
 
January 6 — Reading 4 — Luke 1:5-25 — Birth Announcement of John the Baptist 
 
Luke 1:5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah[fn], of 
the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name 
was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth 
was barren, and both were advanced in years.  
 
8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9 

according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of 
the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying 
outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord 
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when 
he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will 
rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or 
strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 

And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go 
before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a 
people prepared."  
 
18 And Zechariah said to the angel, "How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is advanced in years." 19 And the angel answered him, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the 
presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 

And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take 
place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time." 21 And 
the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the 
temple. 22 And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized 
that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and 
remained mute. 23 And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.  
 
24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself 
hidden, saying, 25 "Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to 
take away my reproach among people."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(1:5) Greek Zacharias 

 
Both Zechariah and Elizabeth were “righteous before God, walking blamelessly…” (:6) 
but they were not perfect.  Zechariah was lacking in faith.  When Gabriel gave him the 
good news of a promised son, Zechariah asked, “How…?” because of the advanced 
ages of him and his wife (:18).  Gabriel rebuked him, “because [he] did not believe my 
words” (:20).  Although Zechariah showed that he did not believe because of the 
circumstances that looked impossible, it seems that he had believed in the past.  



Gabriel’s initial statement to Zechariah was, “your prayer has been heard, and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son” (:13).  He had been praying when he was younger that 
they would have children but as they grew older, he apparently stopped asking because 
of the “impossible” circumstance of their ages.  When we pray, are we asking only for 
what seems possible?  Do we stop asking for healing when the doctor announces that 
the disease is terminal?  Do we give up praying for the salvation of a long-lost and 
defiant family member or friend?  As we will see in our next reading, “…nothing will be 
impossible with God” (Luke 1:37).  We need to make sure that faith does not leak out in 
our righteous and blameless walk with the Lord. 
******************** 
 
January 7 — Reading 5 — Luke 1:26-38 — Birth Announcement of Jesus 
 
Luke 1 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed[fn] to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!"[fn] 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, "Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end."  
 
34 And Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?"[fn]  
 
35 And the angel answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[fn] will be called holy—
the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived 
a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be 
impossible with God." 38 And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant[fn] of the Lord; let it be 
to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(1:27) That is, legally pledged to be married 
(1:28) Some manuscripts add Blessed are you among women! 
(1:34) Greek since I do not know a man 
(1:35) Some manuscripts add of you 
(1:38) Greek bondservant; also verse 48 

 
There are quite a few significant similarities between the angel’s announcements of 
John’s birth and Jesus’ birth.  In both cases, the angel was Gabriel (1:19, 26) who was 
sent to one of the parents of the promised child.  Both Zechariah and Mary were 
“troubled” (:12, 29) by Gabriel and were told, “Do not be afraid” (:13, 30).  Both parents 
were told what to name their sons (:13, 31).  Gabriel said of both sons, “he will be great” 
(:15, 32).  John would be great because “he will be filled with the Holy Spirit … And he 



will turn many … to the Lord” (:15-16) and Jesus’ greatness would come from His 
position as “the Son of the Most High” (:32, cf. 35) and the eternally-reigning King (:33).  
Another similarity in the two stories is that both had a question about how the promise of 
the birth of the son was going to happen.  Both asked Gabriel, “How …?” (:18, 34).  
Zechariah wanted to know how the obstacle of old age was going to be overcome and 
Mary was confused about the hurdle of being a virgin.  There was a huge difference, 
however, between what was behind their questions.  As we saw in our last reading, 
Zechariah didn’t believe the promise but Mary did believe.  On the surface, they looked 
exactly the same: both questioned how their seemingly impossible circumstances could 
be overcome.  This should remind us of the importance of the condition of one’s heart.  
We may see two people who hear the same gospel message and seem to respond in 
the same way but one’s life is changed and the other’s is not.  God looks at the heart 
while man looks only at one’s outward appearance (1 Sam. 16:7).  This should also 
warn us that it is futile to try to fool God with what we tell Him.  He knows what we really 
believe. 
************************ 
 
January 8 — Reading 6 — Luke 1:39-45 — Mary Visits Elizabeth 
 
Luke 1 
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 
40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth 
heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to 
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that 
there would be[fn] a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(1:45) Or believed, for there will be  

 
After the prophecies of Malachi in 430 B.C., there was introduced “the 400 silent years” 
with no word from God to His people.  Now, God began to speak to them again, first 
through Gabriel to Zechariah and then to Mary.  Gabriel had told Mary about Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy and so she “went with haste” (1:39) to visit her.  A miracle had happened to 
her relative and she wanted to be a part of it.  When we see evidence of God working, 
we want to be involved as well.  Several unusual things happened at Mary’s greeting: 
the unborn John the Baptist leaped in Elizabeth’s womb (:41) and “Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit” (:41), a phenomenon quite unique to New Testament times.  Earlier, 
we read that John would “be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb” 
(1:15), which also shows that the fetus was a real person!  Perhaps this event 
happened at the same time for both John and his mother.  We will read later that 
Zechariah would also be filled with the Spirit (1:67)—the first Spirit-filled family!  
Elizabeth’s filling resulted in her uttering a prophecy.  She suddenly and supernaturally 
knew and exclaimed that unmarried Mary was apparently already pregnant: “blessed is 
the fruit of your womb!” (:42).  She also knew something about the divine nature of 



