
February (C2C) 
(comments based on ESV text) 

 
February 1—Rev. Doctor.  Lev. 11-13.  In chapter 13, the priest seems to be acting in the role of a 
diagnostic doctor as he examines skin for signs of disease.  My guess is that he would rather be 
involved in more “spiritual” things.  Do you know that our pastors today have many responsibilities 
that one might consider to be in the “mundane” category, seemingly unrelated to the study and 
presentation of the Word of God?  We need to pray for them, that they will be dedicated and efficient 
in all their tasks.  Would you please stop and do that now? 
 
February 2—Reasons to Read.  Lev. 14-15.  Before we actually began this reading program, I 
shared with many of you the first of “Five Reasons to Read the Bible When You Feel Absolutely 
Nothing,” by Stephen Altrogge.  I think many of you are not “feeling” much as we plow our way 
through these OT laws.  The first reason we should keep on reading anyway was that it is a way of 
acknowledging my dependence on God.  By continuing to read, we are saying that we know we 
need God and the spiritual strength He gives us through leaning toward Him.  The second reason we 
keep at it is that God rewards those who seek Him (Heb. 11:6).  Altrogge writes, “God rewards 
those who seek him. Not those who feel him.  Not those who get warm fuzzies or feel spiritual 
electricity coursing through their souls.  When I read the Bible, I am expressing faith that God will 
reward me for seeking him.  And ... God will reward me for seeking him.  If I only read God’s word 
when I feel like it, I am choosing to forfeit rewards from God.”  Keep reading and tell God you are 
looking for Him in Leviticus.  Then, tell Him how thankful you are that you live on the New Covenant 
side of those ceremonial laws. 
 
February 3—Holy Living.  Lev. 16-18.  What can we learn about God from our reading today?  We 
are reminded here about what we have seen in the past: He is to be honored and treated as holy.  He 
is exact in His commands and is serious about our complete obedience.  Can you imagine how Aaron 
felt after two of his sons died (16:1) because they did something in worship that was not 
commanded?  It is easy to think that after that, he would pay careful attention to the command about 
entering the Holy Place “so that he may not die” (16:2).  We are not required to obey the laws of the 
OT unless they are confirmed in the NT but we are to treat commands to us with real seriousness.  
We mess with the holiness of God if we don’t.  Living in the “age of grace” does not exempt us from 
thorough obedience.  Our God is a holy God. 
 
February 4—Holy God.  Lev. 19-21.  The holiness of God is emphasized again in this reading.  Many 
sins are said to disparage or depreciate the LORD’s pristine character.  Throughout chapter 21, we 
see that priests are held to a higher standard than the rest of the people because they represent this 
holy God.  This concept also carries forward into the NT where James 3:1 says, “Not many of you 
should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness” (ESV).  When we or our Christian leaders sin, it makes God look bad in the eyes of others, 
reducing His holy status. 
 
February 5—Exact Words.  Lev. 22-25.  I have noticed one oft-repeated expression in Leviticus: “the 
LORD spoke to Moses, saying...”  I counted them today—27 times in 27 chapters.  There is also one 
in the final chapter of Exodus and 22 more in Numbers—50 times in 45 chapters.  These are not laws 
that Moses made up, but exacting laws of exact words delivered by God through His servant for His 
people. 
 
February 6—Blessed Nation.  Lev. 26-27.  Congratulations!  We have finished Leviticus.  Much of it 
was difficult to get through with all its detailed descriptions and laws but it is God’s Word and, 
therefore, “profitable” (2 Tim. 3:16) for us.  Chapter 26 reminds us of the importance of obedience to 
the commands of God.  Both blessings and penalties are listed for a nation depending on their trust in 



the Lord and following His ways.  Yes, the nation here refers to the people of Israel but I believe its 
promised blessings would apply to any nation that turns toward God.  It is always pleasing to see 
Christians who have risen to leadership in government.  Are you praying for the spiritual direction of 
your nation?  Please pray for these people in leadership, that they will be instrumental in turning the 
direction of the country toward the Lord. 
 
