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Genesis, the first book of the Bible, is also the first of the five books of Moses, called the 
Pentateuch (PEN-ta-tuke [tuke rhymes with “puke”]) or the Torah, the Hebrew word for 
“law.” 
 
The book of Genesis, meaning “origin” or “beginnings,” was written primarily by Moses, 
as was the rest of the Pentateuch.  Moses lived mostly in the 1400s BC.  The 
information he wrote about before his time had been passed down orally through 
generations as Jewish leaders instructed the people and parents taught their children. 
 
The first 11 chapters speak of the origin of all things and people up to the time of 
Abraham.  Chapters 12-50 contain the story of the formation of the nation of Israel with 
the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, etc.  It is all interesting and fairly fast reading. 
 
It will take 15 days to read through these chapters.  Don’t get hung up on the many 
names you encounter.  You will recognize some but don’t be concerned about names 
that are new to you. 
 
The first three chapters are the account of God’s creation, Adam and Eve, and the Fall 
in the Garden of Eden.  It should be familiar material.  Have a good beginning! 
 
 
January 1—Good Morning!  A couple of things struck me this morning that I had not 
noticed before, or have forgotten.  One was that God gave the command about eating 
the forbidden fruit to Adam alone (Gen. 2:17), before Eve was created (2:18ff).  When 
the serpent challenged Eve about the forbidden tree (3:1), she stated the command 
God had given to Adam.  So, Adam had shared the command with Eve and they both 
understood that although spoken only to Adam, it was intended for both of them.  The 
second thing that struck me was that as soon as they partook of the fruit, “the eyes of 
both were opened” (3:7).  The obvious thing they noticed was that they were naked and 
that something was wrong with that, but Eve’s eyes were also opened to realize that 
“the serpent deceived me” (3:13).  She saw the evil of what the serpent did as well as 
the evil of what she had done.  Recognizing that someone deceived us is one thing 
(their sin) but recognizing and admitting that we fell for it (our sin) is an important step 
beyond that. 
 
January 2—Day Two.  Gen. 4-7.  There was something that stood out to me in today’s 
reading in the area of spiritual conditions.  In spite of the deplorable spiritual state of 
people just before the Flood, there were some positive things happening.  After the birth 
of Seth, it mentions that “at that time people began to call upon the name of the Lord” 
(4:26), maybe it was a time of revival.  Five generations later, Enoch came along, a man 
who “walked with God” (5:24) so closely that “God took him” before he died.  Then, in 



6:8, we see Noah as being a man who “found favor in the eyes of the Lord.”  So, in spite 
of evidence of wickedness that we see around us today in our nation and in the world, 
God is still active in stimulating righteous living in the lives of people who are willing to 
submit to Him.  Like Enoch and Noah, we can be lights in our world. 
 
January 3—One Language.  Gen. 8-11.  The statement in 11:1 that “the whole earth 
had one language” appears to contradict the earlier statement in 10:5 that “the 
coastland peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language.”  However, just as 
the detailed description of the creation of Adam and Eve in 2:7ff comes after the earlier 
general statement in 1:27 that God created “male and female,” so it seems to me that 
the statements about language in 10:5 and 11:1 are not in chronological order.  The 
spread of the people descended from Japheth’s sons in 10:5 apparently happened 
chronologically after the people-scattering event at Babel. 
 
January 4— Struggle of Faith. If you are having a problem making Bible reading a 
priority, let me offer a suggestion.  Bill Bright, the founder of Campus Crusade for Christ 
(now Cru) was discipled as a young Christian by Henrietta Mears, the head of Christian 
Education at the First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood.  She had a wonderful 
incentive motto for keeping God’s Word as a top priority in her life and those whom she 
was discipling.  It was simply this: “No Bible?  No breakfast!”  Give the Bible a higher 
priority than food!  I have been practicing that for several years and have found it very 
helpful in putting God first in my day. 
 
