
January 
New Testament (5 days per week; 1 chapter per day) 

(2020 comments based on ESV text) 
 
January 1 — Matt. 1 — Closet Relatives.  Do you have a “black sheep” in your family history?  
Embarrassing, huh?!  Your family probably keeps that piece of their history as quiet as possible.  Not 
so with God; He boldly announced the “rotten fruit” in the family history of Jesus.  Actually, this 
chapter traces the family history of Joseph (v. 16), who was not the biological father of Jesus.  Boaz 
was one of those ancestors (v. 5).  His mother Rahab was a “bad apple” prostitute!  She did convert 
to Judaism later (Joshua 6:25) but she had a shady moral history.  She was also a foreigner—an 
outsider to the family of Jews, God’s chosen people.  So was her daughter-in-law Ruth (v. 5), who 
was from Moab, the descendants of the incestuous relationship Lot’s oldest daughter had with him 
(Genesis 19:36-37).  Then, one of Jesus’ ancestors, Solomon, was born from Bathsheba, the woman 
with whom David committed adultery and then had her husband, Uriah, killed to cover it up.  Why 
didn’t God hide these sins of the past?  Because we need to be reminded that we also are sinners 
and in need of His grace and forgiveness. 
 
January 4 — Matt. 2 — God Provides.  There are so many examples in this chapter of God’s 
provision for His own.  Although the wise men, or magi, were distant foreigners, they were guided by 
the miraculous “star” in order to worship “the king of the Jews” (v. 2).  To worship a king is unusual; 
fearing, obeying, and honoring a king would be more expected.  Through them, God provided gifts of 
“gold and frankincense and myrrh” (v. 11), which would support the poor family of Jesus during their 
stay in Egypt, a duration of probably two years.  God also provided protection in this story.  The wise 
men were warned in a dream not to return to the murderous Herod the Great (v. 12).  Joseph was 
warned in a dream to flee to Egypt (v. 13) and in another dream not to settle in Judea because of 
Herod’s dangerous son (v. 22).  God also provides for His own in our time.  Look today for evidence 
of His provision and protection, and then thank Him for it. 
 
January 5 — Matt. 3 — Vipers or Fruit Bearers?  Both Jesus and John the Baptist were hard on the 
Jewish religious leaders—the Pharisees, Sadducees, and scribes.  John called them “vipers” (v. 7). 
They presumed that they would sufficiently please God by being a part of His chosen people, 
descendants of Abraham (v. 9).  They were hypocrites because they were pretending to be right with 
God when they were not.  John’s message was to “Repent!” (v. 2), which includes turning away from 
sinfulness (“confessing their sins”—v. 6) and turning to God.  But their hearts and actions showed no 
evidence that they had turned.  They did not “Bear fruit in keeping with repentance” (v. 8).  We don’t 
earn favor with God by “bearing fruit” of good behavior but good behavior could demonstrate that we 
are serious about repenting and turning to God so He can change us on the inside, giving us the 
desire and power to live like He has commanded us. 
 
January 6 — Matt. 4 — The Tempter.  The word devil (diábolos in Greek) means “slanderer” or 
“accuser.”  Here, he is also called “the tempter” (v. 3).  He continues that work today, slandering and 
accusing us before God and in our own minds, and tempting us to choose sin instead of 
righteousness.  He is a formidable foe who “prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour” (1 Peter 5:8).  In this chapter, he tempted Jesus in three areas: physical needs (hunger—v. 
2), God’s care (v. 6), and the object of worship (v. 10).  The response of Jesus in all three cases was 
to quote the Word of God (Deuteronomy 8:3, 6:16, and 6:13).  If the Son of God quoted the Scripture 
in confronting the devil, we should as well.  What are your biggest temptations?  Find verses in the 
Bible that give you help in those areas, memorize them, and quote them out loud when you are 
tempted.  
 



January 7 — Matt. 5— Why Suffering?  Our reward in heaven is great. not because we are 
persecuted, but we are persecuted because our reward in heaven is great (v. 12).  We are 
persecuted on account of Christ because we have His righteousness and the world reacts against it. 
 
