
January 
ABC — Chronological Bible  

(Back to the Bible format--2018) 
  
January 1 — Gen. 1-3 — It Was So; It Was Good.  Six times in the first chapter, when God spoke 
and something was created, the conclusion was that “it was so.”  It sounds so easy—speaking things 
into existence!  Also, at the conclusion of each of these creation events it says that “God saw that it 
was good.”  Creation was not only easy for God, but it was also perfect.  Well, it was almost perfect 
because God had left one thing undone—creating a mate for Adam.  Of that omission, God said, “It is 
not good” (2:18).  After Eve was formed from his rib, Adam had his own way of saying, “it was good.”  
He said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” (2:23).  In the third chapter, “not 
good” things began to happen as Adam and Eve disobeyed God.  That situation continues today: 
God’s way is perfect but our disobedience makes our way rough, filled with pain and regret.  
 
January 2 — Gen. 4-7 — Walking with God.  There are two men in these chapters who are said to 
have “walked with God.”  Enoch was the first (5:21).  He came along in the sixth generation after 
Adam.  The result of his close connection with God allowed him to miraculously escape death, “for 
God took him” (5:24).  The second man with this kind of relationship with God was Noah, who was in 
the ninth generation after Adam: “Noah walked with God” (6:9).  Because of Noah’s righteous living 
and obedience, God also allowed him to escape death, at least the death caused by the universal 
flood.  In those times of very long lives, Noah lived for another 350 years after the flood before he 
died naturally (9:29).  Righteous living obviously pleases God and those who are alive when Christ 
returns will also escape death by being “caught up” to be with Him.  But even if our life here ends in 
our natural death, we need to make the focus of our lives to be pleasing God, walking with Him in 
fellowship and obedience.  
 
January 3 — Gen. 8-11 — Exalting Oneself.  These chapters identify the descendants of Noah with 
the specific intent of showing the lineage of Abram (later called Abraham) through Noah’s son Shem.  
Following the flood, God promised that He would never destroy sinful man like that again but He did 
acknowledge that the sinfulness of man continued to exist: “… the intention of man’s heart is evil from 
his youth” (8:21).  This widespread sinfulness was revealed again in chapter 11 with the sin of pride.  
In determining to build a great city and a high tower, the people said, “let us make a name for 
ourselves” (11:4).  That attitude continues today and is a temptation for us.  The purpose for the 
believer, however, should be to make God famous, to exalt Him rather than ourselves. 
 
January 4 — Job 1-5 — Job’s Troubles.  The author of this book is unknown and the time that Job 
lived is not certain.  The fact that this book is placed here in our chronological reading order assumes 
that he lived near the time of Abram before 2100 B.C.  Job lived in Uz (1:1), where the descendants 
of Esau (Edom) later dwelt, southeast of the Dead Sea.  Job was both rich and righteous but this 
“privileged position” was challenged by Satan.  To prove Job’s integrity, God allowed Satan to first 
take away all his wealth and his descendants.  But Job’s response was to worship God (1:20) and he 
“did not sin or charge God with wrong” (1:22).  It is hard for us to do the same after a loss, isn’t it?  
Secondly, God allowed Satan to attack Job’s health with “loathsome sores” (2:7) that covered his 
body.  Although he complained, “Job did not sin with his lips” (2:10).  Then came his so-called 
counselors.  His wife was the first one to advise him: “Curse God and die” (2:9).  Next came his 
insensitive friends to “comfort” him.  Eliphaz began with his unwise theme of, “Who that was innocent 
ever perished?” (4:7).  Like Job, we need to filter the advice we get from others.  Does it reflect or 
does it oppose what God has said in His Word? 
 
January 5 — Job 6-9 — Life is Not Fair.  Although Job maintained that he was righteousness, he 
continued his complaint.  He said, “I have not denied the words of the Holy One” (6:10), “I am in the 
right” (9:15), and “I am blameless” (9:21).  Yet, he said, “in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain” 



(7:11) and twice he said, “I loathe my life” (7:16, 9:21).  Life sometimes seems unfair.  We try to live a 
godly life but bad things still happen to us.  We shouldn’t be surprised, however, because Paul 
promised that “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 
3:12).  Bildad asserted that “God will not reject a blameless man” (8:20) but the whole book of Job 
shows that, at least temporarily, God does allow bad things to happen to good people.  Job was not 
aware of the heavenly contest between Satan and God nor do we know the purposes of God in many 
of our own circumstances.  Nevertheless, we must continue to be faithful and trust an all-knowing and 
all-loving God.  
 
