
February 
New Testament (2020 study) 

(Comments based on ESV text) 
 
February 1 — Matt. 22 — Silence.  Jesus often shut the mouths of people; they had absolutely no 
response.  The Pharisees asked Him questions “to entangle him in his words” (v. 15) and “to test him” 
(v. 35).  They remind me of belligerent news reporters today who question government leaders, trying 
to push their own agenda and trap the politician with his answers.  But the infinite wisdom of Jesus 
silenced His opponents with His answers.  When the Pharisees heard Jesus’ answer to the 
Sadducees’ trick question, “they marveled.  And they left him and went away” (v. 22).  The text 
doesn’t share the reaction of the Sadducees to Jesus answer to their question about the resurrection 
but it does say that when the people in the crowd “heard it, they were astonished at his teaching” (v. 
33).  At the end of the chapter, the opponents gave up trying to trick Jesus and did not “dare to ask 
him any more questions” (v. 46).  Case closed; mouths closed.  
 
February 2 — Matt. 23 — Seven Woes.  Jesus really let the Jewish scribes and Pharisees have it in 
this chapter, saying seven times, “Woe to you.”  Their hypocrisy was exposed to themselves and to 
the crowd.  Was He just being cruel or getting even for the way they had treated Him?  No, he was 
warning them of their coming doom if they did not “clean the inside” (v. 26).  Jesus’ heart of 
compassion for them is shown in His conclusion: “How often would I have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” (v. 37).  We should 
constantly check ourselves for pharisaical superficiality when we are doing “deeds to be seen by 
others” (v. 5).  Go underground!  Let us do our good deeds anonymously as much as we can.  Don’t 
exalt yourself!  “Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips” 
(Prov. 27:2). 
 
February 3 — Matt. 24 — The End.  There has been a lot of speculation regarding the events Jesus 
revealed in this chapter about world conditions at the time of His return.  What does seem clear is that 
before Jesus comes to “gather his elect” (v. 31), two important things will happen.  1) There will be 
worldwide turmoil called the “great tribulation” (v. 21), with much of it focused on believers who “will 
be hated by all nations” (v. 9), and 2) the “gospel … will be proclaimed throughout the whole world … 
to all nations” (v. 14).  When Jesus comes “on the clouds of heaven” (v. 30), it will be obvious, like the 
lightning flashing from the east to the west (v. 27).  What should we be doing in the meantime?  “Stay 
awake” (v. 42), “be ready” (v. 44), keep serving others (vv. 45-46), and be part of the effort to 
proclaim the gospel to all peoples (v. 14).  Be alert and prepared, serve, and go (or give). 
 
February 4 — Matt. 25 — Be Ready to Serve.  The previous chapter closed with two instructions: to 
“be ready” for Christ’s coming (24:44) and to be faithful in serving others (24:45-46).  Chapter 25 
opens with a story about obeying the command to be ready, represented by the five wise virgins who 
had brought oil for their lamps (25:4).  Then Jesus told two stories to illustrate those who were faithful 
in serving others.  The two servants who doubled the money entrusted to them were faithful in serving 
their master (v. 23).  Then, in the story of the final separation of the sheep and goats, the ones who 
were rewarded with eternal life (v. 46) were those who served the Master by helping people who were 
“hungry … thirsty … stranger … naked … sick …[and] in prison” (vv. 35-36).  So, the theme of this 
chapter is similar to that of the previous one: be ready and keep serving others. 
 
