
January 27 – 31 (Readings 19 – 23) 
 
 
 
January 27 — Reading 19 — Luke 2:51-52 — On-going Action 
 
Luke 2 
51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother 
treasured up all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature[fn] and in 
favor with God and man. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(2:52) Or years 

 
Comment: There are three important Greek verbs used in these two verses that use tenses to 
indicate on-going action.  The first one is that Jesus “was submissive” to His parents.  Luke likely 
made this statement to make it clear that Jesus had not been sassy to Mary when she found Him in 
the Temple with the rabbis (2:49).  Although He seemed to know already that He was the divine Son 
of God (“my Father’s house”—vs. 49), He obeyed the Fourth Commandment about honoring one’s 
parents, willingly submitting to them.  Submitting is often challenging, not only to children with their 
parents but also with a wife to her husband and with employees to their bosses.  The second on-
going action was when Mary “treasured up” (:51) into her heart what she didn’t understand.  It could 
well be translated, “was treasuring.”  She thought about these things often but apparently chose not 
to discuss them with others but just to wonder about them alone.  When some people encounter 
things in the Bible they don’t understand, they try to explain it away rather than to accept it as a 
wonder that is beyond their capability to understand.  You will wonder, too, as you read some of the 
statements Jesus makes in these Gospels.  Treasure them!  The third on-going verb is that Jesus 
“increased” (:52; “kept increasing”—NASB) in three areas: wisdom, stature, and favor.  These 
capacities spanned mental growth, physical growth, spiritual growth (“with God”), and social growth 
(“with… man”).  As we become adults, we stop growing physically but we should have on-going 
growth in the other three areas.  We can grow mentally through reading, grow spiritually through 
reading God’s Word, and grow socially by sharing the good things we learn with others. 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about the word “favor” in vs. 52.  It is a translation of the Greek word charis, 
which is much more often translated “grace” in the New Testament.  How would you define “grace”?  
Many of us would think of it as being “unmerited favor” from God.  We can easily consider our need 
for growth in this kind of grace but how about for Jesus?  Did He ever not merit His Father’s favor?  In 
an earlier statement about Jesus growth, Luke said that “the favor of God was upon him” (2:40).  
Many other versions translate charis in this verse as “grace” instead of “favor.”  Which translation 
would you prefer in that verse?  The word charis really has two meanings but how it is translated in a 
particular verse can have a significantly different theological meaning.  It seems to me that the ESV 
choice of translating charis as “favor” in both verses 40 and 52 is preferred. 
**************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
January 28 — Reading 20 — Matt. 3:1-6; Mark 1:1; Luke 3:1-2 — Beginning Ministry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment: The first verse of Mark really serves as the title for the book.  The “beginning” here is not 
referring to the information at the beginning of Mark’s Gospel but to the whole life and ministry of 
Jesus as the “beginning” of Jesus’ gospel.  In beginning the book of Acts, Luke looked backward to 
refer to his own Gospel account in a similar way as containing “all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
until the day he was taken up” (Acts 1:1-2).  Beginning anticipates continuation and we are still living 
in that continuation phase of Jesus’ gospel.  The word “gospel” means “good news” and in this 
context, it refers to the good news that God sent His Son into the world to provide salvation for 
mankind.  Even the name Jesus means “Jehovah is salvation.”  Mark didn’t cover the birth of Jesus 
because his purpose was focused on the good news about what Jesus did and taught—His ministry.  
So, Mark’s Gospel catches up with the two other accounts of Matthew and Luke in their third 
chapters.  The historian Luke began his third chapter in detail with a who’s-who list of the political 
leaders at the time of the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and the religious leaders of the Jews.  Into this 
distinguished crowd of leaders steps the humble but bold John the Baptist. 
 
Meditation: Think about the significance of the names in Mark 1:1 of this Salvation Bringer.  We have 
already considered the name Jesus but how about “Christ”?  Take a look at how the Apostle John 
describes that word in John 1:41. The word “Messiah” means “anointed.”  In what way does that add 
to the picture of who Christ is?  The third term is “the Son of God.”  Does being “the Son” make Jesus 
somewhat less than God the Father?  Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).  Read the 
following three verses (John 10:31-33) to see how His words were interpreted by those who heard 
Him.  What did they think He meant?  As we read more in these four gospel accounts, remember that 
they are describing a God-in-the-flesh Person. 
************************ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 1 
1 The beginning of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God.[fn]  

 
 
 
 
 
ESV Footnote 
(1:1) Some manuscripts 
omit the Son of God 

Luke 3 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius 
Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 

during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word 
of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 



January 29 — Reading 21 — Matt. 3:1-6; Mark 1:2-6; Luke 3:3-6 — John’s Ministry of Repentance  
 
Matthew 3 
1 In those days John the Baptist 
came preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea, 2 "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand." 3 

For this is he who was spoken of 
by the prophet Isaiah when he 
said,  
 
"The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness:  
'Prepare[fn] the way of the Lord;  
make his paths straight.'"  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Now John wore a garment of 
camel's hair and a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey. 5 

Then Jerusalem and all Judea 
and all the region about the 
Jordan were going out to him, 6 

and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(3:3) Or crying: Prepare in the 
wilderness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment: The primary function of the ministry of John the Baptist was to introduce people to the 
Messiah and to prepare them for His ministry.  How were they to prepare?  By repenting of their sins.  
Two gospel writers say that John was “proclaiming a baptism of repentance” (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3) and 
Matthew quotes John’s actual words: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 3:2).  
What is repentance?  Basically, it is a radical turning from one negative thing toward a positive thing 
in the opposite direction—in this context, a turning from sin to God.  Genuineness must be a part of 
this turning for it to be effective.  It is more than just a general desire to do better; it involves an 

