
March 
New Testament (2020 study) 

(Comments based on ESV text) 
 
March 1 — Mark 14 — Weak Flesh.  In the Garden of Gethsemane, the disciples were not able to 
avoid temptation by staying awake to “watch and pray,” so Jesus concluded, “The spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak” (v. 38).  There are other examples of weak flesh in this chapter.  Even 
after Judas heard Jesus warn, “Woe to that man,” and that it would have been better “if he had not 
been born” (v. 21), his weak flesh carried out his plot anyway.  At Jesus’ arrest, “they all left him and 
fled” (v. 50)—more weak flesh.  Peter declared that “If I must die with you, I will not deny you” (v. 31), 
yet he did.  Even after half of Jesus’ prediction was fulfilled with the first rooster crow (v. 68), Peter 
denied Him twice more.  Our flesh is also weak.  We sometimes fail to keep our promises to do good 
and not to do wrong.  Although weak flesh is our nature, it is not our excuse.  At that Passion Week, 
Jesus’ disciples did not have the indwelling Holy Spirit but we do.  On this side of Pentecost, we can 
draw on His strength to do the good things we want to do and reject the sins that tempt us. 
 
March 2 — Mark 15 — The King.  Six times in this chapter Jesus is referred to as “the King of the 
Jews” or “… of Israel.”  To suggest that Jesus was a threat to Roman rule, the Jewish leaders brought 
the charge against Him that He claimed to be a king.  I found no place in the Gospels where Jesus 
made this claim but other people did.  The magi stated it (Matt. 2:2) as did Nathanael (John 1:49) and 
the crowd at the Triumphal Entry (Luke 19:38).  In response to Pilate’s question, Jesus indirectly 
admitted to that title (v. 2).  It is humorously ironic that Pilate asked the accusing Jews what they 
wanted him to do with the one “you call the King of the Jews” (v. 12).  Jesus was mocked with that 
title by the Roman soldiers who added the symbolic royal purple robe and crown of thorns (vv. 17-18) 
and it was the inscription placed above his head on the cross (v. 26).  The title dramatically changed 
following His death, however, when the centurion declared, “Truly this man was the Son of God” (v. 
39).  To us, Jesus is both Son and King.  He is our fully-divine Godsend and the King we willingly 
serve in obedience. 
 
March 3 — Mark 16 — Large Stones.  Jesus died and was placed in the tomb on Friday before the 
Sabbath began at sundown.  Mary and the other women saw the stone rolled to close off the 
entrance (15:46-47) and then they went home to rest on the Sabbath day.  What they did not know 
was that on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders arranged to have the stone sealed and guarded (Matt. 
27:62-66).  So, on their way back to the tomb on Sunday morning, the women were wondering who 
they could get to roll back the stone so they could anoint Jesus’ body with spices (Mark 16:3).  It was 
a “very large” (v. 4) stone, so it would have taken several men to do it.  No problem for an angel, 
however!  The stone had not been removed to let Jesus out but to let the women in!  Do you have a 
large stone in your life blocking where you want to go or what you want to do?  Are you asking, like 
those women, “Who will roll away the stone”? (v. 3).  If you are looking for someone stronger than you 
to open the way, look only to God.  He is the stone-mover par excellence. 
 
March 4 — Luke 1 — Angel Questions.  There are some interesting comparisons in this chapter 
between the father of John the Baptist and the mother of Jesus.  They were both godly people 
chosen to participate in important births.  Zechariah was “righteous” (v. 6) and Mary had “found 
favor” (v. 30) with God.  Both were visited by Gabriel and were “troubled” (vv. 12, 29).   Both 
asked Gabriel “how” questions (vv. 18, 34) but Zechariah’s question was one of doubt, so he was 
reprimanded and punished with temporary muteness for his unbelief (v. 20).  He was apparently 
looking for a proof-sign.  Mary’s question only requested information about the process because 
she was a virgin (v. 34) and her attitude was one of submissive faith: “Let it be to me according to 
your word” (v. 38).  Both responded to the Lord with hymns of praise, called the Magnificat, for 
Mary (vv. 46-57), and Benedictus (vv. 68-79), for Zechariah.  Both begin with praise: “My soul 
magnifies the Lord” (v. 46) and “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel” (v. 68).  Does this remind you 



of a favorite hymn of praise?  Sing it to the Lord right now!  I don’t have a hymnal handy while I 
write this but I googled “Great is Thy Faithfulness lyrics” and sang my praise to God. 
 
