
KHW48 Nov. 21-28 

November 21 Su (Optional) — Psalm 74:12-23 — Two Different Camps 
 
The second half of this psalm turns the focus from the pressing problem to God as the solution to the 
problem.  After reflecting on the wonderful ability of the creator and sustainer of the universe, the 
psalmist then returns to asking God for his specific requests. 
 
12   Yet God my King is from of old, 

working salvation in the midst of the earth. 
13   You divided the sea by your might; 

you broke the heads of the sea monsters[fn] on the waters. 
14   You crushed the heads of Leviathan; 

you gave him as food for the creatures of the wilderness. 
15   You split open springs and brooks; 

you dried up ever-flowing streams. 
16   Yours is the day, yours also the night; 

you have established the heavenly lights and the sun. 
17   You have fixed all the boundaries of the earth; 

you have made summer and winter. 
  
18   Remember this, O LORD, how the enemy scoffs, 

and a foolish people reviles your name. 
19   Do not deliver the soul of your dove to the wild beasts; 

do not forget the life of your poor forever. 
  
20   Have regard for the covenant, 

for the dark places of the land are full of the habitations of violence. 
21   Let not the downtrodden turn back in shame; 

let the poor and needy praise your name. 
  
22   Arise, O God, defend your cause; 

remember how the foolish scoff at you all the day! 
23   Do not forget the clamor of your foes, 

the uproar of those who rise against you, which goes up continually! 
 
ESV Footnote 
(74:13) Or the great sea creatures 

 
Notice the contrast here between the enemy that “reviles your name” and those who “praise your 
name” (v. 21).  Those are very different camps of people.  We also live a similar environment today.  
How many times a day do you hear someone use God’s name in vain, breaking the Third 
Commandment (Ex. 20:7)?  The world around us often disrespects God, His rules, and His ways.  
Those who are a part of God’s Kingdom are the minority, the “poor and needy” (v. 21) who praise His 
name.  That may tempt us to consider ourselves to be inferior but we need to remember that the 
Creator is on our side.  No matter how bad our circumstances may get, we must hang on to the sure 
fact that God loves us, that He is in control of the big picture, and that right will eventually win. 
************************ 
 
  



November 22 M Reading 232 — 2 Kings 19:14-19; 2 Chron. 32:20; Isa. 37:14-20 — Hezekiah lays a 
letter before the Lord 

 
You Alone — Hezekiah referred to God twice in his prayer by saying, “…you alone” (vv. 16, 20).  The 
first time, he said that “you alone” are God “of all the kingdoms of the earth.”  The gods of the nations 
that Assyria had already destroyed were only “the work of men’s hands” (v. 19).  There is only one 
true God, “the living God” (v. 17).  Hezekiah knew that this was not a struggle between the relative 
power of gods; it was a war of a proud human army against the almighty God.  The second time 
Hezekiah used this “you alone” statement, he pleaded for God’s rescue and then added a reason: 
“that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone are the LORD” (v. 20).  It was a rescue 
combined with the message that there is only one God, Yahweh (“the LORD”).  Hezekiah wanted not 
only to be saved from Assyria but also for God to be glorified.  We, too, have been saved for a 
purpose.  It was not only to gain heaven but to give God glory.  Too many Christians are content to 
hold tight to their ticket to heaven but go along in life pretty much like their neighbors who do not 
know God.  Our lives should reflect the glory of God and our words should proclaim His greatness. 
 
Meditation:  Hezekiah’s faith in God and his dependence on Him was really fantastic.  A world-class 
empire was threatening the kingdom of Judah.  Hezekiah admitted Assyria’s past success: “Truly, O 
LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations and their lands” v. 18).  He was being 
realistic but he also knew that God was real, that He loved Judah, and that He was all-powerful.  
Without replying to Sennacherib’s messengers, Hezekiah went straight to the temple, laid the letter 
out before the Lord, and made his plea.  That is faith; that is dependence. 