January 6 — Job 10-13 — Empty Advice.  The third friend of Job speaks up in chapter 11.  Zophar 
seems to represent those today who claim that nothing but blessing comes to those who love and 
serve God.  He told Job that he wasn’t as innocent as he thought: “God exacts of you less than your 
guilt deserves” (11:6).  Rather, Zophar thought, those who are really righteous “will be secure and will 
not fear” (11:15).  Their “life will be brighter” (11:17) and “many will court your favor” (11:19).  Job’s 
rather strong evaluation of these three friends was that they were “worthless physicians” (13:4) who 
“speak falsely for God” (13:7) with “proverbs of ashes … defenses of clay” (13:12).  Job was still 
confused about why calamity had fallen on him.  He said to God, “you know that I am not guilty” 
(10:7) but asked Him, “let me know why you contend against me” (10:2).  But even in his confusion, 
he declared, “Though he slay me, I will hope in him” (13:15).  That is a good perspective for us, too. 
 
January 7 — Job 14-16 — Hopeless.  Job was feeling hopeless.  Even “a tree, if it be cut down” has 
hope “that it will sprout again” (14:7) but “if a man dies, shall he live again?” (14:14).  He told God that 
“you destroy the hope of man” (14:19).  Job had a limited view of God’s purposes for man on earth.  
This part of Job’s life was a test and it was a big struggle.  Although he was confused about why God 
was allowing him to be abused in this way, he remained faithful: “there is no violence in my hands, 
and my prayer is pure” (16:17).  Is there something in your life that feels hopeless for you?  We must 
remember that life is also a test for us and we must remain faithful to God.  We know what lies 
beyond the grave for us. 
 
January 8 — Job 17-20 — Hope Restored.  While two of his friends continued to accuse him of 
wrong, Job remained in the dumps, describing all his woes.  He asked, “Where is my hope?” (17:15).  
He lamented being abandoned by those closest to him (19:14) and what looked like being deserted 
by God (19:7).  He concluded that “my hope has he pulled up like a tree” (19:10).  Present 
circumstances looked very bad for him but there was hope for the future.  In a beautiful statement of 
restored hope, Job exclaimed, “I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the 
earth.  And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God” (19:25-26).  As 
bad as some circumstances may get for us on earth, we can have the hope of God’s ultimate victory 
and our eternal reward in heaven. 
 
January 9 — Job 21-23 — Triangle of Confusion.  Job argues here that many evil people do 
flourish: “They spend their days in prosperity, and in peace go down to Sheol [the place of the dead]” 
(21:13).  That confused him.  Then Eliphaz returned to his earlier claim that Job was being punished 
because of wrongdoing: “Is not your evil abundant?  There is no end to your iniquities” (22:5).  After 
that, he suggested five evil acts that Job had probably committed.  Job was also confused because 
although he searched for God, he could not find him (23:3).  If he could, he knew that he “would be 
acquitted forever” (23:7) because he said, “I have kept his way and have not turned aside” (23:11).  It 
all seemed so unfair—seeing evil people prosper, being falsely accused by friends, and feeling 
abandoned by God.  When we get confused about life, we should remember Job.  He was righteous 
and God did love him but he had to wait for God’s timing to be informed and restored. 
 
January 10 — Job 24-28 — Finding Wisdom.  A man digs in the earth to find gold and other 
precious and useful materials but Job asked, “where shall wisdom be found?” (28:12).  The answer 



lies buried in the fact that “God understands the way to it” (28:23).  He gave us a two-step way to 
discover wisdom: “…the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding” 
(28:28).  Fearing the Lord is not only being in awe of His greatness but also being afraid of His 
discipline when we are tempted to intentionally sin against Him.  God is the treasure-source of 
wisdom and His Word is filled with jewels of wisdom.  We need to dig diligently and frequently into the 
message of the Bible to mine out its precious and useful treasures. 
 