February 7 — Numbers.  Num. 1-2.  The book of Numbers is well named in the sense that the first 
four chapters start with a census of over 600,000 Israelite men of fighting age, tribe by tribe.  The 
name given to this book in Hebrew, however, means “in the wilderness,” which better describes the 
whole book.  The book covers about 38 years of Israel’s wanderings, leading to the edge of the land 
promised to Abraham for his descendants.  It is a historical book that explains events of this period 
but it is also a moral book that shows many failures of the people to follow God’s commands and trust 
in Him.  Before you come down too hard on the people of that day, think about how you would do in 
trying to live a godly life without the indwelling Holy Spirit.  That perspective makes men like 
Abraham, Joseph, and Moses even greater giants of faith and obedience.  The structure of this book 
has two rather short sections describing their travels, inserted between three substantial sections of 
laws.  Hang in there!  If you made it through Leviticus, you can get through Numbers as well. 
 
February 8 — Bodyguards.  Num. 3-4.  Today, I saw something that I had either not noticed before 
or had forgotten: the Levites were basically bodyguards for the priests (3:10).  After numbering all of 
the other tribes, the Levites finally get numbered here at 22,000 but from an age of one month instead 
of 20 years.  This was the smallest tribe.  Was 22,000 a round number?  It doesn’t appear to be so, 
because when the 22,273 firstborn boys of Israel were counted and given to the LORD by substituting 
the 22,000 Levites, the balance of 273 had to be redeemed with money given to Aaron and his sons.  
When the tabernacle would be moved, the Kohathite clan of Levites were given the responsibility to 
carry the inside articles of the Holy Place and Most Holy Place (4:4) but only Aaron and his sons were 
allowed to see (4:20) or handle the holy objects while they were being packed.  Holiness is a serious 
subject with God. 
 
 
February 9 — Blessing.  Num. 5-6.  God gave Aaron and his sons a beautiful blessing (6:24-26) to 
be pronounced over the people of Israel.  It is so general that it is sometimes used today by pastors 
as a benediction at the close of a worship service.  It is also my prayer for you today, that God will 
give you blessing, security, grace, and peace as He watches over and loves you, His chosen child of 
faith. 
 
February 10 — More Sacrifices.  Num. 7-8.  I know some of you ladies have been squirming while 
reading earlier bloody accounts of how animal sacrifices were made.  In today’s reading, there are no 
gory details but there are huge numbers of animals sacrificed over the 12-day dedication of the altar: 
36 bulls and twice as many rams, lambs, and goats.  Did you get through those 89 verses of chapter 
7 without skimming?  In typical Hebrew fashion, the exact same descriptions were given for each of 
the 12 tribes.  The Levites were given early retirement, having served from age 30-50 (8:25).  
Actually, it was semi-retirement, because they were then responsible to function only as guards for 
the tabernacle.  After age 50, they were likely more like “bumpers” than “bouncers.” 
 
February 11 — Quail Wail.  Num. 9-11.  God gave Israel manna soon after leaving Egypt, which 
continued for the full 40 years of their wanderings (Ex. 16:35).  Now, after two years of eating this 
miraculously supplied food, we read that they wailed against Moses and God, complaining that they 
had nothing “but this manna to look at” (Num. 11:6).  They had provision but they wanted variety.  
Never satisfied!  We could learn a lesson from this and intentionally adjust our attitudes from greed to 
gratitude.  Much of what we already have, we don’t really need.  We should learn to be grateful for 
what God has given us rather than focusing on what we do not have, or on what others have.  God 



gave a combined present-punishment to Israel in the form of a month’s supply of quail, piled three 
feet high surrounding the camp.  They gorged on it until they were sick of it.  Beware of what you wail 
for! 
 
