
KHW49 Nov. 28 – Dec. 4 

November 28 Su (Optional) — Psalm 102:1-12, 17 — Desperate Prayer 
 
As King Hezekiah was desperate when he turned his face to the wall and cried out to the Lord, so did 
the writer of Psalm 102 express a similar agonizing prayer. 
 
A Prayer of one afflicted, when he is faint and pours out his complaint before the LORD. 
 
1    Hear my prayer, O LORD; 

let my cry come to you! 
2    Do not hide your face from me 

in the day of my distress! 
Incline your ear to me; 

answer me speedily in the day when I call! 
  
3    For my days pass away like smoke, 

and my bones burn like a furnace. 
4    My heart is struck down like grass and has withered; 

I forget to eat my bread. 
5    Because of my loud groaning 

my bones cling to my flesh… 
 

7    I lie awake; 
I am like a lonely sparrow on the housetop. 

8    All the day my enemies taunt me; 
those who deride me use my name for a curse. 

9    For I eat ashes like bread 
and mingle tears with my drink, 

10   because of your indignation and anger; 
for you have taken me up and thrown me down. 

11   My days are like an evening shadow; 
I wither away like grass. 

  
12   But you, O LORD, are enthroned forever; 

you are remembered throughout all generations… 
 

 

17   he regards the prayer of the destitute 
and does not despise their prayer… 

  
Desperation to Dependence — Much of this psalm may sound depressing with its many 
expressions, reflecting the agony and desperation of the one who is praying, but it is actually good 
because he realizes that he is helpless without God.  God is his only hope.  Although he feels isolated 
from God (“Do not hide your face from me…”—v. 2), he continues to pray (“Incline your ear to 
me…”—v. 2).  Often, desperation leads to dependence.  When we realize that we have run out of 
ability, we can turn to God and trust Him to do what we cannot do.  God is infinite in ability and power, 
being “enthroned forever” (v. 12).  He can be trusted and He wants us to trust Him.  So, the next time 
you come to God in desperation, hopefully you will remember that you are in a good position, being 
needy, humble, and dependent on God. 
************************ 
 



November 29 M Read. 237 — 2 Kgs 20:7-11; 2 Chr 32:24b; Isa 38:7-8, 21-22 — Backed-up shadow 
 

 
 
Sign of Unbelief — Hezekiah was an excellent 
king but he was not perfect.  We saw earlier that he 
based his prayer for healing on his own merits.  Here, we see his hesitancy to believe what Isaiah told 
him about the healing God promised.  He asked, “What shall be the sign that the LORD will heal 
me…?” (2 Kings 20:8).  This is the same attitude that the two disciples on the road to Emmaus had 
when Jesus rebuked them, saying, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe…” (Luke 24:25).  
Asking for a sign showed that Hezekiah was slow to believe what God had promised.  How about us?  
In the midst of trial or tragedy, we sometimes wonder where God is, although He promised that “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you” (Heb. 13:5).  We prefer a sign of His presence.  Jesus promised 
that He will return to earth and even gave us signs to look for, yet it often challenges our faith.  
When?  Why so long?  We, also, are often slow of heart to believe. 
 
Meditation: Why the cake of figs?  Was this Isaiah’s idea or did God tell him to do it?  God had 
promised healing for Hezekiah, so why didn’t He just do it supernaturally and instantly?  Why include 
the application of figs as an apparently natural means of healing?  Why doesn’t God do things the 
way we think He should?  Again, we don’t see the larger picture that He sees and we also don’t 
understand that His thoughts and ways are far above ours: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8-9).  Just trust 
Him! 
************************ 

2 Kings 20 
7 And Isaiah said, “Bring a cake of 
figs. And let them take and lay it on 
the boil, that he may recover.” 
8 And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, 
“What shall be the sign that  
the LORD will heal me,  
and that I shall go up to the house 
of the LORD on the third day?”  
 
