
KH—January 24-30 
 

January 24 Sunday (optional) — Numbers 31:1-8 — Raising an earlier army  
 

1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Avenge the people of Israel on the Midianites. Afterward 
you shall be gathered to your people.” 3 So Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm men from 
among you for the war, that they may go against Midian to execute the LORD’s vengeance on 
Midian. 4 You shall send a thousand from each of the tribes of Israel to the war.” 5 So there were 
provided, out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand from each tribe, twelve thousand armed for 
war. 6 And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand from each tribe, together with Phinehas the 
son of Eleazar the priest, with the vessels of the sanctuary and the trumpets for the alarm in his 
hand. 7 They warred against Midian, as the LORD commanded Moses, and killed every 
male. 8 They killed the kings of Midian with the rest of their slain, Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, 
the five kings of Midian. And they also killed Balaam the son of Beor with the sword.  

• How was the leadership of Moses different than that of King Saul in forming an army? 

• What differences do you see in how the two armies were raised? 

• Why do you think Saul’s army was over 25 times the size of Moses’ army?  Was there a 
spiritual element involved?  How important to God is the size of human armies? 

****************************** 
 
January 25 M — Reading 17 — 1 Samuel 12:1-25 — Samuel's message to Israel 
 
1 And Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have obeyed your voice in all that you have said to me and 
have made a king over you. 2 And now, behold, the king walks before you, and I am old and gray; and 
behold, my sons are with you. I have walked before you from my youth until this day. 3 Here I am; 
testify against me before the LORD and before his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Or whose 
donkey have I taken? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or from whose hand 
have I taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it? Testify against me[fn] and I will restore it to you.” 4 They 
said, “You have not defrauded us or oppressed us or taken anything from any man’s hand.” 5 And he 
said to them, “The LORD is witness against you, and his anointed is witness this day, that you have 
not found anything in my hand.” And they said, “He is witness.” 
 
6 And Samuel said to the people, “The LORD is witness,[fn] who appointed Moses and Aaron and 
brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 7 Now therefore stand still that I may plead with you 
before the LORD concerning all the righteous deeds of the LORD that he performed for you and for 
your fathers. 8 When Jacob went into Egypt, and the Egyptians oppressed them,[fn] then your fathers 
cried out to the LORD and the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your fathers out of Egypt 
and made them dwell in this place. 9 But they forgot the LORD their God. And he sold them into the 
hand of Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor,[fn] and into the hand of the Philistines, and into the 
hand of the king of Moab. And they fought against them. 10 And they cried out to the LORD and said, 
‘We have sinned, because we have forsaken the LORD and have served the Baals and the 
Ashtaroth. But now deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, that we may serve you.’ 11 And the 
LORD sent Jerubbaal and Barak[fn] and Jephthah and Samuel and delivered you out of the hand of 
your enemies on every side, and you lived in safety. 12 And when you saw that Nahash the king of the 
Ammonites came against you, you said to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us,’ when the LORD 
your God was your king. 13 And now behold the king whom you have chosen, for whom you have 
asked; behold, the LORD has set a king over you. 14 If you will fear the LORD and serve him and 
obey his voice and not rebel against the commandment of the LORD, and if both you and the king 
who reigns over you will follow the LORD your God, it will be well. 15 But if you will not obey the voice 
of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then the hand of the LORD will be 
against you and your king.[fn] 16 Now therefore stand still and see this great thing that the LORD will do 
before your eyes. 17 Is it not wheat harvest today? I will call upon the LORD, that he may send 



thunder and rain. And you shall know and see that your wickedness is great, which you have done in 
the sight of the LORD, in asking for yourselves a king.” 18 So Samuel called upon the LORD, and the 
LORD sent thunder and rain that day, and all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel. 
 
