
KJW3 to Jan 21 
 
January 15 Su Reading 15 — 2 Kings 1:1-18 — Thus Says Yahweh 
 
1 Now Moab revolted against Israel after the death of Ahab.  2 And Ahaziah fell through the lattice in 

his upper chamber, which [was] in Samaria, and became ill. So he sent messengers and said to 

them, "Go, inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, whether I will live from this sickness." 3 But the 

angel of [fn]Yahweh said to Elijah the Tishbite, "Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of 

Samaria and say to them, 'Is it because there is no God in Israel [that] you are going to inquire of 

Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron?' 4 Now therefore thus says Yahweh, '[fn]You shall not come down from 

the bed where you have gone up, but you shall surely die.'" Then Elijah departed.  

 
5 So the messengers returned to him, and he said to them, "[fn]Why have you returned?" 6 And they 

said to him, "A man came up to meet us and said to us, 'Go, return to the king who sent you and say 

to him, "Thus says Yahweh, 'Is it because there is no God in Israel [that] you are sending to inquire of 

Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore [fn]you shall not come down from the bed where you have 

gone up, but shall surely die.'"'" 7 And he said to them, "What [fn]kind of man was he who came up to 

meet you and spoke these words to you?" 8 And they said to him, "[He was] a hairy man with a 

leather girdle girded about his loins." And he said, "It is Elijah the Tishbite."  

 
9 Then [the king] sent to him a commander of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him, and behold, he 

was sitting on the top of the hill. And he said to him, "O man of God, the king says, 'Come down.'" 10 

And Elijah answered and spoke to the commander of fifty, "If I am a man of God, let fire come down 

from heaven and consume you and your fifty." Then fire came down from heaven and consumed him 

and his fifty.  

 
11 So he again sent to him another commander of fifty with his fifty. And he answered and spoke to 

him, "O man of God, thus says the king, 'Come down quickly.'" 12 And Elijah answered and spoke to 

them, "If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty." Then 

the fire of God came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty.  

 
13 So he again sent the commander of a third fifty with his fifty. Then the third commander of fifty went 

up and came and bowed down on his knees before Elijah, and he begged him and said to him, "O 

man of God, please let my life and the lives of these fifty servants of yours be precious in your sight. 
14 Behold, fire came down from heaven and consumed the first two commanders of fifty with their 

fifties; but now let my [fn]life be precious in your sight." 15 Then the angel of Yahweh spoke to Elijah, 

"Go down with him; do not be afraid of him." So he arose and went down with him to the king. 16 Then 

he spoke to him, "Thus says Yahweh, 'Because you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub, 

the god of Ekron—is it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of His word?—therefore [fn]you 

shall not come down from the bed where you have gone up, but shall surely die.'"  

 
17 So Ahaziah died according to the word of Yahweh which Elijah had spoken. And because he had 

no son, Jehoram became king in his place in the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, 

king of Judah. 18 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah which he did, are they not written in the Book of 

the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 

 
LSB Footnotes 

(1:3) The personal covenant name of God, a form of I AM WHO I AM, cf. Ex 3:14-15 

(1:4) Lit The bed where you went up, you shall not come down from it 



(1:5) Lit What is this that you have returned? 

(1:6) v 4, note 1 

(1:7) Lit judgment 

(1:14) Lit soul 

(1:16) v 4, note 1 

 
You Shall Surely Die — Ahab, the wicked king of the northern kingdom of Israel, died and his son, 
Ahaziah, became king in his place.  It seems un-kingly for him to have been climbing on the lattice 
outside the window of his upper-story room, but he fell and was seriously injured.  Rather than 
inquiring of Yahweh regarding his survival prospects, he sent messengers about 50 miles (80 km) to 
the Philistine city of Ekron to inquire of their god, Baal-zebub (“lord of the flies”).  This is when “the 
angel of Yahweh” stepped in again (v. 3) and told Elijah to intercept the king’s messengers with this 
message for the king: “you shall surely die” (v. 4).  This was a message of judgment because 
apparently King Ahaziah thought that “there is no God in Israel” (v. 3).  The king was not satisfied with 
Elijah’s relayed message, so he sent three groups of 50 soldiers to bring the prophet to see him face 
to face.  The message did not change, however, and “the angel of Yahweh” told Elijah to give the king 
the same message, that he “shall surely die” (v. 16).  The message remains the same today for us: all 
of us will die unless “the angel of Yahweh” returns to rapture His Church before then.  Hebrews tells 
us that “it is appointed for men to die once, and after this comes judgment” (Heb. 9:27).  We need to 
be prepared to meet our God. 
 

