
KHW53 to Dec. 30 
 

December 26 Su (Optional) — Jeremiah 36:1-3, 20-26 — Disregarding God’s Word 
 
A few days ago, we read that Jehoiakim “did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet” (2 
Chron. 36:12).  Today, we will read about one incident that illustrates the brazen disregard that 
Jehoiakim had toward Yahweh, His Word, and the prophet sent by Him. 
 
1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from 
the LORD: 2 “Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have spoken to you against Israel and 
Judah and all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, from the days of Josiah until today. 3 It may be 
that the house of Judah will hear all the disaster that I intend to do to them, so that every one may 
turn from his evil way, and that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin ...” 
 
20 So they went into the court to the king, having put the scroll in the chamber of Elishama the 
secretary, and they reported all the words to the king. 21 Then the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, 
and he took it from the chamber of Elishama the secretary. And Jehudi read it to the king and all the 
officials who stood beside the king. 22 It was the ninth month, and the king was sitting in the winter 
house, and there was a fire burning in the fire pot before him. 23 As Jehudi read three or four columns, 
the king would cut them off with a knife and throw them into the fire in the fire pot, until the entire 
scroll was consumed in the fire that was in the fire pot. 24 Yet neither the king nor any of his servants 
who heard all these words was afraid, nor did they tear their garments. 25 Even when Elnathan and 
Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them. 26 And the 
king commanded Jerahmeel the king’s son and Seraiah the son of Azriel and Shelemiah the son of 
Abdeel to seize Baruch the secretary and Jeremiah the prophet, but the LORD hid them. 
 
Again, God’s loving mercy is shown here.  All the warnings of disaster that God had predicted were 
written for this purpose: “It may be that … Judah will hear …[and] may turn … that I may forgive” (v. 
3).  God does not want to punish; He wants to forgive.  On the completely opposite side of that loving 
attitude was Jehoiakim’s utter disregard for Jeremiah and the words he claimed God had spoken to 
him.  The king was not afraid (v. 24) that the words truly may have been from God.  Three of his 
cautious officials “urged the king not to burn the scroll” but “he would not listen to them” (v. 25).  His 
mind was made up before the words were read; he was going to do what he wanted to do.  
Unfortunately, that is the attitude even some Christians have when they hear God’s word read today 
in church.  If it agrees with them, they will believe it and heed its demands; otherwise, they will ignore 
it.  They won’t be as blatant as Jehoiakim but if they don’t want to accept it, they will still reject God’s 
words.  When you read the Bible, remember the attitude of Jehoiakim and the disaster that followed 
when he disregarded the warnings God had given. 
***************************** 
 
  



December 27 M Reading 257 — 2 Kings 25:8-12; Jer. 39:8-10; 52:12-16 — Jerusalem destroyed and 
people exiled 

 
 
 
All is Lost — God’s judgment was thorough.  The whole nation of Judah was punished by having 
everything taken away from them.  The first thing mentioned in the destruction by Babylon’s army was 
the temple, “the house of the LORD” (2 Kings 25:9).  Their center of worship was removed.  A 
people’s religion binds them together, so Babylon wanted to remove it from Judah by destroying the 
temple built by Solomon over 350 years earlier.  The German philosopher, Karl Marx (1818-1883), 
dreamed of a communistic political system that separated people from their religion, which he called 
“the opium of the people.”  That religion-limiting political system controls many countries around the 
world today.  The second thing that was lost was leadership.  The king of Judah was removed, and 
his house and “every great house” (v. 9) of other leaders were burned.  For the wealthy people who 
survived, they went to Babylon with only what they could carry on a walk that would last about five 

2 Kings 25 
8 In the fifth month, on the 
seventh day of the month— 
 
that was the nineteenth year 
of King Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon—Nebuzaradan, 
the captain of the bodyguard, 
a servant of the king of 
Babylon, came to Jerusalem.  
 
9 And he burned the house of 
the LORD and the king’s 
house and all the houses of 
Jerusalem; every great house 
he burned down.  
10 And all the army of the 
Chaldeans, who were with the 
captain of the guard,  
broke down the walls around 
Jerusalem.  
 
