
January 1-2  
 
This study covers the OT double books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles.  The readings are shown 
in parallel-column form when they present the same subject material and are presented 
chronologically as the events unfold in history.  The reading assignments average 18 verses per day, 
Monday through Friday.  Optional readings are suggested for Saturdays and Sundays that are in 
some way connected to the previous regular readings. 
 

 
January 1 Friday — 1 Samuel 1:1-28 — Samuel's infancy and consecration 
 
1 There was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim of the hill country of Ephraim whose name was 
Elkanah the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, an Ephrathite. 2 He had two 
wives. The name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other, Peninnah. And Peninnah had 
children, but Hannah had no children. 
 
3 Now this man used to go up year by year from his city to worship and to sacrifice to the LORD of 
hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of the LORD. 4 On the 
day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and 
daughters. 5 But to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved her, though the LORD had 
closed her womb.[fn] 6 And her rival used to provoke her grievously to irritate her, because the 
LORD had closed her womb. 7 So it went on year by year. As often as she went up to the house of 
the LORD, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. 8 And Elkanah, her 
husband, said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? And why do you not eat? And why is your heart 
sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
9 After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat 
beside the doorpost of the temple of the LORD. 10 She was deeply distressed and prayed to the 
LORD and wept bitterly. 11 And she vowed a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if you will indeed look 
on the affliction of your servant and remember me and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a son, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 

Introduction of 1 & 2 Samuel 
 
Samuel established the monarchy in Israel by anointing Saul and then David, 
around 1000 B.C.  Samuel served as the historical transition character from the 
period of the judges to that of the kings.  How many contributors to these two books 
is not known but Samuel was certainly a significant contributor, along with the 
prophets Nathan and Gad as suggested in 1 Chron. 29:29.  Samuel’s death is 
recorded in 1 Samuel 25:1, so he was not a contributor to 2 Samuel.  A time-clue is 
given in 1 Sam. 27:6 where the organizer of previously recorded documents stated 
that “Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day.”  This would have been 
written after the northern 10 tribes split away from Judah at the time of Solomon’s 
son Rehoboam. 
  
The central theme of the books of Samuel is God’s inauguration of the Davidic 
dynasty and selection of Jerusalem as the place for the temple. 

— summarized from the ESV Study Bible 



12 As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was speaking in her 
heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli took her to be a drunken 
woman. 14 And Eli said to her, “How long will you go on being drunk? Put your wine away from 
you.” 15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither 
wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the LORD. 16 Do not regard your 
servant as a worthless woman, for all along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and 
vexation.” 17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition that you have 
made to him.” 18 And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then the woman went her 
way and ate, and her face was no longer sad. 
 
19 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; then they went back to their house 
at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered her. 20 And in due time 
Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Samuel, for she said, “I have asked for 
him from the LORD.” [fn] 
 

21 The man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice and to pay his 
vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “As soon as the child is weaned, I will 
bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of the LORD and dwell there forever.” 23 Elkanah 
her husband said to her, “Do what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him; only, may the 
LORD establish his word.” So the woman remained and nursed her son until she weaned him. 24 And 
when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, [fn] an 
ephah[fn] of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. And 
the child was young. 25 Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. 26 And she 
said, “Oh, my lord!  As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence, 
praying to the LORD. 27 For this child I prayed, and the LORD has granted me my petition that I made 
to him. 28 Therefore I have lent him to the LORD.  As long as he lives, he is lent to the LORD.” 
And he worshiped the LORD there. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(1:5) Syriac; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. Septuagint And, although he loved Hannah, he would give Hannah 
only one portion, because the LORD had closed her womb 
(1:20) Samuel sounds like the Hebrew for heard of God 
(1:24) Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint, Syriac; Masoretic Text three bulls 
(1:24) An ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters 

 
The Prophet Samuel — Samuel was not one of the kings of Israel but as a prophet and judge, he 
played a very important role in the transition between the era of Israel’s leadership by judges and by 
kings.  God used him to select and anoint the first king of Israel and he also anointed the second king, 
David.  In our reading for today, baby Samuel was conceived in answer to prayer.  That beginning is 
a good way to start our reading for the new year.  There was disfunction in his father’s household, 
where Elkanah’s other wife Peninnah constantly derided Hannah for being barren like fertile Hagar 
did earlier to barren Sarah (Genesis 16:4).  Perhaps Peninnah became Elkanah’s wife because 
Hannah had proven to be barren.  Have you ever had a perpetual tormentor in your life?  Perhaps it 
was a verbal bully who would never let you forget some physical detriment or some mistake you 
made in the past.  It is depressing.  Hannah felt useless and hopeless but she turned to God for help.  
How long does it take us to realize that we haven’t presented our problem to the Lord and asked for 
His solution?  Here are two important facts we can draw from this story: Nothing is impossible with 
God and He loves us dearly.  That is a wonderful combination.  I hope you will remember those two 
things the next time you are desperate about a great need you have.  Hannah had hope and God had 
compassion. 
 
Meditation: After Eli heard Hannah’s explanation of her earnest-but-silent prayer, he told her, “Go in 
peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition” (v. 17).  Hannah had been fasting in her sadness (v. 



8) but when she left Eli, she “went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad” (v. 18).  What 
changed?  Was “her face no longer sad” because she ate?  The lack of food sometimes does 
intensify our emotions but can it reverse an emotion?  The other possibility is that she took Eli’s 
parting statement as a promise: “…the God of Israel grant your petition.”  In fact, several Bible 
translations insert what might be a suggestive-promise word “may”: “… and may the God of Israel 
grant your petition…” (NASB; cf. NIV, CSB, NET, NLT).  That prayer request or promise from the 
priest triggered faith in Hannah’s heart and it changed her countenance.  Faith changes things. 
****************************** 
 

January 2 Saturday (optional) — Genesis 17:1-8, 15-21 — God promises barren Sarah a son 
 

Compare the contrasts in this story of the conception of Isaac to yesterday’s account of Samuel’s 
birth in terms of the degree to which the fathers and mothers were involved when a son was 
promised to them. 

 
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty;[fn] walk 
before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you 
greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the 
father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram,[fn] but your name shall be Abraham,[fn] 
for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into 
nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after 
you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” … 
 
15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah[fn] shall be her 
name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give[fn] you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; 
kings of peoples shall come from her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child 
be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 18 And Abraham 
said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” 19 God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and 
you shall call his name Isaac.[fn] I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after 
him. 20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful and multiply him 
greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I will make him into a great nation. 21 But I will establish my covenant with 
Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.” 

 
ESV Footnotes 
(17:1) Hebrew El Shaddai 
(17:5) Abram means exalted father 
(17:5) Abraham means father of a multitude 
(17:15) Sarai and Sarah mean princess 
(17:16) Hebrew have given 
(17:19) Isaac means he laughs 

 