January 5—Loser Lot.  Gen. 17-19.  I have always thought of Lot as sort of a loser.  
Yes, he appeared to be wealthy by the size of his herds that had to be separated from 
those of Abram (Gen. 13:6), but he lost all that wealth when the surrounding kings 
captured the people and belongings of Sodom and Gomorrah, including Lot himself 
(14:12).  Abram was not only gracious to his nephew Lot by allowing him to choose the 
best land for his flocks (13:10-11), but he also went after the capturing kings and 
rescued Lot and his belongings (14:16).  In our reading for today, Abram again rescued 
Lot from the intended destruction of Sodom by the LORD (all these capital letters 
indicate Yahweh, here an apparent pre-incarnation visit of the Son of God).  I grant that 
Lot, his subsequently disobedient wife, and incestuous daughters were considered to be 
righteous enough to be rescued from Sodom by the angels; but Lot lost out again in the 
destruction, having to leave behind all his wealth.  Loser Lot!  Am I being too hard on 
him?  Whenever we point an accusing finger at someone, three fingers are pointing 
back at us!  In many ways we, too, are losers.  When we were still sinners, “the Angel of 
the LORD,” offered His life on the cross to rescue us (Rom. 5:8).  Even after becoming 
Christians, there have been many times when we have slipped into sinful situations and 
actions.  Many times, we look like people who don’t deserve to be rescued.  Losers!  I 
am thankful that I have someone even more considerate of my well-being than Uncle 
Abram: One “who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, 
according to the will of our God and Father” (Gal. 1:4).   Like David, I cry out, “Rescue 
me, O my God!” (Ps. 71:4), although I don’t deserve it. 
 



January 6—Tidbits.  Gen. 20-23.  There are so many points of interest in our reading 
for today.  For instance, I know some of you ladies perked up when God told Abraham 
to “do whatever she tells you” (Gen. 21:12).  However, don’t forget that Sarah was 
called “holy” in 1 Pet. 3:5-6 because she obeyed Abraham.  Another interesting thing 
was that for the second time Abraham and Sarah deceived a king about their 
relationship.  Technically, it was true that she was his sister (20:12), but there was an 
attempt to deceive, which is the essence of lying.  Thirdly, immediately after having 
been taken by King Abimelech, apparently because of her beauty, chapter 21 begins 
with Sarah’s pregnancy at the age of 90.  Certainly, there is a time gap between those 
two chapters, or Sarah aged very gracefully!  Fourthly, it struck me that although Gen. 
21:16 said that it was Hagar who “lifted up her voice and wept,” the next verse said that 
it was the voice of Ishmael that God heard.  Was he praying?  Probably.  Lastly, I think it 
is important to note that Gen. 23:1 makes it clear at the beginning of the story about the 
attempted sacrifice of Isaac, that God “tested” Abraham.  Later, when the angel of the 
LORD told Abraham “now I know,” (23:12) it was not that God didn’t know how this was 
going to turn out; it was just completing the “test” of Abraham, who proved by his 
actions that his real intention was to kill Isaac.  Heb. 11:19 informs us that “he 
considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead.” 
 
January 7—Prophet or Fleece-layer?  Gen. 24-25.  I was surprised that God told King 
Abimelech in Gen. 20:7 that Abraham was a prophet.  We see evidence of that in 
today’s reading when Abraham sends his servant to obtain a wife for Isaac, prophesying 
that God “will send his angel before you” (24:7; repeated by the servant in 24:40).  We 
see no physical angelic appearance but we see its activity as God arranges the meeting 
with Rebekah at the well.  Abraham’s servant was not a prophet but was more of a 
fleece-layer.  He was cautious and somewhat doubtful about this mission, but he was 
still respectful toward God.  Being rather distant, he referred to God as “the LORD, the 
God of my master Abraham” (24:12, 27, 48).  His drink-and-water fleece was laid out in 
prayer by the well.  Still not fully convinced, although his fleece requirement was being 
fulfilled before him in vs. 20, the next verse says that he “gazed at her in silence to learn 
whether the LORD had prospered his journey or not.”  As with Gideon’s later 
experience, fleece-laying may be inadequate because it is often accompanied by doubt.  
Our response is often: “Is this really God’s answer”?  It is much better just to trust that 
God will send His angel before us to prepare the way. 
 
