
Week 4 
 
January 20 — Reading 14 — Matthew 2:1-12 — The Star 
 
Matthew 2 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men[fn] from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, "Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose[fn] and have come to 
worship him." 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 
written by the prophet:  
 
6     "'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
          are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  
       for from you shall come a ruler  
          who will shepherd my people Israel.'"  
 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 
the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 
come and worship him." 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, 
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the 
place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 
great joy. 11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they 
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they departed to their own country by another way.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(2:1) Greek magi; also verses 7, 16 
(2:2) Or in the east; also verse 9 

 
Comment: What kind of star was this that the wisemen (magi) saw?  Our text actually 
has a lot to say about it.  It was first seen by the magi “from the east” (2:1) and they 
spoke about seeing it “when it rose” (:2).  Those two phrases are identical in Greek, 
coming from a word meaning “to rise.”  When it is used with reference to the sun, it is 
normally translated “east,” the direction from which the sun rises.  Did this “star” rise 
from the east like the sun does?  If so, it may have been an apparent “new star” out of 
place in a constellation familiar to those who sought for spiritual significance and 
direction from such celestial abnormalities.  The wisemen applied significance to its 
appearance: It represented the birth of a “king of the Jews” (:2) and that king was to be 
worshiped (“…come to worship him”—vs. 2).  Many people have tried to find a natural 
way to explain what the magi saw but it was supernaturally produced by God to alert 
them and finally to guide them.  When they got to Jerusalem, the headquarters of the 
Jewish people, the star was no longer providing direction for them because they asked, 
“Where is he…?” (:2).  It was only after being interviewed by Herod the Great and sent 



to Bethlehem that the star reappeared.  This time, it was moving (“went before them”—
vs. 9) not east to west with the other stars but north to southwest, the direction from 
Jerusalem to Bethlehem.  Then it stopped moving and “came to rest” (:9) over the 
house where Jesus was.  Not a normal star!  There are many divine fingerprints in this 
story—God miraculously orchestrating His plan.  He ended it with a supernatural dream 
to warn the wisemen not to return to Herod—God in control with a master plan! 
 
Meditation: Think about the spiritual condition of the people in Jerusalem at that time.  
The magi entered the city and began to ask the question, “Where is he who has been 
born king of the Jews?” (:1).  Who answered their question about this king that was 
worthy of worship?  Nobody!  They asked enough people so that the news finally got to 
Herod and “all Jerusalem” (:3) was troubled along with him.  It wasn’t until Herod 
gathered the chief priests and scribes (:4) that the Bethlehem birthplace of the long-
expected Messiah was brought to light.  It had been announced by the prophet Micah 
(5:2) over 730 years earlier, long after King David was born there, before 1000 B.C.  
Why did only the religious “professionals” know this?  It seems that the general religious 
person in the first century was as unfamiliar with the Scriptures as many Christians are 
today.  Your reading of the Bible daily is implanting information as well as insight that 
will not only benefit you but will provide answers to questions from people who are also 
searching for Jesus. 
***************************** 
 
January 21 — Reading 15 — Matthew 2:13-18 — Flight by Night 
 
Matthew 2 
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." 14 And he 
rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained 
there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet, "Out of Egypt I called my son."  
 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise 
men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:  
 
18   "A voice was heard in Ramah,  
          weeping and loud lamentation,  
       Rachel weeping for her children;  
          she refused to be comforted, because they are no more."  
 
Comment: God used both natural and supernatural means for protecting Jesus.  God 
sent the angel to warn Joseph but the family had the responsibility to flee.  Joseph was 
immediately obedient:  The angel said “Rise …” (:13) and “… he rose” (:14) that same 
night.  When we are confronted by a command in Scripture that we just notice or the 



Holy Spirit convicts us about, do we respond immediately?  Do we decide how to put it 
into practice now or do we file it away in our memory bank as something that we ought 
to do later?  The lives of that important family were at stake.  There was no time for 
contemplation or planning; they needed to act on it right away. 
 
How old was Jesus at this time?  If the wise men noticed the special star at the same 
time that Jesus was born (2:2), He could have been several months old by the time they 
arrived.  (Almost 500 years earlier, it took the group traveling with Ezra four months to 
go from Babylon to Jerusalem.)  By the time the wise men arrived, Jesus’ family was in 
“the house” (2:11) and perhaps didn’t even plan to return to Nazareth and face the 
ridicule of Mary’s early pregnancy.  The fact that Herod’s order to kill all the male babies 
“who were two years old or under” (:16) suggests that Jesus was still an infant since 
Herod certainly would have provided an “overkill” allowance in the two years. 
 