February 12 — Grasshoppers or Giants.  Num. 12-14.  Ten of the spies saw themselves as 
grasshoppers (13:33) but God saw them as cowards, people who despised God by refusing to 
believe Him (14:11).  Are we giants of faith or grasshoppers?  Thanks to Moses’ wise appeal to God 
for that unbelieving congregation, they were spared immediate destruction, but still paid long-term 
consequences for their sin by spending another 38 years in the wilderness until the doubters had 
died.  What blessings from God are “on hold” for us because we refuse to believe something He has 
promised to us?  Let us grow from grasshoppers into giants of faith! 
 
 
February 13 — Dunces.  Num. 15-16.  Dense Israel!  Severe lessons were required to teach them 
the importance of obedience.  Aaron and Miriam had learned an important lesson when they rebelled 
against Moses (12:10), now Korah and his followers are even more severely punished for rebelling 
against God’s appointed leader.  The three main leaders of Korah’s rebellion and their families were 
buried alive by God’s action (16:33).  The 250 other leaders who followed them were burned up with 
fire from heaven (16:35).  You would think that would be enough to teach the rest of the people about 
the high importance God places on submission to His appointed authority, but the very next day 
(16:41) the people blamed Moses and Aaron for the tragedies and they were visited with a plague.  
Dense, slow learners!  We should check our attitudes toward the leaders God has placed over us in 
our churches.  Are we praying for them and submitting to them? 
 
February 14 — Letter of the Law.  Num. 17-20.  Hope budded with Aaron’s staff because it seemed 
like Israel was gladly accepting God’s choice for leadership (17:12) but it didn’t last long.  When there 
was no fresh water in a new location, they grumbled, wishing they had died with others God had slain 
earlier for their rebellion (20:3).  In my mind, they were really asking for it!  Because they were 
rebellious, they identified with those who had rebelled in the past.  To satisfy their need for water, 
God instructed Moses to take his staff and “tell” the rock to give water (20:8).  But Moses acted in 
anger and disobedience by "striking" the rock twice (20:10-11).  As punishment for not honoring Him, 
God refused to allow Moses to enter the Promised Land.  Moses might have been following the spirit 
of the law but not the letter of the law, which God required. 
 
February 15 — Faulty People.  Num. 21-23.  Again, Israel complained against God and Moses about 
the manna and lack of water (21:5).  This time they were punished with poisonous snakes.  Always 
complaining—never satisfied!  That reminds me of the great epigram: “How odd of God to choose the 
Jews” (from British journalist William Ewer).  But God was patient and forgiving because He chose 
them and made a covenant with them, knowing full well the trouble they would be.  Then Balaam and 
his talking and reasoning donkey appeared on the scene.  Like the mysterious priest Melchizedek 
that Abraham met, there were people outside of God’s chosen people group who knew and served 
Him.  Balaam was faulty and flirted with disaster by apparently not being wholehearted, but God still 
used him to bring a positive message to Balak about Israel.  We probably look like Israel or Balaam 
sometimes to God.  Thank Him today for His mercy and grace to you! 
 
February 16 — Planted Trees.  Num. 24-26.  This might be a good time to emphasize why it is 
important to be reading God’s Word.  Earlier, we looked at two reasons given by Stephen Altrogge for 
continuing to read when we “feel absolutely nothing.”  First, we read because it acknowledges our 
dependence on God.  Second, it is a way of connecting with the rewards promised to those who seek 
Him.  Thirdly, Altrogge says that reading Scripture is primarily a planting activity.  Like a planted 
tree, its growth is so slow that it may not be noticeable, but it is growing and will eventually bear fruit.  
Right now, you might be reading just to get through Numbers, but God is using it to inform and 



prepare you for His designed benefits.  Just keep reading and thank God that He is working in you 
whether you see it or not! 
 