February 5 — Matt. 26 — You said it!  Twice in this chapter, Jesus made the identical statement to 
men who opposed Him: “You have said so” (vv. 25, 65; also in 27:11).  The ESV Study Bible says 
that this Greek expression “deflects responsibility back upon the one asking a question.”  It is an 
indirect way of agreeing.  The first time, it was said to Judas at the Last Supper (v. 25), who had 
already received money for his planned betrayal (v. 15).  Judas should have been spiritually arrested 
in his plans, when with divine knowledge, Jesus revealed what Judas was planning.  He should have 



aborted his plan when Jesus warned, “woe to that man” and that it “would have been better … if he 
had not been born” (v. 24).  But sin had blinded his eyes and hardened his heart.  The second time 
Jesus said, “You have said so” was to the high priest when He was asked directly, “tell us if you are 
the Christ, the Son of God” (v. 63).  Jesus’ positive answer (see 27:43) was taken as blasphemy and 
He was declared deserving of death.  Both Judas and the high priest were given evidence of Jesus’ 
divine nature, yet they both went ahead with their plans to reject Him.  Pray for those around you 
today trapped in that same sinful bondage. 
 
February 8 — Matt. 27 — Innocent Blood.  Judas realized that he had sinned but he confessed it 
only to the chief priests and elders, apparently not to God.  He admitted that he had betrayed 
“innocent blood” (v. 4) but confessing it only to man did not clear his conscience and he ended up 
killing himself.  The only other place in the New Testament where this Greek word translated 
“innocent” is used is also connected to the blood of Jesus.  After being warned by his wife about “that 
righteous man” (v. 19), Pilate “washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this 
man’s blood’” (v. 24).  He washed his hands but not his conscience.  In fact, he acted against his 
conscience because he had said, “I find no guilt in this man” (Luke 23:4).  God knows our hearts.  He 
knows how sorry we really are about our sins.  He knows when, like Judas, we may be brave enough 
to confess it to people but not humble enough to confess it to God.  He knows when, like Pilate, we 
rationalize our sin in order to think of ourselves as being righteous. 
 
February 9 — Matt. 28 — Resurrection Responses.  The guards were the only eyewitnesses at the 
time of the resurrection event when they saw that the angel “rolled back the stone and sat on it” (v. 2) 
and they reacted with great fear (v. 4).  The angel told the two Marys not to be afraid but after being 
instructed to tell the disciples, they left “with fear and great joy” (v. 8).  This was a different kind of 
fear; it was overwhelming awe mixed with joy.  The guards reacted by telling the whole story to the 
chief priests (v. 11).  They were likely filled with the fear that their jobs or lives were in danger from 
the Roman governor (v. 14) because they had failed in their task to guard the tomb and its contents.  
The response of the chief priests was to invent a coverup story and bribe the guards to lie about it 
(vv. 12-13).  The response of the Eleven was that of worship (with initial doubt—v. 17).  What is our 
response?  As Jesus instructed His disciples, we also must respond by making disciples wherever we 
go, telling them with joy about the life on the other side of the Resurrection. 
 
February 10 — Mark 1 — Being Silent.  There is quite a mixture in this chapter of open proclamation 
versus silent obedience.  The announcement of the Messianic forerunner was openly predicted by 
Isaiah: “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way” (v. 2).  Then, in 
fulfillment, John the Baptist proclaimed the Messiah boldly: “After me comes he who is mightier than 
I” (v. 7).  At Jesus’ baptism, there was a public voice from heaven declaring, “You are my beloved 
Son” (v. 11).  Even the demon in the man at the Capernaum synagogue proclaimed, “I know who you 
are the Holy One of God” (v. 24).  At that point in this chapter, however, there is a definite change as 
Jesus commanded the demon to be silent (v. 25).  Later that evening, there were more exorcisms 
but, again, Jesus “would not permit the demons to speak” (v. 34).  Finally, to the cleansed leper, 
Jesus commanded, “See that you say nothing to anyone” (v. 44).  Silence.  For us, however, as we 
read yesterday, God again opens the door for proclamation with Jesus’ command to teach and make 
disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:19-20).  After Pentecost, being silent about Jesus is disobedience. 
 