19 And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the LORD your God, that we may not 
die, for we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a king.” 20 And Samuel said to the 
people, “Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following the LORD, 
but serve the LORD with all your heart. 21 And do not turn aside after empty things that cannot profit 
or deliver, for they are empty. 22 For the LORD will not forsake his people, for his great name’s sake, 
because it has pleased the LORD to make you a people for himself. 23 Moreover, as for me, far be it 
from me that I should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the 
good and the right way. 24 Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For 
consider what great things he has done for you. 25 But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept 
away, both you and your king.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(12:3) Septuagint; Hebrew lacks Testify against me 
(12:6) Septuagint; Hebrew lacks is witness 
(12:8) Septuagint; Hebrew lacks and the Egyptians oppressed them 
(12:9) Septuagint the army of Jabin king of Hazor 
(12:11) Septuagint, Syriac; Hebrew Bedan 
(12:15) Septuagint; Hebrew fathers 

 
Integrity and Intercession — Talk about leaders!  Samuel comes across as a prime example of the 
kind of leader that God blesses.  First, he was a leader characterized by integrity.  After a long life of 
being a judge in Israel, he challenged the people to show any evidence that he had been dishonest.  
Does that sound like leaders in your state, province, or nation?  We seem to be surrounded by 
government leaders who have become wealthy, far beyond the income provided from their position.  
Where did it come from?  Most people suspect that they selfishly took advantage of their station by 
receiving monetary “favors” for voting in a way that favored the interests of the donors.  We even hear 
about pastors who live in mansions and own private jet airplanes.  Not Samuel, not God’s man!  He 
said, “…you have not found anything in my hand” (v. 5)—no evidence of selfishness or taking 
advantage of his position.  Another quality of Samuel shown in this chapter is that he was a leader 
characterized by intercession.  He prayed for others.  The people asked him to pray for their 
protection against God’s punishment for their sin of demanding to have a king (v. 19).  Samuel’s 
response was the verse I chose to put on the prayer-reminder card my wife and I left behind with our 
friends when we headed to the Philippines as missionaries: “…far be it from me that I should sin 
against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you” (v. 23).  Samuel wouldn’t forget his people.  He prayed 
for their protection and for them to be faithful.  For whom are you praying regularly?  Do you pray for 
more than your family members?  Does it extend to your fellow workers … your neighbors … your 
small group members … your pastors … your unsaved friends?  Like Samuel, we need to be people 
of integrity and people of intercession. 
 
I should have suggested this earlier but if you are not familiar with the short excellent videos from The 
Bible Project, here is a good introduction.  To see their 7-minute video summarizing the first half of 1 
Samuel, please click here (https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/1-samuel). 
****************************** 
 
January 26 Tu — Reading 18 — 1 Samuel 13:1-7, 15-23 — Threatened war with the Philistines 
 
1 Saul lived for one year and then became king, and when he had reigned for two years over 
Israel,[fn] 2 Saul chose three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were with Saul in Michmash and 
the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/1-samuel


people he sent home, every man to his tent. 3 Jonathan defeated the garrison of the Philistines that 
was at Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, 
saying, “Let the Hebrews hear.” 4 And all Israel heard it said that Saul had defeated the garrison of the 
Philistines, and also that Israel had become a stench to the Philistines. And the people were called 
out to join Saul at Gilgal. 
 
5 And the Philistines mustered to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen 
and troops like the sand on the seashore in multitude. They came up and encamped in Michmash, to 
the east of Beth-aven. 6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in trouble (for the people were 
hard pressed), the people hid themselves in caves and in holes and in rocks and in tombs and in 
cisterns, 7 and some Hebrews crossed the fords of the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul 
was still at Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling… 
 
15 And Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal. The rest of the people went up after Saul to meet the 
army; they went up from Gilgal[fn] to Gibeah of Benjamin. 
 
And Saul numbered the people who were present with him, about six hundred men. 16 And Saul and 
Jonathan his son and the people who were present with them stayed in Geba of Benjamin, but the 
Philistines encamped in Michmash. 17 And raiders came out of the camp of the Philistines in three 
companies. One company turned toward Ophrah, to the land of Shual; 18 another company turned 
toward Beth-horon; and another company turned toward the border that looks down on the Valley of 
Zeboim toward the wilderness. 
 