9 And Isaiah said, “This shall be the 
sign to you from the LORD, that 
the LORD will do the thing that he 
has promised:  

2 Chronicles 32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
24b …and he 
answered him and 
gave him a sign.  

Isaiah 38 
21 Now Isaiah had said, “Let them 
take a cake of figs and apply it to 
the boil, that he may recover.”  
22 Hezekiah also had said, “What 
is the sign that  
 
I shall go up to the house of the 
LORD?” 
 
7 “This shall be the sign to you 
from the LORD, that the 
LORD will do this thing that he 
has promised:  

shall the shadow go forward ten steps, or go 
back ten steps?” 10 And Hezekiah answered, “It 
is an easy thing for the shadow to lengthen ten 
steps. Rather let the shadow go back ten steps.”  
 
 
 
11 And Isaiah the prophet called to the LORD, 
and he brought the shadow back ten steps, by 
which it had gone down on the steps of Ahaz. 

 
 
 
 
8 Behold, I will make the shadow cast by 
the declining sun on the dial of Ahaz turn 
back ten steps.”  
 
So the sun turned back on the dial the ten 
steps by which it had declined.[fn] 
 
ESV Footnote 
(38:8) The meaning of the Hebrew verse is 
uncertain 

 



 
November 30 Tu Reading 238 — Isa. 38:9-20 — Hezekiah's reflective psalm 

9 A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, after he had been sick and had recovered from his sickness: 
  
10   I said, In the middle[fn] of my days 

I must depart; 
I am consigned to the gates of Sheol 

for the rest of my years. 
11   I said, I shall not see the LORD, 

the LORD in the land of the living; 
I shall look on man no more 

among the inhabitants of the world. 
12   My dwelling is plucked up and removed from me 

like a shepherd’s tent; 
like a weaver I have rolled up my life; 

he cuts me off from the loom; 
from day to night you bring me to an end; 

13         I calmed myself[fn] until morning; 
like a lion he breaks all my bones; 

from day to night you bring me to an end. 
  
14   Like a swallow or a crane I chirp; 

I moan like a dove. 
My eyes are weary with looking upward. 

O Lord, I am oppressed; be my pledge of safety! 
15   What shall I say? For he has spoken to me, 

and he himself has done it. 
I walk slowly all my years 

because of the bitterness of my soul. 
  
16   O Lord, by these things men live, 

and in all these is the life of my spirit. 
Oh restore me to health and make me live! 

17   Behold, it was for my welfare 
that I had great bitterness; 

but in love you have delivered my life 
from the pit of destruction, 

for you have cast all my sins 
behind your back. 

18   For Sheol does not thank you; 
death does not praise you; 

those who go down to the pit do not hope 
for your faithfulness. 

19   The living, the living, he thanks you, 
as I do this day; 

the father makes known to the children 
your faithfulness. 

  
20   The LORD will save me, 

and we will play my music on stringed instruments 
all the days of our lives, 



at the house of the LORD. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(38:10) Or In the quiet 
(38:13) Or (with Targum) I cried for help 

 
Cut Off — My wife was taken from this life at the age of 53, which seems terribly early.  King 
Hezekiah was told that he was about to leave this earth even earlier, at the age of 39.  It was 
devastating for him and “after he … had recovered” (vs. 9), he wrote this psalm that reflected on what 
he had gone through.  He felt that he had received God’s death sentence “in the middle of my days” 
(vs. 10; or “in the prime of my life”—NIV).  Why?  He reasoned that “death does not praise you” (v. 
18) but it is only “the living [who] thanks you” (v. 19).  Why me?  Why now?  In God’s mercy, 
Hezekiah was rescued from death and allowed 15 additional years to live, to the age of 54.  He was 
right in saying that it is only living people who have opportunity to praise and thank God.  That is our 
situation right now, so let’s take advantage of the privilege we have to worship God in gratitude for 
who He is and what He does for us.  Thank Him for the great gift of life! 
************************* 

  