I Wanna Be Ready - YouTube 
 

 
 
 

 
 
************************** 
 
January 16 M Reading 16 — 2 Kings 19:20-37 — God’s Judgment Against Assyria 
 
20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent [word] to Hezekiah saying, "Thus says Yahweh, the God of 

Israel, 'Because you have prayed to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria, I have heard [you].'  
21 This is the word that Yahweh has spoken against him:  

'She has despised you and mocked you,  

The virgin daughter of Zion;  

She has shaken [her] head behind you,  

The daughter of Jerusalem!  
22   Whom have you [fn]reproached and blasphemed?  

And against whom have you heightened [your] voice,  

And [fn]haughtily lifted up your eyes?  

Against the Holy One of Israel!  
23   Through your messengers you have [fn]reproached the Lord,  

And you have said, "With my many chariots  

I came up to the heights of the mountains,  

To the remotest parts of Lebanon;  

And I [fn]cut down its tall cedars [and] its choice cypresses.  

And I [fn]entered its farthest lodging place, its thickest forest.  
24   I dug [wells] and drank foreign waters,  

And with the sole of my feet I [fn]dried up All the rivers of [fn]Egypt."  

I wanna be ready, 
I wanna be ready, 
I wanna be ready, 
To walk in Jerusalem, just like John. 
 

— Traditional Spiritual 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2iwTN5tpZA


 
25   'Have you not heard?  

Long ago I did it;  

From days of old I formed it.  

Now I have brought it to pass,  

That you should devastate fortified cities into ruinous heaps. 
26   So their inhabitants were short of power,  

They were dismayed and put to shame;  

They were as the plant of the field and as the green herb,  

As grass on the rooftops is scorched before it rises.  
27   But I know your sitting down,  

And your going out and your coming in,  

And your raging against Me.  
28   Because of your raging against Me,  

And because your [fn]presumptuousness has come up to My ears,  

Therefore I will put My hook in your nose,  

And My bridle in your lips,  

And I will turn you back by the way which you came.  

 
29 'Then this shall be the sign for you: [fn]you will eat this year what grows of its own accord, in the 

second year what springs from the same, and in the third year sow, reap, plant vineyards, and eat 

their fruit. 30 And the surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root downward and bear 

fruit upward. 31 For out of Jerusalem will go forth a remnant, and out of Mount Zion [fn]survivors. The 

zeal of [fn]Yahweh will do this.  

 
32 'Therefore thus says Yahweh concerning the king of Assyria, "He will not come to this city or shoot 

an arrow there; and he will not come before it with a shield or throw up a siege ramp against it. 33 By 

the way that he came, by the same he will return, and he shall not come to this city,"' declares 

Yahweh. 34 'Indeed I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant David's sake.'"  

 
35 Now it happened that night, that the angel of Yahweh went out and struck 185,000 in the camp of 

the Assyrians. And the [fn]men arose early in the morning, and behold, all of [fn]them were dead 

bodies. 36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria set out and went away and returned [home] and lived at 

Nineveh. 37 Now it happened that as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, 
[fn]Adrammelech and Sharezer struck him down with the sword; and they escaped into the land of 

Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son became king in his place. 

 
LSB Footnotes 

(19:22) Or defied, cf. 1 Sam 17:26 

(19:22) Lit on high 

(19:23) Or defied, cf. 1 Sam 17:26 

(19:23) As in some ancient versions; M.T. will cut...will enter 

(19:23) As in some ancient versions; M.T. will cut...will enter 

(19:24) As in some ancient versions; M.T. will dry up 

(19:24) Lit the besieged place 

(19:28) Or complacency 

(19:29) Lit eating 

(19:31) Lit those who escape 

(19:31) Some ancient mss Yahweh of hosts 

(19:35) Lit they 



(19:35) Assyrians 

(19:37) Some ancient mss Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons struck him down 

 
Swift Judgment — I love this story of King Hezekiah, who was trapped in Jerusalem by the 
surrounding Assyrian army.  He took a threatening letter from the enemy king, laid it before the Lord 
and prayed, “O Yahweh our God, I pray, save us from his hand” (2 Kings 19:19).  This was a prayer 
of desperation, being completely helpless, and knowing that God was the only hope.  Have you been 
in a place like that?  It is actually a good place to be, because it is then that God can clearly 
demonstrate His love and power.  God mocked the pride of the empire-ruling Sennacherib and then 
sent swift, overnight judgment on his army through “the angel of Yahweh” (v. 35), apparently snuffing 
out the lives of 185,000 soldiers while they slept.  Although Jesus did not come to earth to judge 
during His physical life (John 12:47), He declared that “the Father … has given all judgment to the 
Son” (John 5:22).  He executed judgment on Sennacherib’s army, and He will execute it also on 
Judgment Day. 