19 Now there was no blacksmith to be found throughout all the land of Israel, for the Philistines said, 
“Lest the Hebrews make themselves swords or spears.” 20 But every one of the Israelites went down 
to the Philistines to sharpen his plowshare, his mattock, his axe, or his sickle,[fn] 21 and the charge was 
two-thirds of a shekel[fn] for the plowshares and for the mattocks, and a third of a shekel[fn] for 
sharpening the axes and for setting the goads.[fn] 22 So on the day of the battle there was neither 
sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people with Saul and Jonathan, but Saul and 
Jonathan his son had them. 23 And the garrison of the Philistines went out to the pass of Michmash. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(13:1) Hebrew Saul was one year old when he became king, and he reigned two years over Israel; some Greek 
manuscripts give Saul's age when he began to reign as thirty years 
(13:15) Septuagint; Hebrew lacks The rest of the people… from Gilgal 
(13:20) Septuagint; Hebrew plowshare 
(13:21) Hebrew was a pim 
(13:21) A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams 
(13:21) The meaning of the Hebrew verse is uncertain 

 
Lackluster Leadership — The ancient text available for verse 1 is very confusing regarding the time; 
parts of it may be missing.  Enough time had elapsed, however, because Saul was a “young man” at 
the time of his selection as king (9:2) but now his son Jonathan is old enough to command a third of 
the army.  The Apostle Paul tells us that Saul reigned for 40 years (Acts 13:21).  Except for the 
victorious battle against the Ammonite King Nahash (11:11), Saul has not seemed to be much of a 
leader.  Although the Philistines were a huge military threat, Saul kept an army of only 3,000 men and 
intentionally sent the rest home (13:2).  Then, with Jonathan’s victory over one Philistine outpost, the 
threat of a major war became very critical and most of Saul’s army hid and ran away, leaving only 600 
fighting men (v. 15) with two swords among them (v. 22).  Saul needed help from God but we will see 
in our next reading that he blew that opportunity by disobeying Samuel.  Do you sometimes seem 
surrounded with insurmountable problems and feel very little support from others?  Our first thought in 
those situations should be to turn to God.  Nothing is impossible with God and He loves us and wants 



to help us.  Turn to Him!  Cry out for His help!  Trying to take things into our own hands will likely lead 
to even further trouble. 
****************************** 
 
January 27 W — Reading 19 — 1 Samuel 13:8-14 — Saul's sin and predicted end 
 
8 He waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and the 
people were scattering from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering here to me, and the peace 
offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering. 10 As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, 
behold, Samuel came. And Saul went out to meet him and greet him. 11 Samuel said, “What have you 
done?” And Saul said, “When I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not 
come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, 12 I said, ‘Now 
the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the favor of the LORD.’ So 
I forced myself, and offered the burnt offering.” 13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. 
You have not kept the command of the LORD your God, with which he commanded you. For then the 
LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not 
continue. The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart, and the LORD has commanded him 
to be prince[fn] over his people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(13:14) Or leader 

 
Who is King? — God had used Samuel to choose and anoint Saul as Israel’s king but Yahweh was 
the ultimate King to be obeyed and followed.  God was still using Samuel as His messenger to give 
direction to Saul.  This was the second time Samuel had told Saul to wait a certain number of days at 
Gilgal (see 10:8).  But Saul, being impatient and scared, knew that he needed direction from God.  
Only priests were authorized by God to present burnt offerings (Num. 18:7) but Saul took matters into 
his own hands and offered sacrifices, apparently to insure divine favor.  Then, God’s representative 
showed up to rebuke him for his sin.  Although Saul was king, he was to obey God as the primary 
leader.  Men, do you think you are the “king” at work or in your home?  No, King Jesus is over you 
and you are to submit to Him and His will (Col. 4:1).  Like Saul, sometimes circumstances cause us to 
do foolish things instead of first finding out what God wants us to do.  Our source of direction comes 
from the Bible, containing God’s commands to us.  Like the WWJD (What Would Jesus Do?) 
wristbands many people wore years ago, we need to ask ourselves, WDGW (What Does God 
Want?).  His Word has directions for us during our puzzling and frightening circumstances.  We need 
to go to Him. 
 