December 1 W Reading 239 — 2 Kings 20:12-13; 2 Chron. 32:25-31; Isa. 39:1-2 — Hezekiah's pride 
and display of wealth 

 
Hezekiah’s Pride — God had blessed King Hezekiah with “very great riches and honor” (2 Chron. 
32:27), yet he “did not make return according to the benefit done to him, for his heart was proud” (v. 
25).  The proper “return” would have been to recognize that God was the source of his blessing and 
to thank Him for it.  Instead, he was proud, apparently crediting himself for the blessings he had 
received from God.  Pride is a perpetual problem for most of us.  It is human nature; it is sinful nature.  
At some point, Hezekiah “humbled himself for the pride of his heart” (v. 26), which is exactly what we 
should do; it is also within our power.  The other alternative is to wait until God humbles us, which is 
certain to be more painful than the discomfort of humbling ourselves.  “God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). 
 
 
 

2 Kings 20 
12 At that time Merodach-
baladan the son of Baladan, 
king of Babylon, sent envoys 
with letters and a present to 
Hezekiah, for he heard that 
Hezekiah had been sick.  
 
 
 
 
 

2 Chronicles 32 
25 But Hezekiah did not make return according to the benefit done to him, for his heart was 
proud. Therefore wrath came upon him and Judah and Jerusalem. 26 But Hezekiah 
humbled himself for the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that 
the wrath of the LORD did not come upon them in the days of Hezekiah. 
 
27 And Hezekiah had very great riches and honor, and he made for himself treasuries for 
silver, for gold, for precious stones, for spices, for shields, and for all kinds of costly 
vessels; 28 storehouses also for the yield of grain, wine, and oil; and stalls for all kinds of 
cattle, and sheepfolds. 29 He likewise provided cities for himself, and flocks and herds in 
abundance, for God had given him very great possessions. 30 This same Hezekiah closed 
the upper outlet of the waters of Gihon and directed them down to the west side of the city 
of David. And Hezekiah prospered in all his works.  

Isaiah 39 
1 At that time Merodach-
baladan the son of Baladan, 
king of Babylon, sent envoys 
with letters and a present to 
Hezekiah, for he heard that 
he had been sick  
and had recovered.  
 
 
 
 

 
31 And so in the matter of the 
envoys of the princes of 
Babylon, who had been sent 
to him to inquire about the 
sign that had been done in 
the land,  
 
God left him to himself, in 
order to test him and to know 
all that was in his heart. 

13 And Hezekiah welcomed them, and he 
showed them all his treasure house, the 
silver, the gold, the spices, the precious oil, 
his armory, all that was found in his 
storehouses. There was nothing in his house 
or in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show 
them.  

2 And Hezekiah welcomed them gladly. And 
he showed them his treasure house, the 
silver, the gold, the spices, the precious oil, 
his whole armory, all that was found in his 
storehouses. There was nothing in his house 
or in all his realm that Hezekiah did not show 
them.  



Meditation: One of the accomplishments of King 
Hezekiah was that he “closed the upper outlet of the 
waters of Gihon and directed them down to the west side 
of the city of David” (2 Chron. 32:30). That barely-
mentioned project was an engineering masterpiece, 
called Hezekiah’s Tunnel or the Siloam Tunnel.  An 
inscription found in this tunnel in 1880 shows that it was 
constructed by two teams digging underground, one 
beginning at the northern end of the Gihon Spring and the 
other starting from the southern Siloam Pool.  How they 
managed to measure direction and elevation in this 
meandering tunnel over 2,000 years ago is truly amazing.  
Hats off to ancient engineers! (Illustration from the Biblical 
Archaeology Society, 
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-
places/jerusalem/hezekiahs-tunnel-reexamined/) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************ 
 
  

https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/jerusalem/hezekiahs-tunnel-reexamined/
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/jerusalem/hezekiahs-tunnel-reexamined/


December 2 Th Reading 240 — 2 Kings 20:14-21; 2 Chron. 32:32-33; Isa. 39:3-8 — Isaiah's 
prophecy and Hezekiah's death 

 
Good For Me! — What a way to end a career!  Hezekiah had been a very good king but he faltered 
at the end, becoming proud and selfish.  He liked what Isaiah had prophesied (“The word of the 
LORD that you have spoken is good”—Isa. 39:8) because in his heart, he thought, “There will be 
peace and security in my days.”  What a negative legacy to leave behind an otherwise great life!  Are 
we intent on leaving a positive heritage for our descendants?  We must strive to be faithful to the end.  
The key is to concentrate on what is pleasing to God, not what is good for me. 