January 8—Cheater.  Gen. 25-29.  “He cheats!”  That is the meaning of the name 
Jacob.  Wow, did he ever live up to his name!  And yet, God blessed him far beyond 
what his twin brother received.  We see that as not being fair but that is grace—getting 
the good we do not deserve.  Although God covers our sin in His grace, it should not be 
taken as an excuse for us to go on sinning.  Rather, it should fill us with wonder about 
our Lord’s forgiveness.  Thank Him today that He loves and blesses you in spite of your 
occasional sinful lapses!  In the words of an old hymn: 
 

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 
   Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt, 
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured, 



   There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt. 
 
Grace, grace, God's grace, 
   Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
Grace, grace, God's grace, 
   Grace that is greater than all my sin. 
 

January 9—Cultural Wives.  Gen. 30-32.  Although some of us have read through the 
Bible many times, occasionally we run across something that we had never noticed 
before.  I had one of those moments this morning when I saw that Rachel named 
Bilhah’s sons (30:6, 8) and Leah named Zilpah’s sons (30:11, 13).  This is an interesting 
cultural note.  When the servants were given to Jacob to father children, Rachel and 
Leah called her servant a “wife” (30:4, 9).  Then in a later summary statement (32:22), 
Rachel and Leah are called “wives” and Bilhah and Zilpah are referred to as “two female 
servants.”  So, although these two women were considered to be wives in a child-
bearing sense, they still remained servants in a social sense.  There were many other 
cultural elements in our reading today that are much different than what we are used to.  
What did you see? 
 
January 10—Deceit.  Gen. 33-36.  Jacob’s history, cluttered with deceit, seems to have 
rubbed off onto his sons as they deceive the men of Shechem (34:13) in retaliation for 
the rape and capture (34:26) of their sister Dinah.  They were not the only deceitful ones 
in this story, however.  Shechem and his father Hamor convinced the men of their city to 
submit to the circumcision requirement of Jacob’s sons because they eventually thought 
they could gain “their livestock, their property, and all their beasts” (34:23).  Lust, rape, 
revenge, deceit, murder—not the best story to read to your young kids or grandkids!  
The Bible doesn’t hide the sins of even its “stars.”  God still loved them and He still 
loves us! 
 
January 11—Family Reunion.  Gen. 37-40.  In the story of Joseph being sold into 
slavery, the people who bought him were called both Ishmaelites (37:25, 27, 28; 39:1) 
and Midianites (37:28, 36).  Ishmael was a son of Abraham through the slave-wife 
Hagar (16:15) and Midian was Abraham’s son through his second wife Keturah (25:1-2).  
These traveling merchants were likely a mixed group composed primarily of 
descendants of these two sons of Abraham.  It was a family reunion of sorts when they 
met the descendants of Isaac!  God moves people around to accomplish His will and He 
is still doing that with you and me.  It may look like a coincidence but it may really be 
God’s history-directing hand at work. 
 
January 12—Cows and Corn.  Gen. 41-42.  I remember in seminary when my OT 
professor pointed out how the Hebrews tended to be repetitious in relating stories.  This 
is what happens in the story of Joseph’s interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream about the 
cows and corn.  We are told the details of the dream at the beginning of chapter 41.  
Then we read the facts of the whole dream again beginning in 41:17.  In the second 
rendering, we learn something new, i.e., the thin, ugly cows were just as thin and ugly 
after they ate the fat cows.  That is an important addition to the story and fits in well with 



the interpretation.  So, when you run into repeated stories in our journey through the 
Bible, make sure you don’t skim over the second or third time it is told.  Look for new 
information that may add important elements to your understanding. 
 
