
KJW4 to Jan. 28 
 
January 22 Su Reading 22 — Psalm 35:1-10 — I Am Your Salvation 
 
Of David.  
 
1    Contend, O Yahweh, with those who contend with me;  

Fight against those who fight against me.  
2    Take hold of [fn]shield and large shield  

And rise up for my help.  
3    Draw also the spear and [fn]the battle-axe to meet those who pursue me;  

Say to my soul, "I am your salvation."  
4    Let those be ashamed and dishonored who seek my [fn]life;  

Let those who devise evil against me be turned back and humiliated.  
5    Let them be like chaff before the wind,  

With the angel of Yahweh driving [them] on.  
6    Let their way be dark and slippery,  

With the angel of Yahweh pursuing them.  
7    For without cause they hid their net for me;  

Without cause they dug a [fn]pit for my soul.  
8    Let destruction, which he does not know, come upon him,  

And let the net, which he hid, catch him;  
Let him fall into it in destruction.  

 
9    And my soul shall rejoice in Yahweh;  

It shall be joyful in His salvation.  
10   All my bones will say, "Yahweh, who is like You,  

Who delivers the afflicted from him who is too strong for him,  
And the afflicted and the needy from him who robs him?"  

 
LSB Footnotes 
(35:2) Small shield 
(35:3) Or close up the path against those 
(35:4) Or soul 
(35:7) Pit has been transposed from line above 

 
Driving Away the Enemy — In yesterday’s reading, we saw “the angel of Yahweh” acting in a 
somewhat defensive way as a protector and deliverer (Ps. 34:7).  In today’s reading, we see Him 
acting in a more offensive way toward the enemy.  David prayed that “the angel of Yahweh … [would 
be] driving them on … [and] pursuing them” (Ps. 35:5-6).  God not only wants to protect us from evil 
forces, He wants to drive them away.  Peter pictured the devil as “a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour,” so he instructed us to, “resist him, firm in the faith…” (1 Pet. 5:8, 9).  James gave the same 
instruction, but also promised a positive response: “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 
4:7).  Our action of resisting serves as an invitation for “the angel of Yahweh” to assist us by driving 
away our spiritual enemies, “which wage war against the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11). 
 

May God Depend On You? - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcZltTqHVyQ&list=RDTcZltTqHVyQ&start_radio=1


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
January 23 M Reading 23 — Psalm 40:1-10 — Trust in Yahweh 
 
For the choir director. Of David. A Psalm.  
 
1    I hoped [fn]earnestly for Yahweh;  

And He inclined to me and heard my cry for help.  
2    He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the [fn]miry clay,  

And He set my feet upon a high rock, He established my steps.  
3    He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God;  

Many will see and fear  
And will trust in Yahweh.  

 
4    How blessed is the man who has made Yahweh his trust,  

And has not [fn]turned to the proud, nor to those who stray into falsehood.  
5    Many, O Yahweh my God, are the wondrous deeds You have done,  

And Your thoughts toward us;  
There is none to compare with You.  
I would declare and speak of them,  
[But] they are too numerous to recount.  

 
6    [fn]Sacrifice and meal offering [fn]You have not desired;  

My ears You have [fn]opened;  
Burnt offering and sin offering You have not required.  

7    Then I said, "Behold, I come;  
In the scroll of the book it is [fn]written of me.  

8    "I desire to do Your will, O my God;  
Your law is within my inner being."  

 
9    I proclaim good news of righteousness in the great assembly;  

Behold, I do not restrain my lips,  
O Yahweh, You know.  

10   I do not conceal Your righteousness within my heart;  
I speak of Your faithfulness and Your salvation;  
I do not hide Your lovingkindness and Your truth from the great assembly.  

 
LSB Footnotes 
(40:1) Or intently 
(40:2) Lit mud of the mire 
(40:4) Lit regarded 
(40:6) Blood sacrifice 
(40:6) Or You have not taken pleasure in 
(40:6) Lit dug; or possibly pierced 
(40:7) Or prescribed for 

From His throne the Father sees us; 
    Angels help us to prevail; 
And our leader true is Jesus, 
    And we shall not, cannot fail: 
Triumph crowns the brave and true — 
    May the Lord depend on you?  
 

