
February 
ABC — Chronological Bible (Back to the Bible format--2018) 

  
February 1 — Exodus 7-9 — Whose Purpose? (about 1446 BC).  Five times in these chapters God 
says that His purpose for sending the plagues on Egypt was so they might know that He is “the 
LORD” (i.e., Yahweh or Jehovah [7:5; 17; 8:10; 9:22; 29]).  Then in a unique way, God had Moses 
explain His purpose to Pharaoh: “… for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so 
that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth” (9:16).  It was a purpose for power and 
proclamation.  But Pharaoh did not cooperate with God’s purpose.  Although God said, “I have raised 
you up …,” Pharaoh’s attitude was revealed by God: “You are still exalting yourself …” (9:17).  God 
raised him up but Pharaoh was trying to grab the glory.  God has also raised us up for His same 
purposes: to show His power and to have His name proclaimed.  Substituting any other primary 
purpose is to be “still exalting yourself.” 
 
February 2 — Exodus 10-12 — Great Favor (about 1446 BC).  Even after nine great plagues were 
suffered by the people of Egypt under the mighty hand of Israel’s God, “the LORD gave the people 
favor in the sight of the Egyptians” (11:3).  It was also considered that “Moses was very great in the 
land of Egypt.”  That is so unnatural—so supernatural!  Our all-powerful God can, and does, change 
the hearts of people to accomplish His purposes.  Even after all the firstborn in Egypt were killed and 
“there was not a house where someone was not dead” (12:30), because the LORD had given the 
people of Israel favor in the sight of the Egyptians, they were given “silver and gold jewelry and … 
clothing” (12:35).  It was not just that the Egyptians wanted to get rid of the Israelites but they wanted 
to help them because God had changed their hearts.  God is still changing hearts today and many 
are receiving the great favor of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
 
February 3 — Exodus 13-15 — Better Red than Dead? (about 1446 BC).  During the Cold War 
against Soviet Communism in the late 1950s, the slogan, “Better Red than Dead” was often heard.  It 
placed a higher priority on life than on principle.  The newly-escaped people of Israel had a similar 
feeling when the Egyptian army chased them and they protested to Moses, “It would have been better 
for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness” (14:12).  They also placed their priority on 
life, feeling that bondage would be better than losing their lives.  Sometimes for us also, the evil way 
appears to be a better choice than God’s way.  But Moses looked at the situation with eyes of faith 
and challenged them to “fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD” (14:13).  God has 
promised the believer eternal life—a life of quality on earth and a life of bliss in heaven.  When the 
forces of evil threaten us, we also need to not fear, to stand firm, and to wait for what God will do for 
us. 
 
February 4 — Exodus 16-18 — Massah and Meribah (about 1446 BC).  It had been only 45 days 
since Israel’s miraculous deliverance from Egypt through the Red Sea, yet they “grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron” (16:2) because of hunger (16:3).  Moses told them, “Your grumbling is not against 
us but against the LORD” (16:8).  Moses and Aaron were God’s appointed leaders of this ungrateful 
congregation.  (Remember this, the next time you have a complaint about your pastor!)  In spite of 
their attitude, God graciously gave the people quail in the evening and manna in the morning for forty 
years! (16:35).  Later, at another location, “the people grumbled against Moses” (17:3) because of 
thirst.  Again, God graciously gave the people water by having Moses strike the rock at Horeb from 
which a stream began to flow (17:6).  Moses gave two names to that place: Massah and Meribah, 
which means “testing” and “quarreling” (17:7).  Let us avoid a complaining attitude that might make 
others want to rename us! 
 
February 5 — Exodus 19-21 — Indeed Obey (about 1446 BC).  God promised Israel that, “if you will 
indeed obey my voice … you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples” (19:5).  The word 
“indeed” stuck out to me as indicating the seriousness of purpose—a resolve more than a wish.  