January 13—Special Treatment.  Gen. 43-45.  I love the story of Joseph.  It is filled 
with so many fingerprints of God.  Today’s reading shows the power of forgiveness.  
After all the evil his brothers had done to him, Joseph thoroughly forgave them and did 
good things for them.  My namesake Benjamin really gets special treatment from 
Joseph—five times more food and clothes than were given to the other brothers.  
Joseph finds out in 44:27 that Benjamin is not only the brother he has never seen, but 
that he is a full brother, the son of Rachel, Joseph’s own mother.  Let’s look for God’s 
fingerprints in what happens in our lives today.  Look for evidence of His orchestrating 
circumstances to accomplish His good plan.  See how He changes hearts to do things 
that are not normal, like forgiving others. 
 
January 14—Not Like Us.  Gen. 46-48.  The Egyptians were prejudiced against 
shepherds.  Gen. 46:34 says that all shepherds were an “abomination,” or were 
disgusting to them.  We ran across this word earlier in our reading when Joseph could 
not eat with the Egyptians, “because ... that is an abomination to the Egyptians” (43:32).  
The Egyptians were racially prejudiced against Hebrews, even though Joseph may 
have been the only Hebrew they knew personally at the time!  He was the second-
highest ruler in Egypt but he couldn’t eat with Egyptians because he was a foreigner.  I 
recently saw the excellent movie “Hidden Figures.”  It is the true story of three brilliant 
black women in the NASA program, who helped John Glenn become the first American 
to orbit the earth in 1962.  It is also an embarrassing story of deep racial prejudice in the 
South, where one of these ladies, critical to the space program, had to walk a half-mile 
to use the restroom because there were only “white restrooms” in the building where 
she worked.  Rejection of others because they are “not like us” should be an 
abomination to every Christian who follows the God who “so loved the world ...” 
 
January 15 (no assignment) 
 
January 16—Signs.  Ex. 1-4.  We have completed our first book.  Only 65 to go! :-)  I 
hope you are keeping pace and are enjoying the richness of God’s Word.  Today we 
start the story of the exodus of God’s chosen people after four centuries of slavery in 
Egypt.  When God called Moses to lead this exodus and Moses complained about his 
inability, God said that He would give him a sign: “... when you have brought the people 
out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain” (3:13).  I have often thought, “What 
kind of a sign is that?!”  If I were Moses, I would want a sign now that God would 
accomplish what He said He would do later.  But I see there are two kinds of signs God 
gives in Scripture.  One is a sign of promise.  We will see an example of that tomorrow 
when God gives a useable sign for Moses so that the leaders of Israel will believe that 
God sent him.  He turned a staff into a snake, and then back into a staff again.  The sign 
God gave to Moses in our passage for today, however, is a sign of proof.  It comes after 
the miracle.  It is a sign that says, when you look back on this, it will be proof to you that 
the LORD (Yahweh) was the one who accomplished it.  We tend to be more oriented 



toward looking for promise signs that God will do something but we need to improve our 
ability to see the signs of proof that it was God who caused good things to happen in 
our lives and ministries. 
 
January 17—Exodus.   Ex. 5-8.  Like Genesis, Exodus is a historical narrative, tracing 
the formation and development of God’s chosen people: the descendants of the 
patriarch Abraham through his son Isaac.  It shows God “remembering” the covenant 
promises He had made to Abraham and confirmed to Isaac and Jacob.  He pledged that 
He would develop them into a numberless nation and give them the land occupied by 
Canaanites and other people groups.  The first half of Exodus is as interesting reading 
as Genesis, but it will begin to stretch our concentration and tenacity when we get to 
chapter 19 with detailed instructions from God regarding laws that His people are to 
obey.  We will see God’s miraculous deliverance of the Hebrews from their bondage in 
Egypt through Moses, including the escape through the Red Sea.  Problems are 
encountered, like the need for drinking water and food, but God supplied.  The people 
often rebel against Moses, including the golden calf incident.  So, there is a lot of 
excitement ahead of us as well as the challenge of reading about many laws.  Hang in 
there! 
 