March 5 — Luke 2 — Reactions.  I was struck in reading today about the reactions of different 
people in this story at the beginning of Jesus’ life.  The first was the reaction of fear when the 
shepherds saw the angel (v. 9).  After the angels left, the shepherds’ next reaction was one of 
action: “Let us go over to Bethlehem…” (v. 15).  They delivered the angel’s message and Mary 
and Joseph both reacted with wonder (v. 16) but “Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 
them in her heart” (v. 19).  Simeon’s reaction was one of blessed relief that God’s promise of 
seeing the Messiah had been fulfilled, and then he “blessed God” (v. 28).  The reaction of Mary and 

Joseph to this was that they “marveled at what was said” about Jesus (v. 33).  One can only imagine 
the reaction Mary had to Simeon’s soul-piercing-sword prophecy (v. 35).  Twelve years later, the 
temple teachers reacted to the boy Jesus with amazement “at his understanding and his answers” 
(v. 47), and Mary and Joseph reacted “in great distress” (v. 48) in having temporarily lost their 
son.  Encountering Jesus always precipitates reactions.  Today, those who respond in faith also 
react with joy. 
 
March 8 — Luke 3 — Fruits of Repentance.  John the Baptist was not politically correct.  He called 
some of the people in the crowd who came to hear him a “brood of vipers” (v. 7).  He rattled their 
cage of self-righteousness, challenging them: “Bear fruits in keeping with repentance” (v. 8).  True 
repentance results in a changed life with outcomes like sharing with those in need (v. 11) and not 
taking advantage of others (vv. 13-14).  Man’s innate selfishness needs to be shaken by the bold 
message of the gospel, the “good news” (v. 18).  Some will turn and be changed by it while others will 
react violently.  John’s boldness cost him his life.  How much danger do you face because of your 
boldness in proclaiming God’s way?  For most of us, it is not much. 
 
March 9 — Luke 4 — Uncovered Sin.  Jesus returned home to a comfortable, peaceful Nazareth.  
He knew them all and they knew Him.  He spoke in their synagogue and they “all spoke well of 
him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth” (v. 22).  Home, sweet 
home.  However, Jesus knew their hearts, and all was not peaceful inside.  They had hateful 
prejudice against Gentiles, so Jesus reminded them of stories about God’s bypassing needy but 
resistant people in Israel in order to minister to receptive Gentiles: a widow (v. 26) and a warrior 
(v. 27).  Jesus uncovered their sin and it stung.  They were suddenly “ filled with wrath” (v. 28) and 
tried violently to “throw him down the cliff” (v. 29).  We don’t like to be shown our deep, sinful 
attitudes.  Our natural tendency is to react in denial and anger.  A godly reaction would be for us 
to accept it as God’s process of refining us and repent in humility. 
 
March 10 — Luke 5 — Crowds.  There were always crowds around Jesus.  Four times in this 
passage it mentions the pack of people.  They crowded Him so much at the seashore that He had 
to teach them from a boat (v. 3).  (It was even crowded for the fish in the net as the disciples 
reaped a record catch through their obedience!)  So many people came to Him to be healed (v. 
15) that Jesus had to escape to a quiet place to pray (v. 16).  It was so crowded where Jesus was 
teaching in a house that the roof was torn up to lower a paralyzed man to Him (v. 19).  It is 
interesting that although it was too crowded for them to let the man into the house, they made 
room to let him out (v. 25)!  The last crowd mentioned was for a feast for Jesus at Levi’s house (v. 
29).  Crowds are attracted to greatness, and Jesus was, and still is, a great teacher, healer, and 
forgiver of sins. 
 
March 11 — Luke 6 — Blessings or Woes?  The nine complete Beatitudes (meaning “supreme 
blessedness”) in Matthew 5 are famous, while those in Luke are often overlooked because there are only 
four.  Luke, however, shares some of Jesus’ words that Matthew omitted: The Woes.  In Luke, for each 
“blessed” there is a corresponding “woe.”  For example, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 



kingdom of God” (v. 20).  “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation” (v. 24).  
These blessings and curses could have been intended to apply to both material and spiritual situations.  
Believers who are materially poor in this world anticipate unbelievable wealth in heaven.  We who are poor 
here, in the sense of being humble or repentant, are already participating in the spiritual prosperity of the 
abundant life (John 10:10).  Still, Jesus would say about Christians: You have “received your consolation” 
in full.  The best blessings are let to come. 

