
KH January 3-9 
 

January  Sunday (optional) Reading 2 Op — Luke 1:5-17 — God promises barren Elizabeth a son 
 

As you read the following passage, look for similarities between the promised futures of Samuel 
and John. 

 
5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah,[fn] of the division of 
Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they 
were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the 
Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 
 
8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9 according to the 
custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn 
incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of 
incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar 
of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the 
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not 
drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 
womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go 
before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(1:5) Greek Zacharias 

****************************** 
 
January 4 Monday — Reading 2 — 1 Samuel 2:1-10 — Hannah's song of praise 
 
1 And Hannah prayed and said,  
  
   “My heart exults in the LORD; 
     my horn is exalted in the LORD. 
   My mouth derides my enemies, 
     because I rejoice in your salvation. 
  
2  “There is none holy like the LORD: 
     for there is none besides you; 
     there is no rock like our God. 
3  Talk no more so very proudly, 
     let not arrogance come from your mouth; 
  for the LORD is a God of knowledge, 
    and by him actions are weighed. 
4 The bows of the mighty are broken, 
    but the feeble bind on strength. 
5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 
     but those who were hungry have ceased to hunger. 
  The barren has borne seven, 
     but she who has many children is forlorn. 
6 The LORD kills and brings to life; 



     he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 
     he brings low and he exalts. 
8 He raises up the poor from the dust; 
     he lifts the needy from the ash heap 
  to make them sit with princes 
     and inherit a seat of honor. 
  For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, 
     and on them he has set the world. 
  
9 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 
     but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness, 
     for not by might shall a man prevail. 
10 The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; 
      against them he will thunder in heaven. 
   The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; 
      he will give strength to his king 
      and exalt the horn of his anointed.” 
  
Reversals — God loves the humble underdog but is against the proud achiever.  Hannah was the 
underdog, the loved but barren wife.  Peninnah was the boasting, deriding leader with the fruitful 
womb.  “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6).  Our human nature 
migrates toward the proud side but our God-driven spiritual bent recognizes the value of being 
humble.  Notice that when Hannah had given birth to Samuel, her heart did not turn in pride toward 
Peninnah but in praise to God.  She recognized that God was the source of the gift of her son and 
she delighted in Him for his grace and goodness.  The theme of Hannah’s song of praise is 
“reversals”—God’s reversals.  God can elevate the humble underdog and bring to nothing those who 
are strong and boastful.  He certainly did that for Hannah.  What situation has you in an underdog 
position today?  Are you in debt?  Do you feel unloved?  Are you being ridiculed by someone?  Like 
Hannah, God is your hope.  Turn to Him in praise, even before the reversal comes.  Praise Him 
because He is worthy of praise.  Memorize the following verse to have it always ready: “There is none 
holy like the LORD: for there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God” (v. 2).  If a reversal 
comes for you, it will be from that gracious God. 
 
Meditation: Someone might say that Hannah was needling Peninnah by saying, “My mouth derides 
my enemies” (v. 1), but “enemies” is plural here, making it a general statement.  The word “derides” in 
this verse made me wonder about its meaning.  The dictionary defines “deride” as meaning “to laugh 
at or to insult contemptuously.”  Literally, the Hebrew text says, “my mouth is enlarged.”  I suppose it 
could be enlarged in several ways in this context.  Which one fits the best?  One might be in mocking 
ridicule (“insult contemptuously”) toward enemies.  Another way might be to open wide one’s mouth in 
fear of the enemies, but that doesn’t seem to fit the context because of the following clause.  What 
might fit better is a mouth that is enlarged in laughter.  Why?  “…because I rejoice in your salvation” 
(v. 2).  Not laughing in ridicule as much as laughing in joy.  The NKJV confirms this meaning by 
saying, “I smile at my enemies…” 
****************************** 
 
January 5 Tuesday — Reading 3 — 1 Samuel 2:11-26 — Samuel's start among unfaithful priests 
 
11 Then Elkanah went home to Ramah. And the boy[fn] was ministering to the LORD in the presence of 
Eli the priest. 
 



12 Now the sons of Eli were worthless men. They did not know the LORD. 13 The custom of the priests 
with the people was that when any man offered sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come, while the 
meat was boiling, with a three-pronged fork in his hand, 14 and he would thrust it into the pan or kettle 
or cauldron or pot. All that the fork brought up the priest would take for himself. This is what they did 
at Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 15 Moreover, before the fat was burned, the priest’s 
servant would come and say to the man who was sacrificing, “Give meat for the priest to roast, for he 
will not accept boiled meat from you but only raw.” 16 And if the man said to him, “Let them burn the 
fat first, and then take as much as you wish,” he would say, “No, you must give it now, and if not, I will 
take it by force.” 17 Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight of the LORD, for the 
men treated the offering of the LORD with contempt. 
 
18 Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy clothed with a linen ephod. 19 And his mother used 
to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year when she went up with her husband to offer 
the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD give you 
children by this woman for the petition she asked of the LORD.” So then they would return to their 
home. 
 
21 Indeed the LORD visited Hannah, and she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. And 
the boy Samuel grew in the presence of the LORD. 
 
