
KHW51 Dec. 12-18 

December 12 Su (Optional) — Psalm 139:1-24 — Open to Inspection 
 
It was obvious to King Josiah that the temple was in disrepair and needed attention.  The neglected 
condition of the spiritual temple of our own hearts is often not so evident.  Our tendency is to ignore or 
conceal our faults.  As you read this psalm of David today, reflect on how open to examination he was 
to the all-knowing God who sees all things, even the hidden things of the heart. 
 
To the choirmaster.  A Psalm of David. 
1    O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 
2    You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

you discern my thoughts from afar. 
3    You search out my path and my lying down 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4    Even before a word is on my tongue, 

behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 
5    You hem me in, behind and before, 

and lay your hand upon me. 
6    Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

it is high; I cannot attain it. 
  
7    Where shall I go from your Spirit? 

Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
8    If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 

If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
9    If I take the wings of the morning 

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
10   even there your hand shall lead me, 

and your right hand shall hold me. 
11   If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

and the light about me be night,” 
12   even the darkness is not dark to you; 

the night is bright as the day, 
for darkness is as light with you. 

  
13   For you formed my inward parts; 

you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 
14   I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.[fn] 

Wonderful are your works; 
my soul knows it very well. 

15   My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16   Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 

in your book were written, every one of them, 
the days that were formed for me, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

  
17   How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! 

How vast is the sum of them! 
18   If I would count them, they are more than the sand. 



I awake, and I am still with you. 
  
19   Oh that you would slay the wicked, O God! 

O men of blood, depart from me! 
20   They speak against you with malicious intent; 

your enemies take your name in vain.[fn] 
21   Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD? 

And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 
22   I hate them with complete hatred; 

I count them my enemies. 
  
23   Search me, O God, and know my heart! 

Try me and know my thoughts! [fn] 
24   And see if there be any grievous way in me, 

and lead me in the way everlasting! [fn] 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(139:14) Or for I am fearfully set apart 
(139:20) Hebrew lacks your name 
(139:23) Or cares 
(139:24) Or in the ancient way (compare Jeremiah 6:16) 

 
Although this whole psalm speaks of the infinite knowledge of God, it seems to me that David’s 
attitude and expression in verses 19-22 revealed to him the need for repair of his heart.  To hate 
others is far from the attitude of the God who “so loved the world” (John 3:16).  When you pray today, 
ask God to search your heart and to reveal an attitude that is displeasing to Him that He wants you to 
forsake. 
************************ 
 
  



December 13 M Reading 247 — 2 Kings 22:8-20; 2 Chron. 34:14-28 — Book of the Law found 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Kings 22 
 
 
 
 
8 And Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan 
the secretary, “I have found the Book of the 
Law in the house of the LORD.” And Hilkiah 
gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. 
9 And Shaphan the secretary came to the 
king, and reported to the king,  
 
“Your servants have emptied out the money 
that was found in the house and have 
delivered it into the hand of the workmen who 
have the oversight of the house of the LORD.”  
 
10 Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, 
“Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And 
Shaphan read it before the king. 
 
11 When the king heard the words of the Book 
of the Law, he tore his clothes. 12 And the king 
commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam 
the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of 
Micaiah, and Shaphan the secretary, and 
Asaiah the king’s servant, saying,  
13 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for the 
people, and for all Judah, concerning the 
words of this book that has been found. For 
great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled 
against us, because our fathers have not 
obeyed the words of this book, to do 
according to all that is written concerning us.” 

2 Chronicles 34 
14 While they were bringing out the money that 
had been brought into the house of the 
LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of 
the Law of the LORD given through[fn] Moses. 
15 Then Hilkiah answered and said to 
Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the 
Book of the Law in the house of the LORD.” 
And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 
16 Shaphan brought the book to the king, and 
further reported to the king, “All that was 
committed to your servants they are 
doing. 17 They have emptied out the money 
that was found in the house of the LORD and 
have given it into the hand of the overseers 
and the workmen.”  
 
18 Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, 
“Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And 
Shaphan read from it before the king. 
 