February 17 — Meekness.  Num. 27-29.  Moses had been called the meekest man on earth (Num. 
12:3).  We see an example of that controlled attitude in today’s reading.  When God told him of his 
impending death, what was Moses’ response?  It was not about himself, but about others.  He asked 
God to appoint a leader to succeed him in order to lead the people of Israel (27:17).  Joshua would 
replace Moses but he would be different in some ways.  Joshua would be “a man in whom is the 
Spirit” (27:18).  This was not the experience of Moses, who talked with God face to face (Ex. 33:11).  
God would not deal with Joshua in that way but provide more indirect guidance through a process 
conducted by the high priest (27:21).  Meekness has been described as “power under control.”  We 
should look humbly at how God has gifted us, not using it to elevate ourselves or take advantage of 
others, but to think of others as Moses did. 
 
February 18 — Transjordan.  Num. 30-32.  The good grazing land east of the Jordan River was 
conquered by only 2% of Israel’s fighting men, 1,000 from each tribe, and that without a single 
casualty (31:49).  After some misunderstanding, this land was finally awarded to Reuben, Gad, and 
half of the tribe of Manasseh, provided that their fighting men (“every man who is armed for war”—
31:27) continued with the rest of Israel to conquer the Promised Land on the west side of the Jordan.  
The “little ones, our wives, our livestock, and all our cattle” (32:26) would remain on the east side, 
Transjordan.  We will have to see later if all, or as little as 2% of their fighting men, fought on the west 
side leaving the others to protect their families and property. 
 
February 19 — By the Numbers.  Num. 33-36.  It seems appropriate to end Numbers with numbers.  
Summarizing Israel’s wanderings, they had “camped” in 42 places in 40 years, 17 of them being 
places mentioned nowhere else, so their locations are unclear.  As God had named 12 family heads 
in Num. 1 at the beginning of their wanderings, in 34:19ff He appoints 10 tribal chiefs to divide the 
land west of the Jordan River.  The Levites would be given 48 cities (35:4ff), more like villages, in 
which to live throughout the other tribal areas, each with surrounding grazing areas covering over 200 
acres (83 hectares).  Six of those cities would be “cities of refuge,” places of temporary safety for 
someone who killed a person accidentally (35:11).  These were quite different from the current fad of 
political “sanctuary cities” that even protect guilty criminals from prosecution. 
 
February 20 — Beginning of the End.  Deut. 1-2.  The final book of the Pentateuch, Deuteronomy, 
means “second law,” not really another law but containing a summary of laws previously given to 
Moses for Israel.  It is somewhat of a final sermon he preached to this new generation of God’s 
chosen people, challenging them to do better than their disobedient fathers who rebelled against 
God, forfeiting the Promised Land almost 40 years earlier.  Although most of the laws applied only to 
the OT people, there are many laws about moral conduct that apply to Christians today.  The 
Pentateuch ends with Moses’ death, Joshua installed as the new leader, and the people poised to 
enter the land promised to Abraham centuries earlier. 
 
February 21 — King-sized Bed.  Deut. 3-4.  I googled “king-sized bed” but couldn’t find any 
information regarding the origin of that term, however, there could hardly be a better, or earlier, 
example than the one King Og slept in (3:11).  It was 13.5 feet (4.1 m) long and 6 feet (1.8 m) wide.  
That compares to the current California King mattress of 7 feet (2.1 m) long by 6 feet (1.8 m) wide.  
King Og was one of the last of the Rephaim living in that Mideast region.  The word “Rephaim” is 
translated as “giant” in the KJV.  They were apparently a “race” of very large people.  The later giant 
Goliath that David killed was just over 9 feet (2.7 m) tall (1 Sam. 17:4) and King Og could have been 
even taller.  God wanted Moses, Joshua, and David to know, and us to remember, that giants are no 
problem for God.  What is the giant striking fear in your heart today?  God is greater than that giant, 
too! 



 
February 22 — Fear.  Deut. 5-7.  There are some things we should fear.  Israel feared the LORD 
earlier when they heard His voice from the mountain (5:25, 28-29).  Moses told them how to fear God: 
“by keeping all his statutes and his commandments” (6:2).  Jesus said that “the great and first 
commandment” (Mt. 22:38) is to love God wholeheartedly.  This primary commandment in 6:4 is 
referred to as the Shema, Hebrew for the first word of the sentence, “hear.”  Moses told the people “to 
fear the LORD our God,” and notice that it was “for our good always.”  It benefits us to fear God.  
Israel was also told what not to fear: the idolatrous people in the Promised Land (7:18).  They are not 
to even pity them (7:16). 
   