22 Now Eli was very old, and he kept hearing all that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how they 
lay with the women who were serving at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 23 And he said to them, 
“Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all these people. 24 No, my sons; it 
is no good report that I hear the people of the LORD spreading abroad. 25 If someone sins against a 
man, God will mediate for him, but if someone sins against the LORD, who can intercede for him?” 
But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for it was the will of the LORD to put them to 
death. 
 
26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and also with 
man. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(2:11) Hebrew na‘ar can be rendered boy (2:11, 18, 21, 26; 3:1, 8), servant (2:13, 15), or young man (2:17), depending on 
the context 

 
Favorable Growth — There is a clear contrast in this passage between the sinful growth of Eli’s sons 
and the spiritual growth of the boy Samuel.  Eli’s sons were called “worthless men” (v. 12), which they 
demonstrated by taking advantage of their position as priests in disobedience to the commands for 
offering sacrifices laid out in the Law of Moses.  They also took sexual advantage of women “who 
were serving at the entrance to the tent of meeting” (v. 22).  Their basic problem was that they 
“treated … the LORD with contempt” (v. 17) because “They did not know the LORD” (v. 12).  It was a 
relationship problem.  Samuel was growing in a different way; he “continued to grow both in stature 
and in favor with the LORD and also with man” (v. 26).  He may have been only 3-4 years old when 
he started living at Shiloh with Eli.  As he grew physically, his mother would annually make a new 
robe for him (v. 19).  He also grew relationally with people, “in favor … with man” (v. 26).  And of most 
importance, he “continued to grow … in favor with the LORD” (v. 26).  Most of us have long finished 
growing in stature but we still have room to grow in our relationships with people and with God.  
Reading God’s Word every day is helping us to grow spiritually. 
****************************** 
 
January 6 Wednesday — Reading 4 — 1 Samuel 2:27-36 — Judgment predicted for Eli and sons 
 



27 And there came a man of God to Eli and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Did I indeed reveal 
myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt subject to the house of Pharaoh? 28 Did I 
choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my altar, to burn incense, to wear 
an ephod before me? I gave to the house of your father all my offerings by fire from the people of 
Israel. 29 Why then do you scorn[fn] my sacrifices and my offerings that I commanded for my dwelling, 
and honor your sons above me by fattening yourselves on the choicest parts of every offering of my 
people Israel?’ 30 Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, declares: ‘I promised that your house and 
the house of your father should go in and out before me forever,’ but now the LORD declares: ‘Far be 
it from me, for those who honor me I will honor, and those who despise me shall be lightly 
esteemed. 31 Behold, the days are coming when I will cut off your strength and the strength of your 
father’s house, so that there will not be an old man in your house. 32 Then in distress you will look with 
envious eye on all the prosperity that shall be bestowed on Israel, and there shall not be an old man 
in your house forever. 33 The only one of you whom I shall not cut off from my altar shall be spared to 
weep his[fn] eyes out to grieve his heart, and all the descendants[fn] of your house shall die by the 
sword of men.[fn] 34 And this that shall come upon your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shall be the 
sign to you: both of them shall die on the same day. 35 And I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, 
who shall do according to what is in my heart and in my mind. And I will build him a sure house, and 
he shall go in and out before my anointed forever. 36 And everyone who is left in your house shall 
come to implore him for a piece of silver or a loaf of bread and shall say, “Please put me in one of the 
priests’ places, that I may eat a morsel of bread.”’” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(2:29) Hebrew kick at 
(2:33) Septuagint; Hebrew your; twice in this verse 
(2:33) Hebrew increase 
(2:33) Septuagint; Hebrew die as men 

 
A Disregarded Privilege and Promise — Eli’s sons were abusers of the privileged position God had 
given to priests.  They were descendants of Aaron, to whom God revealed Himself in Egypt (v. 27).  
Aaron was part of the tribe of Levi, the tribe God had chosen out of the twelve tribes to serve Him (v. 
28).  God gave the priests food from the sacrificial offerings given by the people (v. 28).  It was a 
position of privilege.  There was also promise involved: “I promised that your house and the house of 
your father should go in and out before me forever” (v. 30).  It was a promise of the continuation of 
their privilege.  However, Hophni and Phinehas disregarded both the privilege and promise by their 
scornful actions; their father Eli was also to blame for not stopping them (“you” in vs. 29 is plural in 
Hebrew).  God made a strong contrast by saying, “I promised … but now…” (v. 30).  The promise 
was changed into more of a curse because “those who despise me shall be lightly esteemed.”  God is 
patient but He is also Judge.  People in every generation cannot hope to escape God’s penalty for 
uncaringly continuing in sin.  We Christians have also been given privileges and promises.  Will we be 
faithful in being respectfully obedient to all He has commanded? 
****************************** 
 
January 7 Thursday — Reading 5 — 1 Samuel 3:1—4:1a — Samuel's call as prophet 
 
1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli. And the word of the 
LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 
 
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in 
his own place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of 
the LORD, where the ark of God was. 
 
4 Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 



 
6 And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know 
the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 
 
8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’” So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 
10 And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 
“Speak, for your servant hears.” 11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing 
in Israel at which the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli 
all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 And I declare to him that I am 
about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming 
God,[fn] and he did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s 
house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.” 
 