2 Kings 19 
14 Hezekiah received the 
letter from the hand of 
the messengers and 
read it; and Hezekiah 
went up to the house of 
the LORD and spread it 
before the LORD.  
15 And Hezekiah prayed 
before the LORD and 
said:  
 

2 Chronicles 32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 Then Hezekiah the king and Isaiah 
the prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed 
because of this and cried to heaven.  

Isaiah 37 
14 Hezekiah received 
the letter from the hand 
of the messengers, and 
read it; and Hezekiah 
went up to the house of 
the LORD, and spread 
it before the LORD.  
15 And Hezekiah prayed 
to the LORD:  
 
 

“O LORD, the God of Israel, enthroned 
above the cherubim, you are the God, you 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; you 
have made heaven and earth.  
16 Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear; open 
your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear the 
words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to 
mock the living God. 17 Truly, O LORD, the 
kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations 
and their lands 18 and have cast their gods 
into the fire, for they were not gods, but the 
work of men’s hands, wood and stone. 
Therefore they were destroyed. 19 So now, O 
LORD our God, save us, please, from his 
hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
know that you, O LORD, are God alone.” 

16 “O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, 
enthroned above the cherubim, you are the 
God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
earth; you have made heaven and earth.  
17 Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear; open 
your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear all 
the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent 
to mock the living God. 18 Truly, O LORD, the 
kings of Assyria have laid waste all the 
nations and their lands, 19 and have cast their 
gods into the fire. For they were no gods, but 
the work of men’s hands, wood and stone. 
Therefore they were destroyed. 20 So now, O 
LORD our God, save us from his hand, that 
all the kingdoms of the earth may know that 
you alone are the LORD.” 



November 23 Tu Reading 233 — 2 Kings 19:20-26; Isa. 37:21-27 — God hears Hezekiah's prayer 

 
  
 
 
Humility Over Pride — There is a great contrast here between the humility of Hezekiah in his prayer 
and the pride of Sennacherib in his boasting.  God sent the prophecy to Hezekiah “because you have 
prayed” (Isa. 37:21).  It contained the promise that God would not only rescue Jerusalem but that she 
would end up scoffing (“she wags her head”—v. 22) at Assyria’s prideful, unsuccessful threat.  The 
prophecy also revealed Sennacherib’s pride, supposing that he had the power of a god to bring down 
Lebanon (v. 24) and dry up Egypt (v. 25).  No, it was Yahweh who not only gave him the ability but 
had planned in advance to use him as the rod of His wrath for judgment.  Let’s learn to pray with the 
humility and dependence on God that Hezekiah had! 

2 Kings 19 
20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, 
saying, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
Your prayer to me about Sennacherib king of 
Assyria I have heard. 21 This is the word that the 
LORD has spoken concerning him: 
  
     “She despises you, she scorns you— 

the virgin daughter of Zion; 
     she wags her head behind you— 

the daughter of Jerusalem. 
  
22   “Whom have you mocked and reviled? 

Against whom have you raised your voice 
     and lifted your eyes to the heights? 

Against the Holy One of Israel! 
23   By your messengers you have mocked the Lord, 

and you have said, ‘With my many chariots 
     I have gone up the heights of the mountains, 

to the far recesses of Lebanon; 
     I felled its tallest cedars, 

its choicest cypresses; 
     I entered its farthest lodging place, 

its most fruitful forest. 
24   I dug wells 

and drank foreign waters, 
     and I dried up with the sole of my foot 

all the streams of Egypt.’ 
  
25   “Have you not heard 

that I determined it long ago? 
     I planned from days of old 

what now I bring to pass, 
     that you should turn fortified cities 

into heaps of ruins, 
26   while their inhabitants, shorn of strength, 

are dismayed and confounded, 
     and have become like plants of the field 

and like tender grass, 
     like grass on the housetops, 

blighted before it is grown. 
 

Isaiah 37 
21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, 
saying, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
Because you have prayed to me concerning 
Sennacherib king of Assyria, 22 this is the word 
that the LORD has spoken concerning him: 
  

“‘She despises you, she scorns you— 
the virgin daughter of Zion; 

she wags her head behind you— 
the daughter of Jerusalem. 

