
Gospel Harmony Comments 
(Following formats by Albert Wieand and A. T. Robertson) 

The text from the ESV (English Standard Version) is used for this study. 
 
 
 
 
January 3 — Reading 1 — Luke 1:1-4 — Gospel Sources 
 
Luke 1:1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been 
accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of 
the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for 
some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have 
certainty concerning the things you have been taught. 
 
Mark was apparently the first of the four Gospel writers to summarize the life of Christ.  Both Matthew 
and Luke seem to have had Mark’s Gospel as a resource for their gospel accounts.  Luke’s 
introduction shows that it was a research project, likely sponsored by Theophilus, in which he drew 
upon several resources and personal interviews with eye witnesses.  Luke was a well-educated 
Gentile physician (Col. 4:14) who also traveled with the Apostle Paul and wrote the book of Acts to 
record much of his ministry experiences.   
 
Although he said that “many have undertaken to compile a narrative …,” only four of them have been 
preserved and considered by the Church as being inspired.  Paul stated, “All Scripture is breathed out 
[inspired] by God …” (2 Tim. 3:16) and Peter added that “no prophecy of Scripture comes from 
someone’s own interpretation” (2 Pet. 1:20).  As we read through these Gospels, we can be assured 
that they are words given to us by God.  Luke’s careful investigative report takes nothing away from 
God’s ability to cause to be written exactly what He wanted us to read over 2000 years later.  As we 
will see, the writers often describe the same events in different ways but they are not contradictory.  
When we see an apparent discrepancy in comparing them, we will discuss possible explanations that 
could resolve differences. 
 
Meditation: Please take a few minutes to think about this expression: “…that you may have certainty 
concerning the things you have been taught” (vs. 4).  Let’s focus on one word.  What is the purpose 
of the word “that” (“so that” in the NIV and NASB)?  It introduces a result.  The result here is having 
“certainty” concerning the teaching of God’s Word.  What provides the certainty?  That answer is 
contained in what precedes it in vs. 3: Luke’s written “orderly account” of Jesus’ life and ministry.  As 
we read the written record God provided through the writers of the Bible, it builds certainty in our 
minds and hearts about the truth of God’s Word. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 2 — Reading 2 — John 1:1-18 — The Word of the Gospel 
 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life,[fn] and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light.  
 
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own,[fn] and his 
own people[fn] did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God.  
 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, "This was 
he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.'") 16 For 
from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.[fn] 17 For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,[fn] who is at 
the Father's side,[fn] he has made him known.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(1:4) Or was not any thing made. That which has been made was life in him 
(1:11) Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to his own people 
(1:11) People is implied in Greek 
(1:16) Or grace in place of grace 
(1:18) Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only Son 
(1:18) Greek in the bosom of the Father 

 
This prologue of the Apostle John reaches back to the beginning, before anything was made (:3).  
This divine Creator of all things was “the Word,” who becomes more clearly identified in vs. 14 with, 
“the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  That Word was Jesus Christ who brought grace and 
truth to us (:17).  Imagine that—the Creator who made you now lives in you, if you have surrendered 
your life to Him (“receive him … believed in his name”— vs. 12).  What do we get out of this 
indwelling?  One thing it mentions here is that we receive “the light” (:4) that is in Him.  We also gain 
“the right to become children of God” (:12).  This is not speaking of being a child of God in the sense 
of being created by Him but in the sense of being brought into a relationship to Him.  We receive 
grace in this relationship, undeserved favor from God, as He reaches down to save us: “For from his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace” (:16).  The last benefit we are told here that we 
receive is coming to know God in the way Jesus “has made him known” (:18).   
 
Meditation: Think for a few minutes about the many things that you have received from God because 
you came to Him in faith.  Name them!  Thank Him! 
 
 
 
 
 
January 3 — Reading 3 — Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38 — Jesus’ Genealogy 
 



Matthew 1 
1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son 
of David, the son of Abraham. 
 
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the 
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah 
by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and 
Hezron the father of Ram,[fn] 4 and Ram the father of 
Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 
and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the 
father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed 
by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse 
the father of David the king. 
 
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of 
Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father 
of Asaph,[fn] 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, 
and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the 
father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, 
and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of 
Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, 
and Manasseh the father of Amos,[fn] and Amos the 
father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah 
and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to 
Babylon. 
 
12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah 
was the father of Shealtiel,[fn] and Shealtiel the father 
of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, 
and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father 
of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok 
the father of Achim, and Achim the father of 
Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar 
the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of 
Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband 
of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called 
Christ. 
 