— William C. Martin (1878) 



 
Our Delightful Purpose — David was the author of this psalm, but there is some question about the 
identity of the person featured in verses 7-8: “Then I said, ‘Behold, I come; in the scroll of the book it 
is written of me:  I desire to do Your will, O my God; Your law is within my inner being.’”  Is this 
speaking of David, or is David prophesying about someone else?  How could David be speaking of 
himself when he said that Scripture (“the scroll of the book”) predicted his coming (“it is written of me” 
and “I come”)?  The author of Hebrews cleared it up for us in showing that this statement was looking 
forward to the coming of Christ, by quoting Ps. 40:6-8 after saying, “Therefore, when He comes into 
the world…” (Heb. 10:5).  While David wrote, “Behold, I come…” (vs. 7), Hebrews is more specific 
with, “…when He comes into the world …” (Heb. 10:5).  The statement that “I desire to do Your will” 
applied to David and it also applied to Jesus, who said, “I have come down from heaven, not to do My 
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me” (John 6:38), and in the Garden of Gethsemane He prayed, 
“…not as I will, but as you will” (Matt. 26:39).  That should also be our motivation for living: delighting 
to do God’s will. 
 

I Delight to Do Thy Will - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
January 24 Tu Reading 24 — Psalm 110:1-7 — Yahweh Says to My Lord 
 
Of David. A Psalm.  
 
1    Yahweh says to my Lord:  

"Sit at My right hand  
Until I put Your enemies as a footstool for Your feet."  

2    Yahweh will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, [saying],  
"Have dominion in the midst of Your enemies."  

3    Your people [fn]will offer themselves freely in the day of Your [fn]power;  
In the splendor of holiness, from the womb of the dawn,  
The dew of Your youthfulness will be Yours.  

 
4    Yahweh has sworn and will not [fn]change His mind,  

"You are a priest forever  
According to the order of Melchizedek."  

5    The Lord is at Your right hand;  
He [fn]will crush kings in the day of His anger.  

6    He will render justice among the nations,  
He [fn]will fill [them] with corpses,  
He [fn]will crush the [fn]head [that is] over [the] wide earth.  

7    He will drink from the brook by the wayside;  
Therefore He will lift up [His] head. 

 
LSB Footnotes 
(110:3) Lit will be freewill offerings 
(110:3) Or army 
(110:4) Lit be sorry 
(110:5) Or has shattered 

I delight to do Thy will, to do Thy will, oh my God. 
Yea, Thy law is within my heart; 
Thy law is within my heart, in my heart. 
 

—author unknown 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EE-ppxvTgHw


(110:6) Or has filled 
(110:6) Or has shattered 
(110:6) Or chief men that are 

 
Who is “My Lord”? — On one level, this psalm seems to be talking about one of Israel’s kings, but 
“my Lord” in this passage refers to the final, royal descendant of David, the Messiah.  Jesus made it 
clear that “my Lord” referred to someone greater than David.  When He questioned the Pharisees 
about whose son is the Christ, they answered correctly, “The son of David” (Matt. 22:42).  Jesus’ 
follow-up question was basically, “Then, how can David call his son, my Lord’”?  Jesus continued by 
quoting Psalm 110:1.  The risen Christ is the feature of this psalm.  He is the eternal priest and king, 
“According to the order of Melchizedek” (Ps. 110:4).  If we lived in a country with a kind and caring 
king, we would want to honor him.  How much more should we honor, obey, and worship the King of 
Kings, the Lord Jesus Christ?! 
 

O Savior, Precious Savior - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
January 25 W Reading 25 — Isaiah 2:1-5 — Judge Between Nations 
 
1 The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz beheld concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  
 

2    Now it will be that  
In the last days  
The mountain of the house of Yahweh  
Will be established [fn]as the head of the mountains,  
And will be lifted up above the hills;  
And all the nations will stream to it.  

3    And many peoples will come and say,  
"Come, let us go up to the mountain of Yahweh,  
To the house of the God of Jacob,  
That He may instruct us [fn]from His ways  
And that we may walk in His paths."  
For from Zion the [fn]law will go forth  
And the word of Yahweh from Jerusalem.  

4    And He will judge between the nations,  
And will [fn]render decisions for many peoples;  
And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  
Nation will not lift up sword against nation,  
And never again will they learn war.  

 

5    Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of Yahweh.  
 

O Savior, precious Savior, 
    Whom yet unseen we love, 
O name of might and favor, 
    All other names above; 
We worship You, we bless You, 
    To You alone we sing; 
We praise You, and confess You, 
    Our holy Lord and King. 
 