Israel’s initial response was firm: “All that the LORD has spoken we will do” (19:8).  Their subsequent 
history proved these to be pretty empty words.  God’s scheduled appearance to Israel was very 
impressive, accompanied by a smoking and shaking mountain, by thunder and lightning, and by a 
heavenly “trumpet [that] grew louder and louder” (19:19).  This frightened the people so much that 
they said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die” 
(20:19).  But Moses told them that God’s dramatic demonstration of His power was meant “to test 
you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin” (20:20).  True obedience to God is 
indeed as important for us as it was for Israel. 
 
February 6 — Exodus 22-24 — Protect and Punish (about 1446 BC).  The Lord provided detailed 
laws in these chapters.  Some of them carefully determined the guilty persons and assigned 
appropriate punishments for them.  Other laws were intended to protect innocent and disadvantaged 
people from being abused by those who were wicked and powerful.  There were laws against going 
along with a mob mentality in the street or in the court: We are not to “fall in with the many to do evil” 
or to join “with the many, so as to pervert justice” (23:2).  God is just and He wants us to have the 
same attitudes and standards of justice.  We are to protect the little guy but not be partial to him either 
(23:3).  We are not to join in with the majority unless they are truly in the right.  Rather, we are to 
expose the guilty and demand that they are punished for their wrongdoing. 
 
February 7 — Exodus 25-27 — Tabernacle Design (about 1446 BC).  Very detailed instructions 
were given to Moses for constructing the Tabernacle that would be used for 40 years in the 
wilderness plus many more years in the Promised Land.  All the materials were to be donated by the 
people (25:1), the variety and amount needed being massive.  The lampstand alone was made of 
pure gold weighing one talent (75 lbs. [34 kg]; 25:39).  The mercy seat on top of the ark was of pure 
gold and most of the other furniture inside the tabernacle was overlaid with gold.  The availability of 
that amount of gold could be explained by the gifts of gold jewelry given by Egyptian neighbors the 
day they left Egypt (12:35).  But how about the acacia wood?  There were no acacia trees growing in 
the wilderness, so they must have brought it out of Egypt.  The Ark of the Covenant was made of 
acacia wood (25:10), as was the Table of Presence (25:23) and the altar (27:1).  The upright frames 
for the outside tent required 96 boards of acacia wood, each 15 feet (4.6 m) long.  They were carried 
through the bed of the Red Sea.  Why?  They had no idea at the time but God had provided them to 
be used later to build this Tabernacle.  God designs and provides beyond our expectations and 
imagination! 
 
February 8 — Exodus 28-29 — For Glory and Beauty (about 1446 BC).  Two 
times in chapter 28, God said that the priestly garments were to be made “for glory 
and for beauty” (28:2, 40).  They were beautiful.  The robe, the precious stones, the 
turban, and the sash displayed color, value, and skillful handwork (see attachment).  
God displayed His appreciation for details in the construction of these beautiful 
garments.  The garments were also “for glory.”  It seems to me that the physical 
beauty of the garments was meant to point to the glory of God.  It points to Him 
because everything about Him is beautiful and valuable.  Do the garments you 
wear point to the glory of God?  We Christians are also priests: “a royal priesthood” 
(1 Pet. 2:9) and are representatives of God on earth.  Paul said that “whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).  Let’s look good for His glory, too! 
 
February 9 — Exodus 30-32 — Holy to the LORD (about 1446 BC).  Moses spent 
40 days on the mountain receiving detailed instruction from God about the tabernacle and its 
furnishings.  Repeatedly, God spoke of these things as being so holy that people would die if they 
were used in an unauthorized way.  Then God gave Moses “two tablets of the testimony, tablets of 
stone, written with the finger of God” (31:18).  One would think that these God-written tablets would 
be holy beyond measure.  Yet, when Moses came down and saw the blatant idolatry of Aaron and the 



people, “he threw the tablets … and broke them” (32:19).  Weren’t these holy tablets?!  Wasn’t Moses 
afraid to break them?!  But there is no indication of God’s displeasure regarding Moses’ action.  Why 
not?  Probably because Moses was protesting the people’s rebellion against Yahweh.  We also need 
zeal for God’s honor by demanding, for ourselves and for those under our spiritual care, obedience to 
what He has commanded. 
 
