
KJW9 to March 4 
 

ACCOUNTABILITY TIME 
February 26 Su Reading 57 — Luke 2:21-38 — Temple Dedication of Jesus 
 
21 And when eight days were fulfilled so that [they] could circumcise Him, His name was called Jesus, 
the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.  
 
22 And when the days for their cleansing according to the Law of Moses were fulfilled, they brought 
Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the [fn]Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the [fn]Lord, "EVERY 

[firstborn] MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE [fn]LORD"), 24 and to offer 
a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the [fn]Lord, "A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO 

YOUNG PIGEONS."  
 
25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 
and devout, waiting for the [fn]comfort of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the [fn]Lord's 
[fn]Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus 
[fn]to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, 28 then he took Him into his arms and blessed God, and 
said,  
29   "Now Master, You are releasing Your slave in peace,  

According to Your word.  
30   For my eyes have seen Your salvation,  
31   Which You prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
32   A LIGHT FOR REVELATION TO THE GENTILES,  

And for the glory of Your people Israel."  
 
33 And His father and mother were marveling at the things which were being said about Him. 34 And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this [Child] is appointed for the fall and 
[fn]rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed-- 35 and a sword will pierce through your own 
soul as well--that the thoughts from many hearts may be revealed."  
 
36 And there was a prophetess, [fn]Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
advanced in [fn]years having lived with [her] husband seven years from [when she was] a virgin, 37 and 
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple, serving night and day with 
fastings and prayers. 38 And at that very [fn]moment she came up and [began] giving thanks to God, 
and continued to speak of Him to all those who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.  
 
LSB Footnotes 
(2:22) In OT, Yahweh, cf. Lev 14:11 
(2:23) In OT, Yahweh, cf. Ps 19:7; Ex 13:2 
(2:23) In OT, Yahweh, cf. Ps 19:7; Ex 13:2 
(2:24) In OT, Yahweh, cf. Ps 19:7 
(2:25) Or consolation 
(2:26) In OT, Yahweh, cf. 1 Sam 2:10 
(2:26) Messiah 
(2:27) Lit to do for Him according to 
(2:34) Or resurrection 
(2:36) Or Hannah 
(2:36) Lit days 
(2:38) Lit hour 

 



Dedicated, Recognized, and Discussed — The dedication of Jesus in the temple reveals the 
righteous attitudes of Joseph and Mary in their obedience to God’s Law.  They did exactly as they 
were instructed.  Like the shepherds, Simeon was another “nobody” in the story of Jesus’ infancy.  He 
was faithfully loving and serving God, and God gave him the privilege of recognizing the promised 
Messiah.  In the temple crowd, the Holy Spirit led him to the baby Jesus, and he prayed in gratitude, 
“…my eyes have seen Your salvation” (v. 30).  (The name Jesus means “Yahweh saves.”)  Another 
elderly person, Anna, encountered Jesus in the temple.  Perhaps she had heard what Simeon had 
said about this Child.  In any case, her response was to thank God and to speak about Jesus “to all 
those who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem” (v. 38).  Jesus’ parents were obedient to 
God’s Word, Simeon was sensitive to the Spirit, and Anna was open to share about the Son.  All of us 
should be like those ancient people. 
 

Simeon's Canticle - YouTube 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

ACCOUNTABILITY TIME!  If you are up to date in your reading as of today, please 
click here to leave your email address or let me know at accbibleread@gmail.com. 

 
 
************************** 
 

ACCOUNTABILITY REMINDER 
February 27 M Reading 58 — Matthew 2:1-12 — Born King of the Jews 
 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, [fn]magi from 
the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,  
2 "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come 
to worship Him." 3 And when Herod the king heard [this], he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
4 And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he was inquiring of them 
where the [fn]Christ was to be born. 5 And they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what 
has been written [fn]by the prophet:  
6    'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH,  

ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH;  
FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A LEADER  

WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.'"  
 
7 Then Herod secretly called the magi and carefully determined from them [fn]the time the star 
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the Child; and 
when you have found [Him], report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him." 9 Now after 
hearing the king, they went their way; and behold, the star, which they had seen in the east, was 
going on before them until it came and stood over [the place] where the Child was. 10 And when they 
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And after coming into the house they saw the 
Child with Mary His mother; and they [fn]fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in 
a dream not to return to Herod, the magi departed for their own country by another way.  
 