15 Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel was 
afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here 
I am.” 17 And Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you 
and more also if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything 
and hid nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD. Let him do what seems good to him.” 
 
19 And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And 
all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the LORD. 21 And 
the LORD appeared again at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word 
of the LORD. 
 
4:1a And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(3:13) Or blaspheming for themselves 

 
“Here I Am.” — Five times in this chapter Samuel responded to a call with the words, “Here I am”—
an expression of availability.  It is what we ought to say as we approach God’s Word every day.  Let 
God know that you are available to hear what He has to say to you!  Although “the word of the 
LORD was rare in those days” (v. 1), that is not true today.  We have the Word of God available in the 
Bible.  “Here I am” is not only an expression of availability but it also represents a willingness to obey.  
It is a “reporting for duty” kind of statement.  We should not only want to know what God has to say to 
us but also to do what He wants us to do.  Available and willing.  A pastor friend of mine recently 
suggested the words of a hymn to sing to the Lord before reading His Word.  I have now committed it 
to memory to help prepare me to be available and willing as I open my Bible.  Will you join me? 

 
Open my eyes, that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready my God, Thy will to see, 
Open my eyes, illumine me, 
Spirit divine! 



Open my mind, that I may read 
More of Thy love in word and deed; 
What shall I fear while Thou dost lead? 
Only for light from Thee I plead. 

--Clara H. Scott (1895) 
****************************** 
 
January 8 Friday — Reading 6 — 1 Samuel 4:1b-11a — The ark lost in war 
 
1b Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines. They encamped at Ebenezer, and the 
Philistines encamped at Aphek.  2 The Philistines drew up in line against Israel, and when the battle 
spread, Israel was defeated before the Philistines, who killed about four thousand men on the field of 
battle. 3 And when the people came to the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why has the 
LORD defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD here from Shiloh, that it[fn] may come among us and save us from the power of our 
enemies.” 4 So the people sent to Shiloh and brought from there the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD of hosts, who is enthroned on the cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 
 
5 As soon as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all Israel gave a mighty shout, 
so that the earth resounded. 6 And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shouting, they said, 
“What does this great shouting in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” And when they learned that the 
ark of the LORD had come to the camp, 7 the Philistines were afraid, for they said, “A god has come 
into the camp.” And they said, “Woe to us! For nothing like this has happened before. 8 Woe to us! 
Who can deliver us from the power of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the 
Egyptians with every sort of plague in the wilderness. 9 Take courage, and be men, O Philistines, lest 
you become slaves to the Hebrews as they have been to you; be men and fight.” 
 
10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and they fled, every man to his home. And there 
was a very great slaughter, for thirty thousand foot soldiers of Israel fell. 11a And the ark of God was 
captured… 
 
ESV Footnote 
(4:3) Or he 

 
Misplaced Confidence — Israel had confidence.  The way the passage begins suggests that they 
were confident about being victorious over the Philistines: “Now Israel went out to battle against the 
Philistines” (v. 1b).  When they were defeated, they asked, “Why has the LORD defeated us today 
before the Philistines?” (v. 3).  They were asking themselves this question rather than seeking the 
answer from God Himself.  We tend to do the same thing—trying to figure things out for ourselves 
before turning to God for help.  Their own solution was to bring the ark of the covenant to the battle 
scene: “Let us bring the ark …”  Their hope was that, “it may come … and save us…”  This was 
misplaced confidence; they were placing their hopes on that which represented God rather than on 
God Himself—on the symbol rather than the Person.  The ark was given by God to represent His 
presence with Israel but it was to be kept in the Most Holy Place (Ex. 26:34) and seen only once a 
year by the high priest.  Their happy confidence was shown again as the ark was brought into the 
camp when “all Israel gave a mighty shout, so that the earth resounded” (v. 5).  But they were 
defeated even more severely and their symbol of God’s presence was captured.  Is your confidence 
really in the Lord?  Or do you trust in symbols like religious trinkets dangling from your rearview mirror 
or a motto plaque in your house?  Our trust is to be in God alone and we must learn to turn to Him at 
the beginning of any problem that we face. 
 



Let it be Jesus 
   The first name that I call 
Let it be Jesus 
   My song inside the storm 
I’ll never need another... 

 
****************************** 
 

January 9 Saturday (optional) — Reading 6 Op—Jonah 1:1-3; 2:7-10; 3:1-3 — Availability of 
Jonah 

 
Samuel’s repeated statement, “Here I am,” showed his availability to Eli and to God.  In what ways 
did the prophet Jonah show a different attitude regarding availability to God? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before 
me.” 3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went 
down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went 
down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD… 
 
2:7 When my life was fainting away, 
       I remembered the LORD, 
    and my prayer came to you, 
       into your holy temple. 
8   Those who pay regard to vain idols 
      forsake their hope of steadfast love. 
9   But I with the voice of thanksgiving 
      will sacrifice to you; 
   what I have vowed I will pay. 
      Salvation belongs to the LORD!” 
10 And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land. 
 
3:1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah 
arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. 


