
March 30 – April 3 
 
March 30 Monday — Reading 64 — Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16 — The Apostles 
 
Mark 3 
13 And he went up on the mountain  
 
 
 
and called to him those whom he desired,  
and they came to him.  
14 And he appointed twelve (whom he also 
named apostles) 
 so that they might be with him and he might 
send them out to preach 15 and have authority 
to cast out demons. 16 He appointed the twelve:  
Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter);  
 
17 James the son of Zebedee and John the 
brother of James (to whom he gave the name 
Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); 
18 Andrew,  
and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, 
and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, 
and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot,[fn]  
 
19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(3:18) Greek kananaios, meaning zealot 

 
Comment: Jesus spent all night in prayer and still chose Judas Iscariot to be one of His 12 apostles.  
Doesn’t that seem unlikely?  If so, it is only because we don’t see the larger picture and plan that God 
sees.  When Jesus chose the Twelve, He knew that Judas was “a devil” (John 6:70).  God knew his 
heart and used him to carry out the divine plan.  Jesus even allowed Judas to handle the money for 
the group for three years (John 13:29). 
 
Where did these apostles come from?  We learned earlier that some of them had been disciples of 
John the Baptist and were encouraged to follow Jesus (John, Andrew, Peter, Phillip, and Nathanael).  
Matthew (Levi) the tax collector was also called by Jesus to follow Him.  At that time, however, they 
were not yet chosen as apostles but only invited to be disciples as committed followers.  How many 
disciples were there?  In Luke 6:17 they were referred to as “a great crowd of his disciples,” maybe a 
hundred or more.  After His night of prayer, Jesus “called his disciples and chose from them twelve, 
whom he named apostles” (Luke 6:13).  The word for “apostles” means “sent ones,” which we may 
think of as ambassadors—authoritative representatives of Jesus.  They were to “be with him” (Mark 
3:14) in order to be specially and privately trained for future ministry.  None of us are apostles but we 
fall into the disciples’ category, being committed to follow Jesus. 
 
Judas Iscariot was listed last as the eventual traitor and Simon Peter was listed first as the natural 
leader.  Lists of the Twelve appear four times in the New Testament as shown below.  The names in 
each list are not always in the same order but if divided into groups of four, each group is headed by 
the same name.  The first group contained the inner core (Peter, James, and John) who were often 

Luke 6 
12 In these days he went out to the mountain  
to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to 
God.  
13 And when day came,  
he called his disciples  
 
and chose from them twelve, whom he named 
apostles:  
 
 
 

14 Simon, whom he named Peter,  
and Andrew his brother,  
and James and John,  
 
 
 
and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15 and Matthew, and 
Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus,  
and Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 and 
Judas the son of James,  
and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 



called aside for further instruction or to observe certain events.  In the second group is Nathanael, 
called by his family name of Bartholomew (son of Ptolemy).  In the last group is Judas the son of 
James who was also called Thaddaeus.  The other Judas (Iscariot) was omitted from the list in Acts 
because he was already dead at the time of the events described. 
 

Lists of Apostles Compared 

 
Meditation: Think for a minute about Jesus’ choice of Simon the Zealot and Matthew.  Simon 
belonged to a radical group who hated and resisted the control of Rome over them.  On the other 
hand, Matthew was a tax collector for the Roman government who aided them at the expense of the 
Jewish people.  Why would Jesus want to put them together?  How do you think they got along?  
Remember that this was before the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came to dwell in them.  
What does Jesus’ choice suggest about how you were “chosen” to be in a family, a close work 
environment, or close neighbors with someone diametrically opposed to your political viewpoint?  
How would God intend for you to relate to them? 
************************ 
 
March 31 Tuesday — Reading 65 — Matt. 5:1-12; Luke 6:17-26 — The Beatitudes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 5 
1 Seeing the crowds, he went 
up on the mountain, and when 
he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 
 
 
 

Matthew 10 
2 Simon … Peter  
Andrew 
James 
John 
 
3 Philip 
Bartholomew  
Thomas 
Matthew  
 
James of Alphaeus 
Thaddaeus;  
4 Simon the Zealot,  
Judas Iscariot 

Mark 3 
16 Simon (… Peter) 
17 James 
John 
18 Andrew 
 
Philip 
Bartholomew 
Matthew 
Thomas 
 
James of Alphaeus 
Thaddaeus 
Simon the Zealot 
19 Judas Iscariot 

Luke 6 
14 Simon … Peter 
Andrew 
James 
John 
  
Philip 
Bartholomew 
15 Matthew 
Thomas 
 
James of Alphaeus,  
Simon the Zealot 
16 Judas of James 
Judas Iscariot 

Acts 1 
13 Peter 
John 
James 
Andrew,  
 
Philip 
Thomas 
Bartholomew  
Matthew 
 
James of Alphaeus 
Simon the Zealot 
Judas of James 
                            

Luke 6 
17 And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a 
great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from 
all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and 
Sidon, 18 who came to hear him and to be healed of their 
diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were 
cured. 19 And all the crowd sought to touch him, for power came 
out from him and healed them all. 