January 18—Purposes.  Ex. 9-11.  God has a purpose through all of these plagues in 
Egypt.  Actually, there are two main purposes.  The practical one is to release His 
chosen people from their slavery so He could bring them to the Promised Land pledged 
to Abraham.  The other purpose is to declare to the world who He is: Yahweh (the 
LORD), God Almighty.  He even hardened the heart of Pharaoh in order to amplify this 
divine statement.  This declaration was intended not only for the Egyptians but also for 
the Hebrews; and it was not only for that time but for generations to come: “...that you 
may tell in the hearing of your son and of your grandson how I have dealt harshly with 
the Egyptians and what signs I have done among them, that you may know that I am 
the LORD” (10:2).  What God has done helps us to know who God is: powerful and 
purposeful.  We are a part of the telling-generation. 
 
January 19—Gradual Guidance.  Ex. 12-14.  I was struck today by how gradually God 
revealed His plans to Moses.  God promised that He would “get glory over Pharaoh” 
(14:4), but didn’t tell Moses how it would happen.  When the trapped Hebrews saw the 
Egyptian army approaching, they leveled their first of many complaints about Moses’ 
leadership (14:11-12).  Moses responded that they should be silent and unafraid 
because the LORD would fight for them and deliver them (14:13-14).  He didn’t tell them 
how God was going to do it, because he didn’t know yet.  Only after that, in vs. 15, God 
told Moses what to do with his staff to part the sea and lead the people to the other side.  
Again, God promised that He would “get glory over Pharaoh” (14:18), but didn’t explain 
how He would do it.  It wasn’t until all Israel had crossed over that God told Moses how 
He would get glory over Pharaoh: by instructing Moses to stretch his hand over the sea 
to close the sea over the pursuing Egyptians (14:26).  Here, Moses reminds me of the 
faith of Abraham who obeyed God by setting out on a trip without knowing where and by 
preparing to offer his son as a sacrifice without knowing how God was going to keep His 
promise to build a nation through Isaac.  Sometimes we don’t know how good could 



come out of obeying a particular New Testament command, but if we just obey, being 
silent and unafraid, we will also see the salvation of the LORD. 
 
January 20—What Is It?  Ex. 15-17.  I love it that we know God’s 40-year miraculous 
provision as “manna,” Hebrew for “What is it?” It was so mysterious that the Israelites 
couldn’t come up with a name for it. Every morning “What is it?” covered the ground to 
be collected and baked (bread?) or boiled (bagels?). Not only was the substance 
mysterious, so was how it was provided. For six straight days, it appeared on the 
ground but didn’t show up on the seventh day. That is a fingerprint of God! It was 
miraculously provided for six days and miraculously withheld for one day, a change that 
could not be attributed to coincidence. It was also mysterious in its ability to survive, 
lasting for only one day for five of the days, but on the sixth day, it would last for two 
days. God’s fingerprint again! “What is it?” I don’t know, but God did it! 
 
January 21—Able Men.  Ex. 18-20.  Yesterday, the 45th President of the United States 
was sworn in.  The transition team is headed by Vice-President Mike Pence, who said, 
“I am a Christian, a conservative, and a Republican, in that order.”  That team is still in 
the process of selecting people to hold high positions of influence and leadership in our 
nation.  The best people are needed, and we should be praying for God’s direction in 
choosing them.  In our reading for today, Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, recommended 
that “able men” be chosen to serve as judges for the people.  What makes these men 
“able”?  They were “men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a bribe” (18:21).  
We need those kinds of people today to help lead our nation in ways that please God.  
Please pray with me that “able” people will be chosen and will maintain high moral 
standards in their leadership roles in the years ahead. 
 