  
23   “‘Whom have you mocked and reviled? 

Against whom have you raised your voice 
and lifted your eyes to the heights? 

Against the Holy One of Israel! 
24   By your servants you have mocked the Lord, 

and you have said, With my many chariots 
I have gone up the heights of the mountains, 

to the far recesses of Lebanon, 
to cut down its tallest cedars, 

its choicest cypresses, 
to come to its remotest height, 

its most fruitful forest. 
25   I dug wells 

and drank waters, 
to dry up with the sole of my foot 

all the streams of Egypt. 
  
26   “‘Have you not heard 

that I determined it long ago? 
I planned from days of old 

what now I bring to pass, 
that you should make fortified cities 

crash into heaps of ruins, 
27   while their inhabitants, shorn of strength, 

are dismayed and confounded, 
and have become like plants of the field 

and like tender grass, 
like grass on the housetops, 

blighted[fn] before it is grown. 

  
ESV Footnote 
(37:27) Some Hebrew manuscripts and 2 Kings 19:26; 
most Hebrew manuscripts a field 



November 24 W Reading 234 — 2 Kings 19:27-34; Isa. 37:28-35 — Prophecies for Assyria and 
Jerusalem 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supplying and Praising — What God predicted against Assyria here will be fulfilled in our next 
reading.  Let’s think today about God’s sign to Judah (v. 30)—a two-year agricultural miracle.  It 
would not be a small, natural growth that would barely keep them from starving; it would be a 
spontaneous, miraculous crop to fully supply their needs, accomplished by the dynamic “zeal of the 
LORD” (Isa. 37:32).  The third year, they could get back to planting again.  It would be a two-year 
Sabbath rest.  That would be the miraculous part of the sign but the sign also contained a message.  
At the end of those two years, Judah would be able to look back and realize that only God could have 
done it.  That is why God said that He would defend Jerusalem “for my own sake…” (v. 35).  He 
would receive the glory for what had happened, i.e., getting rid of the threat and supplying food for 
His people.  Remember that when God provides unexpected good for us, He does it not only as a 
sign that He loves us but also as an opportunity for us to praise Him.  He did it for our sake and for 
His.  Look for evidence of His love for you today and give Him the praise He deserves! 
************************** 

2 Kings 19 
27   “But I know your sitting down 

and your going out and coming in, 
and your raging against me. 

28   Because you have raged against me 
and your complacency has come into 
my ears, 

     I will put my hook in your nose 
and my bit in your mouth, 

     and I will turn you back on the way 
by which you came. 

  
29 “And this shall be the sign for you: this 
year eat what grows of itself, and in the 
second year what springs of the same. 
Then in the third year sow and reap and 
plant vineyards, and eat their fruit. 30 And 
the surviving remnant of the house of 
Judah shall again take root downward and 
bear fruit upward. 31 For out of Jerusalem 
shall go a remnant, and out of Mount Zion 
a band of survivors. The zeal of the 
LORD will do this. 
 
32 “Therefore thus says the LORD 
concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not 
come into this city or shoot an arrow there, 
or come before it with a shield or cast up a 
siege mound against it. 33 By the way that 
he came, by the same he shall return, and 
he shall not come into this city, declares 
the LORD. 34 For I will defend this city to 
save it, for my own sake and for the sake 
of my servant David.” 

Isaiah 37 
28   “‘I know your sitting down 

and your going out and coming in, 
and your raging against me. 

29   Because you have raged against me 
and your complacency has come to 
my ears, 

     I will put my hook in your nose 
and my bit in your mouth, 

     and I will turn you back on the way 
by which you came.’ 