January 8 — Matt. 6 — Like Birds, Not Bees.  God provides food for the birds and beautiful 
“clothing” for the flowers (v. 26) as an example to us about trusting Him to supply what we need.  If 
we don’t, He responds with, “O you of little faith” (v. 30).  Now, ants and bees do store up for the 
future but God didn’t use them as our example.  He wants us to trust Him like the birds, to just look for 
that which He supplies.  Birds are not aware of the Source of their provision but we should be and 
should respond in wonder and thanks. 
 
January 11 — Matt. 7 — The Golden Rule.  There is a contrast in this chapter between the negative 
of what one ought not to do and the positive of what should be done.  There is also a contrast in the 
results of our attitudes and actions.  On the negative side, we are not to judge others or we will be 
judged in the same harsh manner (vv. 1-2).  On the other hand, we should treat others in the same 
positive way we would want them to treat us (v. 12).  We partly determine the quality of our own lives 
in terms of our social relations with others.  That is the Golden Rule. 
 
January 12 — Matt. 8 — Who is He?!  When they were caught in the storm on the Sea of Galilee, 
the disciples knew that Jesus could help them but their faith and understanding were incomplete.  
They “woke him,” showing that they knew He could help (v. 25).  They pled, “Save us…,” which also 
showed their faith in His being able to do something.  But that they didn’t know how He could save 
them becomes apparent with their concluding statement: “What sort of man is this, that even the 
winds and sea obey him?” (v. 27).  This showed how little they really knew about this infinite Savior 
they called on for help.  As much as we know God and know about Him, we haven’t scratched the 
surface of understanding His greatness, which is even beyond our imagination. 
 
January 13 — Matt. 9 — Approaching Jesus.  We see in this chapter not only a variety of people’s 
approaches to Jesus but also a progression.  The Pharisees didn’t even come to Jesus but only came 
to His disciples to ask a question (v. 11).  The disciples of John came directly to Jesus to ask a 
question (v. 14).  The ruler whose daughter had died came to Him, knelt before Him, and expressed 
his faith in Jesus’ ability to raise her (v. 18).  The bleeding woman approached Jesus, not to talk to 
Him but just to touch His clothes in faith (vv. 20-21).  Do you see the progression?  The Pharisees 
were indirect but John’s disciples were direct.  The ruler was direct but added his plea of faith.  The 
woman approached Him in faith alone.  Faith in Jesus is all we need to have our deepest needs met.  
Reach out and touch Him in faith today.  
 
January 14 — Matt. 10 — The Kingdom of Change.  In the same order Jesus would follow later in 
the Great Commission (28:10-20), the process of putting His disciples into early ministry began with 
giving them the authority to cast out evil spirits and to heal (10:1), and then command them to go 
(10:5).  Their message was pretty simple: “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (v. 7).  The miracles 
would grab their attention and their message would grab their minds and hearts.  The miracle that 
most of our unconverted friends might see in us is our divinely and genuinely changed lives.  Our 
message to them is basically, “You can have this, too.” 
 
January 15 — Matt. 11 — Responding to Jesus.  This chapter seems to me to emphasize the idea 
of response.  After John the Baptist sent his disciples to ask about whether Jesus was the actual 
Messiah, Jesus told them to look at the evidence, which speaks for itself, and then concluded, 
“blessed is the one who is not offended by me” (v. 6).  That is responding to evidence.  Jesus’ 
illustration of children playing was also about a response to a leader: “We played … you did not 
dance; we sang … you did not mourn” (v. 17).  Jesus denounced whole cities that failed to respond in 
faith.  Although they saw His mighty works, “they did not repent” (v. 20).  The chapter ends with a 



challenge for a personal response: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me” (v. 29).  This yoke is 
a two-person device—just Jesus and you.  It involves a private response of learning-by-watching and 
learning-by-doing.  
 
January 18 — Matt. 12 — Something Greater.  Three times in this chapter Jesus says that He is 
greater than something else.  When the Pharisees criticized Jesus’ disciples for gathering and eating 
grain from a field on the Sabbath, He pointed out that although the priests serve (work) on the 
Sabbath in the temple, “they are guiltless” (12:5).  Then Jesus added, “something greater than the 
temple is here” (12:6), referring to Himself.  When the Pharisees asked Jesus for a sign of “proof,” He 
warned them of the danger of their lack of repentance, contrasting them to the people of Nineveh who 
repented in Jonah’s day, adding, “something greater than Jonah is here” (12:41).  He also said that 
they would be judged because they did not come to hear the wisdom of Jesus as the Queen of Sheba 
came to hear Solomon’s wisdom and added, “Something greater than Solomon is here” (12:42).  
There is nothing greater than Jesus—nothing more important in life than to focus our attention, 
obedience, and service on Jesus. 
 