19 And when the king heard the words of the 
Law, he tore his clothes. 20 And the king 
commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan, Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan 
the secretary, and Asaiah the king’s servant, 
saying,  
21 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me and for 
those who are left in Israel and in Judah, 
concerning the words of the book that has 
been found. For great is the wrath of the 
LORD that is poured out on us, because our 
fathers have not kept the word of the LORD, 
to do according to all that is written in this 
book.” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(34:14) Hebrew by the hand of 



 
 
 
 
Postponed Disaster — King Manasseh’s years of apostasy brought God’s patience to its end.  The 
Book of the Law given to Moses was found in a temple storehouse, buried for decades under money.  
It promised disaster for the people of God if they persisted in going after other gods.  During the life of 
Manasseh, God prophesied that because of his sins, “I am bringing upon Jerusalem and Judah such 
disaster that the ears of everyone who hears of it will tingle” (2 Kings 21:12).  When?  King Josiah 
inquired of God through the prophetess, Huldah, and found that because of his genuinely penitent 
heart, the disaster would be postponed until after this righteous king had died.  God is so merciful; He 
responds to our repentant hearts today as well.  Who knows what punishing experience we have 
avoided because of our willingness to humbly acknowledge our sin and resolve to follow God?! 

2 Kings 22 (cont.) 
14 So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and 
Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asaiah went to 
Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum 
the son of Tikvah, son of Harhas, keeper of 
the wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in 
the Second Quarter), and they talked with her. 
15 And she said to them, “Thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Tell the man who 
sent you to me, 16 Thus says the LORD, 
Behold, I will bring disaster upon this place 
and upon its inhabitants, all the words of the 
book that the king of Judah has read.  
 
17 Because they have forsaken me and have 
made offerings to other gods, that they might 
provoke me to anger with all the work of their 
hands, therefore my wrath will be kindled 
against this place, and it will not be quenched.  
 
18 But to the king of Judah, who sent you to 
inquire of the LORD, thus shall you say to him, 
Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
Regarding the words that you have heard, 
19 because your heart was penitent, and you 
humbled yourself before the LORD, when you 
heard how I spoke against this place and 
against its inhabitants, that they should 
become a desolation and a curse,  
and you have torn your clothes and wept 
before me, I also have heard you, declares the 
LORD. 20 Therefore, behold, I will gather you 
to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to 
your grave in peace, and your eyes shall not 
see all the disaster that I will bring upon this 
place.’” And they brought back word to the 
king. 

2 Chronicles 34 (cont.) 
22 So Hilkiah and those whom the king had 
sent[fn] went to Huldah the prophetess, the 
wife of Shallum the son of Tokhath, son of 
Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe (now she 
lived in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter) and 
spoke to her to that effect.  
23 And she said to them, “Thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Tell the man who 
sent you to me, 24 Thus says the LORD, 
Behold, I will bring disaster upon this place 
and upon its inhabitants, all the curses that 
are written in the book that was read before 
the king of Judah.  
25 Because they have forsaken me and have 
made offerings to other gods, that they might 
provoke me to anger with all the works of their 
hands, therefore my wrath will be poured out 
on this place and will not be quenched.  
 
26 But to the king of Judah, who sent you to 
inquire of the LORD, thus shall you say to him, 
Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
Regarding the words that you have heard, 
27 because your heart was tender and you 
humbled yourself before God when you heard 
his words against this place and its 
inhabitants,  
 
and you have humbled yourself before me and 
have torn your clothes and wept before me, I 
also have heard you, declares the LORD. 
28 Behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and 
you shall be gathered to your grave in peace, 
and your eyes shall not see all the disaster 
that I will bring upon this place and its 
inhabitants.’” And they brought back word to 
the king. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(34:22) Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew lacks had sent 



December 14 Tu Reading 248 — 2 Kings 23:1-7; 2 Chron. 34:29-33 — The temple is cleansed 

 
 
 
 
 
Safe but Still Committed — God had promised Josiah that the disaster coming to Judah would be 
postponed until after his death (2 Kings 22:20).  He was safe but he did not relax; he continued his 
project of reform and made a covenant to serve the Lord.  How different he was compared to many 
Christians today who feel safe because they have turned to Christ, so they relax and are not intent on 
living a life that is wholeheartedly committed to obedience.  We need to be more like Josiah, 
searching the Scriptures for the way God wants us to live, removing things that distract us from being 
obedient to Him alone, and rallying others to also be fully committed to obedience and worship. 
************************ 

2 Kings 23 
1 Then the king sent, and all the elders of 
Judah and Jerusalem were gathered to 
him. 2 And the king went up to the house of the 
LORD, and with him all the men of Judah and 
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the priests 
and the prophets, all the people, both small 
and great. And he read in their hearing all the 
words of the Book of the Covenant that had 
been found in the house of the LORD. 3 And 
the king stood by the pillar and made a 
covenant before the LORD, to walk after the 
LORD and to keep his commandments and his 
testimonies and his statutes with all his heart 
and all his soul, to perform the words of this 
covenant that were written in this book.  
And all the people joined in the covenant. 
 