11 And the rest of the people 
who were left in the city and 
the deserters who had 
deserted to the king of 
Babylon, together with the 
rest of the multitude, 
Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the guard carried into exile.  
 
12 But the captain of the guard 
left some of the poorest of the 
land to be vinedressers and 
plowmen. 

Jeremiah 39 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 The Chaldeans burned the 
king’s house and the house 
of the people,  
 
 
 
 
 
and broke down the walls of 
Jerusalem.  
 
9 Then Nebuzaradan, the 
captain of the guard, carried 
into exile to Babylon the rest 
of the people who were left 
in the city, those who had 
deserted to him, and the 
people who remained.  
 
 
10 Nebuzaradan, the captain 
of the guard, left in the land 
of Judah some of the poor 
people who owned nothing, 
and gave them vineyards 
and fields at the same time. 

Jeremiah 52 
12 In the fifth month, on the  
 
tenth day of the month— 
that was the nineteenth year 
of King Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon—Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the bodyguard, who 
served the king of Babylon, 
entered Jerusalem.  
 
13 And he burned the house of 
the LORD, and the king’s 
house and all the houses of 
Jerusalem; every great house 
he burned down.  
14 And all the army of the 
Chaldeans, who were with the 
captain of the guard,  
broke down all the walls 
around Jerusalem.  
 
15 And Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard carried 
away captive some of the 
poorest of the people and the 
rest of the people who were 
left in the city and the 
deserters who had deserted to 
the king of Babylon, together 
with the rest of the artisans. 
16 But Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard left some 
of the poorest of the land to be 
vinedressers and plowmen. 



months.  They lost their wealth.  Lastly, they lost their freedom; they now belonged to Babylon.  No 
worship, no leadership, no wealth, and no freedom—all was lost.  All that they lost are things that 
most of us enjoy and take for granted.  That should make us grateful for what we have.  Stop and 
thank the Lord today for the many things in life that He has given you to enjoy. 
 
Meditation: You probably noticed in your comparative reading that Nebuzaradan came to Jerusalem 
on the 7th day of the month according to 2 Kings 25:8, while Jer. 52:12 says it was on the 10th day of 
the month.  I thought I had solved the problem by noticing that the ESV of 2 Kings says that he 
“came” to Jerusalem on that day but Jeremiah uses the word “entered.”  Maybe he didn’t go into the 
city until three days after arriving at the army camp outside the walls.  I was disappointed, however, to 
discover that the same Hebrew word is used in both places.  Here are some possible explanations 
offered by biblical scholars: 

1) An early copyist confused the Hebrew letter  ז (for seven) and the similar letter י (for ten). 

2) Nebuzaradan left Babylon’s western headquarters in Riblah on the 7th and arrived in 
Jerusalem on the 10th. 

3) He came to the city on the 7th but didn’t start burning it until the 10th. 
4) It took three days to burn all of the city’s buildings. 

***************************** 
 
  



December 28 Tu Reading 258 — 2 Kings 25:13-21; Jer. 52:17-27 — Plundered, slaughtered, and 
exiled 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2 Kings 25 
13 And the pillars of bronze that were in the 
house of the LORD, and the stands and the 
bronze sea that were in the house of the 
LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces and 
carried the bronze to Babylon. 14 And they 
took away the pots and the shovels and the 
snuffers and the dishes for incense and all 
the vessels of bronze used in the temple 
service, 15 the fire pans also and the bowls.  
 
 
 
What was of gold the captain of the guard 
took away as gold, and what was of silver, as 
silver. 16 As for the two pillars, the one sea,  
 
and the stands that Solomon had made for 
the house of the LORD, the bronze of all 
these vessels was beyond weight.  
17 The height of the one pillar was eighteen 
cubits,[fn]  
 
 
and on it was a capital of bronze. The height 
of the capital was three cubits. A latticework 
and pomegranates, all of bronze, were all 
around the capital. And the second pillar had 
the same, with the latticework. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(25:17) A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 