January 19 — Matt. 13 — Parables.  Jesus was a parable-machine: “he said nothing to them without 
a parable” (v. 34).  It would take me all day to try to come up with one original parable and yet Jesus 
told seven of them in one day (vv. 3, 24, 31, 33, 44, 45, 47).  Although most of the people didn’t 
understand the parables because “their heart has grown dull … and their eyes they have closed” (v. 
15), they still came in crowds to hear this generator of stories.  Yet, in spite of observing His 
supernatural wisdom and healing, “they took offense at him” (v. 57), saying, “Where then did this man 
get all these things?” (v. 56).  They wouldn’t accept Him as divine.  Their unwillingness to believe 
even hampered His working of miracles in his hometown (v. 58).  When you see evidence of God’s 
wisdom and working today, praise Him for it. 
 
January 20 — Matt. 14 — Fear.  Herod Antipas was a wimp.  He was afraid of many things.  When 
John the Baptist kept telling him that he was breaking the OT Law by marrying his half-brother’s wife 
(Lev. 18:16), he put John in prison, “for the sake of Herodias” (v. 3).  He was afraid of his wife.  He 
would have put John to death but, “he feared the people” (v. 5).  He was afraid of the crowd.  After the 
public promise he made following the dance of Herodias’ daughter, “the king was sorry, but because 
of his oaths and his guests” (v. 9), he had John beheaded.  He was afraid of his guests.  As far as we 
know, Herod died fearing people rather than God.  Jesus’ disciples also showed fear in this chapter 
when they saw Him walking on the water but Jesus said to them, “Take heart, it is I.  Do not be afraid” 
(v. 27).  Then after Peter’s brief water-walking experience, “he was afraid” (v. 30).  But notice the 
positive responses of the disciples.  Peter cried out, “Lord, save me” (v. 30).  He knew the solution to 
his fear.  After Jesus got into the boat, all of the disciples “worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the 
Son of God’” (v. 33).  Fear of God leads to surrender and worship. 
 
January 21 — Matt. 15 — Reactions.  The Jews sent their “big guns” from Jerusalem to question Jesus 
about breaking “the traditions of the elders” (v. 1), requiring washing of hands before eating.  That is a good 
sanitary practice but these Pharisees were more concerned about ceremonial purity.  Jesus’ reaction to them 
was critical, challenging the placing of manmade traditions above the commands of God (v. 3).  His conclusion 
was that breaking their restrictive tradition “does not defile anyone” (v. 20).  In another situation, Jesus’ 
reaction to the Canaanite woman near Tyre and Sidon was basically to ignore her because He “was sent only 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (v. 24).  But she persisted in humility and won because of her 
faith.  Although the preaching of the Good News to the Gentiles was reserved for post-Pentecost, Jesus 
responded positively to the faith of this Gentile woman.  He still responds to faith today that is couched in 
humility. 

 
January 22 — Matt. 16 — Beware!  Two warnings of Jesus stood out to me in this chapter.  First, 
was the warning to the disciples “to beware of the leaven … of the teaching of the Pharisees and 



Sadducees” (v. 12).  We need to “be aware” before we “beware.”  Be aware of what false teaching is 
and then beware of its danger!  I had a Christian boast to me once that he had a greater tolerance 
than most believers for some content in novels.  He didn’t seem to me to be aware of the danger of 
intentionally exposing himself to things that the New Testament expressly calls evil.  We should 
beware of ungodly content in things we read and watch on media.  It is like leaven that permeates our 
mind and will.  The second warning came to Peter after he rebuked Jesus for saying that He was 
going to suffer and be killed (v. 22).  Jesus responded that “you are not setting your mind on things of 
God, but on the things of man” (v. 23).  Man’s thoughts are not God’s thoughts and they will lead us 
from the truth.  Be aware and beware! 
 