 
Matthew 5 (cont.) 
2 And he opened his mouth 
and taught them,  
 
saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for 
they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall 
be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall 
be called sons[fn] of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when 
others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account.  
12 Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who 
were before you. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(5:9) Greek huioi; see Preface 

 
 
 
 
 
Comment: “The Beatitudes” comes from the Latin word beatus, meaning blessed or happy, but that 
comes from a relationship with God, not from circumstances.  This is the beginning of what is called, 
“The Sermon on the Mount” in Matthew because it begins with Jesus’ going “up on the mountain” 
(Matt. 5:1) to teach.  There is a contextual difference in Luke, however, because after going “to the 
mountain to pray” (Luke 6:12), “he came down … and stood on a level place” (6:17) to deliver the 

Luke 6 (cont.) 
20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples,  
and said: 
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 
 
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude 
you and revile you and spurn your name as evil,  
 
 
on account of the Son of Man!  
23 Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is 
great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets. 
 
 
 
24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your 
consolation. 
25 “Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. 
“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 
26 “Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their 
fathers did to the false prophets. 



message.  For that reason, this content in Luke is often called “The Sermon on the Plain.”  Are these 
two versions of the same sermon on a “level place” but still “on the mountain”?  Do they contain 
similar content preached at two different occasions?  Although I favor the latter, they are presented 
together here for comparison of content. 
 
These Beatitudes contrast things in the physical realm with things in the spiritual realm.  There is also 
a contrast between our life in this physical world and our future life in heaven.  When we experience 
difficult things in a physical sense, we need to point our minds and hearts toward the more valuable 
spiritual relationship we already have with God.  We also should remember that present difficulties 
will not last forever because we will be free from all of them in heaven.  What we enjoy spiritually now 
is only part of what we will enjoy in heaven.  As someone has said, as with eternal life, “we have it 
already but not yet.” 
************************ 
 
April 1 Wednesday — Reading 66 — Matthew 5:13-16 — Salt and Light 
 
Matthew 5 
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 
 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that[fn] they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(5:16) Or house. 16 Let your light so shine before others that 

 
Comment: Salt has two primary functions: to preserve and to flavor.  We believers are salt to the 
world around us and we help to preserve it, slowing its corruption through our impact, and we make 
life “taste” better by the positive ways we influence it.  On the other hand, light has a single function: 
to remove darkness.  The collective church is represented by the “city set on a hill” that cannot be 
hidden.  Much of our world reacts negatively to that light and wants to put it out because, as we have 
already seen, “people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil” (John 
3:19).  We Christians are also lights individually, as suggested by the illustration of the basket and the 
lamp stand in a house.  We must remember, however, that we are lights only secondarily.  Jesus 
said, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12, 9:5).  He is like the sun and we are like moons that 
reflect His light.  We are reflective lights but we are not passive ones.  Jesus put it in the form of a 
command when He said, “let your light shine before others.”  How do we do that intentionally?  It is 
through our “good works.”  There is a caution, however, that “when you give to the needy, do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand is doing” (Matt. 6:3) because there is a strong temptation to 
be motivated by wanting to bring attention and praise to ourselves when we do good things.  Motives 
are important.  The motive of the light here, however, seems to be evangelistic: “…so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  Jesus wants our practical faith 
to draw other people to faith, which will bring glory to Him.  So, let your light shine, not to illuminate 
yourself but to light the path to Jesus. 
 
Meditation:  Notice that the two main subjects are introduced in the same way: “You are the salt…” 
and “You are the light…”  The verbs there are not “should be” but “are.”  We don’t have to generate 
the salt and the light; we are those things by what God has given us already.  You are the salt, so 
shake it!  You are the light, so shine it! 
************************ 