Meditation: Why flee to Egypt?  Because the now-registered family’s residence in 
Nazareth would have been a matter of public record, it wouldn’t make sense to flee to 
that easily-found place.  Who was “my son” in the context of Matthew’s quote from 
Hosea 11:1?  How did Israel get to Egypt originally and what similarity can you see 
between Joseph’s brothers’ plans and Herod’s evil plan?  Think about it. 
*************************** 
 
January 22 — Reading 16 — Matthew 2:19-23 — The Nazarene 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 2 
19 But when Herod died, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, "Rise, 
take the child and his mother and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who sought 
the child's life are dead." 21 And he rose 
and took the child and his mother and 
went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he 
heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there, and being 
warned in a dream he withdrew to the 
district of Galilee. 23 And he went and 
lived in a city called Nazareth, so that 
what was spoken by the prophets might 
be fulfilled, that he would be called a 
Nazarene. 
 

Luke 2 
39 And when they had 
performed everything according 
to the Law of the Lord,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
they returned into Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth.  



Comment: As can be seen from the parallel columns, Luke recorded nothing about the 
family’s flight to Egypt but related only that following Jesus’ dedication at the temple, 
they returned to Nazareth.  Mark and John were also silent about that time spent in 
Egypt.  Jesus was raised in Nazareth for a reason—God’s reason.  It was “so that … he 
would be called a Nazarene” (Matt. 2:23).  Why would God want Jesus to be called a 
Nazarene?  It might be because of its insignificance.  Like Jesus’ first night on earth was 
spent in an insignificant manger, so He would be raised in an insignificant town.  When 
Philip first told Nathanael that he had found the Messiah of whom “the prophets wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth” (John 1:45), Nathanael exclaimed in shocked disbelief, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” (:46).  Those who knew the Scriptures, knew that 
the promised Messiah would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).  Most people, especially 
Jesus’ opponents, assumed that since He was raised in Nazareth, He was also born 
there.  Being known as a Nazarene, then, would provide a reasonable excuse for 
people to reject Him.  Jesus’ ministry would be shunned by many just because He was 
a Nazarene.  Isn’t it interesting that God sometimes seems to provide a basis for people 
who do not want to believe?  As being a Nazarene was a stumbling block for Jesus’ 
audiences, later His death on the cross would prove to be “a stumbling block to Jews 
and folly to Gentiles” (1 Cor. 1:23).  More and more in our modern culture, even being a 
Christian is a stumbling block to others.  Are you willing to be considered insignificant 
and ignorant because you are a Christian? 
 
Meditation: Notice the interaction of God in guiding Joseph in Matthew’s account.  God 
sent an angel to appear to him in a dream to inform him of the death of Herod and tell 
him to return.  God did not tell him what specific place to go to but only “go to the land of 
Israel” (Matt. 2:21).  The location was left open for Joseph to choose.  Perhaps they 
considered going back to Bethlehem, near Jerusalem, where Joseph might have 
thought to be a proper place for the Messiah to be raised.  However, events happening 
in Jerusalem disturbed him.  The Jewish historian Josephus wrote that Herod’s son 
Archelaus killed 3,000 Jews around the temple area because they sympathized with 
those who tore down an idol erected by Herod at the temple gate.  Joseph was afraid so 
God stepped in again through a dream to warn him about the danger (:22).  The text 
doesn’t say that the dream included where they ought to go but they ended up in 
Nazareth.  God also allows our own desires and fears to help us make decisions about 
what to do but if we head in a direction that He knows is not good for us, He may direct 
us by other means to fit into His larger plan. 
*************************  
 
January 23 — Reading 17 — Luke 2:40 — Growing Up 
 
Luke 2 
40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 
upon him.  
 
Comment: In one sense, Jesus grew up like any child but He was not the normal child.  
Like John the Baptist, Jesus had the Holy Spirit dwelling in Him from the womb (Luke 
1:15) but unlike John, Jesus was not a sinner.  His intellectual and spiritual growth was 



not hampered by sin or the results of sin; it was perfect.  You probably remember 
children or young people from your school days that seemed to learn without effort.  
Everything they heard or read, they remembered.  They were gifted with a great mind.  
Jesus was even more gifted; He was perfect.  Earlier, we read a very similar statement 
about John’s growth in that “the child grew and became strong in spirit” (John 1:80) but 
Jesus’ growth was far beyond that of John’s.   
 