 

Day of Judgment, Day of Wonders - YouTube 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
January 17 Tu Reading 17 — Psalm 2:1-12 — God’s Anointed Son 
 
1    Why do the [fn]nations rage  

And the peoples meditate on a vain thing?  
2    The kings of the earth take their stand  

And the rulers take counsel together  
Against Yahweh and against His [fn]Anointed, [saying],  

3    "Let us tear their fetters apart  
And cast away their cords from us!"  

 
4    He who [fn]sits in the heavens laughs,  

The Lord mocks them.  
5    Then He speaks to them in His anger  

And terrifies them in His fury, [saying],  
6    "But as for Me, I have [fn]installed My King  

Upon Zion, My holy mountain."  
 
7    "I will surely tell of the [fn]decree of Yahweh:  

He said to Me, 'You are My Son,  
Today I have begotten You.  

8    Ask of Me, and I will surely give the [fn]nations as Your inheritance,  
And the ends of the earth as Your possession.  

9    You shall [fn]break them with a [fn]rod of iron,  
You shall shatter them like a potter's vessel.'"  

 

Day of judgment!  Day of wonders! 
    Hark! the trumpet's awful sound, 
Louder than a thousand thunders, 
    Shakes the vast creation round. 
How the summons 
    Will the sinner's heart confound! 
 

— John Newton (1774) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JpGV3uqFtA4


10   So now, O kings, show insight;  
Take warning, O [fn]judges of the earth.  

11   Serve Yahweh with fear  
And rejoice with trembling.  

12   [fn]Kiss the Son, lest He become angry, and you perish [in] the way,  
For His [fn]wrath may [fn]soon be kindled.  
How blessed are all who take refuge in Him! 

 
LSB Footnotes 
(2:1) Or Gentiles 
(2:2) Or Messiah 
(2:4) Or is enthroned 
(2:6) Or consecrated 
(2:7) Or decree: Yahweh said to Me 
(2:8) Or Gentiles 
(2:9) Or rule 
(2:9) Or scepter, staff 
(2:10) Or leaders 
(2:12) Some ancient versions Do homage purely, Lay hold of instruction 
(2:12) Or anger, cf. 2:5 
(2:12) Or quickly, easily 

 
You Are My Son — This psalm seems to simultaneously refer to King David, his royal descendants, 
and his ultimate descendant, the Messiah, Jesus.  The Hebrew word for “Anointed” (v. 3) is mashíah 
(Messiah), and its equivalent in Greek is christós (Christ; see John 1:41).  The LSB capitalizes 
“Anointed” to emphasize its connection with the future incarnate Jesus, while in other places, the 
lowercase “anointed” is used for God-anointed human kings of His people.  God’s statement in verse 
7 that, “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You,” is quoted three times in the NT, always being 
applied to Jesus Christ (Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:5; 5:5).  The Apostle Paul showed that Christ was 
“begotten” when He “was designated as the Son of God in power … by the resurrection from the 
dead” (Rom. 1:4).  The final reference to Jesus in this psalm is in verse 12: “Kiss the Son, lest He 
become angry … How blessed are all who take refuge in Him.”  Although this could refer to David as 
king, God was primarily pointing to His coming Son, the Messiah, our Lord.   
 

Son of God, Eternal Savior - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
January 18 W Reading 18 — Psalm 22:1-8 — Forsaken and Insulted 
 

For the choir director. According to [fn]Aijeleth Hashshahar.  
A Psalm of David. 

 
1    My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?  

[fn]Far from my salvation are the words of my [fn]groaning.  

Son of God, eternal Savior, 
    source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
    hallows all our human race. 
By Your praying, by Your willing, 
    that Your people should be one, 
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 
    here on earth Your will be done. 
 

— Somerset Lowry (1893) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClJHSR8Dsqs


2    O my God, I call by day, but You do not answer;  
And by night, but [fn]I have no rest.  

3    Yet You are holy,  
[fn]Enthroned upon the praises of Israel.  

4    In You our fathers trusted;  
They trusted and You rescued them.  

5    To You they cried out and were granted escape;  
In You they trusted and were not [fn]disappointed.  

 
6    But I am a worm and not a man,  

A reproach of men and despised by the people.  
7    All who see me mock me;  

They [fn]smack [their] lip, they wag [their] head, [saying],  
8    "[fn]Commit [yourself] to Yahweh; let Him rescue him;  

Let Him deliver him, because He delights in him."  
 