February 10 — Exodus 33-35 — Finding Favor (about 1446 BC).  A verse stood out to me today that 
I don’t remember having read before: “… please show me now your ways, that I may know you in 
order to find favor in your sight” (33:13).  There are two steps mentioned here that can take us toward 
finding favor in God’s sight, that is, to be pleasing to Him.  Every Christian should want to do that.  
The first step is asking God to “show me … your ways”.  We find that primarily in His Word.  So, one 
part of seeing the ways of God is to immerse ourselves regularly in the Scriptures.  That is what you 
are doing in this year-long project of being an accountable Bible reader.  Before you read each day, 
ask God to teach you His ways.  The second step is “that I may know you.”  Knowing God is a step 
beyond knowing His ways.  The first step may have more to do with intellectual understanding and 
the second step more with a personal relationship.  I encourage you to memorize that request of 
Moses and to pray it to God each morning before you open His Word.   
 
February 11 — Exodus 36-38 — Restrained Giving (about 1446 BC).  What a problem Moses faced!  
After asking the people to give materials for the construction of the tabernacle, they were so 
responsive that they had to be stopped: “So the people were restrained from bringing …” (36:6).  How 
much had they brought?  The required amount of gold was over 29 talents (38:24), which is 2,175 lbs 
(987 kg), more than the weight of the small Smart car.  Its modern value would be over $60 million     
(about $42,838,000).  Add to that over $2 million in silver and over $100,000 in bronze that was 
needed.  They gave that much and still had to be restrained!  Oh, that we would have that problem in 
our churches today!  Although the people of Israel failed in many ways, they excelled in being an 
example in giving.  
 
February 12 — Exodus 39-40 — The First Day (period of 1446 - 1445 BC).  All the materials donated 
by the people were turned into structure and furnishings for the tabernacle, Israel’s center for worship.  
It was significant that God told Moses to put the tabernacle together and construct it on a single, 
particular day, “the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month” (40:17).  That marked 
the first anniversary, to the day, of their being released from slavery in Egypt.  It coincided with the 
beginning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, about which God said, “This day shall be for you a 
memorial day” (Ex. 12:14).  It was a double celebration!  The Feast was a reminder that God had 
delivered them and the Tabernacle was a reminder that God was with them.  That “first day of the 
month” celebration was transformed by a “first day of the week” celebration in the New Testament 
when Jesus was raised from the dead.  It has become our special day of worship, set aside every 
week to honor God. 
 
February 13 — Leviticus 1-4 — Offerings (about 1445 BC).  After describing the tabernacle and its 
construction in Exodus, Leviticus begins with instructions about ritual offerings made to God.  These 
were burnt offerings to be offered by the priests on the altar near the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.  
There were various kinds of offerings and they were presented for several reasons.  First were the 
voluntary offerings of animals (bulls, goats, sheep, turtledoves, or pigeons) or of grain (baked or as 
flour).  These were given simply to please the Lord.  Then, in chapter 4, are the required offerings for 
sins that were committed unintentionally.  Because the priest’s sins were “bringing guilt on the 
people” (4:3), sins committed by the priests were treated differently than the sins of the whole 
congregation, leaders of the people, or the common person.  On this side of the cross, we only have 
to confess our sins to God in order to receive forgiveness (1 Jn. 1:9).  Aren’t you glad?! 
 



February 14 — Leviticus 5-7 — Realizing One’s Guilt (about 1445 BC).  Although there are 11 kinds 
of offerings or sacrifices mentioned in these three chapters, the primary ones are the burnt, grain, 
peace, sin, and guilt offerings.  Many times in chapters 4-6, the phrase “he realizes his guilt” is used 
(e.g., 5:2) to indicate that the person committed a sin “unintentionally” (5:14, 17).  Although the 
phrase “realized his guilt” is also used in 6:4, the context of that paragraph shows that the sins were 
committed intentionally, not accidentally or unknowingly, i.e., sins of deceit, robbery, oppressing 
others, and lying (6:2-3).  In these cases, “realized his guilt” seems to mean “was convicted about his 
sin.”  Sometimes Christians knowingly commit sins, but they excuse or tolerate them until God 
bothers them about it, or convicts them emotionally.  That is part of God’s process of leading us to 
repentance. 
 