 
April 2 Thursday — Reading 67 — Matthew 5:17-20 — The Bible’s Requirements 
 
Matthew 5 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, 
will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 
Comment: There are two divine requirements mentioned in this text, one for Jesus and another for 
us.  Jesus’ requirement was to “fulfill” many things throughout the Old Testament (“the Law … the 
Prophets”) that applied to the Messiah.  There were many predictions and types pointing to the 
anticipated Christ, even some over which He had no control, like being born in Bethlehem (Micah 
5:2).  All those prophecies had to be fulfilled to complete His work while He was physically on earth 
and to demonstrate that He was the Messiah.  Some predicted things not be fulfilled until His Second 
Coming.  The second requirement applies to us—the requirement of righteousness, a righteousness 
based on God’s standard.  That kind of righteousness is shown in being obedient to all of God’s 
commandments but even within that requirement there is a distinction.  It is possible that we can be 
obedient outwardly but not inwardly.  That reminds me of a cartoon I saw of a little boy sitting on a 
chair in front of his standing father.  The thought-caption from the boy read, “I am sitting down on the 
outside but standing up on the inside!”  Jesus said that the kind of righteousness the Jewish scribes 
and Pharisees had was focused on the outward action without regard to the inward intent of the heart.  
God-required righteousness must come from the inside.  Are you “standing up on the inside” 
sometimes even when you outwardly obey one of God’s commandments?  If so, you are not pleasing 
God and you are not being righteous in His eyes.  Another way to be lacking in obedience to God is 
when someone “relaxes one of … these commandments”—thinking, “This is not that important” or “At 
least I am doing most of it.”  Let us evaluate the quality of our obedience and focus on wanting to be 
obedient because we love God and want to please Him! 
 
Meditation: There are two very strong identical negative expressions in this passage—the strongest 
way one can state something negative in the Greek language.  One is in the assertion that “you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven” without having a higher-level righteousness than the Jewish 
religious leaders (:20).  The word “never” here is from the Greek words ou mē, (pronounced ooh-may 
and is equivalent to, “No way!”).  It is impossible for us to get to heaven by effort or by trying to be 
good enough.  Then, how do we get there?  It requires the perfect righteousness of Christ that God 
gives to us when we surrender our lives to His Son.  The other place this Greek double-negative 
appears is in vs. 18, “…until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the 
Law until all is accomplished.”  The two English “not” words here attempt to get across the single “no-
way” Greek expression.  How sure can we be that every single thing predicted about Christ will 
happen?  We can be absolutely sure.  Those promises are good until the end of time (“until heaven 
and earth pass away”) and they extend to the finest detail, the “iota” and the “dot.”  These words refer 
to letters in the Hebrew language.  The “iota,” the smallest letter in the Greek language, is used here 
to translate the word “yod,” the smallest letter in the Hebrew language.  The “dot” refers to the very 
small but important extension on some Hebrew letters that can change the meaning of a word.  For 
example, consider the differences in the letters of these similar-looking, but different-meaning, 
Hebrew words below from the Scriptures Jesus was using.  We can trust God’s timeless and detailed 
Word like Jesus did. 



 
 
 

 
************************ 
 
April 3 Friday — Reading 68 — Matthew 5:21-42 — “But I say to you…” 
 
Matthew 5 
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will 
be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother[fn] will be liable to 
judgment; whoever insults[fn] his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will 
be liable to the hell[fn] of fire. 23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled 
to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while 
you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the 
guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the 
last penny. [fn] 
 
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone 
who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your 
right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your 
members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, 
cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole 
body go into hell. 
 
31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to 
you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her 
commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
 
33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall 
perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34 But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by 
heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the 
city of the great King. 36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or 
black. 37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil. [fn] 
 
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do 
not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other 
also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, [fn] let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who begs from you, and 
do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. 
 



ESV Footnotes 
(5:22) Some manuscripts insert without cause 
(5:22) Greek says Raca to (a term of abuse) 
(5:22) Greek Gehenna; also verses 29, 30 
(5:26) Greek kodrantes, Roman copper coin (Latin quadrans) worth about 1/64 of a denarius (which was a day’s wage for 
a laborer) 
(5:37) Or the evil one 
(5:40) Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin 

 
Comment: Jesus presented six important contrasts in verses 21-48.  They are contrasts between 
things people had heard that had been distorted from the OT Scriptures by religious teachers.  He 
corrected each of these misconceptions with, “But I say to you…”  That is the voice of authority—
divine authority.  God was giving the correct interpretation of His own book, what had been recorded 
by Moses in the Torah.  Jesus began by saying that people have murder and adultery in their hearts if 
they are angry or lustful toward others.  They might be held back from acting out the sin by the fear of 
exposure or punishment but the sinful motive is still there.  This helps us see how God looks at sin.  
Sin is more than actions; it exists already in the driving, internal source of the heart.  This should also 
help us check not only our actions but also our attitudes.  If you are doing pretty well at controlling 
sinful activities, ask God to reveal sinful things in your heart that need to be recognized and 
managed.  That might take much longer to learn to control. 
******************* 
 


