
Readings 009 - 013 
 
January 13 — Reading 9 — Matthew 1:18-25a — Joseph’s Dilemma 
 
Matthew 1 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ[fn] took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed[fn] to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, 
do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife 25a but knew her not until she 
had given birth to a son … 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(1:18) Some manuscripts of the Christ 
(1:18) That is, legally pledged to be married 

 
Comment: As we saw earlier, Elizabeth’s initial greeting to Mary’s visit (“blessed is the 
fruit of your womb!”—Luke 1:42) suggests that Mary was already pregnant at that time.  
Since Mary stayed there for “about three months” (Luke 1:56), she would soon be 
showing signs of pregnancy after returning to Nazareth.  So, “she was found to be with 
child” (Matt. 1:18).  Joseph faced a dilemma.  He could “put her to shame” (:19) by 
charging her with adultery or since they were legally married (cf. “husband” in vs. 19), 
he could have divorced her and let her bear the consequences.  This is where God 
stepped in by sending an angel to impact Joseph through a realistic and directive 
dream.  He was told that Mary had not committed adultery, that he should not divorce 
her, and that the child’s name was to be “Jesus,” the same name Gabriel gave to Mary 
(Luke 1:31).  The angel backed up his announced miracle by quoting from the prophecy 
of Isaiah regarding the virgin birth (Isa. 7:14).  Joseph responded in obedience by 
bringing Mary to his house to complete the marriage according to Jewish custom.  What 
do you do when you face a confusing and challenging dilemma in life?  Today, we have 
an advantage over Joseph in that we have the wealth of Scripture to guide us in the way 
we should go.  It has much to say about getting married, staying married, raising a 
family, and generally living a godly life. 
*********************** 
 
January 14 — Reading 10 — Luke 2:1-7 — Humble Beginning  
 
Luke 2 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration when[fn] Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And 
all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 



from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed,[fn] who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to 
give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(2:2) Or This was the registration before 
(2:5) That is, one legally pledged to be married 

 
Comment: The manger scene that has become so central to the modern celebration of 
Christmas comes from a single verse: “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn.” (1:7).  Although both Joseph and Mary were descendants of David 
(cf. Matt. 1:6 and Luke 3:31), they apparently had no known hospitable relatives living in 
Bethlehem, which forced them to seek lodging in a traveler’s inn.  Because of the crowd 
coming for the census, however, the inns were full and Joseph and Mary had to settle 
for sleeping in the inn’s stable area for animals, using their feeding trough for Jesus’ 
crib.  Were those conditions the best God could do for bringing His Son into the world?  
After all, God had arranged for the Roman Empire to begin a census-taxing system in 
order to get Joseph and Mary to make a four-day trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem in 
order to fulfill the birthplace prophecy in Micah 5:2 for the coming “ruler in Israel.”  Yes, 
God could have arranged for Jesus to be born in a palace but He purposely chose 
these humble circumstances to emphasize the drastic difference between what man 
considers to be important and what God regards as grand.  To God, character is more 
important than circumstances, even today.  As Paul wrote, “God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong” (1 Cor. 1:27). 
 
Meditation: Let’s think for a few minutes about the comparison between the “first 
registration” (1:2) and the “firstborn son” (:7).  This Roman registration was the 
beginning of the concept of census-taking—a first in history as far as we know.  The 
“firstborn son” in that manger was also the beginning of a new concept.  This baby was 
“the firstborn of all creation” (Col. 1:15), not as a created one but as the One who 
created—the prime-mover of creation.  In His later first-ever resurrection, He was “the 
firstborn from the dead” (Col. 1:18) to pave the way for our own future resurrection.  For 
those who would come to Him, He is “the firstborn among many brothers” (Rom. 8:29) 
who form “the assembly [or church] of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven” (Heb. 
12:23).  Reflect on the impact that baby in the manger has made on you, the Church, 
and the world. 
*************************** 
 
January 15 — Reading 11— Luke 2:8-20 — The Saying 
 
Luke 2 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, 



“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 
  
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” [fn] 
  
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what 
the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 
her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(2:14) Some manuscripts peace, good will among men 

 
Comment: When the shepherds arrived at the manger scene, “they made known the 
saying” (2:17) they had heard from the angel.  The saying contained three main parts, 
the first of which was the “good news” (:10).  The second part was the birth of a baby.  
The third part was about the identity and mission of that infant.  His mission was to be “a 
Savior” (:11).  The term “Savior” means so much to us but may not have been too clear 
to the shepherds.  What did they need to be saved from?  The Roman domination of 
their country and people?  When the saying was relayed to Mary and Joseph, however, 
it would have had a deeper meaning.  The third part of the saying contained the identity 
of this child: “… who is Christ the Lord” (:11).  This baby was the long-awaited Messiah 
(“Christ”) who had been promised by prophets from God centuries earlier.  He was not 
only the Savior and the Christ but He was also “the Lord,” which spoken in Hebrew 
would be YHWH (Yahweh), rendered “the LORD” throughout the Old Testament.  This 
baby was God!  When we see manger scenes with the infant Jesus, we comprehend 
what He would do as an adult.  When the shepherds looked at that baby, that future 
was much less clear to them.  It is not surprising that when they told others about the 
message from the angels, “all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them” 
(:18). 
 