February 15 — Leviticus 8-10 — Lest You Die! (about 1445 BC).  God’s holiness and 
commandments must be respected.  Israel learned that lesson in a dramatic way when the two oldest 
sons of Aaron were killed when fire came out from the LORD’s presence because they “offered 
unauthorized fire” (10:1) in disobedience to God’s commands and showed disrespect for His holiness 
(“Among those who are near me I will be sanctified”—10:3).  Earlier, God had warned Aaron and his 
sons not to leave the tent of meeting for seven days, “so that you do not die” (8:35).  After the deaths 
of Nadab and Abihu, Moses warned Aaron and his two surviving sons to obey specific commands, 
“lest you die” (10: 6, 7, 9).  All of this had to do with respecting God’s holiness: “You are to distinguish 
between the holy and the common” (10:10).  Is our obedience important to God?  Absolutely!  It is 
unlikely that He would kill us on the spot but we must learn to respect His holiness. 
 
February 16 — Leviticus 11-13 — Holy Difference (about 1445 BC).  These chapters contain God’s 
laws about cleanliness, not according to what is hygienic but what is holy.  It involves rules about 
what may and may not be eaten, about procedures following giving birth, and about examining sores 
on one’s skin or clothing.  God doesn’t reveal His reasons for certain things being clean or unclean 
and we don’t really need to know.  He does, however, give reasons for why certain edible things are 
clean or unclean.  At the end of those instructions, God’s twice-declared first reason was about who 
He is: “For I am the LORD” (11:44, 45).  The “For” introduces His reason: He is God, our creator, and 
our lawgiver.  The second reason He gives is also repeated twice: “be holy, for I am holy” (11:44, 45): 
He wants us to stand out from the world around us as being different from them and being related to 
Him. Does the difference in your life stand out to others in your neighborhood, work, or school? 
 
February 17 — Leviticus 14-15 — Keeping Clean (about 1445 BC).  Chapter 14 continues from the 
previous chapter concerning laws about skin diseases.  The laws even project ahead 40 years when 
they “come into the land of Canaan” (14:33) where they will begin to build houses instead of living in 
tents.  The priest acted not only in a spiritual way as a connector of people to God but he also acted 
as a physician who had to evaluate skin diseases.  For infected walls, he became a sort of a building 
inspector to “examine the disease” (14:37).  For a conclusion of all the laws about diseases and body 
discharges, it says that the purpose is to “keep the people of Israel separate from their uncleanness, 
lest they die … by defiling my tabernacle” (15:31).  These laws were given to preserve a people who 
were pure before God.  God has the same desire for us today, that we live in purity before Him in 
contrast to the uncleanness of the world around us. 
 
February 18 — Leviticus 16-18 — Surrounding Sin (about 1445 BC).  The live goat was sent into 
the wilderness bearing “all the iniquities … transgressions … sins” (16:21) of the people of Israel.  
That reminds me of David’s statement that “as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove 
our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12).  It is also easy to compare the scapegoat with Jesus, 
“the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).  God wants to separate sin from 
us and He also wants us to separate ourselves from sin’s influences.  God told wandering Israel to 
look to their past: “You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt where you lived” (18:3).  He also 
had them look to their future and told them, “you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan” (18:3).  



The world around us is filled with attitudes and actions that are contrary to God’s ways, and we must 
recognize that and be willing to shield ourselves from it. 
 
February 19 — Leviticus 19-21 — I am the LORD (about 1445 BC).  In these 3 chapters, God 
identifies Himself 21 times with, “I am the LORD.”  That emphasis is not only announcing His name 
(Yahweh) but it is also a declaration of His authority over all mankind.  Essentially all these 
statements are given at the end of individual commands to be obeyed, e.g., “… you shall observe all 
my statutes and all my rules, and do them: I am the LORD” (19:37).  Three times He says, “I the 
LORD am holy” (19:2, 20:26, 21:8) and with each of those statements, there is a call for us to be holy.  
Of course, only Jesus could reach that target but it is still our aim.  We learn about holiness from what 
the Bible says about who God is and we are to turn our attention toward thinking and acting in holy 
ways. 
 