January 11 — Job 29-31 — If.  Job concluded his major statements in chapter 29 with a 
concentration on “if only…” thoughts, as he longed for his earlier life of blessing, respect, and service 
to others.  “If only I could go back to the good old days!”  In the next chapter, Job regretted his 
present condition.  Instead of respect, “they laugh at me” (30:1), “they abhor me” (31:10), and “they 
promote my calamity” (30:13).  He even felt that God was against him: “God has cast me into the 
mire” (30:19).  Chapter 31 has a defensive “if I had…” focus.  Seventeen times Job defended his 
righteous living with “if I had…” statements: If I had been false (31:5), “turned aside” (31:7), “enticed 
toward a woman” (31:9), etc.  He claimed innocence in all of those situations.  Job’s 17 “ifs” looked 
back into his past.  Instead of looking backward with regret, as Mark Batterson’s book “If” says, we 
should be forward-looking with faith-filled eyes, anticipating “what if” thoughts.  What if I continue 
reading God’s Word every day for the rest of my life?  What if I shared my conversion story with my 
neighbor or fellow worker?  What if …? 
 
January 12 — Job 32-34 — Young Wisdom?  We are now introduced to the fourth “friend” who 
came to visit Job in his distress, young Elihu.  When I was a new Christian, I was impressed with 
Elihu.  Now I realize that my attraction was primarily because I was also young and identified with his 
brash ways.  Elihu really didn’t respect age, although he waited to speak until the three older friends 
and Job had run out of words.  He basically said that it wasn’t through living long that one becomes 
wise but by “the breath of the Almighty, that makes him understand” (32:8), therefore, a young man 
could even be wiser than an old man.  Now that I am an octogenarian, I appreciate Elihu a lot less!  It 
is true that it is God who teaches all of us, but people who have lived a long time in obedience to God 
have had a lot more opportunities to learn from Him.  Wherever we are on the continuum of years, we 
need to concentrate on being taught from God, and He will accumulate that understanding as we 
grow into old age. 
 
January 13 — Job 35-37 — Turning toward God.  Elihu continues his long discourse in these 
chapters.  He maintained some of the false ideas of his three friends, including the belief that all 
troubles were God’s rebuke for wrongdoing.  One good thing that he did contribute, however, was his 
focus on the greatness of God (“I have yet something to say on God’s behalf…”—36:1).  Although he 
still had some erroneous ideas about God, he turned the whole discussion toward heaven, from 
which God would begin to respond in chapter 38.  God is “mighty” (36:5), powerful (36:5, 37:23), 
“great” (36:26), does “wondrous works,” and “is perfect in knowledge” (37:16).  Elihu and his friends 
didn’t have the written Word of God like we do and even though our knowledge of God is limited, all 
we need to know about Him is revealed to us in the Bible.  The rest we can learn in heaven.  
 
January 14 — Job 38-39 — Limited Understanding.  Although God had declared that Job was 
“blameless and upright, one who feared God” (1:1), here He indicates that Job had spoken “words 
without knowledge” (38:2).  Apparently, Job thought he understood a lot more than he actually did.  
God then went through a list of things that He knew but mankind does not understand—things about 
the creation of the universe and the characteristics and unobserved habits of animal life.  It is 
interesting that after pointing out Job’s lack of understanding, God mentioned a similar characteristic 
of the ostrich: “God has … given her no share in understanding” (39:17).  Although limited, man’s 
ability to understand is far greater than the ostrich, and God’s understanding is way greater than the 
difference between a man and an ostrich.  All the knowledge we need in this life is given to us His 
Word.  All that we need to know about God is contained there as well. 