  
30 “And this shall be the sign for you: this 
year you shall eat what grows of itself, 
and in the second year what springs from 
that. Then in the third year sow and reap, 
and plant vineyards, and eat their fruit. 
31 And the surviving remnant of the house 
of Judah shall again take root downward 
and bear fruit upward. 32 For out of 
Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and out of 
Mount Zion a band of survivors. The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
33 “Therefore thus says the LORD 
concerning the king of Assyria: He shall 
not come into this city or shoot an arrow 
there or come before it with a shield or 
cast up a siege mound against it. 34 By the 
way that he came, by the same he shall 
return, and he shall not come into this city, 
declares the LORD. 35 For I will defend 
this city to save it, for my own sake and 
for the sake of my servant David.” 



November 25 Th Reading 235 — 2 Kings 19:35-37; 2 Chron. 32:21-23; Isa. 37:36-38 — God's angel 
slays the Assyrian army 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning from Lessons — God’s angel killed 185,000 Assyrians but why didn’t he kill them all?  He 
spared King Sennacherib because God had promised earlier, “By the way that he came, by the same 
he shall return” (Isa. 37:34).  When he did return, “he returned with shame of face” (2 Chron. 32:21).  
One would think that he had learned the important lesson that Yahweh was far more powerful than he 
thought.  He had earlier told Hezekiah, “Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you by 
promising that Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria” (Isa. 37:10).  Whatever 
he learned, it didn’t change his ways: “…when he came into the house of his god, some of his own 
sons struck him down there with the sword” (2 Chron. 32:21).  He returned to worship his own god, 
who was not powerful enough to protect him in his own temple!  Maybe he explained away the 
sudden deaths of his 185,000 troops as being from a flu virus or something they ate.  His actions 
seem to support the experience of many today, that evidence is often not enough to convince an 
unbeliever.  People tend to continue to believe what they want to believe.  In contrast to Sennacherib, 
we need to be sensitive to the lessons God tries to teach us.  It would be good to evaluate unusual 
events that happen to you.  Ask yourself if God is behind it, trying to teach you something.  Ask Him 
to make it clear. 
************************ 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Kings 19 
35 And that night the angel of 
the LORD went out and 
struck down 185,000 in the 
camp of the Assyrians. And 
when people arose early in 
the morning, behold, these 
were all dead bodies.  
36 Then Sennacherib king of 
Assyria departed and went 
home and lived at Nineveh.  
37 And as he was worshiping 
in the house of Nisroch his 
god, Adrammelech and 
Sharezer, his sons, struck 
him down with the sword 
and escaped into the land of 
Ararat. And Esarhaddon his 
son reigned in his place.  

2 Chronicles 32 
21 And the LORD sent 
an angel, who cut off 
all the mighty warriors 
and commanders and 
officers in the camp of 
the king of Assyria.  
 
So he returned with 
shame of face to his 
own land.  
And when he came 
into the house of his 
god, some of his own 
sons struck him down 
there with the sword.  
 
 
 
 

Isaiah 37 
36 And the angel of the LORD 
went out and struck down 
185,000 in the camp of the 
Assyrians. And when people 
arose early in the morning, 
behold, these were all dead 
bodies.  
37 Then Sennacherib king of 
Assyria departed and returned 
home and lived at Nineveh.  
38 And as he was worshiping 
in the house of Nisroch his 
god, Adrammelech and 
Sharezer, his sons, struck him 
down with the sword. And 
after they escaped into the 
land of Ararat, Esarhaddon 
his son reigned in his place. 

22 So the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib king of Assyria and 
from the hand of all his enemies, and he provided for them on 
every side. 23 And many brought gifts to the LORD to Jerusalem 
and precious things to Hezekiah king of Judah, so that he was 
exalted in the sight of all nations from that time onward. 