— Frances Havergal (b. 1836) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfgVHvFSpKo


LSB Footnotes 
(2:2) Lit on 
(2:3) Or some of 
(2:3) Or instruction 
(2:4) Or reprove many 

 
The Light of Yahweh — Isaiah lived near the end of the string of Davidic kingdoms of Judah.  God’s 
people would be punished with 70 years of exile to Babylon and then return to the Promised Land.  
So, when Isaiah prophesied about how “it will be … In the last days” (v. 2), he was speaking of a 
faraway time, because after the Babylonian exile, Israel would have no king until God’s promised 
Messiah would come to rule.  He came in the person of Jesus 700 years later in the role of Sacrificing 
Savior, but He has promised to return as Judge and King at a time still in the future, i.e., “In the last 
days.”  At that time, He will “instruct us [in] … His ways … His paths … the law … [and] the word of 
Yahweh” (v. 3) in “the light of Yahweh” (v. 5).  So far, we have all that we need in the light of 
Scripture, but there is even more to come from the Master Teacher after we see Him at that future 
time. 
 

Walk in the Light - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
************************** 
 
January 26 Th Reading 26 — Isaiah 7:10-17 — The Sign of the Virgin 
 
10 Then Yahweh spoke again to Ahaz, saying,  
11 "Ask a sign for yourself from Yahweh your God; [fn]make [it] deep as Sheol or high as [fn]heaven." 12 
But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I will not test Yahweh!" 13 Then he said, "[fn]Listen now, O house of 
David!  Is it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will try the patience of my 
God as well? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the [fn]virgin [fn]will be with 
child and bear a son, and she will call His name [fn]Immanuel. 15 He will eat curds and honey [fn]in 
order that He will know to refuse evil and choose good. 16 For before the boy will know to refuse evil 
and choose good, the land whose two kings you dread will be forsaken. 17 Yahweh will bring on you, 
on your people, and on your father's house days which have never come since the day that Ephraim 
separated from Judah—the king of Assyria!"  
 
LSB Footnotes 
(7:11) As in the versions; M.T. make the request deep or high 
(7:11) Lit heights 
(7:13) The verb listen and the second person pronouns are plural in vv 13-14 
(7:14) Or maiden 
(7:14) Or will conceive, cf. Gen 3:16; 21:2; 25:21; Ex 2:2; 1 Sam 1:20; Luke 1:31, 36 
(7:14) Lit God is with us 
(7:15) Or when 

 
God is With Us — Judah’s King Ahaz was frightened about the joint invading forces of Israel and 
Syria from the north, so God gave him a sign regarding deliverance.  It was a sign for Ahaz, to be 
fulfilled in his time, and a sign for humanity, to be fulfilled in the birth of Jesus.  The sign was that a 

Jesus promised life to all; 
    Walk, walk in the Light. 
The dead were wakened by His call; 
    Walk, walk in the Light. 
Walk in the Light, 
    Walk in the Light of the Lord. 
 

— Damian Lundy (b. 1944) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDcbYk-9C-Y
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lsb/luk/1/36/


“virgin” (footnote: “maiden,” i.e., an unmarried virgin woman) would conceive and give birth to a son, 
whose significant name (more like a theme title) would be “Immanuel” (meaning “God is with us”).  
The immediate fulfillment is shared at the beginning of the next chapter, when Isaiah fathered a son 
that God told him to name, “Maher-shalal-hash-baz” (the longest name in the Bible).  Matthew tells us 
that the ultimate fulfillment came through the virgin Mary, which was supported by an angel’s 
quotation of Isaiah 7:14.  The coming child was assigned the name “Jesus” (Matt. 1:21-23).  This 
“God with us” rescued Judah from her enemies by using the more-powerful Assyrian Empire, and He 
also paid the penalty for our sins through His sacrifice on the cross. 
 

Immanuel - YouTube 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

************************** 
 
January 27 F Reading 27 — Isaiah 9:1-7 — A Child Will Be Born 
 
1 [fn]But there will be no [more] gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make [it] glorious, by the way 
of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the [fn]Gentiles.  
2    [fn]The people who walk in darkness  

Will see a great light;  
Those who live in the land of the shadow of death,  
The light will shine on them.  

3    You shall multiply the nation,  
You shall [fn]make great [fn]their gladness;  
They will be glad in Your presence  
As with the gladness [fn]of harvest,  
As [fn]men rejoice when they divide the spoil.  

4    For You shall shatter the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders,  
The rod of their taskmaster, as [fn]at the battle of Midian.  

5    For every boot of the booted warrior in the rumbling [of battle],  
And cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire.  