 
 
4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the high 
priest and the priests of the second order and 
the keepers of the threshold to bring out of the 
temple of the LORD all the vessels made for 
Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host of 
heaven. He burned them outside Jerusalem in 
the fields of the Kidron and carried their ashes 
to Bethel. 

2 Chronicles 34 
29 Then the king sent and gathered together all 
the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30 And the 
king went up to the house of the LORD, with 
all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and the priests and the Levites, all 
the people both great and small. And he read 
in their hearing all the words of the Book of 
the Covenant that had been found in the 
house of the LORD. 31 And the king stood in 
his place and made a covenant before the 
LORD, to walk after the LORD and to keep his 
commandments and his testimonies and his 
statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to 
perform the words of the covenant that were 
written in this book.  
32 Then he made all who were present in 
Jerusalem and in Benjamin join in it. And the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the 
covenant of God, the God of their fathers.  
 
 
 
33 And Josiah took away all the abominations 
from all the territory that belonged to the 
people of Israel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and made all who were present in Israel serve 
the LORD their God. All his days they did not 
turn away from following the LORD, the God 
of their fathers. 

5 And he deposed the priests whom the kings of Judah had ordained to make 
offerings in the high places at the cities of Judah and around Jerusalem; those 
also who burned incense to Baal, to the sun and the moon and the constellations 
and all the host of the heavens. 6 And he brought out the Asherah from the house 
of the LORD, outside Jerusalem, to the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook 
Kidron and beat it to dust and cast the dust of it upon the graves of the common 
people.  7 And he broke down the houses of the male cult prostitutes who were in 
the house of the LORD, where the women wove hangings for the Asherah.  



December 15 W Reading 249 — 2 Kings 23:8-20 — False worship symbols removed 
 
8 And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where the 
priests had made offerings, from Geba to Beersheba. And he broke down the high places of the gates 
that were at the entrance of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on one’s left at 
the gate of the city. 9 However, the priests of the high places did not come up to the altar of the LORD 
in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread among their brothers. 10 And he defiled Topheth, which 
is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, that no one might burn his son or his daughter as an offering to 
Molech.[fn] 11 And he removed the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun, at the 
entrance to the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathan-melech the chamberlain, which was in 
the precincts.[fn] And he burned the chariots of the sun with fire. 12 And the altars on the roof of the 
upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars that Manasseh had made 
in the two courts of the house of the LORD, he pulled down and broke in pieces[fn] and cast the dust 
of them into the brook Kidron. 13 And the king defiled the high places that were east of Jerusalem, to 
the south of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the 
abomination of the Sidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Milcom the 
abomination of the Ammonites. 14 And he broke in pieces the pillars and cut down the Asherim and 
filled their places with the bones of men. 
 
15 Moreover, the altar at Bethel, the high place erected by Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel to sin, that altar with the high place he pulled down and burned,[fn] reducing it to dust. He also 
burned the Asherah. 16 And as Josiah turned, he saw the tombs there on the mount. And he sent and 
took the bones out of the tombs and burned them on the altar and defiled it, according to the word of 
the LORD that the man of God proclaimed, who had predicted these things. 17 Then he said, “What is 
that monument that I see?” And the men of the city told him, “It is the tomb of the man of God who 
came from Judah and predicted[fn] these things that you have done against the altar at Bethel.” 18 And 
he said, “Let him be; let no man move his bones.” So they let his bones alone, with the bones of the 
prophet who came out of Samaria. 19 And Josiah removed all the shrines also of the high places that 
were in the cities of Samaria, which kings of Israel had made, provoking the LORD to anger. He did to 
them according to all that he had done at Bethel. 20 And he sacrificed all the priests of the high places 
who were there, on the altars, and burned human bones on them. Then he returned to Jerusalem. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(23:10) Hebrew might cause his son or daughter to pass through the fire for Molech 
(23:11) The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
(23:12) Hebrew pieces from there 
(23:15) Septuagint broke in pieces its stones 
(23:17) Hebrew called 