LSB Footnotes 

Lord, let Your servant go in peace, 
    For Your Word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen Your salvation, 
    Which You have prepared for all men. 
 

— Anonymous 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LO9BqkCnQ4U
https://accbibleread.com/accountability-report/
mailto:accbibleread@gmail.com


(2:1) A class of wise men specializing in astronomy, astrology, and natural science 
(2:4) Messiah 
(2:5) Or through 
(2:7) Lit the time of the appearing star 
(2:11) Face down in a prone position to indicate worship; lit prostrated 

 
Miraculous Infancy — These magi were likely from Babylon, where the Jews were exiled for 70 
years and many remained.  Their Scriptures were probably read by the magi, so they would know of 
the expected, kingly Messiah and the prophecy that said, “A star shall come forth from Jacob, A 
scepter shall rise from Israel” (Num. 24:17).  The star they saw in the east was miraculous because 
that same star later reappeared in Jerusalem, guided them south to Bethlehem, and stopped over the 
house where Jesus and His parents stayed.  This was not the manger scene, but was probably more 
than a month later.  The trip from Babylon would have taken about 40 days, so if they saw the sign 
when Jesus was born, it would have been over a month by the time they arrived.  Also, although 
Jesus was circumcised eight days after His birth, the sacrifices we read about yesterday would have 
happened at least 33 days after Mary’s delivery, according to the requirements of Leviticus 12:4.  
Some think that Jesus could have been two years old by the time the magi arrived, but that is based 
on the age of the male babies that Herod the Great killed in Bethlehem.  Certainly, that brutal man, 
who killed his own wife and several of his sons, would have allowed a wide margin of error to make 
sure he would kill the infant Jesus.  Another miracle happened, however, when the magi were warned 
in a dream to return home without going back to Herod.  We will read tomorrow about another dream 
miracle that protected Jesus.  This was the Son of God, and the Father was protecting Him 
miraculously. 
 

I could not find a good video with visual lyrics, but the 
words in this video by Sandi Patty are clearly understood: 

Come, Let Us Worship the King - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACCOUNTABILITY REMINDER  If you are up to date in your reading as 
of today, but did not report yesterday, please click here to leave your 

email address or let me know today at accbibleread@gmail.com. 
 
 
************************** 
 
 
 

O come to the place where the holy Child is laid; 
O come let us see the new born King, 
For He is our God, 
And greatly to be praised. 
Come, let us worship the King! 
 

Come, let us worship the King! 
    Jesus the Savior is born, 
    For the Lord will reign over all the earth. 
Come, let us worship the King! 
    Jesus the Savior is born, 
For the Lord is great and greatly to be praised 
    Through all the earth; 
Let us worship the King. 
 

— Billy Lee Smiley (b. 1957) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qm5qHCl21uc
https://accbibleread.com/accountability-reminder/
mailto:accbibleread@gmail.com


ACCOUNTABILITY FINAL DAY 
February 28 Tu Reading 59 — Matthew 2:13-23 — Out of Egypt 
 
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the [fn]Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 
saying, "Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him."  
 
14 So [fn]Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and departed for 
Egypt.  
15 And he [fn]remained there until the death of Herod, in order that what had been spoken by the 
[fn]Lord through the prophet would be fulfilled, saying, "OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON."  
 
16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent 
and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and 
under, according to the time which he had carefully determined from the magi.  
17 Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying,  
18   "A VOICE WAS HEARD IN RAMAH,  

WEEPING AND GREAT MOURNING,  
RACHEL WEEPING FOR HER CHILDREN;  
AND SHE WAS REFUSING TO BE COMFORTED,  

BECAUSE THEY WERE NO MORE."  
 
19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the [fn]Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
saying, 20 "Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought 
the Child's life are dead." 21 So [fn]Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother, and came into the 
land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. Then after being warned [by God] in a dream, he departed for the 
district of Galilee, 23 and came and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken through 
the prophets would be fulfilled: "He shall be called a Nazarene." 
 