February 23 — Requirements.  Deut. 8-10.  God’s list of requirements for Israel in 10:12-13 apply 
equally to us: fear Him, follow Him, love Him, serve Him, and obey Him!  It reminds me of the 
requirements noted by Micah (6:8): “... what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  The Deuteronomy requirements seem to be 
primarily between us and God, whereas that in Micah is outward evidence that the world around us 
will notice: being just, kind and humble. 
 
February 24 — Truth Over All.  Deut. 11-13.  Obedience to the truth of what God has commanded is 
emphasized in chapter 13 in three different categories.  First, was when a spiritual leader (prophet or 
dreamer) argues against truth (13:1-2).  Even if apparent supernatural signs accompany the appeal to 
disobey God, Israel was to put him to death (13:5).  The second threat was family (13:6-9)—those 
who would entice other family members to turn from God’s worship absolutes.  That person was also 
to be killed (13:9).  Contrary to much popular opinion today, God says that capital punishment is a 
deterrent to wrong-doing (13:11).  The third influence was a whole city that defied the laws of God by 
worshipping idols (13:12-16).  The whole city and everything in it were to be destroyed.  God’s truth is 
to be honored and obeyed even if opposed by influential pastors, fathers, or mayors. 
 
February 25 — Tithing.  Deut. 14-16.  I was surprised to read in 14:23 that the people were to “eat 
the tithe” of their crops “before the LORD.” Earlier we read that the tithe “is the LORD’s; it is holy to 
the LORD” (Lev. 27:30) and in Num. 18:24, the tithe was given to the Levites. I had assumed that the 
Levites were to eat it all. In Deut. 14:27, after repeating the instruction about eating the tithe before 
the LORD, it reminds them not to neglect the Levite.  Perhaps the Levites were to join them in a joint 
celebration feast.  All of this was to be done, “that you may learn to fear the LORD your God always” 
(14:23). In other words, making the effort to travel to the tabernacle to give the tithe in an act of joyful 
worship, stressed its importance to God. The beginning of 14:24 sounds like it is introducing an 
excuse for not having to tithe: if the distance is too far to bring the crops or animals to the tabernacle.  
However, vs. 25 shows that it is still required but allows it to be converted into easier-to-carry money.  
Tithing was important to God and our giving to Him should be treated with a similar seriousness of 
purpose, along with joyfulness of worship. 
 
February 26 — Accountability.  Deut. 17-20.  Today we read again about what determines if 
someone will be held accountable for causing another person’s death.  To be proven guilty, there 
must be evidence of prior hatred and they must have been lying in wait for them (19:11).  Two or 
three witnesses were required to establish a charge against someone (19:15).  However, a false 
witness was to receive the same penalty that would have been given to the person being charged 
(19:19).  God holds people accountable.   
 
February 27 — Reflecting Commandments.  Deut. 21-23.  The ESV Study Bible points out that 
many of the laws we have been reading about in Deuteronomy are following a general pattern of the 
Ten Commandments.  In our reading for today, chapter 21 reviews laws under the general category 
of the sixth commandment: “You shall not murder.”  Then we read about many laws that would fit 
under the seventh commandment: “You shall not commit adultery.”   



 
February 28 — Must I?  Deut. 24-26.  Israel was told to keep “all his commandments” (26:18) and to 
do it with all their heart and soul (:16).  Our actions of obedience are very important but so also are 
our attitudes.  Some of you may be approaching your daily reading of the Pentateuch with more of a 
feeling of duty than of joy.  Being asked to be accountable in keeping up with the reading schedule 
may feel burdensome but it is only a means used to expose your heart and soul to what God has to 
teach you about Himself and His message.  Don’t focus on the duty but on the “booty”—the benefits 
of God’s teaching and molding you.   
 