LSB Footnotes 
(22:1) Lit The Doe of the Dawn; possibly a title for a tune 
(22:1) Or Why are You so far from helping me, and from the words of my groaning? 
(22:1) Lit roaring 
(22:2) Lit there is no silence for me 
(22:3) Or Inhabit the praises 
(22:5) Or ashamed 
(22:7) Make clicking sounds; lit separate the lip 
(22:8) Or He committed himself; lit Roll 

 
The Suffering Lamb of God — David certainly had times in his life as king when many of his own 
people caused suffering for him.  In this psalm, he lamented having to stay in those situations so long 
without being rescued by God.  Occasionally, we see ourselves in similar situations, going through 
difficult times and wanting to trust God, but feeling discouraged that He takes so long to help us.  
Even more than that, we see in this psalm the sufferings of Jesus on the cross, Who quoted verse 1 
in the midst of His pain: “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?”  (Matt. 27:46).  It was 
not that Jesus was unaware of what was happening to Him as the Lamb of God, but He quoted this 
psalm in an expression of the kind of emotional anguish we all feel during times of long-term 
suffering.  Matthew also referred to Ps. 22:7 when he wrote, “And those passing by were 
blaspheming Him, shaking their heads” (Matt. 27:39).  They were using ridicule or scorn to show 
contempt, and shaking one’s head was a physical way of expressing ridicule in that ancient culture.  
Matthew also quoted from Ps. 22:8, as he described opponents of Jesus who mocked His faith in 
God: “HE TRUSTS IN GOD; LET GOD RESCUE HIM NOW IF HE DELIGHTS IN HIM” (Matt. 27:43).  Jesus 
not only suffered the physical and emotional abuse of people, but He also had to experience for the 
first time the turning away of the Father from His innocent sacrificial Lamb Who had taken upon 
Himself the sins of the world. 
 

Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rc-nxHsdMaw


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

************************** 
 
January 19 Th Reading 19 — Psalm 22:16-18 — Pictures at the Cross 
 
16   For dogs have surrounded me;  

[fn]A band of evildoers has encompassed me;  
[fn]They pierced my hands and my feet.  

17   I count all my bones.  
They look, they stare at me;  

18   They divide my garments among them,  
And for my clothing they cast lots.  

 
LSB Footnotes 
(22:16) Or An assembly 
(22:16) Or Like a lion, my... 

 
Dividing Garments — These verses come from the same psalm we looked at yesterday.  Jesus 
clearly tied this psalm to His crucifixion by quoting its first verse as He was hanging by the nails in His 
hands: “My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?” (Ps. 22:1; cf. Matt. 27:46).  Matthew (27:35) 
also referenced this psalm (Ps. 22:18) in describing the soldiers’ division of His garments by casting 
lots.  Although David wrote this psalm as he experienced his own suffering, he was unknowingly 
predicting what would happen to his later descendant, the Messiah. 
 
Meditation: There is some question about another statement in this paragraph that relates to Jesus’ 
crucifixion.  Almost all English Bible translations have, “they pierced my hands and my feet” (v. 16b).  
The LSB footnote, however, indicates that some ancient manuscripts read, “like a lion” (Hebrew: 
kâ’ărî) instead of “they pierced” (Hebrew: kâ’ărû), but the secondary reading seems to make much 

less sense.  The difference is only the stem length of two very similar Hebrew letters, ו and י. 
Certainly, Jesus was pierced by nails in His hands and feet and by a sword in His side.  The Apostle 
John witnessed it, and when most of Jesus’ disciples told Thomas about seeing the resurrected 
Christ, he said, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of 
the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe” (John 20:25).  The wounds were the 
proof. 
 

Worthy is the Lamb - YouTube 

Hail, Thou once despised Jesus! 
    Hail, Thou Galilean King! 
Thou didst suffer to release us, 
    Thou didst free salvation bring. 
Hail, Thou universal Savior, 
    Bearer of our sin and shame; 
By Thy merits we find favor: 
    Life is given through Thy name. 
 