 
Religious Intolerance — In our culture of religious tolerance, it seems unheard of that Josiah would 
destroy every evidence of worship of other gods.  But it was not only the Promised Land that was 
given to the Hebrews by God, but also His rules for exclusive worship of Him alone, the only true 
God.  Josiah started in Jerusalem and spread to the entire territory of Judah (“from Geba to 
Beersheba”—vs. 8).  He demoted the Levite priests who had been sacrificing at unauthorized high 
places and brought them to Jerusalem.  After destroying the false gods worshiped by kings Ahaz, 
Manasseh, and Solomon (vv. 12-13), he expanded his cleansing operation into the territory formerly 
occupied by the northern kingdom of Israel, beginning with defiling the altar at Bethel where 
Jeroboam’s golden calf had been worshiped until it was carried off by the Assyrians (Hosea 10:5-6).  
He then expanded the cleansing into “the cities of Samaria” (v. 19) of the former Israel.  How about 
today?  Should we be tolerant of the religious worship of other people?  We have no right to demand 
that they worship Yahweh alone but we do have the responsibility to proclaim to them that He is the 
only true God. 
*************************** 



December 16 Th Reading 250 — 2 Kings 23:21-23; 2 Chron. 35:1-19 — Passover celebrated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Kings 23 
21 And the king commanded all the people, “Keep the Passover to 
the LORD your God, as it is written in this Book of the Covenant.”  

2 Chronicles 35 
 
 
 

1 Josiah kept a Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem. And they slaughtered the 
Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the first month. 2 He appointed the priests to 
their offices and encouraged them in the service of the house of the LORD. 3 And he 
said to the Levites who taught all Israel and who were holy to the LORD, “Put the holy 
ark in the house that Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, built. You need not carry 
it on your shoulders. Now serve the LORD your God and his people Israel. 4 Prepare 
yourselves according to your fathers’ houses by your divisions, as prescribed in the 
writing of David king of Israel and the document of Solomon his son. 5 And stand in the 
Holy Place according to the groupings of the fathers’ houses of your brothers the lay 
people, and according to the division of the Levites by fathers’ household. 6 And 
slaughter the Passover lamb, and consecrate yourselves, and prepare for your 
brothers, to do according to the word of the LORD by[fn] Moses.” 
 
7 Then Josiah contributed to the lay people, as Passover offerings for all who were 
present, lambs and young goats from the flock to the number of 30,000, and 3,000 
bulls; these were from the king’s possessions. 8 And his officials contributed willingly to 
the people, to the priests, and to the Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, the chief 
officers of the house of God, gave to the priests for the Passover offerings 2,600 
Passover lambs and 300 bulls. 9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethanel his 
brothers, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites, gave to the 
Levites for the Passover offerings 5,000 lambs and young goats and 500 bulls. 
 
10 When the service had been prepared for, the priests stood in their place, and the 
Levites in their divisions according to the king’s command. 11 And they slaughtered the 
Passover lamb, and the priests threw the blood that they received from them while the 
Levites flayed the sacrifices. 12 And they set aside the burnt offerings that they might 
distribute them according to the groupings of the fathers’ houses of the lay people, to 
offer to the LORD, as it is written in the Book of Moses. And so they did with the bulls. 
13 And they roasted the Passover lamb with fire according to the rule; and they boiled 
the holy offerings in pots, in cauldrons, and in pans, and carried them quickly to all the 
lay people. 14 And afterward they prepared for themselves and for the priests, because 
the priests, the sons of Aaron, were offering the burnt offerings and the fat parts until 
night; so the Levites prepared for themselves and for the priests, the sons of Aaron. 
15 The singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their place according to the command of 
David, and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s seer; and the gatekeepers 
were at each gate. They did not need to depart from their service, for their brothers the 
Levites prepared for them. 
 