February 20 — Leviticus 22-23 — Only the Best (about 1445 BC).  In many places in Leviticus when 
instructions are presented regarding sacrifices given to God, there is an emphasis on the quality of 
the animal being presented: “You shall not offer anything that has a blemish, for it will not be 
acceptable for you” (22:20).  Why?  Because our selfish tendency would be to give to God what we 
don’t want, what is not valuable to us.  Another reason is that since God is perfect and worthy, He 
deserves only the best, and we should give to Him from the best that we have.  That reminded me of 
a great hymn written in 1902 by Howard Grose.  Here is part of it: Give of your best to the Master; // 
Give Him first place in your heart; // Give Him first place in your service; // Consecrate every part.  // 
Give, and to you will be given; // God His beloved Son gave; // Gratefully seeking to serve Him, // 
Give Him the best that you have. 

 
February 21 — Leviticus 24-25 — God’s Provision (about 1445 BC).  Remember when God first 
began providing manna for Israel?  He provided enough manna on the sixth day to be kept over for 
the Sabbath day, so they could keep that day holy and neither gather the manna nor cook it (Ex. 
16:29).  The situation in our passage today is very similar: Because every seventh year was to be a 
Sabbath for the land, God arranged that “in the sixth year … it will produce a crop sufficient for three 
years” (Lev. 25:21).  In both of these cases, God provided for the people for rest and so they could 
devote special time to honor Him.  Are you trusting God to supply enough for you so you won’t 
sacrifice time that should be given to Him for worship and service?  Let’s make sure that we honor the 
Lord in our work as well as our worship. 

 
February 22 — Leviticus 26-27 — Progressive Discipline (about 1445 BC)   
After describing all the blessings God would bestow on Israel in the Promised Land if they obeyed 
Him (26:3-13), He listed five levels of discipline that would be applied to continued disobedience.  The 
first level was, “… if you … will not do all these commandments … then I will do this to you …” (26:14, 
16).  “And if in spite of this you will not listen to me, then I will discipline you again sevenfold for your 
sins” (26:18).  That is the second level and it gets worse.  Three increasingly severe levels of 
discipline for continued sin follow that (26:21, 23, 27).  God is serious about our obedience and is 
persistent in painfully prodding us back when we go astray.  Why do we go down that road?  Why do 
we continue?  It is so much better and pleasant for us to walk down the road of obedience and 
blessing. 
 
February 23 — Numbers 1-2 — At the Center (about 1445 BC)   
The English title “Numbers” comes mostly from the census taken at the beginning (1:46) and near the 
end (26:51).  It lays out more laws and describes the history and lessons of having to wander for 40 
years because of disobedience.  These first chapters tell us something about God.  First, He is all-
knowing.  He called out the names of the leaders that He chose out of each of the 12 tribes of Israel 
(1:5-15).  He knew their names and their father’s names.  These leaders numbered all the males of 
military age in their tribes.  Some have argued about these numbers since they all appear to be 



rounded off and the total number of the people, over two million, seems too large to move around and 
camp as it is told in Numbers.  But this is the Word of God and it must be taken at face value.  God is 
also organized.  He ordered these tribes to camp around the tabernacle in an orderly way, three 
tribes on each side of the tent of meeting (2:3, 10, 18, 25).  This also points out to us that as the 
tabernacle was at the center of the camp and at the center of their march, so is God to be the center 
in our lives.  Turn to Him in worship and decision-making today as you march and camp through life! 
 