LSB Footnotes 

(2:13) In OT, Yahweh, cf. 1 Kin 1:3 

(2:14) Lit he 
(2:15) Lit was 

(2:15) In OT, Yahweh, cf. Hos 1:1 

(2:19) In OT, Yahweh, cf. 1 Kin 1:3 

(2:21) Lit he 

 
Egypt in Slavery and Protection — Joseph, the dreamer, in Egypt.  Does that sound familiar?  The 
first Joseph was sent to Egypt by God through the jealousy of his brothers in order to preserve the 
lives of Jacob’s family.  The second Joseph was sent to Egypt by God through an angel’s message in 
a dream in order to save the life of Jesus.  If I were God, I think I would have just killed King Herod, 
since he died anyway about two years later.  But then, there wouldn’t have been the double out-of-
Egypt picture (v. 15), first mentioned by Hosea, referring to the exodus of Israel from Egypt (Hos. 
11:1).  God’s way is always the best.  So, Jesus ended up in Nazareth in northern Israel.  He would 
be called a Nazarene, not only because he would grow up in that town, but also because He would 
end up being despised, like His town came to be (John 1:46).  How does God guide us to be in the 
place He wants us to be in order to fit perfectly in His plan?  Sometimes we see His guidance only in 
hindsight, looking back on the way circumstances molded and directed us.  Most of the time, 
however, we probably don’t see it at all, but God is continually using things like our family, our church, 
our work, our community, and our government to guide us in the way He wants us to go. 
 
 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lsb/1ki/1/3/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lsb/hos/1/1/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lsb/1ki/1/3/


Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACCOUNTABILITY FINAL DAY  If you have not yet reported for this month, 
please let me know your reading status today at accbibleread@gmail.com. 

 
 
************************** 
 
March 1 W Reading 60 — Luke 2:39-52 — Young Jesus at the Temple 
 
39 And when they had finished everything according to the Law of the [fn]Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own city of Nazareth. 40 Now the Child continued to grow and become strong, being filled with 
wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.  
 
41 And His parents would go to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when He 
became twelve years [old], they went up [there] according to the custom of the Feast; 43 and as they 
were returning, after finishing the days [of the Feast], the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. But 
His parents did not know. 44 But supposing Him to be in the caravan, they went a day's journey, and 
they [began] searching for Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 45 When they did not find 
Him, they returned to Jerusalem searching for Him. 46 And it happened that after three days they 
found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them 
questions. 47 And all who heard Him were astounded at His understanding and His answers. 48 When 
they saw Him, they were astonished, and His mother said to Him, "Child, why have You treated us 
this way? Behold, Your father and I [fn]have been anxiously searching for You." 49 And He said to 
them, "Why is it that you were searching for Me? Did you not know that I had to be in My Father's 
[fn][house]?" 50 But they did not understand the statement which He had spoken to them. 51 And He 
went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He continued in subjection to them, and His mother 
was treasuring all [these] [fn]things in her heart.  
 
52 And Jesus was advancing in wisdom and [fn]stature, and in favor with God and men. 
 
LSB Footnotes 
(2:39) In OT, Yahweh, cf. Ps 19:7 
(2:48) Lit are anxiously looking 
(2:49) Or affairs; lit in the things of My Father 
(2:51) Lit words 
(2:52) Or age 

 
“Your father … My Father” — We find in this passage the Bible’s first recorded words of Jesus.  
Twelve years earlier, He was in the temple for His dedication to God as the Law required.  At that 
time, He amazed Simeon, who was granted the privilege of recognizing the Messiah.  This time, it 
was the teachers of the Law who “were astounded at His understanding and His answers” (v. 47).  
Those answers, however, were not recorded for us, so we also could be amazed.  We will read about 
many of His words of wisdom later.  When His parents found Him in the temple, Mary said, “Your 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
    Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
    Hold me with Thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 
    Feed me till I want no more, 
    Feed me till I want no more. 
 

— William Williams (1745) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SN_xKwxVktQ
mailto:accbibleread@gmail.com


father and I have been anxiously searching for You” (v. 48).  “Your father” was referring to His legal 
father, Joseph.  But Jesus turned it around in His answer to Mary: “Did you not know that I had to be 
in My Father’s [house]?” (v. 49; or “about My Father’s business”—NKJV).  Here, “My Father” is 
referring to His heavenly Father.  This is an indication that, by the age of 12, Jesus had the 
understanding that He was the Son of God, the promised Messiah.  Perhaps those teachers of the 
Law heard Him make that identifying statement to his parents.  Later, He would state this more clearly 
to Jewish teachers and leaders by saying, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:10), after which they 
picked up stones to kill Him for blaspheming, saying, “…because You, being a man, make Yourself 
God” (v. 33).   
 