January 22—Uncomfortable Laws.  Ex. 21-23.  I didn’t like some of the civil laws I 
read today.  Some of God’s laws don’t seem fair to me.  But, we know that God is good, 
just, all-wise, and loving; so what He commands is right.  We may react negatively to 
some of it because we don’t understand the times and culture of the people who first 
heard these words.  We may also disagree because our own thinking, molded by 
cultural influence, is wrong.  “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, declares the LORD” (Isa. 55:8).  
 
January 23—Acacia Wood.  Ex. 24-26.  The instructions for making the tabernacle 
impressed on me the great quantity of material things the people brought with them out 
of Egypt.  For example, the acacia wood would probably not be found in the dry 
wilderness area they were in following their escape from slavery.  The Ark of the 
Covenant, a box approximately 4x2x2 feet with two long poles to carry it, was made of 
acacia wood, as was the Table for the Bread of the Presence.  Almost 50 wall frames 
18-feet tall for the tabernacle were made of acacia wood.  To me, that makes the 
crossing of the Red Sea an even greater spectacle.  There were not only more than a 
million people and their animals, but they carried all of these material things with them 
as well.  How many of them thought: “I should bring along an 18-foot plank of acacia 
wood to make a coffee table someday”?  My guess is that it was God who impressed on 
them to bring all of these things that would be needed to make the tabernacle. 



 
January 24—High Priest Garment.  Ex. 27-29.  There is a very detailed 
description of the garment to be worn by Aaron, the first High Priest.  The 
ESV Study Bible has an artist’s rendition of what it looked like.  I also 
noticed that in the instruction about the bull sacrificed to dedicate Aaron 
and his sons, the fat was to be burned on the altar (29:13).  I know this part 
of the Bible is not exactly exciting and you may have difficulty trying to find 
points of application but please keep on being faithful in reading every day. 
 
January 25—Finger of God.  Ex. 30-32.  There were many things in this passage that 
God called holy.  The table of incense was even “most holy” (30:10); the carefully 
blended anointing oil (30:25) was holy; the formula for mixing the incense was “most 
holy” (30:36).  The Sabbath was so holy that anyone desecrating it by working would be 
put to death (31:14-15).  Then, with all this emphasis on the importance of holiness and 
the severe penalties involved, I would have expected Moses to be very afraid to throw 
down and break the holy stone tablets containing the commandments that God had just 
written with His finger!  But Moses smashed them and God did nothing to punish him.  
Why not?  It seems to me that God’s harsh punishments were connected with people 
who dishonored Him by their actions, whereas Moses was honoring God when he 
violently demonstrated his displeasure about the people’s disrespect for God in making 
and worshipping a golden calf image.  If honoring God is our constant motive, we need 
not fear His displeasure or punishment. 
 
January 26—First Things First.  Ex. 33-35. Just like before (24:18), Moses was on the 
mountain 40 days and nights, but when he returned this time, the people had not sinned 
in his long absence (34:30).  One of the Ten Commandments on the new stone tablets 
was emphasized again: keeping the Sabbath.  It was so important that the LORD 
warned them that they were to take this day as a day of rest even during plowing and 
harvest time (34:21).  Are you putting God first in your life?  How about reading the 
Bible every day, even on busy days?  Are you making it a “first”?  I had never done it 
before, but this year I have been practicing the rule mentioned earlier that Henrietta 
Mears used and taught those she mentored, including Bill Bright of Campus Crusade: 
“No Bible?  No breakfast!”  That ensures that you put first things first.  If you don't have 
time for reading the Bible, you should not have time for breakfast either.  If you are 
having trouble reading every day because of the pressures of “plowing and harvest 
time,” you might try following Bill Bright’s practice. 
  
January 27—Gregarious Giving.  Ex. 36-38.  I saw a lot about contributions in our 
reading today.  The Israelites gave so enthusiastically toward the project of building the 
tabernacle that they had to be restrained (36:6).  Oh, that we would be as enthusiastic 
about giving to the general support of God’s work as we are when an interesting 
monetary challenge is presented to us!  The total amount of gold contributed was over 
757 pounds (343 kilograms).  At the current price of gold, that is worth over $22 million.  
“Stop giving!  We have too much!”  Something I had missed earlier (25:11), when God 
gave instructions about making the Ark of the Covenant, was that even the inside of it 
was covered with gold (37:2).  Even the women gave up their bronze mirrors to make 



the wash basin (38:8).  When a woman is willing to part with her mirror, she is giving 
gregariously! 
 