Meditation: What two excuses did Saul offer for why he had disobeyed? Of what did he accuse 
Samuel?  When we are challenged about some questionable thing we have done, we often excuse 
and accuse.  Why?  We instinctively want to shift the blame away from ourselves.  Facing up to what 
we have done wrong is part of repentance: We must admit our sin, not excuse it; we must accept the 
blame, not transfer it. 
****************************** 
 
January 28 Th — Reading 20 — 1 Samuel 14:1-23 — Jonathan's conquers a Philistine garrison 
 
1 One day Jonathan the son of Saul said to the young man who carried his armor, “Come, let us go 
over to the Philistine garrison on the other side.” But he did not tell his father. 2 Saul was staying in the 
outskirts of Gibeah in the pomegranate cave[fn] at Migron. The people who were with him were about 
six hundred men, 3 including Ahijah the son of Ahitub, Ichabod’s brother, son of Phinehas, son of Eli, 
the priest of the LORD in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And the people did not know that Jonathan had 
gone. 4 Within the passes, by which Jonathan sought to go over to the Philistine garrison, there was a 



rocky crag on the one side and a rocky crag on the other side. The name of the one was Bozez, and 
the name of the other Seneh. 5 The one crag rose on the north in front of Michmash, and the other on 
the south in front of Geba. 
 
6 Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armor, “Come, let us go over to the garrison of 
these uncircumcised. It may be that the LORD will work for us, for nothing can hinder the LORD from 
saving by many or by few.” 7 And his armor-bearer said to him, “Do all that is in your heart. Do as you 
wish.[fn] Behold, I am with you heart and soul.” 8 Then Jonathan said, “Behold, we will cross over to 
the men, and we will show ourselves to them. 9 If they say to us, ‘Wait until we come to you,’ then we 
will stand still in our place, and we will not go up to them. 10 But if they say, ‘Come up to us,’ then we 
will go up, for the LORD has given them into our hand. And this shall be the sign to us.” 11 So both of 
them showed themselves to the garrison of the Philistines. And the Philistines said, “Look, Hebrews 
are coming out of the holes where they have hidden themselves.” 12 And the men of the garrison 
hailed Jonathan and his armor-bearer and said, “Come up to us, and we will show you a thing.” And 
Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, “Come up after me, for the LORD has given them into the hand of 
Israel.” 13 Then Jonathan climbed up on his hands and feet, and his armor-bearer after him. And they 
fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer killed them after him. 14 And that first strike, which 
Jonathan and his armor-bearer made, killed about twenty men within as it were half a furrow’s length 
in an acre[fn] of land. 15 And there was a panic in the camp, in the field, and among all the people. The 
garrison and even the raiders trembled, the earth quaked, and it became a very great panic.[fn] 
 
16 And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and behold, the multitude was dispersing 
here and there.[fn] 17 Then Saul said to the people who were with him, “Count and see who has gone 
from us.” And when they had counted, behold, Jonathan and his armor-bearer were not there. 18 So 
Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the ark of God here.” For the ark of God went at that time with the 
people[fn] of Israel. 19 Now while Saul was talking to the priest, the tumult in the camp of the Philistines 
increased more and more. So Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw your hand.” 20 Then Saul and all the 
people who were with him rallied and went into the battle. And behold, every Philistine’s sword was 
against his fellow, and there was very great confusion. 21 Now the Hebrews who had been with the 
Philistines before that time and who had gone up with them into the camp, even they also turned to 
be with the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan. 22 Likewise, when all the men of Israel who 
had hidden themselves in the hill country of Ephraim heard that the Philistines were fleeing, they too 
followed hard after them in the battle. 23 So the LORD saved Israel that day. And the battle passed 
beyond Beth-aven… 
 
47 When Saul had taken the kingship over Israel, he fought against all his enemies on every side, 
against Moab, against the Ammonites, against Edom, against the kings of Zobah, and against the 
Philistines. Wherever he turned he routed them. 48 And he did valiantly and struck the Amalekites and 
delivered Israel out of the hands of those who plundered them. 
 
49 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ishvi, and Malchi-shua. And the names of his two daughters 
were these: the name of the firstborn was Merab, and the name of the younger Michal. 50 And the 
name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz. And the name of the commander of his 
army was Abner the son of Ner, Saul’s uncle. 51 Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of 
Abner was the son of Abiel. 
 