February 11 — Mark 2 — Hunger Rules?  There is a passage we read today that has always 
puzzled me.  I understand Jesus’ support of the disciples eating wheat grains as they walked through 
a field on the Sabbath because it did not violate God’s Law but only the manmade restrictions the 
Pharisees constructed in their attempt to protect the Law.  I also understand Jesus’ conclusion that 
“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath” (v. 27) because the Sabbath was not 
intended to be idolized but to be respected as something meant to provide rest for man.  What 
puzzles me is Jesus’ apparent approval that David satisfied his hunger by eating the bread of the 



Presence, which only the priests were allowed to eat (v. 26).  Lev. 24:9 says that the priests “… shall 
eat it in a holy place, since it is for him a most holy portion …”  Holy food eaten only by God-
appointed men in a holy place.  On the other hand, also in the time of David, God killed Uzzah for 
touching the holy ark of God when he tried to keep it from falling (2 Sam. 6:7).  It was okay for David 
to touch something holy but not Uzzah.  I don’t get it.  If it still matters to me after I get to heaven, I 
want to ask God about that.  I know He is right, of course, but in this passage, I just don’t understand 
how.  God’s ways are not man’s ways (Isa. 55:8). 
 
February 12 — Mark 3 — Calling.  This chapter points out many reasons large crowds of people 
came to Jesus, some negative and some positive.  The Pharisees came to accuse him (v. 2) but 
Jesus silenced them (v. 4).  After seeing Jesus heal on the Sabbath, they sought out the 
Herodians to join them in figuring out how they might “destroy him” (v. 6).  Great crowds of people 
came to Him in Galilee from as far away as the Dead Sea and “pressed around him to touch him” 
(v. 10) in order to be healed.  His own family members called for Him when they could not get 
close (v. 31) and even tried to seize Him because they reasoned that He was “out of his mind” (v. 
21).  Many people were calling on Jesus for many different reasons but Jesus also did some 
calling in this passage.  He called twelve men to be His apostles in order “to preach and … to cast 
out demons” (vv. 14-15).  You might think, “Wow, they were special to be called by Jesus,” but 
they were very ordinary people, like you and me.  In fact, Jesus has also called us through the 
Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) to tell others about Him. 
 
February 15 — Mark 4 — Hearing Aid.  Jesus quoted the prediction from Isaiah 6:9-10 that people 
would “see but not perceive, and … hear but not understand” (v. 12).  When the disciples asked 
Him for a parable explanation, Jesus mildly rebuked them: “Do you not understand this parable?  
How then will you understand all the parables?” (v. 13).  How, indeed?!  He does give one clue in 
this chapter about how to increase our understanding of God’s message.  After the parable of the 
lamp on a stand, He said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it 
will be measured to you” (v. 24).  One thing we can do to increase our understanding is to focus 
our attention.  Before modern hearing aids, hard-of-hearing people would use an ear trumpet to 
collect and focus the sound to their ear.  When you read God’s Word, pay close attention to what 
you read.  Read it aloud.  Read it again.  Highlight it.  Meditate on what it says.  Take notes on 
what you learn.  Then, as Jesus promised, “still more will be added to you” (v. 24). 
 
February 16 — Mark 5 — Up and Down.  Three people fell down before Jesus in this chapter.  The 
demon-possessed man “fell down before him” (v. 6) in fear, with his demons begging Jesus, “Do not 
torment me” (v. 7).  On the other side of the lake, Jairus, a synagogue ruler, “fell at his feet” (v. 22) in 
faith, begging Jesus to heal his daughter.  Soon after that, the just-healed bleeding woman “fell down 
before him” in confession, “and told him the whole truth” (v. 33) about her problem and her plan for 
being healed by Him.  For somewhat similar reasons, we can fall down before God in prayer: in 
reverent fear of His power to discipline us because of sin, in hopeful faith of His ability to fulfill our 
request, and in humble confession to Him about all our problems, weaknesses, and motives.  In 
addition to those three people who fell down before Jesus, there was one who stood up before Him.  
Jairus’ daughter “got up and began walking” (v. 42) after Jesus told her dead body, “Arise!” (v. 41).  
After pouring our heart out to the Lord in prayer, we should get up and “begin walking” in renewed life 
and service to our Savior. 
 