16 So all the service of the LORD was prepared that day, to keep the Passover and to 
offer burnt offerings on the altar of the LORD, according to the command of King 
Josiah. 17 And the people of Israel who were present kept the Passover at that time, 
and the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(35:6) Hebrew by the hand of 



 
 
The Best Passover — The Passover was first performed in Egypt just before the Hebrew people 
walked out of 400 years of slavery (Ex. 12).  By God’s command, it was celebrated again on its first 
anniversary (Num. 9:1-5).  It was one of the feasts that God required to be celebrated every year 
(Lev. 23:4-5).  At the end of the 40-year wilderness wandering, Passover was kept just after Joshua 
led the people across the Jordan River into the Promised Land (Josh. 5:10).  It is interesting that 
there is no Scriptural mention made of keeping the Passover after that until King Hezekiah 
reestablished it after years of neglect (2 Chron. 30:1).  At that time, it was stated that “since the time 
of Solomon the son of David king of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem” (2 Chron. 
30:26), which implies that the festival had been held during the reigns of David and Solomon.  But 
now, at the Passover reestablished by King Josiah, it says that “no such Passover had been kept 
since the days of the judges who judged Israel, or during all the days of the kings of Israel or of the 
kings of Judah” (2 Kings 23:22).  How about Hezekiah’s Passover?  Was Josiah’s Passover better 
than Hezekiah’s?  Yes, it was.  If you remember, because the ceremonial cleansing process was not 
completed in time to hold the Passover on the required 14th day of the first month, Hezekiah’s first 
festival was held on the 14th day of the second month (2 Chron. 30:2), one month late.  King 
Hezekiah’s celebration was also defective in that many people ate the Passover meal when they 
were not properly cleansed, so the king prayed for them, saying, “May the good LORD pardon 
everyone…” (2 Chron. 30:18).  King Josiah’s Passover, then, was the best up to that point.  The best 
one, however, was yet to come—the one held by Jesus on the night He was betrayed to be killed as 
“Christ, our Passover lamb” (1 Cor. 5:7).  He is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!” (John 1:29).  That was the best Passover ever! 
************************ 
 
  

2 Chronicles 35 (cont.) 
18 No Passover like it had been kept in Israel since 
the days of Samuel the prophet. None of the kings of 
Israel had kept such a Passover as was kept by 
Josiah, and the priests and the Levites, and all 
Judah and Israel who were present, and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem.  
19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this 
Passover was kept. 

2 Kings 23 (cont.) 
22 For no such Passover had been kept 
since the days of the judges who judged 
Israel, or during all the days of the kings 
of Israel or of the kings of Judah.  
 
 
23 But in the eighteenth year of King 
Josiah this Passover was kept to the 
LORD in Jerusalem. 



December 17 F Reading 251 — 2 Kings 23:24-30a; 2 Chron. 35:20-27 — Death of Josiah 

 
 

2 Kings 23 
24 Moreover, Josiah put away the mediums and the necromancers and the 
household gods and the idols and all the abominations that were seen in the 
land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might establish the words of the law 
that were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the 
LORD. 25 Before him there was no king like him, who turned to the LORD 
with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his might, according to all 
the Law of Moses, nor did any like him arise after him. 
 
26 Still the LORD did not turn from the burning of his great wrath, by which 
his anger was kindled against Judah, because of all the provocations with 
which Manasseh had provoked him. 27 And the LORD said, “I will remove 
Judah also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and I will cast off this 
city that I have chosen, Jerusalem, and the house of which I said, My name 
shall be there.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(cf. 2 Kgs 23: 
29-30 below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2 Chronicles 35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Neco king of Egypt went 
up to fight at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah went out to meet him. 
21 But he sent envoys to him, saying, “What have we to do with each other, king 
of Judah? I am not coming against you this day, but against the house with 
which I am at war. And God has commanded me to hurry. Cease opposing God, 
who is with me, lest he destroy you.” 22 Nevertheless, Josiah did not turn away 
from him, but disguised himself in order to fight with him. He did not listen to the 
words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to fight in the plain of Megiddo. 
23 And the archers shot King Josiah. And the king said to his servants, “Take me 
away, for I am badly wounded.” 24 So his servants took him out of the chariot 
and carried him in his second chariot and brought him to Jerusalem. And he 
died and was buried in the tombs of his fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem 
mourned for Josiah. 25 Jeremiah also uttered a lament for Josiah; and all the 
singing men and singing women have spoken of Josiah in their laments to this 
day. They made these a rule in Israel; behold, they are written in the Laments.  