 
March 12 — Luke 7 — Outside vs. Inside.  Two stories are told in this chapter relating to external 
appearances and internal realities.  The Jews in Capernaum focused on what they saw in the 
centurion and concluded, “He is worthy …” (v. 4) because he loved their nation and built their 
synagogue.  The centurion, however, declared, “I am not worthy” (v. 6) as he compared himself to 
Jesus.  He showed great ability on the outside but also had great humility and faith on the inside.  
In the other story, a Pharisee invited Jesus to eat at his house, which was a good outward 
gesture.  On the outwardly negative side, an uninvited and sinful woman also came in.  The 
condition of the inside of these two people was also quite different.  The Pharisee had a critical, 
doubting attitude, saying, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of 
woman this is …” (v. 39).  On the inside of the woman, however, there was humility, sorrow, 
repentance, love, and faith.  What is on our inside is far more important than what is seen on the 
outside.  “Man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). 
 
March 15 — Luke 8 — Faith and Fruit.  Jesus’ interpretation of His parable of the soils showed 
four levels of reception of the Word of God.  The first two speak of faith and the last two of fruit.  
The pathway soil didn’t have a chance because the seed was taken away, “so that they may not 
believe and be saved” (v. 12).  They didn’t even get started with faith.  The seed on rocky soil did 
sprout but did not continue to grow: “They believed for a while” (v. 13) but with hardship, they fell 
away.  The third group of seeds fell among the weeds on unprepared soil so that although fruit 
may have begun to form, it was not able to develop (v. 14).  Hopefully, we all are in the fourth 
group—the good soil that produces abundant fruit (v. 15).  Notice that those in this group show 
qualities of tenacity (“hold it fast”), integrity (“in an honest … heart”), and “patience” (v. 15).  We 
can show tenacity by maintaining this Bible-reading project. We can display integrity by asking 
God daily for the ability to approach His Word with honesty, not trying to excuse our weaknesses 
or failings.  Then, we can be patient, knowing that God is at work through His Word, gradually 
changing us to be more like Jesus (cf. 2 Cor. 3:18). 
 
March 16 — Luke 9 — Puzzled People.  Many were perplexed about Jesus.  Herod had heard 
from some people that Jesus was Elijah or one of the prophets (v. 8).  When Jesus asked the 
disciples, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” (v. 18), they gave the same answer.  By this time 
the disciples were convinced that He was the “Christ of God” (v. 20) but Jesus did not want them 
to share it yet, mostly because that message needed to wait until after the Resurrection.  Then, 
Jesus told them very clearly that He “must suffer … be rejected … be killed, and … be raised” (v. 
22).  Later, after healing the demon-possessed boy, Jesus drilled the same news into the 
disciples’ heads: “Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered 
into the hands of men” (v. 44).  But as direct and clear as that message was, “they did not 
understand” because “it was concealed from them” (v. 45).  That doesn’t sound fair, huh?  But 
God had a plan for their temporary confusion that would be cleared up after Jesus was raised.  
We no longer have that puzzle: Jesus died for our sins and was raised to prove His Sonship. 
 
March 17 — Luke 10 — Martha!  Martha!  I had a friend many years ago who was married to a gal 
named Kathy but whenever she would start to stress out about something, he would playfully say to her, 
“Martha, Martha” (v. 41).  Martha was a very responsible person.  She was likely older than Mary since 
she was the one who invited Jesus to “her house” (v. 38).  More responsibility.  Jesus was teaching and 
Mary was listening (v. 39) but Martha “was distracted with much serving” (v. 40).  Distracted from what?  
From Jesus’ teaching.  Feeling the responsibility, she became critical of Mary for not helping and of  Jesus 



for not telling Mary to help her.  Jesus’ response to Martha’s concern had to do with priorities.  Mary had 
chosen what was more important.  Martha was focused on serving, Mary on learning.  This does not 
provide a license for laziness, but it should give us a reason to evaluate our priorities during stressful 
times.  Am I distracted with serving, even serving God, while I have been neglecting fellowship with God? 

 
March 18 — Luke 11 — Your Kingdom Come.  Jesus taught His disciples to pray that God’s 
kingdom would come (v. 2) but later, He cast out a demon in evidence that “the kingdom of God 
has come upon you” (v. 20).  God’s kingdom is His rule.  It did come during Jesus’ life time as He 
demonstrated God’s ability to rule over the physical and spiritual worlds.  In Matthew’s fuller 
version, Jesus said, “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 
6:10).  His rule has begun on earth, but it won’t be completed until His Second Com ing.  
Already—not yet.  Seeing someone come to Christ or seeing an answer to prayer is evidence that 
His kingdom is here and is active.  Keep praying for His kingdom to come, now in part, and then, 
in fullness, when He will reign over the whole earth. 
 