February 17 — Mark 6 — Garment News.  Jesus traveled to many different locations around the Sea 
of Galilee, also called the Lake of Gennesaret.  It was 8 miles (12.9 km) wide by 13 miles (20.9 km) 
long.  It was small enough so that even when Jesus tried to get away to give the Twelve time to rest 
after their ministry trips, people followed them on land and were waiting for them when they arrived (v. 
33).  It was interesting to me to read today about people who recognized Him when they arrived at 
the town of Gennesaret on the southwest side of the lake (v. 54).  They ran throughout the region 



alerting people of Jesus’ arrival and began bringing the sick to Him so that “they might even touch the 
fringe of his garment” (v. 56).  Sound familiar?  In the previous chapter, we read about the bleeding 
woman, many miles north of Gennesaret, who was healed by touching the hem of Jesus’ garment.  It 
is very tempting to think that the story of her healing had traveled from mouth to mouth all the way to 
Gennesaret and influenced them.  Good news should travel.  If our lives have been changed by 
touching Jesus, we should be sharing our story with others all the way to … 
 
February 18 — Mark 7 — Tradition.  Jesus came down hard on the top Pharisees and scribes 
from Jerusalem who criticized His disciples for not washing “their hands properly” (v. 3) according 
to their ceremonial practices.  Jesus said, “You leave the commandment of God and hold to the 
tradition of men” (v. 8).  I was reading recently about this transition in the book “Between the 
Testaments” by Charles Pfeiffer.  He wrote,  

“Tradition, in Pharisaic thought, began as a commentary on the Law, but it was ultimately 
raised to the level of Law itself … The Mishna states that the oral [tradition] must be observed 
with greater stringency than the written law, because [oral tradition] affects the life of the 
ordinary man more intimately than the more remote constitutional law [the books of Moses]” (p. 
114).   

I see this attitude creeping into some modern Christian thinking today: a willingness to set aside 
certain commands of Scripture because of the powerful influence of current-life cultural standards.  
We must not allow ourselves to be “making void the word of God” (v. 13) in order to embrace the 
reasoning of men. 
 
February 19 — Mark 8 — Precious Memories.  When the disciples were worried about their lack of 
bread (v. 14), Jesus asked them, “Do you not remember?” (v. 18).  He had to refresh their memories 
about His former abundant provision in feeding the five thousand and the four thousand with many 
baskets of leftover food.  The next time you catch yourself worrying about something that you lack, 
think about Jesus’ challenge, “Do you not remember?”  Think back to specific times God provided for 
you, perhaps also in a similar needy situation.  Those memories are precious because they generate 
gratitude from the past and stimulate faith for the future provision of God. 
 
February 22 — Mark 9 — Shut up!  The humorist Mark Twain said, “Never miss an opportunity 
to shut up.”  Peter should have heard that.  At the Transfiguration, he showed his impulsive nature by 
blurting out, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here … For he did not know what to say” (vv. 5-6).  He was 
talking when he should have been listening (v. 7).  On the way down from the mountain, Jesus 
ordered them to be silent about what they had seen until He rose from the dead (v. 9).  They had to 
be silent when they wanted to talk about what they had seen.  On the other hand, they were silent 
with the question in their minds about Jesus’ rising from the dead.  In fact, later when He mentioned it 
again, “they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him” (v. 32).  They were probably 
afraid of taking literally Jesus’ statement about being killed.  That was silence motivated by fear.  
Their final silence in this chapter was driven by embarrassment because “they had argued with one 
another about who was the greatest” (v. 34).  There are also times for us to shut up and times to ask 
or speak out. 
 