 
January 15 — Job 40-42 — Creator Above Creature.  God described two wonderful and powerful 
creatures that He had made: the land-going Behemoth and the sea-going Leviathan, huge animals 
that probably no longer exist.  If God could make them, shouldn’t the Creator be considered more 
wonderful and powerful than what He created?  God concluded, “Who then is he who can stand 
before me?” (41:10).  Job finally confessed, “I have uttered what I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me” (42:3).  Then God humbled Job’s three friends (ignoring young Elihu!) by telling 
them to go to Job and offer burnt offerings so Job could pray for them (42:8).  Job’s compensation 
was to sire again seven sons and three daughters and to gain twice as much wealth in livestock than 
he had before (42:12-13).  The story of Job was about a test for him but it is a lesson for us.  We are 
also to be godly, humble, faithful, and enduring through trouble. 
 
January 16 — Genesis 12-15 — Struggle of Faith (approximate period: 2091 - 2081 B.C.).  
According to a Bible timeline (www.BibleHub.com), the events of these chapters occurred in the years 
2091 - 2081 B.C.  Abram, later called Abraham, is known as the Father of Faith (Rom. 4:11-12) 
because of what is said here: “And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness” 
(15:6).  Abraham had great faith but it was not perfect.  He lapsed before and after God made this 
statement about him.  Although God had promised him, “To your offspring I will give this land” (12:7), 
later he thought that the Egyptians “will kill me” (12:12) because of his wife’s beauty.  He didn’t 
believe that God would protect him long enough to produce offspring!  He also wavered in faith after 
God’s statement of approval.  When God, again, promised the land, Abraham said, “O Lord GOD, 
how am I to know that I shall possess it?” (15:8).  He was asking for proof, which was a lack of faith.  
We also struggle with faith, sometimes believing and sometimes doubting.  Though not perfect, 
however, Abraham’s faith is still our model. 
 
How are you doing so far in keeping up with these readings?  If you are having a problem making 
Bible reading a priority, let me offer a suggestion.  Bill Bright, the founder of Campus Crusade for 
Christ (now Cru) was discipled as a young Christian by Henrietta Mears, the head of Christian 
Education at the First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood.  She had a wonderful incentive motto for 
keeping God’s Word as a top priority in her life and those whom she was discipling.  It was simply 
this: “No Bible?  No breakfast!”  Give the Bible a higher priority than food!  I have been practicing that 
for several years and have found it very helpful in putting God first in my day. 
 
January 17 — Genesis 16-18 — Everlasting Covenants (period of 2081 - 2067 BC).  God 
established “an everlasting covenant” (17:7) with Abraham and his descendants to be their God and 
to give them “all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession” (17:8).  The sign of sharing in that 
covenant (17:11) was for all males to be circumcised—a bloody, painful, and permanent sign.  When 
Jesus came, He also established a covenant with people would choose to follow Him.  At the Last 
Supper, before Jesus died, He said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood” (1 Cor. 11:25)—
another everlasting covenant between God and man that involved blood and pain.  The writer of 
Hebrews called it “the blood of the eternal covenant” (Heb. 13:20).  Two everlasting covenants, one 
with the promise of an earthly dwelling place in Canaan and the other with the promise of an eternal 
dwelling place in heaven. 
 
January 18 — Genesis 19-21 — Kept from Sinning (about 2067 - 2066 BC).  One particular phrase 
stood out for me as I read these chapters.  It was what God said to the Philistine King Abimelech in a 
dream: “It was I who kept you from sinning against me” (20:6).  Both Abraham and Sarah had 
deceived Abimelech by hiding their marital relationship and this beautiful woman was taken into the 
king’s harem.  The warning dream prevented the king from sinning by having sexual relations with 
Abraham’s wife.  It seems strange that God stepped in to keep the unbeliever, Abimelech, from 
sinning but didn’t prevent the believing Abraham and Sarah from being deceivers.  God is able to 
keep people from sinning but that is not the norm.  We are responsible to God as believers to choose 



to be obedient to Him by being honest and pure in all our dealings with people around us.  We will 
have opportunities today to make choices about sin; let us resolve now that we will say “No!” at those 
times. 
 