Meditation: After delivering the saying to the shepherds, the multitude of accompanying 
angels were “praising God” (Luke 2:13).  After delivering the saying to Mary and 
Joseph, the shepherds were “praising God” (:20) as well.  One’s response to the 
privilege of delivering God’s message of salvation should be one of praise to Him, the 
giver of all good things.  Read through this short passage again and see how many 
parts of it deserve your praise to God.  Then praise Him! 
************************ 
 



January 16 — Reading 12 — Matt. 1:25b; Luke 2:21 — The Name of Jesus 
 
 
 
 
Matt. 1 
25b … And he called his name Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
Comment: When Gabriel appeared to Mary, she was told to name her baby “Jesus” 
(Luke 1:31), in Hebrew Yeshua, which means “the Lord is salvation.”  When Joseph 
was told to name Mary’s child Jesus, Gabriel explained the significance of that name: 
“… for he will save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21).  Jesus is a Savior from sins.  
The expression, “the name of Jesus” appears eleven times in the New Testament.  It is 
a very significant name, one with power.  In Peter’s first sermon on the Day of 
Pentecost, he declared that “forgiveness of your sins” came through that name (Acts 
2:38) and people were baptized “in the name of Jesus” (Acts 8:12; 10:48).  It was “in the 
name of Jesus” that Peter and John healed the lame man at the temple gate (Acts 3:6, 
4:10).  In that name, Paul commanded the demon to come out of the slave girl at 
Philippi (Acts 16:18).  Paul, who was formerly “opposing the name of Jesus” (Acts 26:9), 
later “preached boldly in the name of Jesus” (Acts 9:27).  The Jewish leaders were 
fearful of that name and twice ordered the apostles “not to speak in the name of Jesus” 
(Acts 5:40; cf. 4:18).  At the end, even for those who have opposed God’s Gift to 
mankind, “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow” (Phil. 2:10). 
************************** 
 
January 17 — Reading 13 — Luke 2:22-38 — Roles of Jesus 
 
Luke 2 
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, "Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord") 24 and 
to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves, 
or two young pigeons." 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the 
Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and 
said, 29 "Lord, now you are letting your servant [fn] depart in peace, according to your 
word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel." 
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is appointed for the fall 

Luke 2 
21 And at the end of eight days, 
when he was circumcised,  
he was called Jesus,  
the name given by the angel 
before he was conceived in the 
womb. 



and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed." 36 

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was 
a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.[fn] She did not depart from the 
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very 
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for 
the redemption of Jerusalem.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(2:29) Greek bondservant 
(2:37) Or as a widow for eighty-four years 

 
Comment: The focus in this passage is usually placed on the two elderly people who 
were led by God to pay special attention to the baby Jesus but I see a great focus on 
the role of Jesus here as well.  Simeon referred to Him as “the consolation of Israel” 
(2:25).  Part of Jesus’ role would be to console (or bring comfort) to God’s people.  The 
root Greek word for “consolation” here, is the word used for the Holy Spirit as “the 
Comforter” (John 14:26 KJV).  Jesus would bring comfort to Israel’s people through the 
Spirit dwelling in the hearts of those who would believe.  Another role of Jesus would be 
to bring about “the redemption of Jerusalem” (Lk. 2:38).  To redeem is to purchase, 
which Jesus paid for at the cost of His blood in order to provide “salvation” (:30) for us.  
In addition to His role of providing “glory to your people Israel” (:32), He would also be 
“a light for revelation to the Gentiles” (:32).  So, Jesus’ roles of redeeming and 
comforting extend not only to God’s special people of Israel but also those He has 
chosen from among us Gentiles who have seen His light and followed it. 
 
Meditation: Think about this: What was the life-focus of the two people in this story who 
were nearing the end of their lives?  Someone sent me an email recently with an article 
called, “Between 65 and Death,” which contained a list of about 20 things elderly people 
should be concentrating on.  Most of them were self-pleasing activities and none of 
them reflected the kinds of things Simeon and Anna were doing in their latter days.  
Simeon “was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel” (Lk. 2:25).  He 
was in the temple praising God and blessing people.  Anna was “worshiping and 
fasting” and praying in the temple continuously (:37).  What is your life-focus?  Is it 
accumulating or giving?  Is it worrying or praying?  Is it harping or helping?  It is never 
too early in life to concentrate on living to please God. 
 