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were 
fourteen generations, and from David to the 
deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from 
the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen 
generations. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(1:3) Greek Aram; also verse 4 
(1:7) Asaph is probably an alternate spelling of Asa; some 
manuscripts Asa; also verse 8 
(1:10) Amos is probably an alternate spelling of Amon; some 
manuscripts Amon; twice in this verse 
(1:12) Greek Salathiel; twice in this verse 

Luke 3 
23 Jesus, when he began his ministry, 
was about thirty years of age, being 
the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, 
the son of Heli, 24 the son of Matthat, 
the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the 
son of Jannai, the son of 
Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathias, the 
son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the 
son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26 the 
son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, 
the son of Semein, the son of Josech, 
the son of Joda, 27 the son of Joanan, 
the son of Rhesa, the son of 
Zerubbabel, the son of 
Shealtiel,[fn] the son of Neri, 28 the son 
of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of 
Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son 
of Er, 29 the son of Joshua, the son of 
Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of 
Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of 
Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of 
Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of 
Eliakim, 31 the son of Melea, the son 
of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the 
son of Nathan, the son of 
David, 32 the son of Jesse, the son of 
Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of 
Sala, the son of Nahshon, 33 the son 
of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the 
son of Arni, the son of Hezron, the 
son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the 
son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the 
son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the 
son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the 
son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son 
of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son 
of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the 
son of Shem, the son of Noah, the 
son of Lamech, 37 the son of 
Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the 
son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, 
the son of Cainan, 38 the son of Enos, 
the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the 
son of God. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(3:27) Greek Salathiel 

 



 
Genealogy lists are normally not very exciting to read but that is our assigned diet for today.  These 
are very important lists, however, because they trace the lineage of Jesus.  The list from Matthew is 
quite different from that of Luke’s in several ways.  For one thing, Matthew starts in ancient times and 
moves forward toward the birth of Jesus.  Luke does it in the reverse direction, going from the time of 
Jesus toward the more ancient times.  This makes it very hard to compare them but it is worth the 
effort.  When Luke’s list is put in the same order as Matthew’s and compared, it is obvious that they 
are almost identical in the ancient group from Abraham to David but are entirely different in the 
second group and very different in the last one.  (See the parallel name columns.)  Several theories 
have been presented to explain the differences.  One long-held view is that Luke’s genealogy is that 
of the ancestors of Mary, although she is not named.  Another suggestion is that since the two lists 
name two different fathers for Joseph (Jacob and Heli), Luke listed Mary’s ancestors but her father, 
Heli, may have had no sons, so when she was married, Mary’s father adopted his son-in-law as his 
son.  Matthew’s list begins with Abraham to emphasize that Jesus was a Jew and both genealogies 
include David to show that Jesus was descended from the royal family.  Luke’s list adds two 
interesting things: It doesn’t stop with Abraham but continues back to the beginning of mankind with 
Adam (3:38) and it also supports the virgin birth of Jesus by inserting that Jesus “was supposed” to 
be the son of Joseph (Luke 3:23).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

MATTHEW 

Abraham 
Isaac 
Jacob 
Judah 
Perez 
Hezron 
Ram (Aram) 
Amminadab 
Nahshon 
Salmon 
Boaz 
Obed 
Jesse 
David 

LUKE 
Abraham 
Isaac 
Jacob 
Judah 
Perez 
Hezron 
Ami 
Admin 
Amminadab 
Nahshon 
Sala 
Boaz 
Obed 
Jesse 
David 

MATTHEW 

Solomon 
Rehoboam 
Abijah 
Asaph (Asa) 
Jehoshaphat 
Joram 
Uzziah 
Jotham 
Ahaz 
Hezekiah 
Manasseh 
Amos (Amon) 
Josiah 
Jechoniah 

LUKE 

Nathan 
Mattatha 
Menna 
Melea 
Eliakim 
Jonam 
Joseph 
Judah 
Simeon 
Levi 
Matthat 
Jorim 
Eliezer 
Joshua 
Er 
Elmadam 
Cosam 
Addi 
Melchi 
Neri 

MATTHEW 

Shealtiel 
Zerubbabel 
Abiud 
Eliakim 
Azor 
Zadok 
Achim 
Eliud 
Eleazar 
Matthan 
Jacob 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joseph 

LUKE 

Shealtiel 
Zerubbabel 
Rhesa 
Joanan 
Joda 
Josech 
Semein 
Mattathias 
Maath 
Naggai 
Esli 
Nahum 
Amos 
Mattathias 
Joseph 
Jannai 
Melchi 
Levi 
Matthat 
Heli 
Joseph 