March 19 — Luke 12 — Special Disciples.  Twice in this chapter, Jesus focused on the disciples.  
First, with thousands gathered around Him, He turned to the 12 disciples with a special message: 
“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy” (v. 1).  Hypocrisy is pretending to be 
better than you are—hiding some truth you don’t want to be revealed.  Jesus told them that it 
would be exposed (vv. 2-3).  The disciples were to be His leaders and they needed to be genuine 
and open.  Later, Jesus told a parable about servants being ready for their returning master.  
Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?” (v. 41).  In response, Jesus 
zeroed in on the special case of servants who were set over other servants.  That would represent 
Jesus’ disciples, the future leaders of the Early Church.  When the master returns, the in-charge 
servant will be blessed if he is found doing well (v. 43) or punished if he is unfaithful in his 
responsibilities (v. 46).  Jesus ended this exchange with, “Everyone to whom much is given, of 
him much will be required” (v. 48).  Have you been given special responsibility in leadership over 
others in your home or church?  Then, to you, more is required. 
 
March 22 — Luke 13 — Gospel Progression.  I noticed an interesting symbolic progression 
through this chapter.  It begins with the people who died by Pilate (v. 1) and by the falling tower of 
Siloam (v. 4).  The message there involved the sin problem that affects all kinds of people and it 
was followed by a call to repentance (v. 5).  Next, was a picture of the farmer’s patience with the 
fig tree (v. 8), showing God’s willingness to give people more time to bear fruit as evidence of 
repentance.  Then, there was the bent-over woman that was healed by Jesus: “Woman, you are 
freed from your disability” (v. 12).  We might let that represent our being freed from Satan’s 
bondage to sin.  Next, Jesus told two parables about gradual growth from the mustard seed (v. 
19) and the leaven (v. 20).  This could represent the sanctification process in our lives as 
Christians as well as the growth of the larger-picture Church.  The progression is that the gospel 
message begins with the shared problem of sin; God calls but waits patiently.  When we respond, 
He frees us from our bondage and His people of faith grow and spread. 
 
March 23 — Luke 14 — Party Pooper.  I don’t think Jesus brought a hostess gift to the dinner at 
the house of the ruler of the Pharisees. :-)  From whatever position of honor Jesus was placed, He 
was certainly the center of attention: “they were watching him carefully” (v. 1).  Also in attendance 
on this Sabbath day was a man with dropsy (edema—swelling by water retention from heart or 
liver malfunction).  Jesus asked the religious leaders, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” but 
“they remained silent” (v. 4).  Stumped.  So, Jesus healed him.  He then lectured the whole group 
about their scrambling for places of honor at the table (v. 7).  Next, He instructed the host about 
those he should invite to his table, i.e., people that couldn’t reciprocate (v. 14).  Finally, in 
response to one guest’s comment about eating at God’s table in heaven, Jesus told a parable 
about those who would not make it to that heavenly supper because they had other priorities.  It 



was an uncomfortable party but they needed to hear the truth.  I doubt that Jesus was invited 
back. :-) 
 
March 24 — Luke 15 — The Prodigals.  There is an interesting variety of terms used to describe 
the Prodigal Son.  The father called him “my son” (v. 24) but his older brother distanced himself 
by referring to him as “this son of yours” (v. 30).  The father countered, however, by calling him 
“your brother” (v. 32).  The Estranged Brother and the Prodigal Son.  I also heard someone 
recently refer to this story as the Prodigal Father.  That puzzled me until I looked up the definition 
of “prodigal,” which has two meanings: 1) Spending resources with reckless, wasteful 
extravagance and 2) Giving something on a lavish scale.  The son was prodigal in the first sense 
and the father was prodigal in the second.  Spenders vs. givers.  Selfish vs. honoring.  Pleasure-
focused vs. people-focused. 
 
March 25 — Luke 16 — True Value.  There are many material contrasts in this chapter.  Whereas 
in the previous chapter, we saw the Prodigal Son wasting his own inherited money, in this chapter 
we see the dishonest manager wasting his master’s money (v. 1).  In application, Jesus taught 
about the importance of faithfulness and honesty in handling small things in order to be entrusted 
with the contrasting truly large things (vv. 10-11).  The Pharisees ridiculed Him because they were 
justifying themselves in being dishonest with the money they loved (vv. 14-15).  Then, there were 
contrasts between the material abundance of the rich man and the abject poverty of Lazarus on 
this side of the grave.  After death, however, the rich man was paying for “the wages of sin” (Rom. 
6:23) in the torment of hell (v. 23), while Lazarus was comforted at the side of Abraham in heaven 
(v. 25).  We must distinguish and value the truly good things in life, things that the majority  of 
people ridicule. 
 