Jeremiah 52 
17 And the pillars of bronze that were in the 
house of the LORD, and the stands and the 
bronze sea that were in the house of the 
LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and 
carried all the bronze to Babylon. 18 And they 
took away the pots and the shovels and the 
snuffers and the basins and the dishes for 
incense and all the vessels of bronze used in 
the temple service; 19 also the small bowls and 
the fire pans and the basins and the pots and 
the lampstands and the dishes for incense and 
the bowls for drink offerings.  
What was of gold the captain of the guard took 
away as gold, and what was of silver, as silver. 
20 As for the two pillars, the one sea, the  
twelve bronze bulls that were under the sea,[fn]  
and the stands, which Solomon the king had 
made for the house of the LORD, the bronze 
of all these things was beyond weight. 21 As for 
the pillars, the height of the one pillar was 
eighteen cubits,[fn] its circumference was 
twelve cubits, and its thickness was four 
fingers, and it was hollow.  
22 On it was a capital of bronze. The height of 
the one capital was five cubits. A network and 
pomegranates, all of bronze, were around the 
capital. And the second pillar had the same, 
with pomegranates.  
23 There were ninety-six pomegranates on the 
sides; all the pomegranates were a hundred 
upon the network all around. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(52:20) Hebrew lacks the sea 
(52:21) A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 

ACCOUNTABILITY TIME! 
If you are up to date in your reading for December, please 
let me know now at mailto:accbibleread@gmail.com 
 

mailto:accbibleread@gmail.com


 

 
Devastation — What took place in the final days of the nation of Judah was devastating.  The 
plundering of the temple described here would have occurred before the temple was burned, about 
which we already read.  They removed all that was valuable or useful to Babylon.  The bronze articles 
could be melted down and formed again for other uses.  It was a huge amount, being “beyond weight” 
(2 Kings 25:16).  The two pillars were massive and had to be broken into pieces for transportation to 
Babylon.  Each of them was a hollow cylinder 27 feet (8.2 m) tall, 5.7 feet (1.7 m) in diameter, and 
four inches (10.2 cm) thick.  All the silver and gold in the temple was also taken, which would include 
the vessels, gold-plated surfaces of wood, and what was left of the treasury of contributions made by 
the people.  Then, the religious and civic leaders were taken away to be killed, more than 60 of them 
(vs. 19).  Many others were taken to Babylon, completing the multi-phased exile of Judah (v. 21).  It is 
a shame that our reading project for this year will end with the deportation to Babylon because it was 
not permanent; it was a 70-year punishment period for the people of God to recognize their personal 
and national sin and to come to a new desire to follow the Lord wholeheartedly.  Repentance avoids 
punishment for ancient Jews and also for us Christian Gentiles.  Remain faithful! 
 
Meditation: We see another apparent discrepancy in these two accounts today.  The decorative 
capital on the top of each bronze pillar was said to be “three cubits” in 2 Kings 25:17 and “five cubits” 
in Jer. 52:22.  Is there an error?  When the capital was described during its construction under the 
direction of King Solomon, both 1 Kings 7:16 and 2 Chron. 3:15 say that each capital was “five 
cubits.”  Later Jewish rabbis explained the apparent discrepancy this way: “…the three superior cubits 
of it were with ornaments, the two inferior without any; the whole together was five cubits; but, as 
ornamented, only three” (from John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible). 
***************************** 
 
  

2 Kings 25 (cont.) 
18 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah 
the chief priest and Zephaniah the second 
priest and the three keepers of the 
threshold; 19 and from the city he took an 
officer who had been in command of the men 
of war, and five men of the king’s council who 
were found in the city; and the secretary of the 
commander of the army, who mustered the 
people of the land; and sixty men of the people 
of the land, who were found in the city.  
20 And Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard 
took them and brought them to the king of 
Babylon at Riblah. 21 And the king of Babylon 
struck them down and put them to death at 
Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was 
taken into exile out of its land. 

Jeremiah 52 (cont.) 
24 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah 
the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second 
priest and the three keepers of the 
threshold; 25 and from the city he took an 
officer who had been in command of the men 
of war, and seven men of the king’s council, 
who were found in the city; and the secretary 
of the commander of the army, who mustered 
the people of the land; and sixty men of the 
people of the land, who were found in the 
midst of the city. 26 And Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard took them and brought 
them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27 And 
the king of Babylon struck them down and put 
them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. 
So Judah was taken into exile out of its land. 