November 26 F Reading 236 — 2 Kings 20:1-6; 2 Chron. 32:24a; Isa. 38:1-6 — Hezekiah's deathbed 
prayer 
 

 
 
Please! — This passage opens with a vague expression of time: “In those days…” (Isa. 38:1).  It 
actually flashes back to earlier days when the Assyrian army was threatening Jerusalem.  This prior 
timeframe is confirmed by God’s later response to Hezekiah that “I will deliver you and this city out of 
the hand of the king of Assyria” (v. 6).  Hezekiah had been king for about 14 years and was only 39 
years old when he became deathly sick and heard the bad news from Isaiah that he would not 
recover (v. 1).  Turning his face to the wall (v. 2) and weeping bitter tears (v. 3) displayed the 
desperate feelings he had at this news.  When we are desperate, we often pray; that is what 
Hezekiah did.  But notice the content of his prayer.  After opening it with “Please, O LORD” (v. 3), the 
rest was a self-centered list of the king’s accomplishments: his faithfulness, wholeheartedness, and 
goodness.  He was basically saying, “I deserve to live.”  Surprisingly, God quickly answered his 
prayer.  Why?  God’s recorded reasons were that “I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears” 
(v. 5).  His prayer represented his submission to God as his only hope and his tears showed his 
humility and desperateness.  It seems to me that the only verbal part of Hezekiah’s prayer that God 
responded to was “Please…”  He needed help and he turned to the Lord.  We don’t deserve anything 
we receive from God, so why try convincing Him to answer because of our merits?  Instead, let’s 
base our prayers only on His mercy.  Please! 

2 Kings 20 
1 In those days Hezekiah 
became sick and was at the 
point of death.  
 

2 Chronicles 32 
24a In those days Hezekiah 
became sick and was at 
the point of death, 

Isaiah 38 
1 In those days Hezekiah 
became sick and was at the 
point of death.  
 

And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz 
came to him and said to him, “Thus says 
the LORD, ‘Set your house in order, for you 
shall die; you shall not recover.’” 2 Then 
Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and 
prayed to the LORD, saying, 3 “Now, O 
LORD, please remember how I have 
walked before you in faithfulness and with a 
whole heart, and have done what is good in 
your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 
4 And before Isaiah had gone out of the 
middle court,  
the word of the LORD came to him: 5 “Turn 
back, and say to Hezekiah the leader of my 
people, Thus says the LORD, the God of 
David your father: I have heard your prayer; 
I have seen your tears.  
Behold, I will heal you. On the third day you 
shall go up to the house of the LORD,  
6 and I will add fifteen years to your life. I 
will deliver you and this city out of the hand 
of the king of Assyria, and I will defend this 
city for my own sake and for my servant 
David’s sake.”  

And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz 
came to him, and said to him, “Thus says 
the LORD: Set your house in order, for you 
shall die, you shall not recover.”[fn] 2 Then 
Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and 
prayed to the LORD, 3 and said, “Please, O 
LORD, remember how I have walked 
before you in faithfulness and with a whole 
heart, and have done what is good in your 
sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 
 
 
4 Then the word of the LORD came to 
Isaiah: 5 “Go and say to Hezekiah,  
Thus says the LORD, the God of David 
your father: I have heard your prayer; I 
have seen your tears.  
Behold,  
 
I will add fifteen years to your life.[fn] 6 I will 
deliver you and this city out of the hand of 
the king of Assyria, and will defend this city. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(38:1) Or live; also verses 9, 21 
(38:5) Hebrew to your days 



************************ 
 
November 27 Sa (Optional) — 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 — Examples for Us 
 
The Assyrian King Sennacherib didn’t seem to learn anything from the miraculous overnight 
destruction of his army camped outside Jerusalem.  He did not fall down to worship powerful Yahweh 
but returned to Nineveh to worship his own weak god who was not able to help him.  Do we learn 
from the good and bad examples we read about in the history of the Bible?  In our passage for today, 
the Apostle Paul said that we should. 
 
1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all 
passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate 
the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock 
that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, 
for they were overthrown in the wilderness.  
 
6 Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do not 
be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up 
to play." 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand 
fell in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by 
serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now these 
things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the 
end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to endure it.  
 
The first four verses of this passage list many positive things the people of Israel experienced 
together following their escape from Egypt but the rest of our reading shows the ways they fell, and 
that warns us to learn from the lessons that were taught to them.  What four temptations are we 
encouraged to abstain from in verses 7-10?  Which one is the greatest temptation for you?  Pray and 
ask God to show you “the way of escape” (v. 13) that He wants you to take in order not to fall. 
 