Mary’s baby, calling her “the mother of my Lord” (:43).  The miracle Mary came to see 
was suddenly expanded to include her and her own baby!  Then Elizabeth 
congratulated Mary with a promise: “blessed is she who believed…” (:45).  The same 
promise applies to us as well: We are blessed when we believe.  When you read God’s 
promises to you, believe them and act on them!  You will be blessed. 
****************************** 
 
January 9 — Reading 7 — Luke 1:46-56 — Mary’s Magnificat 
 
Luke 1 
46 And Mary said,  
       "My soul magnifies the Lord,  
47      and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48   for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.  
          For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
49   for he who is mighty has done great things for me,  
          and holy is his name.  
50   And his mercy is for those who fear him  
          from generation to generation.  
51   He has shown strength with his arm;  
          he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;  
52   he has brought down the mighty from their thrones  
          and exalted those of humble estate;  
53   he has filled the hungry with good things,  
          and the rich he has sent away empty.  
54   He has helped his servant Israel,  
          in remembrance of his mercy,  
55   as he spoke to our fathers,  
          to Abraham and to his offspring forever."  
 
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.  
 
The title “Magnificat,” Latin for “magnifies,” is the first word in the Latin translation of this 
passage.  This is a beautiful poetic hymn of praise to God, elevating Him above all else.  
Just before this, Elizabeth had twice praised Mary, calling her “blessed” (1:42, 45) but 
Mary turned that praise heavenward.  That is a good practice for us to remember—
turning people’s praise of us toward God, whether we do it verbally or inwardly.  
Whatever good people see in us is a result of God’s work in our lives to make us more 
like Jesus.  Mary praised God twice for who He is: “my Savior” (:47), acknowledging that 
she was a sinner needing a savior, and “holy” (:49), seeing God as totally set apart from 
our sin.  Then Mary praised God ten times for what He did in relation to mankind, 
depending on their response to Him.  Humility is emphasized in this hymn of praise and 
the “humble estate” of Mary (:48) and others (:52) is contrasted with those who are 
proud (:51), mighty (:52), and rich (:53).  As humble as Mary was, yet she said, “from 
now on all generations will call me blessed” (:48).  Is that pride?  No, I think it was 
simply a prophetic recognition that for all time she would be honored because she was 



chosen to give birth to the God-man, Jesus.  We honor Mary but we don’t worship her; 
even angels refuse man’s worship (Rev. 22:8-9). 
*************************** 
 
January 10 — Reading 8 — Luke 1:57-80 — Zechariah’s Prophecy 
 
Luke 1 
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 And her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they 
rejoiced with her. 59 And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they 
would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60 but his mother answered, "No; he 
shall be called John." 61 And they said to her, "None of your relatives is called by this 
name." 62 And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 
63 And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, "His name is John." And they all 
wondered. 64 And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were 
talked about through all the hill country of Judea, 66 and all who heard them laid them up 
in their hearts, saying, "What then will this child be?" For the hand of the Lord was with 
him.  
 
67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,  
 
68   "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,  
          for he has visited and redeemed his people  
69   and has raised up a horn of salvation for us  
          in the house of his servant David,  
70   as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  
71   that we should be saved from our enemies  
          and from the hand of all who hate us;  
72   to show the mercy promised to our fathers  
          and to remember his holy covenant,  
73   the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us  
74      that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,  
       might serve him without fear,  
75      in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  
76   And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;  
          for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,  
77   to give knowledge of salvation to his people  
          in the forgiveness of their sins,  
78   because of the tender mercy of our God,  
          whereby the sunrise shall visit us[fn] from on high  
79   to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,  
          to guide our feet into the way of peace."  
 
80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the 
day of his public appearance to Israel. 



 
ESV Footnote 
(1:78) Or when the sunrise shall dawn upon us; some manuscripts since the sunrise has visited us 

 
There were several things that got my attention in this passage for today.  One was that 
Elizabeth and Zechariah did not cave in to the peer pressure of people around them 
regarding the name of their son.  Gabriel had told them that the baby’s name would be 
John (Luke 1:13) and after seeing the promised miracle of a child being born to elderly 
parents, they were not about to give in to the opinions of others.  Elizabeth responded 
strongly to their pressure with, “No; he shall be called John” (1:60) and Zechariah was 
just as firm as he wrote, “His name is John” (1:63).  We also have worldly people 
around us applying pressure to live by their standards instead of by what God clearly 
said in His Word.  Be firm! 
 
The second thing that impressed me was that at the end of Zechariah’s prophecy, he 
spoke to this eight-day-old child, predicting who he would be (“the prophet of the Most 
High”—1:76) and what two main things he would do.  First, he would prepare the way 
for the Lord, whose coming and purpose was earlier predicted by Isaiah (40:3) and 
Malachi (3:1-3) and later confirmed by Jesus (Matt. 11:10).  John’s second purpose was 
“to give knowledge of salvation” to people (Luke 1:77).  These same two purposes apply 
to us as well: We are to prepare the way of the Lord by sharing the knowledge of 
salvation to others.  We are to expose people to the message of salvation in preparation 
for God to do His work in their hearts in drawing them to faith and surrender.  Zechariah 
described this work of God as being, “to give light to those who sit in darkness” (:79). 
 
Meditation: Read verse 64 several times and then focus on the word “immediately.”  
Why is that word significant in the context of what just preceded it?  Why didn’t God 
open Zechariah’s mouth eight days earlier at the birth of John?  After all, Gabriel had 
said that the muteness would last “until the day that these things take place” (Luke 
1:20).  Then think about what happened “immediately” after his mouth was opened.  
What do these things suggest to you about obedience and responding to God? 
 