December 29 W Reading 259 — 2 Kings 25:22-26; Jer. 40:7-41:3; 52:28-30 — Gedaliah the 
governor                                                                                            (ACCOUNTABILITY REMINDER) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Kings 25 
22 And over the people who 
remained in the land of Judah, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon had left, he appointed 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, 
son of Shaphan, governor.  
23 Now when all the captains 
and their men heard that the 
king of Babylon had appointed 
Gedaliah governor,  
 
 
 
they came with their men to 
Gedaliah at Mizpah, namely, 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, 
and Johanan the son of 
Kareah, and Seraiah the son of 
Tanhumeth the Netophathite, 
and Jaazaniah the son of the 
Maacathite.  
24 And Gedaliah swore to them 
and their men, saying, “Do not 
be afraid because of the 
Chaldean officials.  
Live in the land and serve the 
king of Babylon, and it shall be 
well with you.”  

Jeremiah 40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 When all the captains of the forces in the open country and 
their men heard that the king of Babylon had appointed 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor in the land  
 
and had committed to him men, women, and children, those of 
the poorest of the land who had not been taken into exile to 
Babylon,  
8 they went to Gedaliah at Mizpah—Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah,  
 
Johanan the son of Kareah, Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth,  
 
the sons of Ephai the Netophathite,  
Jezaniah the son of the Maacathite, they and their men.  
 
9 Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, swore to them 
and their men, saying, “Do not be afraid to serve the 
Chaldeans.  
 
Dwell in the land and serve the king of Babylon,  
and it shall be well with you.  
 
 

10 As for me, I will dwell at Mizpah, to represent you before the Chaldeans who will come 
to us. But as for you, gather wine and summer fruits and oil, and store them in your 
vessels, and dwell in your cities that you have taken.” 11 Likewise, when all the Judeans 
who were in Moab and among the Ammonites and in Edom and in other lands heard 
that the king of Babylon had left a remnant in Judah and had appointed Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, as governor over them, 12 then all the Judeans returned 
from all the places to which they had been driven and came to the land of Judah, to 
Gedaliah at Mizpah. And they gathered wine and summer fruits in great abundance. 
 
13 Now Johanan the son of Kareah and all the leaders of the forces in the open country 
came to Gedaliah at Mizpah 14 and said to him, “Do you know that Baalis the king of the 
Ammonites has sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to take your life?” But Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam would not believe them. 15 Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke 
secretly to Gedaliah at Mizpah, “Please let me go and strike down Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah, and no one will know it. Why should he take your life, so that all the Judeans 
who are gathered about you would be scattered, and the remnant of Judah would 
perish?” 16 But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said to Johanan the son of Kareah, “You 
shall not do this thing, for you are speaking falsely of Ishmael.” 



 
 
 
 

 
Fear or Faith? — The kingdom of Judah had ended.  Gedaliah was not of the royal family of David 
but was the grandson of King Josiah’s secretary (2 Kings 22:12).  Babylon no longer trusted Judah 
with a king, so they appointed this official to be the governor.  He seemed to be a wise man, urging 
the leaders of the scattered army, “Do not be afraid to serve the Chaldeans … serve the king of 
Babylon, and it shall be well with you” (Jer. 40:9).  But Gedaliah was gullible; he did not see through 
Ishmael’s plot to assassinate him and he paid for it with his life.  Ishmael was “of the royal family” 
(Jer. 41:1) so he may have hoped to rebel against Babylon and lead Judah as king.  But Ishmael was 
as impractical as Gedaliah was gullible.  After killing many other men and capturing some of the 
Judeans to go to Amon, he was confronted by the army of Johanan, abandoned the captives, and 
fled to the Ammonites (see Jer. 41:15).  That was the last thing that Scripture records of his life.  
Gedaliah had challenged the leaders not to be afraid to serve the Babylonians but after he was 
murdered, many of the Judeans “went to Egypt, for they were afraid of the Chaldeans” (2 Kings 
25:26).  Instead of serving without fear, they had to flee in fear.  We are challenged by the psalmist to 
“Serve the LORD with gladness!  Come into his presence with singing! … For the LORD is good; his 
steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations” (Ps. 100: 2, 5).  And God has  
also challenged us this way: “…fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand” (Isa. 41:10).  Serve God 
and fear not!  Faith over fear. 
 