2 Kings 20 
14 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King 
Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these 
men say? And from where did they come to 
you?” And Hezekiah said, “They have come 
from a far country, from Babylon.” 15 He said, 
“What have they seen in your house?” And 
Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that 
is in my house; there is nothing in my 
storehouses that I did not show them.” 
 
16 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the 
word of the LORD: 17 Behold, the days are 
coming, when all that is in your house, and 
that which your fathers have stored up till this 
day, shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall 
be left, says the LORD. 18 And some of your 
own sons, who will come from you, whom you 
will father, shall be taken away, and they shall 
be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 
Babylon.” 19 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, 
“The word of the LORD that you have spoken 
is good.” For he thought, “Why not, if there 
will be peace and security in my days?” 
 

 
20 The rest of the deeds of Hezekiah and all 
his might  
and how he made the pool and the conduit 
and brought water into the city,  
are they not written in the  
 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 
 
 21 And Hezekiah slept with his fathers,  
 
 
 
 
and Manasseh his son reigned in his place. 

Isaiah 39 
3 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King 
Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these 
men say? And from where did they come to 
you?” Hezekiah said, “They have come to me 
from a far country, from Babylon.” 4 He said, 
“What have they seen in your house?” 
Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that 
is in my house. There is nothing in my 
storehouses that I did not show them.” 
 
5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the 
word of the LORD of hosts: 6 Behold, the days 
are coming, when all that is in your house, 
and that which your fathers have stored up till 
this day, shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing 
shall be left, says the LORD. 7 And some of 
your own sons, who will come from you, 
whom you will father, shall be taken away, 
and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the 
king of Babylon.” 8 Then Hezekiah said to 
Isaiah, “The word of the LORD that you have 
spoken is good.” For he thought, “There will 
be peace and security in my days.” 

2 Chronicles 32 
32 Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah and 
his good deeds,  
 
 
behold, they are written in the vision of 
Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz,  
 
in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel.  
33 And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and 
they buried him in the upper part of the 
tombs of the sons of David, and all Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did him 
honor at his death.  
And Manasseh his son reigned in his place. 



December 3 F Reading 241 — 2 Kings 21:1-9; 2 Chron. 33:1-9 — Evil deeds of Manasseh 

 
 

 
Disregarding God — Judah’s longest reigning king was also its most wicked king.  In our reading for 
today, it seems like he was intent on doing everything wrong.  He reversed all the wonderful reforms 
his father, Hezekiah, had carefully put into place.  He seems to have established a religious version of 
Murphy’s Law, that “anything that can be wrong will be wrong.”  Hezekiah recognized and endorsed 

2 Kings 21 
1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five years in 
Jerusalem.  
His mother’s name was Hephzibah.  
2 And he did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD, according to the despicable practices of 
the nations whom the LORD drove out before 
the people of Israel.  
3 For he rebuilt the high places that Hezekiah 
his father had destroyed, and he erected altars 
for Baal and made an Asherah,  
as Ahab king of Israel had done,  
and worshiped all the host of heaven and 
served them. 4 And he built altars in the house 
of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, “In 
Jerusalem will I put my name.”  
 