52 There was hard fighting against the Philistines all the days of Saul. And when Saul saw any strong 
man, or any valiant man, he attached him to himself. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(14:2) Or under the pomegranate [tree] 
(14:7) Septuagint Do all that your mind inclines to 



(14:14) Hebrew a yoke 
(14:15) Or became a panic from God 
(14:16) Septuagint; Hebrew they went here and there 
(14:18) Hebrew; Septuagint “Bring the ephod.” For at that time he wore the ephod before the people 

 
Response to Trust — Saul’s indecision, fear, and disobedience is contrasted here to the trust and 
bravery of his son Jonathan.  What a great king Jonathan would have made if Saul had only obeyed!  
Jonathan showed that he was brave, intentionally exposing himself to the Philistine garrison, saying, 
“…we will show ourselves to them” (v. 8); and he willingly entered a fight greatly outnumbered—two 
to twenty.  He was brave because he trusted in God to overcome the odds: “…nothing can hinder the 
LORD from saving by many or by few” (v. 6).  God responded positively to that trust.  He provided 
entry into the enemy’s stronghold.  He allowed two men to kill twenty.  God caused an earthquake (v. 
15) and a panic in the Philistines’ main camp, so that they began killing each other (v. 20).  It was 
clear that “the LORD saved Israel that day” (v. 23).  God responded to Jonathan’s trust and provided 
supernatural deliverance.  God still does that, you know!  He responds to our trust.  What fear or 
enemy do you face in your life that God is waiting to conquer for you?  If we only hide in our “cave” as 
Saul did, nothing will result but paralysis.  If we step out in faith, trusting God to act on our behalf, He 
will step up to honor our faith. 
 
Meditation: I was impressed with Jonathan’s armor bearer and his deep respect for the man he 
served.  When Jonathan suggested a daring adventure, the armor bearer said, “I am with you heart 
and soul” (v. 7).  That says something very positive about the armor bearer but it probably says more 
about Jonathan.  He was a man who attracted respect and commitment.  He was also a man who 
gave respect and commitment.  We are only a few chapters away from the love and commitment he 
showed to David: “…the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as 
his own soul … Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own soul” (18:1, 
3).  Do you have a best-friend relationship like that?  It is a rare and valuable treasure.  Whose armor 
bearer are you? 
****************************** 
 
January 29 F — Reading 21 — 1 Samuel 14:24-46 — Saul’s fast causes problems 
 
24 And the men of Israel had been hard pressed that day, so Saul had laid an oath on the people, 
saying, “Cursed be the man who eats food until it is evening and I am avenged on my enemies.” So 
none of the people had tasted food. 25 Now when all the people[fn] came to the forest, behold, there 
was honey on the ground. 26 And when the people entered the forest, behold, the honey was 
dropping, but no one put his hand to his mouth, for the people feared the oath. 27 But Jonathan had 
not heard his father charge the people with the oath, so he put out the tip of the staff that was in his 
hand and dipped it in the honeycomb and put his hand to his mouth, and his eyes became 
bright. 28 Then one of the people said, “Your father strictly charged the people with an oath, saying, 
‘Cursed be the man who eats food this day.’” And the people were faint. 29 Then Jonathan said, “My 
father has troubled the land. See how my eyes have become bright because I tasted a little of this 
honey. 30 How much better if the people had eaten freely today of the spoil of their enemies that they 
found. For now the defeat among the Philistines has not been great.” 
 
31 They struck down the Philistines that day from Michmash to Aijalon. And the people were very 
faint. 32 The people pounced on the spoil and took sheep and oxen and calves and slaughtered them 
on the ground. And the people ate them with the blood. 33 Then they told Saul, “Behold, the people 
are sinning against the LORD by eating with the blood.” And he said, “You have dealt treacherously; 
roll a great stone to me here.” [fn] 34 And Saul said, “Disperse yourselves among the people and say to 
them, ‘Let every man bring his ox or his sheep and slaughter them here and eat, and do not sin 
against the LORD by eating with the blood.’” So every one of the people brought his ox with him that 



night and they slaughtered them there. 35 And Saul built an altar to the LORD; it was the first altar that 
he built to the LORD. 
 