Luke mentions Jesus’ growth in strength and wisdom but says nothing about a 
development of miraculous powers.  On the other hand, the second-century apocryphal 
book, the “Infancy Gospel of Thomas,” imagines several miraculous acts of a young 
Jesus, like killing another child who bumped into him and blinding the child’s parents for 
objecting.  Another example is referred to in the Islamic Qur’an: “Allah saith: O Jesus, 
son of Mary!  Remember My favour unto thee … and how thou didst shape of clay as it 
were the likeness of a bird by my permission, and didst blow upon it and it was a bird…” 
(5:110).  The Bible mentions nothing of Jesus miraculous abilities until He changed the 
water into wine at Cana (John 2:11) because as Jesus said, “My hour has not yet come” 
(:4). 
 
Meditation: How is your growth progress?  You are being “filled with wisdom” as you 
expose yourself to God’s Word daily and meditate on it.  You may not be a child 
anymore but mental and spiritual growth is not limited to the physical-growth window of 
childhood and teenage years.  God gave us minds capable of continuing to learn even 
into our senior years.  Fill your mind!  Stretch it!  Think about how Jesus grew in 
wisdom.  He was “filled with wisdom” from the Father.  Did it come instantaneously or 
gradually?  The two Greek verbs translated “grew … became strong” here in the ESV 
are in the imperfect tense, which indicates continuous past action.  The NASB 
translation catches this ceaseless sense: “The Child continued to grow and become 
strong, increasing in wisdom…”  Let’s keep growing, too!  
*************************  
 
January 24 — Reading 18 — Luke 2:41-50 — Pre-teen Questions 
 
Luke 2 
41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast 
was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His 
parents did not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day's 
journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 
45 and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After 
three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them 
and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. 48 And when his parents [fn] saw him, they were astonished. And his 
mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have 
been searching for you in great distress." 49 And he said to them, "Why were you looking 
for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" [fn] 50 And they did not 
understand the saying that he spoke to them. 



 
ESV Footnotes 
(2:48) Greek they 
(2:49) Or about my Father’s business 

 
Comment: Jesus wasn’t even a teenager yet and His parents were having problems 
with Him!  They were not the typical problems of rebellion, however, because Jesus was 
without sin.  There are many questions raised in this short passage.  First, after 
spending seven days in Jerusalem for Passover and the connected Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, the family left without knowing that Jesus did not accompany them 
(:43).  How was that possible?  They were traveling in a large group, probably the same 
people that traveled with them from Galilee the week before.  The older children likely 
stuck together in their own groups as they walked, which was why Jesus was not 
missed during that first day of travel for probably over 15 miles (24 km).  The next 
morning, Joseph and Mary took the one-day trip back to Jerusalem and spent another 
whole day searching before they found Jesus in the temple (:46).  There were more 
questions involved while He was in that place: Jesus had been sitting with the rabbis 
“asking them questions” (:46).  They “were amazed at his understanding” (:47) because 
they began asking Him questions and listening to His unusually insightful responses.  
This was no ordinary pre-teen!  When His parents discovered Him, there were more 
questions — “Why?” questions.  Mary asked, “Why have you treated us so?” (:48).  
They were understandably upset about having “lost” their young son and implied that it 
was Jesus’ fault.  There remain many questions in our own minds.  Why didn’t Jesus 
leave with the family?  Where did He sleep the previous two nights?  But the text 
doesn’t answer them for us.  Jesus responded to His parents with a question of His 
own: “Why were you looking for me?”  He implied that the first place they should have 
looked for Him was in the temple.  The passage ends with another question in the 
minds of Jesus’ parents: “… they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them” 
(:50).  This incredible boy amazed professional teachers and puzzled His parents. 
 
Meditation: Think about Jesus’ response to Mary and Joseph: “Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s house?” (:49).  What does “must” say about His life values, even 
this early in his life?  What did Gabriel tell Mary about Jesus that should have pointed to 
those values? (Read Luke 1:32, 33, 35.) Also think about the significance of Jesus’ 
referring to the temple as “my Father’s house.”  He wasn’t referring to Joseph here.  
Does this show that Jesus was already aware that He was the Son of God?  Had Mary 
told Him? 
 