5 And he built altars for all the host of heaven in 
the two courts of the house of the LORD. 6 And 
he burned his son as an offering[fn]  
 
and used fortune-telling and omens and dealt 
with mediums and with necromancers. He did 
much evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking 
him to anger. 7 And the carved image of 
Asherah that he had made he set in the house 
of which the LORD said to David and to 
Solomon his son, “In this house, and in 
Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the 
tribes of Israel, I will put my name forever. 8 And 
I will not cause the feet of Israel to wander 
anymore out of the land that I gave to their 
fathers, if only they will be careful to do 
according to all that I have commanded them, 
and according to all the Law that my servant 
Moses commanded them.”  
9 But they did not listen, and  
Manasseh led them astray to do more evil than 
the nations had done whom the LORD 
destroyed before the people of Israel. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(21:6) Hebrew made his son pass through the fire 

2 Chronicles 33 
1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five years 
in Jerusalem.  
 
2 And he did what was evil in the sight of the 
LORD, according to the abominations of the 
nations whom the LORD drove out before the 
people of Israel.  
3 For he rebuilt the high places that his father 
Hezekiah had broken down, and he erected 
altars to the Baals, and made Asheroth,  
 
and worshiped all the host of heaven and 
served them. 4 And he built altars in the 
house of the LORD, of which the LORD had 
said, “In Jerusalem shall my name be 
forever.”  
5 And he built altars for all the host of heaven 
in the two courts of the house of the LORD.  
6 And he burned his sons as an offering  
in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom,  
and used fortune-telling and omens and 
sorcery, and dealt with mediums and with 
necromancers. He did much evil in the sight 
of the LORD, provoking him to anger. 7 And 
the carved image of the idol that he had 
made he set in the house of God, of which 
God said to David and to Solomon his son, 
“In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I 
have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I 
will put my name forever, 8 and I will no more 
remove the foot of Israel from the land that I 
appointed for your fathers, if only they will be 
careful to do all that I have commanded 
them, all the law, the statutes, and the rules 
given through Moses.”  
 
9 Manasseh led Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem astray, to do more evil than the 
nations whom the LORD destroyed before 
the people of Israel. 



Yahweh as the only God but Manasseh elevated many false gods to the level of being equal with 
God.  He desecrated the temple—the place God chose for His symbolic presence to dwell—by 
adding images of other gods.  As expected, these actions were repulsive to God, “provoking him to 
anger” (2 Kings 21:6).  The basic problem here seems to be one of disregarding God.  The Lord had 
promised stability for the people of God in the land, “if only they will be careful to do according to all 
that I have commanded them” (v. 8).  God had promised them and warned them but “they did not 
listen” (v. 9).  God has also shown His will to us in the Scriptures.  Will we obey it or disregard it?  Will 
we be like Hezekiah or Manasseh? 
************************ 
 
December 4 Sa (Optional) — Mark 10:35-45 — Selfish or Serving? 
 
Just as Hezekiah had periods of self-centeredness, so did James and John in Jesus’ day, and so do 
we.  Today we read about one such lapse and the lesson Jesus taught from it. 
 
35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, "Teacher, we want 
you to do for us whatever we ask of you." 36 And he said to them, "What do you want me to do for 
you?" 37 And they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
glory." 38 Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" 39 And they said to him, "We 
are able." And Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to 
grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared." 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to 
be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and said to them, "You know that 
those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must 
be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  
 
The request of the disciples was, “…we want … whatever we ask” (v. 35).  Isn’t that our attitude 
sometimes when we come to God in prayer?  What a contrast that is to Jesus’ posture when He 
prayed, “not my will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42)!  Jesus didn’t rebuke them but invited them to 
ask: “What do you want me to do for you?” (Mk. 10:36).  It was at this point that their self-
centeredness was revealed as they asked for special positions in Christ’s coming kingdom.  The 
other disciples recognized their selfishness and were indignant (v. 41).  Jesus still didn’t rebuke them, 
either, but taught them a lesson from it: leaders must be servants.  Politicians need to understand that 
and so do pastors, supervisors, and parents.  It is service over selfishness.  Let that sink into your 
conscience today until your subtle selfishness can be turned to service. 
 