— John Bakewell (1757) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAplJ0_jDFc


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
January 20 F Reading 20 — Psalm 16:7-11 — Not Abandoned to Corruption 
 
7    I will bless Yahweh who has counseled me;  

Indeed, my [fn]mind instructs me in the night.  
8    I have set Yahweh continually before me;  

Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.  
9    Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices;  

My flesh also will dwell securely.  
10   For You will not forsake my soul to Sheol;  

You will not give Your [fn]Holy One over to see [fn]corruption.  
11   You will make known to me the path of life;  

In Your presence is fullness of joy;  
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 

 
LSB Footnotes 
(16:7) Lit kidneys, figurative for inner man 
(16:10) Or godly one 
(16:10) Or the pit 

 
Not Corrupted, but Resurrected — The second part of verse 10 is quoted twice in the New 
Testament, once by Peter in his first sermon at Pentecost (Acts 2:27), and also by Paul (Acts 13:35) 
in the synagogue of Antioch (in Pisidia).  The key prophecy by David was this: “You will not give Your 
Holy One over to see corruption” (Ps. 16:10).  What would the worshiping people in David’s time have 
wondered about this “Holy One”?  They would likely be somewhat puzzled because they knew that 
the bodies of everyone who died would decay.  Paul cleared it up over 1,000 years later, however, 
when he revealed that the “Holy One” mentioned by David was Jesus.  Paul said that David, like all 
those ancient people, “fell asleep … and saw corruption; but He whom God raised did not see 
corruption” (Acts 13:36).  Resurrection triumphed over corruption.  Some day in the future, David, 
Peter, Paul, and all of us who know Christ and die physically, will be raised with a restored, 
incorruptible body to be with Jesus forever. 
 

Because He Lives - YouTube 

Thank You for the cross, Lord; 
    Thank You for the price You paid, 
Bearing all my sin and shame, 
    In love You came and gave amazing grace. 
 

Thank You for this love, Lord; 
    Thank You for the nail-pierced hands; 
Washed me in Your cleansing flow; 
    Now all I know: Your forgiveness and embrace. 
 

— Darlene Zschech (2001) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSKsUTa525Y


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
************************** 
 
January 21 Sa Reading 21 — Psalm 34:1-10 — Yahweh is Good 
 

Of David. When he feigned madness before [fn]Abimelech,  
so that he drove him away and he departed. 

 
ALEPH 

1    I will bless Yahweh at all times;  
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.  

 
BETH 

2    My soul will make its boast in Yahweh;  
The humble will hear it and rejoice.  

 
GIMEL 

3    O magnify Yahweh with me,  
And let us exalt His name together.  

 
DALETH 

4    I inquired of Yahweh, and He answered me,  
And delivered me from all that I dread.  

 
HE / VAV 

5    They looked to Him and were radiant,  
And their faces will never be humiliated.  

 
ZAYIN 

6    This [fn]poor man called out, and Yahweh heard him  
And saved him out of all his troubles.  

 
HETH 

7    The angel of Yahweh encamps around those who fear Him,  
And rescues them.  

 
TETH 

8    O taste and see that Yahweh is good;  
How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!  

 
YODH 

9    Oh, fear Yahweh, you His saints;  
For there is no want to those who fear Him.  

And then one day, we'll cross that river 
And fight life's final war with pain, 
And then, as death gives way to victory, 
I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives. 
 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow; 
Because He lives, all fear is gone. 
Because I know, He holds the future 
And life is worth the living just because He lives. 
 

— Bill and Gloria Gaither (1971) 



 
KAPH 

10   The young lions do lack and suffer hunger;  
But they who inquire of Yahweh shall not be in want of any good thing.  

 
LSB Footnotes 
(34:1) Possibly a title of King Achish of Gath, cf. 1 Sam 21:10-15 
(34:6) Or afflicted 

 
Protect and Deliver — The “angel of Yahweh” (v. 7a) is seen again in this psalm of praise by David.  
Here, He is described as Protector and Deliverer.  He “encamps around those who fear him” (v. 7b).  
He is our unseen Protector.  This reminded me of the story of the king of Syria who surrounded the 
city of Dothan to seize Elisha (2 Kings 6).  Elisha’s servant was terrified when he saw them, but 
Elisha was calm and confident.  Why?  He knew that God’s army of angels surrounded not only the 
prophet and his servant, but also the whole city and the Syrian army around it.  Elisha asked God to 
open his servant’s eyes, “and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around 
Elisha” (v. 17).  God then temporarily blinded the eyes of the enemy and rescued Elisha.  Do you see 
“the angel of Yahweh” protecting you and delivering you?  
God surrounds us with His presence, love, and power even 
when we cannot see it.  Be calm and confident! 
 
 

A Sovereign Protector I Have - YouTube 
 
 

A sov'reign Protector I have, 
Unseen, yet forever at hand, 
Unchangeably faithful to save, 
Almighty to rule and command. 
 

— Augustus Toplady (b. 1740) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpdyuWlZY_I