Mark 1 
2 As it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet,[fn]  
"Behold, I send my messenger 
before your face,  
who will prepare your way,  
 
 
 
3 the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness:  
'Prepare[fn] the way of the Lord,  
make his paths straight,'"  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 John appeared, baptizing in 
the wilderness and proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5 And 
all the country of Judea and all 
Jerusalem were going out to 
him and were being baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins.  6 Now 
John was clothed with camel's 
hair and wore a leather belt 
around his waist and ate 
locusts and wild honey. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(1:2) Some manuscripts in the 
prophets 
(1:3) Or crying: Prepare in the 
wilderness 

Luke 3 
3 And he went into all the 
region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is 
written in the book of the 
words of Isaiah the prophet,  
 
"The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness:  
'Prepare the way of the 
Lord,[fn] 
make his paths straight.  
5 Every valley shall be filled,  
and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low,  
and the crooked shall 
become straight,  
and the rough places shall 
become level ways,  
6 and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.'"  
 
ESV Footnote 
(3:4) Or crying, Prepare in the 
wilderness the way of the Lord 



awareness of the desperateness of one’s own condition and the need for divine help.  The 
genuineness of the people submitting to John’s baptism is revealed in that they were “confessing their 
sins” (Matt. 3:6; Mark 1:5).  It is one thing to admit to yourself that you have sinned but quite another 
thing to be willing to confess it to someone else.  Their repentance was authentic.  Have you made 
that radical turn from trying to satisfy your life with sin and choosing to turn to God by surrendering to 
Jesus so that He can do in your life what you cannot do on your own?  When you do, you will be 
spiritually born-again into the kingdom of God and given His Spirit to dwell within you. 
 
John’s introduction ministry was predicted by the prophet Isaiah.  All three gospel writers quote Isaiah 
40:3 from the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament) and Luke adds most of the 
following two verses in Isaiah 40. 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about the aura of John the Baptist as Matthew (3:4-6) and Mark (1:6) describe 
him.  He dressed strangely, wearing a cheap, rough robe made of camel’s hair, and his diet was 
rather limited and disgusting—eating bugs.  How unusual do you think that was in his time?  Did it 
repel people?  Is that the kind of image that one would expect from a religious “salesman”?  What 
would be the reaction in your church if the pastor started dressing like a homeless man on Sunday?  
Actually, John’s wardrobe was just like Elijah’s: “He wore a garment of hair, with a belt of leather 
about his waist” (2 Kings 1:8).  Zechariah implied that “a hairy cloak” (13:4) was the normal garment 
of a prophet.  John’s attraction was his powerful message, not his dress or his diet.  Is your ministry to 
others held back by insecurities of how repulsive or pious you think you appear to them?  It is God’s 
Word that is powerful, not our appearance.  Proclaim on! 
************************ 
 
January 30 — Reading 22 — Matt. 3:7-10; Luke 3:7-9 — Fruit of Repentance  
 
Matthew 3 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to 
them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in 
keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume 
to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our 
father,' for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10 

Even now the axe is laid to the root of the 
trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 
Comment: John the Baptist openly confronted people about their attitudes and their sin.  The 
Pharisees and Sadducees were representatives of those who thought they were okay as they were, 
not needing to change.  They thought that since they were descendants of Abraham, the origin of 
God’s chosen people, that gave them a ticket to heaven.  But John warned them that ancestry was 
not enough.  Just like today, we are not bound for heaven just because our parents or grandparents 
were devout people.  We don’t get to heaven by our human connections.  What is needed?  
Repentance—turning away from sin and turning to God in obedience.  As we saw before, we also see 
here, that repentance must be genuine.  It is a tree that must bear good fruit.  This is not self-
generated fruit to try to make ourselves look better.  We don’t get to heaven by our human efforts.  
The fruit of repentance is fruit that is produced naturally by the tree.  That tree is God in His power to 
change lives.  If we have genuinely repented, it will be evident by the kind of life we live. 
*************************** 
 

Luke 3 
7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out 
to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We 
have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up 
children for Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is 
laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire."  



January 31 — Reading 23 — Luke 3:10-14 — Practical Fruit  
 
Luke 3 
10 And the crowds asked him, "What then shall we do?" 11 And he answered them, "Whoever has two 
tunics[fn] is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise." 12 Tax collectors 
also came to be baptized and said to him, "Teacher, what shall we do?" 13 And he said to them, 
"Collect no more than you are authorized to do." 14 Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what shall we 
do?" And he said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and 
be content with your wages."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(3:11) Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin 

 
Comment: Although Matthew and Luke recorded almost identical descriptions of John’s message, 
only Luke tells us the people’s response regarding what the good fruit of repentance would look like.  
Three groups of people asked him, “What shall we do?”  John gave them all very practical advice.  To 
the general crowd, he said that they should share the extra things they had and give to people who 
have none.  Do you know of someone who lacks some necessary thing that you have too much of?  
A truly repentant heart will want to give it to them.  The second group was the tax collectors who were 
looked down upon by the Jewish public as political traitors and financial cheaters, overcharging 
people to benefit themselves.  People who live for God do not take advantage of others.  Do you 
maintain impeccable integrity in your financial dealings?  The last group, the soldiers, often took 
advantage of others by force.  John told them not only to stop doing that but that they should “be 
content with your wages.”  We should not only live within our means but we should be content with 
what we have.  If we are not content with what we have, we won’t be content with what we want. 
 