January 25 — Matt. 17 — Impossible!  When Jesus returned from the Transfiguration experience, 
He was confronted by the man with a demon-possessed son who could not be healed by the 
disciples.  He called them a “faithless … generation” (v. 17)—people with no faith.  Later, when the 
disciples asked Jesus why they could not cast out the demon, He answered, “Because of your little 
faith” (v. 20)—people with small faith.  How much faith is needed?  Jesus said that only seed-sized 
faith is enough to move mountains: “Nothing will be impossible for you” (v. 20).  An example of the 
“impossible” is given a few verses later when Jesus instructed Peter to “cast a hook … and when you 
open its mouth you will find a shekel” (v. 27).  A fish with a coin stuck in its mouth should not be 
thinking about eating the worm on Peter’s hook but this one did.  So, whether casting out demons or 
casting a hook, the “impossible” happens when God is in control, orchestrating life to provide for us 
and to please Him.  
 
January 26— Matt. 18 — Jesus Loves the Little Children.  The chorus most of us sang when we 
were young, “Jesus loves the little children …,” could be the theme song for the first half of this 
chapter.  Jesus pointed out that He also loves adults who are characterized by one trait of a child: 
humility.  Humility is considered a step back for most adults, which is why Jesus said, “unless you 
turn and become like children …” (v. 3).  To “turn” here is to take that step back from developed pride.  
We all know the pain of being humbled by someone else.  In school, we may have been teased about 
a different physical characteristic.  It was humiliating.  But here, Jesus advises adults to “become like 
children,” to voluntarily humiliate themselves.  It is a valuable characteristic in God’s eyes and it 
produces valuable results.  We cannot even “enter the kingdom of heaven” (v. 3) without it and those 
who have willingly done it are “the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (v. 4). 
 
January 27 — Matt. 19 — Two Questions.  Two men asked Jesus questions in the context of material 
things and spiritual benefits.  The rich young man had a spiritual goal in mind: “… to have eternal life” (v. 16).  
His assumed means, however, was through good works: “what good deed must I do …?”  Jesus’ answer was 
that he should be obedient to “the commandments” (v. 17).  Since he felt that he was already doing that, he 
asked Jesus, “What do I still lack?”  The three-fold answer was not what he wanted to hear: “sell … give … 
follow” (v. 21).  No sale!  Peter asked the second question.  Since he felt that the disciples had met the 
conditions (“we have left everything and followed you”—v. 27), he asked, “What then will we have?”  It sounds 
a bit selfish but Jesus had promised the rich young man a potential “treasure in heaven” (v. 21).  Jesus 
described to Peter some of this treasure, which included ruling from thrones, a multiplied return on what they 
had given up, and “eternal life” (v. 29).  One man wanted eternal life but would not give up material things for it; 
the other man gave up something good but received something better. 
 
January 28 — Matt. 20 — Gratitude.  Two groups of people received something good in this passage 
but their responses were quite different.  Jesus told a parable about the late-arriving workers 
receiving the same wage as those who worked all day.  The all-day workers, although they received 
the denarius they agreed to at the beginning, did not respond with gratitude: “… on receiving it they 
grumbled” (v. 11).  Why were they not grateful?  They compared themselves to others.  The second 
group who received something good were two blind men who desperately wanted to be healed.  Their 
urgent and persistent request was granted when Jesus healed them.  Their response was quite 
different: “… they received their sight and followed him” (v. 34).  Two groups received something 



good.  One group grumbled and one group followed.  One was grateful and the other was resentful.  
Let us look for the good that we receive today and respond with gratitude. 
 
January 29 — Matt. 21 — Fear or Faith?  Twice in this chapter, the Jewish religious leaders showed 
fear.  They were afraid to tell Jesus their true feelings about John the Baptist, admitting to 
themselves, “we are afraid of the crowd” (v. 26).  Instead, they answered Jesus by saying, “we do not 
know” (v. 27) whether John’s ministry was from heaven or from man but Jesus exposed their true 
feelings: “you did not believe him” (v. 32).  Jesus then told them two parables that represented them: 
the son who said one thing and did another and the vineyard tenant who rejected the owner’s 
messengers.  The Jewish leaders reacted hatefully, “seeking to arrest him” but for the second time, 
“they feared the crowds” (v. 46).  They resisted believing in John and Jesus.  They feared faith.  Do 
we?  Although the twelve disciples believed in Jesus, He still had to teach them about faith through 
the lesson of the withered fig tree.  “Whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith” (v. 
22).  Don’t fear faith when you go to God in prayer today.  Ask in faith. 
 