March 26 — Luke 17 — Attention!  I was struck today by Jesus’ short command: “Pay attention to 
yourselves!” (v. 3).  This immediately followed His warning, “Woe to the one through whom 
[temptations] come” (v. 2).  We need to pay attention to how we might influence someone to sin 
by our own example.  Our language or suggestive talk is one way we might motivate someone to 
sin.  Immediately after this command, Jesus said, “If your brother sins, rebuke him” (v. 3).  That 
sounds like paying attention to our brother rather than to ourselves but Jesus’ first command did 
use a plural pronoun, “yourselves.”  So, it includes not only us as individuals but also those with 
whom we are in close contact.  We are to pay attention to those around us who sin against us and 
when they do, we are to rebuke them with the intention of restoring our relationship.  There is 
really a third direction of attention involved here, the inward one that points toward our own 
responsibility.  I must look inward to my responsibility to not introduce sin to someone and I must 
accept the responsibility to help bring someone back who has sinned. 
 
March 29 — Luke 18 — Persistence Pays.  This chapter begins and ends with stories about 
persistence, not giving up on making requests to God.  The first one was in a parable—a made-up 
story with a teaching point—about a widow who needed justice and had only one hope for a 
positive solution: a reluctant and ungodly judge.  She finally received what she needed because of 
her persistence.  The lesson Jesus taught from that parable was that if “his elect … cry to him day 
and night” (v. 7), God will gladly give them justice.  Do you believe that?  Apparently, Jesus knew 
it might be hard for some to accept, so He closed that teaching by asking that at His return, “will 
he find faith on earth?” (v. 8).  The second lesson about persistence came from the real-life 
experience of the blind man of Jericho who called out loudly for mercy to Jesus as He passed by.  
His actions were not received well by people around him but persistent people are not swayed by 
popularity.  “He cried out all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’” (v. 39).  Again, 
persistence paid off and he was granted what he desired.  After being healed, he “followed him, 
glorifying God” (v. 43).  That is another lesson we can learn from this story: our persistence 
should be followed by our praise and commitment. 



 
March 30 — Luke 19 — Repentance and Faith.  Zacchaeus lived in Jericho, over 70 miles from 
Jesus’ home in Capernaum.  They had never met because this tax collector climbed into a tree “to 
see who Jesus was” (v. 3).  But the divine Son of God knew Zacchaeus, calling him by name to 
come down from the tree, and He invited Himself to his house (v. 5).  Running ahead to climb the 
tree showed Zacchaeus’ curiosity and interest.  His response to Jesus’ invitation also showed that 
he was open: “he … received him joyfully” (v. 6).  Next, we see Zacchaeus’ repentant attitude 
when he voluntarily offered to give half of his belongings to the poor and to restore by fourfold  to 
those he had cheated (v. 8).  This evidence of true repentance was followed by Jesus’ declaration 
that “Today salvation has come to this house” (v. 9).  Why?  Because of his curiosity and 
openness to Jesus?  No, it was because of his repentance and faith, the same two salvation 
requirements for all people today.  How do we know Zacchaeus had faith?  Because Jesus stated 
the reason for granting salvation to him: “he also is a son of Abraham” (v. 9).  He was a son of 
Abraham, not because he was a Jew like Abraham but because Abraham obtained righteousness 
through his faith: “Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham” (Gal. 3:7). 
 
March 31 — Luke 20 — Challenging Jesus.  The whole gamut of Jewish leaders challenged 
Jesus in this chapter: chief priests, scribes, elders (vv. 1, 19), and Sadducees (v. 27).  Tradition 
and culture drove their opposition.  They challenged Jesus’ authority (v. 2) because He did not 
come out of their religious-cultural training system, yet Jesus stumped them with a question about 
John the Baptist (v. 7).  They tried to get Him in trouble with the Roman government by 
questioning Him about paying taxes to Caesar (v. 22) but He silenced them with His answer (v. 
26).  His answer to the Sadducees about the resurrection was so complete that “ they no longer 
dared to ask him any question” (v. 40).  As futile as it is to challenge the wisdom of God, many still 
attempt it today.  Even Christians are sometimes so swayed by the thinking of their secular 
culture that they question what God has said in His Word.  When you are tempted to doubt 
something the Bible teaches, ask yourself if your challenge might be motivated by the thinking of 
the culture around you.  As reasonable as the culture’s comments might sound, even the 
“foolishness of God” is wiser than men (1 Cor. 1:25). 
 