I couldn’t find a video for this song, but the words are fitting for our reading today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
March 2 Th Reading 61 — Matthew 3:1-12 — Christ’s Forerunner 
 
1 Now in those days [fn]John the [fn]Baptist came, [fn]preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying,  
2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven [fn]is at hand." 3 For this is the one referred to [fn]by Isaiah the 
prophet, saying,  

"THE VOICE OF ONE [fn]CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS,  
'MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE [fn]LORD,  
MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT!'"  

4 Now John himself had [fn]a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist; and his food 
was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem was going out to him, and all Judea, and all the district 
around the Jordan; 6 and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed 
their sins.  
 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, 
"You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruit in 
keeping with repentance; 9 and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham 
for our father'; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham. 10 
And the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire.  
 
11 "As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than 
I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His 
wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."  
 
LSB Footnotes 
(3:1) Gr Joannes, Heb Johanan; so in Matt 
(3:1) Or arrived, appeared 

Lord Jesus Christ, all praise to Thee, 
    That Thou wast pleased a man to be; 
Our low estate Thou didst not scorn; 
    And angels sang to see Thee born. 
 

The Father’s Son, forever blest, 
    Becomes in His own world a Guest, 
To lead us from this vale of strife 
    Into the everlasting life. 
 

— Martin Luther (1532) 



(3:1) Or proclaiming as a herald 
(3:2) Lit has come near 
(3:3) Or through 
(3:3) Or shouting 
(3:3) In OT, Yahweh, cf. Is 40:3 
(3:4) Lit his garment 

 
Two Baptisms — John presented two contrasts in this passage between himself and Jesus.  One 
was a contrast of power and position: “He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to 
remove His sandals” (v. 11).  John was a very significant person, predicted by Isaiah to go before the 
Messiah, but he was insignificant compared to the Son of God.  We should remember this when we 
think about Jesus as our friend.  He is much more than a friend—He is the almighty God.  The 
second contrast was about the nature of baptism.  John’s baptism in water was a symbol of 
repentance; it represented a washing away of sin for a desired fresh start on the road to godliness.  
Jesus’ baptism, however, was of a much different kind: “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire” (v. 11).  It was a baptism of empowerment for some and punishment for others.  Jesus would 
provide the indwelling Holy Spirit to change the believer’s heart and enable him/her to live a godly life.  
It would also separate believers from those who refused His spiritual baptism, which would result in 
their eternal punishment in hell.  Have you been baptized with both water baptism and spiritual 
baptism?  Does the Holy Spirit dwell within you?  Is your life greatly different from those who are on 
the road to an eternal fire?  If so, then praise God for what He has done! 
 

Fire of God, Thou Sacred Flame (piano) - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**************************  
 
March 3 F Reading 62 — Matthew 3:13-17 — Jesus’ Ministry Begins 
 
13 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan [coming] to John to be baptized by him.  14 But John 
tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?" 15 But 
Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit [it] at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness." Then he permitted Him. 16 And after being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from 
the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and [fn]he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove [and] coming upon Him, 17 and behold, [there was] a voice out of the heavens saying, "This is 
[fn]My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." 
 
LSB Footnotes 
(3:16) Or He 
(3:17) Or My Son, the Beloved 

 
The Heavenly Anointing — Since Mary and Elizabeth were relatives (Luke 2:36), John and Jesus 
certainly knew each other, and perhaps John had suspected or been told by his family that Jesus was 
the promised Messiah.  Yesterday, we read that John knew that “He who is coming after me is 

Fire of God, Thou sacred flame, 
    Spirit who in splendor came, 
Let Thy heat my soul refine 
    Till it glows with love divine. 
 

Love of God, Thy grace profound 
    Knoweth neither age nor bound: 
Come, my heart’s own guest to be, 
    Dwell forevermore in me. 
 