 

***************************** 
  

2 Kings 25 (cont.) 
25 But in the seventh month, Ishmael the son 
of Nethaniah, son of Elishama, of the royal 
family,  
came with ten men  
 
 
 
and struck down Gedaliah and put him to 
death  
 
 
along with the Jews and  
the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah. 
 

26 Then all the people, both small and great, 
and the captains of the forces arose and went 
to Egypt, for they were afraid of the 
Chaldeans. 

Jeremiah 41 
1 In the seventh month, Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah, son of Elishama, of the royal 
family, one of the chief officers of the king,  
came with ten men to Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam, at Mizpah. As they ate bread together 
there at Mizpah, 2 Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah and the ten men with him rose up 
and struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, 
son of Shaphan, with the sword, and killed 
him, whom the king of Babylon had appointed 
governor in the land. 3 Ishmael also struck 
down all the Judeans who were with Gedaliah 
at Mizpah, and the Chaldean soldiers who 
happened to be there. 

Jeremiah 52 
28 This is the number of the people whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away captive: in the seventh 
year, 3,023 Judeans; 29 in the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar he carried away captive from 
Jerusalem 832 persons; 30 in the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the captain 
of the guard carried away captive of the Judeans 745 persons; all the persons were 4,600. 

If you are up to date in your reading but have not reported it for this 

month, please let me know today at mailto:accbibleread@gmail.com 

mailto:accbibleread@gmail.com


December 30 Th Reading 260 — 2 Kings 25:27-30; Jer. 52:31-34 — Jehoiachin remembered 
 
 
 
 

 
Ray of Hope — King Jehoiachin sat in a Babylonian prison for 37 years, having plenty of time to think 
about why he was put there as part of God’s punishment.  Many of the people of Judah were also 
exiled in Babylon, including Daniel.  Was there any hope for them?  Jeremiah had predicted a 70-year 
exile and it was now at the halfway point.  When the new Babylonian king “graciously freed” (2 Kings 
25:27) Jehoiachin from prison, it provided a ray of hope for the rest of the Jewish people.  God would 
keep His promise.  You might feel like you are in a “strange land” in your life right now.  God has not 
abandoned you and He still loves you and He will lift you up. 

 
Thank you for being faithful this year in reading through the history of the kingdoms of Judah and 
Israel.  Many have expressed their appreciation for what they have learned and how it has increased 
their understanding of the Bible and of God Himself. 
 
Next year, I plan to lead those of you who are interested through segments of the whole Bible, looking 
for what it teaches us about God—who He is and what He has done.  I challenge you to commit 
another year to God in daily seeking Him in His Word.  Sign up here:  Knowing God 
 

2 Kings 25 
27 And in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of 
Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, 
on the twenty-seventh day of the month, Evil-
merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he 
began to reign, graciously freed[fn] Jehoiachin 
king of Judah from prison.  
28 And he spoke kindly to him and gave him a 
seat above the seats of the kings who were 
with him in Babylon. 29 So Jehoiachin put off 
his prison garments. And every day of his life 
he dined regularly at the king’s table, 30 and 
for his allowance, a regular allowance was 
given him by the king, according to his daily 
needs,  
 
as long as he lived. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(25:27) Hebrew reign, lifted up the head of 

Jeremiah 52 
31 And in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of 
Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, 
on the twenty-fifth day of the month, Evil-
merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he 
began to reign, graciously freed[fn] Jehoiachin 
king of Judah and brought him out of prison. 
32 And he spoke kindly to him and gave him a 
seat above the seats of the kings who were 
with him in Babylon. 33 So Jehoiachin put off 
his prison garments. And every day of his life 
he dined regularly at the king’s table, 34 and 
for his allowance, a regular allowance was 
given him by the king, according to his daily 
needs,  
until the day of his death,  
as long as he lived. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(52:31) Hebrew reign, lifted up the head of  

If you have not reported it for this month, please let me you’re your 

current reading status today at mailto:accbibleread@gmail.com 

FINAL ACCOUNTABILITY! 

If you have not reported it for this month, please let me you’re your 

current reading status today at mailto:accbibleread@gmail.com 
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