January 19 — Genesis 22-24 — Testing (period of 2054 - 2026 BC).  There are two stories about 
testing in these chapters.  First, “God tested Abraham” (22:1) to see if he would be willing to obey 
Him always.  Abraham passed the supreme test of being willing to offer his son Isaac as a burnt 
offering.  He not only obeyed God but he believed Him as well.  The faith chapter in Hebrews says 
that it was “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac” (Heb. 11:17).  What was his 
faith?  “He considered that God was able to even raise him from the dead” (Heb. 11:19).  He passed 
that test and God rescued Isaac by providing an animal for the sacrifice (Gen. 22:13).  The second 
test was one that Abraham’s servant presented to God regarding how he would know which woman 
“you have appointed for your servant Isaac” (24:14).  That test worked out well also as God presented 
beautiful Rebekah to be Isaac’s wife.  God tests us every day to see how willing we are to obey Him 
during times of temptation and trial.  Let us resolve now to be obedient when it is not convenient or 
even desired. 
 
 
This table shows Isaac’s family 
relationship to Rebekah (22:20-23): 
 
 
 
 

January 20 — Genesis 25-26 — Provision’s Values (period of 2006 - 1977 BC).  We have already 
learned that God had blessed Abraham with many possessions.  Now, as he came close to death, 
“Abraham gave all he had to Isaac” (25:5), his divinely-promised son and sole heir.  Esau was the 
first-born son of Isaac, which was a privilege that included the birthright of inheriting the majority of 
the father’s possessions, which were many because of all that Isaac had received from Abraham.  
But because he was hungry one day, “Esau despised his birthright” (25:34), saying, “of what use is a 
birthright to me?” (25:32), and he gave his birthright Jacob.  Esau’s culture had provided future wealth 
for him but he gave it up for something of less value that he wanted immediately.  That sad example 
remains a common temptation today: giving up long-term provision for short-term pleasure.  Instead, 
we need to keep our eyes on our long-term commitment to the valuable life and rewards God has 
waiting for us. 
 
January 21 — Genesis 27-29 — Rightly Named (period of 1929 – 1921 BC).  When it came to 
honesty, Jacob was a rascal and his mother wasn’t much better.  Both of them deceived to 
accomplish their own ends.  Esau exclaimed that his fraternal twin was rightly named (27:36) 
because Jacob means, “he cheats.”  In spite of Jacob’s dishonest ways, however, God was willing to 
bless him and allow His promise to Abraham to be carried through his grandson Jacob.  Then, 
another cheater was added to the story when Laban pulled a fast one on Jacob by giving him 
unattractive Leah instead of beautiful Rachel as his first wife.  This dumping of Leah, and having to 
work another seven years for Rachel, served as an ironic punishment for Jacob’s earlier deceiving 
acts.  That God is patient and forgiving should never be an excuse for us to commit sin but it is nice to 
know that He is still willing to forgive us and continue to carry out His plan to bless and use us for His 
glory. 
 
January 22 — Genesis 30-31 — Dealing with Deception (period of 1921 – 1908 BC).  We see more 
deception in these chapters, not only with “he-cheats” Jacob but also with Rachel and Laban.  When 
Laban delayed Jacob’s leaving by telling him, “Name your wages” (30:28), Jacob chose the non-white 
sheep and goats and ironically declared, “my honesty will answer for me” (30:33).  He then attempted 



to manipulate the mating of the flocks to benefit himself.  Still, he insisted to Rachel and Leah that, 
“your father has cheated me” (31:7).  On the other hand, Laban saw Jacob as a deceiver, saying to 
him, “you have tricked me” (31:26).  Rachel became a thief, stealing her father’s idols (31:19), 
deceived him, and perhaps lied to him by claiming to be in “the way with women” (31:35) in order to 
hide the stolen idols by sitting on them.  I wonder how much God sees in us as being like these 
ancient sinful characters when we intentionally deceive and manipulate others?  It certainly saddens 
Him but He patiently forgives and continues to prod us with discipline to walk in the way of the 
righteousness He has set before us. 
 