January 28—Accountability.  Ex. 39-40.  One year after leaving Egypt, the tabernacle 
was constructed in the wilderness (40:17), and it was set up in just one day!  What a 
task!  It reminds me of the barn-raising efforts in the American Midwest where a whole 
community gathered together to construct a barn for a neighbor in a short amount of 
time.  We are finishing another chapter today in our experience of reading through the 
Bible.  This will take a whole year, not just one day.  I hope you are doing well.  When I 
presented this project to the adult class I teach in our church, I asked them to make a 
commitment to do this and to agree to be held accountable.  Accepting accountability is 
a good incentive for faithfulness.  Master motivator Tony Robbins said: “By the first 
week in February, 85% of the people have already broken their New Year’s resolution.”  
The promise you made a month ago was as the beginning of the year but it was not a 
New Year’s resolution; it was a commitment to God. 
 
January 29—Leviticus.  Lev. 1-4.  The title “Leviticus” comes from the Greek 
translation of the OT, meaning “things concerning Levites,” but it contains much more, 
things that affect all the Israelites, like how to be forgiven for sin.  The primary emphasis 
is on how to be holy in God’s sight, first in the area of rituals of worship (ch. 1-16) and 
then in ethical practice (ch. 17-27).  One purpose of the ritual acts is to move one from a 
condition of being “unclean” to being “clean,” qualifying one to participate in further acts 
of worship.  It is a bit like obtaining a license in order to drive a car.  We won’t 
understand the “why” of many of the ritual requirements but we can see that many of 
them point ahead to the Lamb of God, whose one-time sacrifice finally provided a 
permanent solution for mankind’s need of forgiveness.  As the second half of Leviticus 
and the New Testament tells us, following God involves more than ritual worship.  Holy 
living must extend to the street—how we live in the world daily.  We are probably seen 
by the world as being “religious” when we attend church weekly.  They see us as being 
“holy” when our daily lives are very different from theirs, e.g., when we react to 
opposition kindly.  I recently saw a contestant on Jeopardy who shared that she and her 
fiancé had a valued dog (implying that they were living together).  Then she stated, 
rather proudly, that she teaches Sunday school.  The world doesn’t see her as “holy,” 
but only “religious.”  Except for Sunday, she apparently lives on the same moral plane 
as they do. 
 
January 30—Providing for Priests.  Lev. 5-7.  Aaron had four sons who served as 
priests: Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.  Their food was very well supplied by 
God through receiving portions from offerings we read about today.  With over 600,000 
men among the Israelites, there would have been abundant provision for those priests 
who served God in the tabernacle.  I am sure that much excess food had to be burned 
on the altar because it was too much for them to eat, especially after the two older sons 
lost their lives (tomorrow’s reading) for their own sin, leaving only two.  We should not 
begrudge amply supplying for our pastors because God has shown that He cares about 
them.   
 



January 31—The Fear of the Lord.  Lev. 8-10.  It is appropriate to be reminded about 
the “fear of the LORD” in our reading for today.  God had given very specific commands 
about what should be done in the dedication ceremonies for the tabernacle and the 
priests.  Aaron’s two older sons apparently thought they would get extra credit by doing 
something that God had not commanded, and they paid for it with their lives.  Later, the 
two younger sons failed to do something they were commanded to do but their penalty 
was only that Moses got angry with them (10:16).  Some of this is puzzling, but what is 
clear is that obeying God is a serious matter.  Thankfully, we no longer live under the 
Law, but under grace.  But it is the same God we serve today—Yahweh, who is very 
serious about the importance of obedience.   
 