— Albert F. Bayly (1947) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ym8YbF9OiYA


mightier than I” (Matt. 3:11), and today, we see that he declared, “I have need to be baptized by You” 
(v. 14).  Since Jesus “knew no sin” (2 Cor. 5:21), He didn’t need John’s baptism of repentance, but 
He insisted on it to identify with the sinful people He came to save.  He was also identifying with 
John’s ministry of repentance, so He came all the way from Galilee for this occasion.  If you will 
forgive the pun, Jesus’ baptism came with a big splash—the whole Trinity was represented there.  
The Spirit of God descended to anoint the Son of God as Messiah and King (v. 16), while God the 
Father declared His approval from heaven (v. 17).  This was a heavenly drumroll, announcing the 
beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  If John had any doubts that Jesus was the Messiah, this voice 
from heaven would have cleared it up.  We have discovered much about who Jesus is (and we will 
learn much more later), but at this point, we will begin to learn about what He did—what He came to 
do. 
 

Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart - YouTube 
 

  

 
 

************************** 
 
March 4 Sa Reading 63 — Luke 4:1-13 — Temptations of Jesus 
 
1 Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was being led around [fn]by the Spirit 
in the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And He ate nothing during those days, 
and when they had finished, He was hungry. 3 And the devil said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, 
tell this stone to become bread." 4 And Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON 

BREAD ALONE.'"  
 
5 And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of [fn]the world in a moment of time. 6 And the 
devil said to Him, "I will give You all this dominion and [fn]its glory, for it has been handed over to me, 
and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 Therefore if You [fn]worship before me, it shall all be Yours." 8 And 
Jesus answered and said to him, "It is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE [fn]LORD YOUR GOD AND 

SERVE HIM ONLY.'"  
 
9 And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, "If 
You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here, 10 for it is written,  

'HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU TO GUARD YOU,'  
11 and,  

'ON [their] HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP,  

LEST YOU STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.'"  
 
12 And Jesus answered and said to him, "It is said, 'YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE [fn]LORD YOUR GOD TO 

THE TEST.'"  
 
13 And when the devil had finished every temptation, he left Him until an opportune time.  
 

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 
    Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art, 
    And make me love You as I ought to love. 
 

Teach me to love You as Your angels love, 
    One holy passion filling all my frame, 
The baptism of the heaven-descended Dove, 
    My heart an altar and Your love the flame. 
 

— George Croly (1854) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJhUeeZjOsw


LSB Footnotes 
(4:1) Or under the influence of; lit in 
(4:5) Lit the inhabited earth 
(4:6) Lit their (referring to the kingdoms in v 5) 
(4:7) Or bow down before 
(4:8) In OT, Yahweh, cf. Deut 6:13 
(4:12) In OT, Yahweh, cf. Deut 6:16 

 
If You Are … — In two of these three temptations, the devil introduced his demands with the 
challenge, “If You are the Son of God …” (vv. 3, 9).  Satan used something that was true to try to 
tempt Jesus to do something that was wrong.  He does the same sort of thing to us today, like, “If you 
are saved, why should you be concerned about enjoying sin once in a while?”  Jesus’ first temptation 
had to do with satisfying one’s personal needs of comfort.  Jesus had been in a desert area without 
food for 40 days.  He was suffering.  “If You are the Son of God, why are you in this predicament?”  
Does that sound familiar?  “If I am a Christian, why don’t I have enough money … a better job … a 
harmonious family, etc.?”  The temptation offered to Jesus was to change stones into bread in order 
to satisfy His hunger.  He could have done it even before the devil tempted Him, but He “was being 
led … by the Spirit” (v. 1).  The Spirit was His guide and the source of His supply, so Jesus was 
depending on and waiting for God’s will.  The last temptation was to put God to the test, which was 
forbidden in Deuteronomy 6:16.  It might include trying to force God to keep some part of a promise 
that He has made in Scripture.  His promises are true, but His timing may not be the same as ours.  
Maybe our 40 days of suffering have not yet been completed.  In the meantime, we should continue 
to be led by the Spirit and trust in God. 
 

Farther Along - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tempted and tried we’re oft made to wonder, 
    Why it should be thus all the day long; 
While there are others living about us, 
    Never molested though in the wrong. 
 

Farther along we’ll know all about it, 
    Farther along we’ll understand why; 
Cheer up, my brother, live in the sunshine, 
    We’ll understand it all by and by. 
 

— William B. Stevens (b. 1862) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LnPVGZj7k4