February 23 — Mark 10 — Would and Must.  James and John had dreams of greatness, wanting to 
sit on each side of Jesus in His anticipated kingdom (v. 37).  They wanted that privilege to be granted 
to them.  The way to the greatness that Jesus offered, however, was unexpected.  He presented it in 
two would-be, must-be pairs.  Those who “would be great … must be your servant” (v. 43) and those 
who “would be first … must be slave” (v. 44).  The attitude of service may be the focus for the 
“servant” (diákonos), often translated “minister,” and the attitude of obligation may be the focus for the 
“slave” (doulos).  God’s ways seem upside down from man’s ways.  Also, what constitutes being 
“great” and “first” are much different in God’s eyes.  Let’s concentrate on obeying God and serving 
others today! 



 
February 24 — Mark 11 — Faith and Forgiveness.  As a part of the lesson of the withered fig tree, 
Jesus gave two commands regarding prayer.  The first has a positive flavor: “whatever you ask in 
prayer, believe …” (v. 24).  We are to have faith when we pray.  Jesus was not just talking about hope 
but about having the assurance that what we ask for will actually be provided.  In fact, He continued 
the sentence with, “…believe that you have received it.”  Anticipated fulfillment.  The second 
command has a negative flavor: “whenever you stand praying, forgive …” (v. 25).  Harboring 
bitterness toward another person hinders the effectiveness of our prayers.  Faith and forgiveness—
two requirements for prayer.  Both are difficult but both are necessary.  One, we want to do (believe) 
but have a hard time doing; the other, we don’t want to do (forgive) but are entirely able to do. 
 
February 25 — Mark 12 — Jewish Leaders.  The whole gamut of Jewish religious leaders is 
mentioned in this chapter.  The chapter begins with a parable told to “the chief priests and the scribes 
and the elders” (11:27).  Then the “Pharisees and some of the Herodians” (12:13) tried to trap Jesus 
about paying taxes and the “Sadducees” presented a puzzle to Him about marriage in the 
resurrection (v. 18).  The “scribes” are mentioned at the end of the chapter in both a positive light, for 
one individual (v. 34), and with a negative warning about them in general (v. 38).  The “Pharisees” 
and their teaching scribes, or religious lawyers, were popular with the people, being sticklers for the 
Law but adding many traditions that in their minds even equaled or surpassed the Law.  The 
Hellenistic (Greek-oriented) “Sadducees” were the smaller, but unpopular group, that held the highest 
office of “chief priest” and controlled temple worship.  They apparently adhered almost only to the 
Torah (first five books of Moses) and didn’t believe in a general resurrection.  The “elders” were 
probably members of the ruling Sanhedrin body that made decisions about Jewish life and worship.  
The Hellenistic “Herodians” were a politically-oriented group connected to Herod the Great, who ruled 
at the time of Jesus’ birth, and his son, Herod Antipater (Antipas), who was “king” in the area of 
Galilee during Jesus’ ministry. 
 
February 26 — Mark 13 — Awake and Witnessing.  Someone has said that God never gives us 
enough information to remove our need for faith.  Admittedly, this chapter leaves many unanswered 
questions.  The disciples asked Jesus for signs regarding future events (v. 4) and He provided many 
but there is uncertainty about the time frame.  Some things would happen during the lives of the 
apostles but some would not occur until the time of Christ’s Second Coming.  So, what should we do 
in the meantime?  I see two primary activities in this chapter.  One is to be ready.  Three times in the 
closing verses we are commanded to figuratively “keep awake” (v. 32) or “stay awake” (vv. 35, 36).  
Troubles will come but “the one who endures to the end will be saved” (v. 13).  Hang in there!  The 
second activity I see that we should do is to be a part of an evangelistic effort because before the 
end, “the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations” (v. 10).  According to the Joshua Project, 
about 42% of the world’s population still is considered to be “unreached people groups” 
(https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/statistics).  Only 10% of Christian missionaries are working 
in the areas least reached.  There is much left to do. 
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