January 23 — Genesis 32-34 — Desperate Prayer (about 1906 BC).  I was impressed with the 
prayer of Jacob when he heard that Esau was coming to meet him with 400 men, which was certainly 
a threatening show of strength.  Jacob was very specific as to how he addressed God, praying to the 
“God of … Abraham and … Isaac” (32:9), also calling Him “the LORD” (Yahweh), the name of God.  
He then reminded God of the promises made to him, promises to “do you good” (see 31:3) and to 
“make your offspring as the sand of the sea” (32:12).  If God had told him to return to the land of his 
birth and promised to be with him, certainly He should protect him.  Jacob also showed humility in his 
prayer by saying, “I am not worthy” (32:10) of what God had done for him.  He recognized that God 
was the source for providing his four wives, at least 12 children, and so many animals that he could 
offer a gift of at least 550 of them to appease Esau.  If that gift were 10% of his animals, he was very 
wealthy!  Then came the request: “Please deliver me!”  When you have a desperate prayer for God’s 
help, remember how Jacob prayed: specifically, trustingly, humbly, and thankfully. 
 
January 24 — Genesis 35-37 — Twisting Prophecy (period of 1906 - 1898 BC).  Joseph had two 
dreams that suggested he would rule over his family.  They were dreams from God that predicted 
something to be realized much later in Egypt.  God can predict the future because He not only sees 
the future but He can also control it.  In fact, He sits outside the realm of time, seeing the future as 
clearly as the past.  Joseph’s dreams bothered his father but infuriated his brothers, who were so 
angry with him that they plotted to kill him.  Anticipating carrying out their plan, they boastfully but 
ironically said, “We will see what will become of his dreams” (37:20).  They were not willing to accept 
God’s prophecy of Joseph’s future.  We will see later that the “joke” would be on them.  Humans 
cannot change God’s plans.  He is our Eternal King who knows and controls the future.  Let us submit 
today to what we know are His good and perfect plans! 
 
January 25 — Genesis 38-40 — Contrasted Integrity (period of 1898 - 1887 BC).  These chapters 
present a striking contrast between two important people in Israel’s history: Judah, from whom the 
Messiah would come, and Joseph, a symbolic type of the Messiah.  Judah lacked integrity, not only 
reneging on his marriage promise to Tamar but also impregnating her, thinking she was a prostitute.  
Joseph, on the other hand, was a pillar of integrity, refusing to sleep with the willing and persistent 
wife of his master.  Judah’s lapse in integrity cost him his signet seal, cord, staff, and a goat.  
Joseph’s integrity cost him much more: several years in prison.  Unfair?  Not in God’s sight because it 
was all part of His plan to elevate Joseph to a position through which he could rescue his whole 
family, God’s people, during a famine.  When we are faced with choices involving integrity, we must 
choose the right way, even when we know it will be costly. 
 
January 26 — Genesis 41-42 — Soft Hearts (period of 1886 - 1875 BC).  There are two kinds of soft 
hearts referred to in today’s reading.  One was the softening of the hearts of Joseph’s brothers in 
repentance as they recalled selling Joseph into slavery.  They said, “we are guilty concerning our 
brother” (42:21).  That is an important part of repentance: feeling sorrow for a sin we committed.  The 
second kind of soft heart was that of Joseph, softened by obedience to God.  Although he “spoke 
roughly to them” (42:7) as a part of his plan to save the whole family by moving them to Egypt, the 
real softness of his heart was shown in several ways.  First, he changed his requirement for sending 
only one brother back to Canaan (42:16) to keeping only one brother in custody (42:19).  Secondly, 



when Joseph heard his brothers confess their guilt in his native language, he had to leave them in 
order to weep (42:24).  Thirdly, he not only replaced his brothers’ money in their bags but gave them 
provisions for their journey (42:25).  Soft hearts are pleasing to God, whether softened in hardship, in 
repentance, or in love for others. 
 