February 24 — Numbers 3-4 — Deadly Holiness (about 1445 BC)   
I heard someone praying recently in a manner that seemed to me to be way too casual as if God 
were a jolly best-buddy.  I don’t think we appreciate the awesomeness of God enough.  He is holy 
beyond our understanding.  In the operation of taking down and moving the tabernacle, God 
protected His holiness.  God chose the Levites to be holy to Him “instead of every firstborn” (3:12).  
He said, “They shall be mine” (3:13).  The Levites were to protect God’s holiness by camping around 
and guarding the tabernacle 
(3:23, 29, 35).  Aaron and his sons were to protect the holiness of the contents of the tabernacle.  
They were the ones to cover and prepare all of the items to be carried by the Levite sons of Kohath 
(4:5ff).  But the sons of Kohath were not to touch these holy things (4:15) or even look at them before 
they were covered up “lest they die” (4:20).  That is deadly holiness!  Our approach to God ought to 
be more of “Holy, Holy, Holy” than “Hey, there …”! 
 
February 25 — Numbers 5-6 — Separation (about 1445 BC)   
There are two very different kinds of separation in today’s reading.  The first was the separation from 
the congregation of any person who was unclean through a skin disease, a discharge, or touching a 
dead person (5:2).  God’s purpose was so they would not defile the camp “in the midst of which I 
dwell” (5:3).  It was a separation to protect the honor and holiness of God.  The second separation 
was a voluntary personal commitment to set aside a certain number of days “to separate himself to 
the LORD” (6:2) by means of a Nazirite vow.  This separation was to be from any grape product, from 
cutting a man’s hair, and from touching a dead person.  The purpose was so that, “he shall be holy” 
(6:5).  Paul sounded a similar note, quoting from Isaiah 52:11, to “go out from their midst, and be 
separate from them … and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you” (2 Cor. 6:17).  Today, we 
are to separate ourselves from being involved in the uncleanness of the sinful world around us and 
wholly separate ourselves to God in worship and service. 
 
February 26 — Numbers 7 — Expensive Dedication (about 1445 BC)   
After Moses had “anointed and consecrated the altar” of sacrifice (v. 1), there followed 12 days of 
“dedication of the altar” (v. 11) by the chiefs of each tribe.  The 12 silver plates and basins were of 
exactly the same weight and so were the 12 golden dishes, totaling over $69,000 at today’s prices.  
These were given for continued use in later tabernacle worship.  In addition, were given 36 bulls, 72 
rams, 72 male goats, and 72 male lambs, totaling over $186,600 at today’s prices.  That is a total of 
over $255,000 given to God in order to dedicate the altar of sacrifice.  Extravagant?  Yes, but it was a 
worthy contribution to honor a holy God. 
 
February 27 — Numbers 8-10 — Waiting on God (about 1445 BC)   
When it was time to celebrate their second Passover, some men who were unclean from touching 
dead bodies, asked Moses if they could keep the Passover.  Moses’ response was, “Wait, that I may 
hear what the LORD will command concerning you” (9:8).  God then gave Moses directions 
concerning that situation.  A similar thing happened earlier when a half-Egyptian man blasphemed the 
name of Yahweh.  The people took the man to Moses to ask about what should be done to him.  “And 
they put him in custody, till the will of the LORD should be clear to them” (Lev. 24:12).  God 
responded that he should be stoned to death.  When we don’t know the answer regarding what we 
ought to do, we need to turn to God and ask for His direction.  For us, the answer is probably already 
in the Bible. 



 
February 28 — Numbers 11-13 — The Anger of God (about 1445 BC)   
Four times in today’s reading God’s anger is mentioned.  Three times (11:1, 10, 33) it was connected 
to Israel’s complaint about the lack of meat to eat, in spite of the fact that they had brought many 
sheep, goats, and cattle with them from Egypt.  God punished them by killing some with fire (11:1) 
and later killing many, “with a very great plague” (11:33) while they were gorging themselves with the 
miraculously delivered quail.  One would think that would be enough to stop the rest from complaining 
about how God was handling things.  But in the next chapter, Miriam and Aaron were bold enough to 
complain about Moses’ leadership, claiming to be equal mediators of God’s word: “Has he not spoken 
through us also?” (12:2).  God said to them, “Why … were you not afraid to speak against my servant 
Moses?” (12:8).  Again, “the anger of the LORD was kindled” (12:9) and Miriam was punished with a 
week’s worth of leprosy.  When we are tempted to complain about how God is handling things in our 
lives, we should remember Miriam and the ungrateful quail eaters. 
 