28 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and all that 
he did,  
 
 
 
are they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?  
 
29 In his days Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt went 
up to the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates. 
King Josiah went to meet him, and Pharaoh 
Neco killed him at Megiddo, as soon as he saw 
him. 30a And his servants carried him dead in a 
chariot from Megiddo and brought him to 
Jerusalem and buried him in his own tomb.  

 

26 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and 
his good deeds according to what is written 
in the Law of the LORD, 27 and his acts, 
first and last, behold, they are written in the 
Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 
 
 
 
 
 

(compare 2 Chron. 35:20-25 above) 
 
 
 
 



Trust and Obey — Josiah’s great-grandfather, Hezekiah, was the prime royal example of trusting 
God.  In fact, he was better at it than any other king of Judah: “He trusted in the LORD … so that 
there was none like him among all the kings of Judah after him, nor among those who were before 
him” (2 Kings 18:5).  In a very similar statement in our reading for today, Josiah was said to have 
been the greatest example of obedience to God’s Law: “Before him there was no king like him, who 
turned to the LORD … according to all the Law of Moses, nor did any like him arise after him” (2 
Kings 23:25).  Two great examples of trusting and obeying God.  At the end of Josiah’s righteous life, 
however, he seemed to have slipped in his trust.  There is no indication in the text that he sought 
Yahweh’s guidance before going out to face the Egyptian army in battle.  In fact, God tried to use the 
Pharaoh’s envoy to warn Josiah but he “did not listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God” (v. 
22).  That decision resulted in the death of Josiah.  So, which is best: to be good at trusting God or 
obeying God?  Which one are you better at?  As the hymn writer suggested, they are equally 
important: 

 
Meditation: There are some interesting points of comparison between the death of Josiah and the 
end of the wicked King Ahab of Israel.  They both failed to heed the warning that God provided to 
them about going into battle.  Ahab imprisoned the prophet Micaiah for this warning about engaging 
in war: “The LORD has declared disaster concerning you” (2 Chron. 18:22).  Similarly, Josiah “did not 
listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God” (2 Chron. 35:22).  They also both disguised 
themselves by removing their royal robes in order to enter the battle (18:29; 35:22).  They were both 
badly wounded in their chariot by an archer (18:33; 35:33) and they both died later from their wounds.  
A very wicked king and a very godly king died in a very similar way. 
************************ 
 
December 18 Sa (Optional) — Luke 22:7-16 — The Final Passover 
 
In comparing the Passover feasts held by Hezekiah and Josiah, we mentioned the final Passover that 
Jesus held with His disciples.  Let’s read that story today from the Gospel of Luke. 
 
7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 So 
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it." 9 They 
said to him, "Where will you have us prepare it?"  10 He said to them, "Behold, when you have entered 
the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters 11 and 
tell the master of the house, 'The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the 
Passover with my disciples?'  12 And he will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare it there."  
13 And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.  
 

When we walk with the Lord  
    in the light of his word,  
    what a glory he sheds on our way!  
While we do his good will,  
    he abides with us still,  
    and with all who will trust and obey.  
 
Trust and obey,  
for there's no other way  
to be happy in Jesus,  
but to trust and obey.  

— John Sammis (1887) 



14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him.  15 And he said to them, "I 
have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not eat it until 
it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." 
 
Jesus’ statement that “the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed” (v. 7) is filled with meaning.  First, it 
was God’s requirement that it be held annually as a reminder of the miraculous release of Israel from 
Egypt, so to be obedient, it “had to be sacrificed.”  The second meaning is introduced by Jesus’ 
comment that “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer” (v. 15).  Jesus 
knew that, as God’s Passover Lamb, He “had to be sacrificed” in order to be obedient to His calling 
and to take the penalty for our sin.  That sacrifice would last, not for just a year, but for eternity; He 
was the final Passover Lamb.  There is also a third implication connected to Jesus’ statement that “I 
will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God” (v. 16).  He was pointing forward to “the 
marriage supper of the Lamb” (Rev. 19:9) where Jesus will celebrate with all of us believers in 
heaven.  There, the Lamb will be the Bridegroom—the victorious host, not the sacrifice. 
 