January 27 — Genesis 43-45 — Dismayed Brothers (about 1875 BC).  The reaction of Joseph’s 
brothers was classic.  First, they “bowed down to him” (43:26, 28; 44:14), an idea they had laughed at 
earlier when Joseph told them his dreams.  Their second major reaction was when they “looked at 
one another in amazement” (43:33) when Joseph had them seated for lunch in order of their birth.  
Finally, their grand reaction was when “they were dismayed at his presence” (45:3).  Why?  Because 
they realized this really was Joseph and he had the power to punish them for what they had done.  
They were convinced it was Joseph because first, he vacated all the Egyptians from the room, 
including the interpreter; he talked to them in their Hebrew dialect; he told them his name, and 
reminded them that they had sold him into slavery (45:4).  Busted!  Joseph’s brothers were humbled 
by bowing down to him and by being confronted with their sin.  That reminds me of part of a verse my 
mother often quoted to us kids, “Be sure your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:23 KJV).   
 
January 28 — Genesis 46-47 — Dependence (about 1875 BC).  Assuring Jacob in a night vision that 
he should not be afraid to go to Egypt, God told him, “I myself will go down with you to Egypt” (46:4).  
Jacob could depend on God’s promise of His presence and also His plan that “there I will make you 
into a great nation” (46:3).  We also do not need to be afraid because God has promised us that, “I 
will never leave you nor forsake you” (Heb. 13:5).  There was another interesting kind of dependence 
in this passage: dependence on the government.  After the famine had forced all the Egyptians to 
give up all their money, livestock, and finally their land to buy food, they became slaves to Pharaoh.  
They were given seed to plant but had to give 20% of their harvest back to the government (47:24).  
That is actually not too far from the present situation for most of us in America, where we pay 20% or 
more of our income for taxes.  At least we can still own property and have livestock if the city laws 
permit!  Our ultimate caregiver, however, is God, not the government.  
 
January 29 — Genesis 48-50 — Character (about 1859 BC).  The character traits of Joseph 
compared to his brothers didn’t change that much throughout the story of Joseph’s life.  The brothers 
remained fearful, saying that Joseph would “pay us back for all the evil that we did to him” (50:15).  
They also remained deceitful, inventing a lie, saying that their dead father had commanded that 
Joseph should forgive his brothers (50:16).  He already had forgiven them because he knew that 
“God meant it for good” (50:20).  Not as they expected, he “comforted them and spoke kindly to them” 
(50:21).  Oh, that we would exhibit the character of Joseph, being faithful to God, resisting temptation, 
and forgiving others! 
 
January 30 — Exodus 1-3 — Responding to Cries (period of 1800 - 1446 BC).  After a summary 
introduction about the descendants of Jacob, the book of Exodus jumps almost 400 years to begin 
the story of God’s deliverance of His people from slavery in Egypt.  There are two tender responses 
to cries in these first three chapters.  The first was the response of the Pharaoh’s daughter when she 
heard the cry of the baby Moses from his floating basket in the Nile River: “… the baby was crying.  
She took pity on him …” (2:6).  That cry for help was followed by rescue as she took the child and 
raised him as her son.  The second response was from God who heard the cry for help from His 
enslaved people: “… the people of Israel … cried out for help … and God remembered his covenant 
with Abraham …” (2:23-24).  God then told Moses about the third cry: “I … have heard their cry … 
and I have come down to deliver them …” (3:7-8).  Sometimes the response to our cries for God’s 
help seems to take too long but He is loving and faithful and he will come to our aid. 
 



My sister alerted me to a very interesting website that summarizes the story of each book of the Bible.  
I would strongly encourage you to watch both of the following short videos of less than seven minutes 
long about the first half of Exodus:  
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/exodus-1-18/ 
 
January 31 — Exodus 4-6 — Buts (about 1446 BC).  I was struck in our reading today by the many 
places a protesting “but” was used.  It started with Moses: “But … they will not believe me” (4:1) “I am 
not eloquent” (4:10), “please send someone else” (4:13), and “the people of Israel have not listened 
to me” (6:12).  Then there were the “buts” of Pharaoh: “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his 
voice?” (5:2) and “Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people away from their work?” (5:4).  In 
stark contrast to these “buts” of protest, there was one “so” of obedience.  It came from Aaron when 
God told him to “Go … to meet Moses.  So he went …” (4:27).  No protest; just obedience.  Let us try 
to turn our “but” responses into “so” actions today.  Instead of protesting to God, let’s just do what He 
says. 
 

https://thebibleproject.com/explore/exodus-1-18/