36 Then Saul said, “Let us go down after the Philistines by night and plunder them until the morning 
light; let us not leave a man of them.” And they said, “Do whatever seems good to you.” But the priest 
said, “Let us draw near to God here.” 37 And Saul inquired of God, “Shall I go down after the 
Philistines? Will you give them into the hand of Israel?” But he did not answer him that day. 38 And 
Saul said, “Come here, all you leaders of the people, and know and see how this sin has arisen 
today. 39 For as the LORD lives who saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely 
die.” But there was not a man among all the people who answered him. 40 Then he said to all Israel, 
“You shall be on one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side.” And the people said 
to Saul, “Do what seems good to you.” 41 Therefore Saul said, “O LORD God of Israel, why have you 
not answered your servant this day? If this guilt is in me or in Jonathan my son, O LORD, God of 
Israel, give Urim. But if this guilt is in your people Israel, give Thummim.” [fn] And Jonathan and Saul 
were taken, but the people escaped. 42 Then Saul said, “Cast the lot between me and my son 
Jonathan.” And Jonathan was taken. 
 
43 Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you have done.” And Jonathan told him, “I tasted a little 
honey with the tip of the staff that was in my hand. Here I am; I will die.” 44 And Saul said, “God do so 
to me and more also; you shall surely die, Jonathan.” 45 Then the people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan 
die, who has worked this great salvation in Israel? Far from it! As the LORD lives, there shall not one 
hair of his head fall to the ground, for he has worked with God this day.” So the people ransomed 
Jonathan, so that he did not die. 46 Then Saul went up from pursuing the Philistines, and the 
Philistines went to their own place. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(14:25) Hebrew land 
(14:33) Septuagint; Hebrew this day 
(14:41) Vulgate and Septuagint; Hebrew Therefore Saul said to the LORD, the God of Israel, “Give Thummim.” 

 
Foolish Fast — More evidence of Saul’s faulty leadership is shown in this passage.  It seems like his 
decision to impose a day-long fast on his army was a whim.  Why?  Was it to save time for more 
fighting?  It turned out to be foolish because the troops became less effective through exhaustion, as 
Jonathan observed: “…the defeat among the Philistines has not been great” (v. 30).  At sunset, the 
fast ended and the famished troops pounced on the enemy’s food supplies.  The army had been 
careful to obey Saul’s arbitrary rule for a fast but they failed to obey God’s settled law of not eating 
meat without first draining the blood.  Strangely, Saul was far less concerned that God’s command 
had been broken than that one person had broken his own command.  When Saul found out that 
uninformed Jonathan had eaten some honey, he was intent on having him killed as a punishment.  
However, the army refused to comply and rescued Jonathan from his fickle father.  Are the 
commands of God more important to us than our own rules?  For example, we may get upset by 
people who break our own rules about how they ought to worship in church, which distracts us from 
our own worship of God.  Misplaced priorities.  Imposing our personal preferences on other people is 
like calling a foolish fast.  It is useless, limits what could have been accomplished, and ignores what is 
much more important. 
****************************** 
 

January 30 Saturday (optional) — Gen. 3:8-13 — Other excuses and blame 
 
Compare the following two passages: Saul’s earlier response in being confronted by his 
disobedience to Adam and Eve’s response with excuses and blame. 

 



1 Sam. 13:10 As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came. And Saul 
went out to meet him and greet him. 11 Samuel said, “What have you done?” And Saul said, 
“When I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not come within the days 
appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, 12 I said, ‘Now the Philistines will 
come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the favor of the LORD.’ So I forced myself, 
and offered the burnt offering.” 13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have 
not kept the command of the LORD your God, with which he commanded you. For then the 
LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not 
continue. The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart, and the LORD has commanded 
him to be prince over his people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.” 
 
Gen. 3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 
also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are 
you?”] 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the 
tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, 
“What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

• How were the circumstances different in these two examples that encouraged them to 
disobey? 

• How did Saul’s comment, “I forced myself…” (1 Sam. 13:12), show guilt like sewing 
together fig leaves showed Adam and Eve’s guilt? 

• In what ways did both Adam and Saul seem to blame God for what they did? 

• What other individual did Adam and Saul blame for their own acts? 

• Think through your past week; did you make an excuse or blame someone else for 
something that you did that was wrong? 

 