6    For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;  
And the government [fn]will rest on His shoulders;  
And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  

7    There will be no end to the increase of [His] government or of peace,  
On the throne of David and over his kingdom,  
To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 
From then on and forevermore.  
The zeal of Yahweh of hosts will accomplish this.  

 
LSB Footnotes 

A sign shall be given, a virgin will conceive 
    A human baby bearing undiminished deity. 
The glory of the nations, a light for all to see 
    That hope for all who will embrace His warm reality, 
 

Immanuel—Our God is with us, 
And if God is with us, 
Who could stand against us? 
Our God is with us—Immanuel 
 

— Michael Card (b. 1957) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7DG3N6rYqk


(9:1) Ch 8:23 in Heb 
(9:1) Or nations 
(9:2) Ch 9:1 in Heb 
(9:3) M.T. not increase 
(9:3) Lit the 
(9:3) Lit in 
(9:3) Lit they 
(9:4) Lit in the day of Midian 
(9:6) Lit be 

 
A Great Light — This passage is all about Jesus.  It begins with the area called Galilee, where Jesus 
launched His ministry, lived most of His life, and fulfilled the promise that “He shall make [it] glorious” 
(v. 1).  His ministry gave an opportunity for “people who walk in darkness … [to] see a great light” (v. 
2).  That light is in contrast to the “darkness” and “the shadow of death” (v. 2) that characterized the 
general population then, as it continues to do in the present time.  It was from that beginning in 
Galilee that the Church was later born, following the resurrection of Jesus.  That was when the 
spiritual Kingdom of God was launched on earth, and as predicted, “There will be no end to the 
increase of [His] government or of peace … From then on and forevermore” (v. 7).  The Church 
continues to grow around the world as people discover the peace of God through the light of Christ. 
 

The Light of the World Is Jesus - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meditation: In the list of names (v. 6) by which the predicted Messiah would be known, is “Eternal 
Father,” which immediately raises a question as to how the Son of God could also be called, “Eternal 
Father.”  When Philip questioned Jesus about God the Father, Jesus responded with this statement: 
“He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).  The Son is distinct from the Father, but 
represented Him so well that the disciples could consider Him to be the exact image of the Father.  
They had also heard Him say, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).  It is probably best, however, 
to consider that “Father” in Isaiah 9:6, is not identifying the Person of God the Father, but is 
emphasizing the fatherly attitudes and actions of the Messiah who would care about His children. 
************************** 
 
January 28 Sa Reading 28 — Isaiah 11:1-5 — The Shoot from Jesse 
 
1    Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse,  

And a branch from his roots will bear fruit.  
2    The Spirit of Yahweh will rest on Him,  

The spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
The spirit of counsel and might,  
The spirit of knowledge and the fear of Yahweh.  

3    And He will delight in the fear of Yahweh,  
And He will not judge by what His eyes see,  

The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin; 
    The Light of the world is Jesus! 
Like sunshine at noonday, His glory shone in; 
    The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 

Come to the light, ’tis shining for thee; 
    Sweetly the light has dawned upon me. 
Once I was blind, but now I can see: 
    The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 

— Philip P. Bliss (1875) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Naub5vbDycs


Nor render a decision by what His ears hear;     
4    But with righteousness He will judge the poor,  

And decide with uprightness for the afflicted of the earth;  
And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth,  
And with the breath of His lips He will put the wicked to death.  

5    Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins,  
And faithfulness the belt about His waist.  

 
Shoots from Jesus — Here is another clear prediction of the coming Messiah.  The “shoot … from 
the stem of Jesse” (vs. 1) refers to the line of kings that began with David, the son of Jesse.  Jesus 
would also be a descendant of David and would serve as the final king in that line.  The prediction 
that the “Spirit of Yahweh will rest on Him” (v. 2) would be fulfilled and demonstrated after Jesus’ 
baptism, when John the Baptist saw “the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming upon Him” 
(Matt. 3:16).  He would have not only the “Spirit of Yahweh,” but also “the fear of Yahweh.”  This is 
not a fear that dreads, but a fear that respects, because it says that it is a fear in which “He will 
delight” (Isa. 11:2-3).  Those of us who believe and trust in Jesus have the Spirit dwelling within us, 
and we also delight in Yahweh.  We are spiritual shoots from the stem of Jesus. 
 

O to Be Like Thee - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oh! to be like Thee, Oh! to be like Thee, 
Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art; 
Come in Thy sweetness, Come in Thy fullness; 
Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart. 
 

— Thomas Chisholm (1897) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KrYhiK2nQBg

