
The Will of God in the New Testament (ESV) 
 

Noun: βούλημα, (BOO-lay-mah) 3xNT (only this verse relates to God’s will.) 

Rom. 9:19, You will say to me then, "Why does he still find fault?  For who can resist his will?" 
 
 

Verb: βούλομαι, (BOO-low-my) 37xNT (verses relating to God’s will follow.) 

Matt. 11:27, All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him (cf. Lk. 10:22). 

Luke 22:42, saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my 
will, but yours, be done.” 

1 Cor. 12:11, All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 
individually as he wills. 

Heb. 6:17, So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 

James 1:18, Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures. 

2 Pet. 3:9, The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 

 
 

Verb: θέλω, (THEH-low) 208xNT (verses relating to God’s will follow.) 

Matt. 8:2-3, And behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you 
can make me clean.”  And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be 
clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed (cf. Mk. 1:40-41; Lk. 5:12-13). 

Matt. 9:13, “Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners.” 

Matt. 16:24-25, Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

Matt. 23:37, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you were not willing! 

Matt. 26:39, And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will” (cf. Mk. 14:36). 

John 5:21, For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to 
whom he will. 

John 7:17, If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or 
whether I am speaking on my own authority. 

John 17:24, Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I 
am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the 
world. 

Rom. 9:19, You will say to me then, "Why does he still find fault?  For who can resist his will?"  
Rom. 9:22, What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured 

with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 
Phil. 2:13, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
1 Tim. 2:4, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
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