
KHW47 Nov. 14-20 
 
November 14 Su (Optional) — Numbers 18:8-32 — Supporting Priests and Levites 
 
Hezekiah ordered the people of Judah to support the priests and Levites because it had been 
declared by Moses.  Today’s passage goes back to those commands by God to Moses and Aaron 
regarding the financial support of the priests and Levites. 
 
8 Then the LORD spoke to Aaron, “Behold, I have given you charge of the contributions made to me, 
all the consecrated things of the people of Israel. I have given them to you as a portion and to your 
sons as a perpetual due. 9 This shall be yours of the most holy things, reserved from the fire: every 
offering of theirs, every grain offering of theirs and every sin offering of theirs and every guilt offering 
of theirs, which they render to me, shall be most holy to you and to your sons. 10 In a most holy place 
shall you eat it. Every male may eat it; it is holy to you. 11 This also is yours: the contribution of their 
gift, all the wave offerings of the people of Israel. I have given them to you, and to your sons and 
daughters with you, as a perpetual due. Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. 12 All the 
best of the oil and all the best of the wine and of the grain, the firstfruits of what they give to the 
LORD, I give to you. 13 The first ripe fruits of all that is in their land, which they bring to the LORD, 
shall be yours. Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. 14 Every devoted thing in Israel shall 
be yours. 15 Everything that opens the womb of all flesh, whether man or beast, which they offer to the 
LORD, shall be yours. Nevertheless, the firstborn of man you shall redeem, and the firstborn of 
unclean animals you shall redeem. 16 And their redemption price (at a month old you shall redeem 
them) you shall fix at five shekels[fn] in silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty 
gerahs. 17 But the firstborn of a cow, or the firstborn of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat, you shall not 
redeem; they are holy. You shall sprinkle their blood on the altar and shall burn their fat as a food 
offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 18 But their flesh shall be yours, as the breast that is 
waved and as the right thigh are yours. 19 All the holy contributions that the people of Israel present to 
the LORD I give to you, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual due. It is a covenant 
of salt forever before the LORD for you and for your offspring with you.” 20 And the LORD said to 
Aaron, “You shall have no inheritance in their land, neither shall you have any portion among them. I 
am your portion and your inheritance among the people of Israel. 
 
21 “To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service that 
they do, their service in the tent of meeting, 22 so that the people of Israel do not come near the tent of 
meeting, lest they bear sin and die. 23 But the Levites shall do the service of the tent of meeting, and 
they shall bear their iniquity. It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations, and among 
the people of Israel they shall have no inheritance. 24 For the tithe of the people of Israel, which they 
present as a contribution to the LORD, I have given to the Levites for an inheritance. Therefore I have 
said of them that they shall have no inheritance among the people of Israel.” 
 
25 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 26 “Moreover, you shall speak and say to the Levites, 
‘When you take from the people of Israel the tithe that I have given you from them for your 
inheritance, then you shall present a contribution from it to the LORD, a tithe of the tithe. 27 And your 
contribution shall be counted to you as though it were the grain of the threshing floor, and as the 
fullness of the winepress. 28 So you shall also present a contribution to the LORD from all your tithes, 
which you receive from the people of Israel. And from it you shall give the LORD’s contribution to 
Aaron the priest. 29 Out of all the gifts to you, you shall present every contribution due to the LORD; 
from each its best part is to be dedicated.’ 30 Therefore you shall say to them, ‘When you have offered 
from it the best of it, then the rest shall be counted to the Levites as produce of the threshing floor, 
and as produce of the winepress. 31 And you may eat it in any place, you and your households, for it 
is your reward in return for your service in the tent of meeting. 32 And you shall bear no sin by reason 



of it, when you have contributed the best of it. But you shall not profane the holy things of the people 
of Israel, lest you die.’” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(18:16) A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams 

 

• The people gave offerings to the Lord and God then gave them to the priests (v. 8) and the 
Levites (v. 21). 

• Three times, God said that the support for the priests and Levites was given to them “as a 
perpetual due” (vv. 8, 11, 19), which is why Hezekiah told his people that their giving was “the 
portion due to the priests and the Levites” (2 Chron. 31:4). 

• The tithe was given to the Levites “in return for their service” (v. 21) and “for an inheritance” (v. 
24).  Part of it was to be used then and part was to be saved as an investment for later. 

• The Levites were to give “a tithe of the tithe” (v. 26) to the priests as a gift from the Lord; they 
were not exempt from giving. 

• The New Testament doesn’t demand that we give a tithe but shouldn’t we be at least as 
generous in our giving to God as the ancient Jews of Judah? 

********************** 
 
  



November 15 M Reading 227 — 2 Kings 18:13; 2 Chron. 32:1-8; Isa. 36:1 — Assyrian King 
Sennacherib threatens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Faithfulness to Faith — So far, the recorded facts about Hezekiah’s reign concentrated on his 
first three months as he restored the proper worship of Yahweh in Judah.  Now, we jump to his 14th 
year as king, which begins with praise for what he had done, “After … these acts of faithfulness…” (2 
Chron. 32:1).  One would expect that what follows would be the resulting description of God’s reward; 
however, we read that “Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah…”  What kind of 
reward was that?!  Instead of a reward, the Lord gave Hezekiah a challenge, an opportunity to grow 
in trusting God.  Do you sometimes feel that God is not rewarding you properly for your faithfulness?  
Remember King Hezekiah!  God wants us to grow and He sometimes puts us in challenging 
circumstances to help us to take a step from being faithful to having faith.  Hezekiah took the 
challenge.  He trusted God but he didn’t stand still; he built many defenses for the city of Jerusalem 
with walls, weapons, and warriors.  But his underlying trust in God was shown in his encouraging 
challenge to his commanders that “there are more with us than with him” (v. 7).  He wasn’t talking 
about soldiers but about “the LORD our God … to fight our battles” (v. 8).  That reminded me of 
Elisha’s statement to Gehazi about the Syrian army that surrounded his city of Dothan: “Do not be 
afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them” (2 Kings 6:13).  When his 
servant’s spiritual eyes were opened, he saw that “the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
all around Elisha” (v. 17).  Eyes of faith see God’s protection. 

2 Kings 18 
 
 
13 In the fourteenth 
year of King Hezekiah, 
Sennacherib king of 
Assyria came up 
against all the fortified 
cities of Judah  
 
and took them.  

2 Chronicles 32 
1 After these things and these acts 
of faithfulness,  
 
 
Sennacherib king of Assyria came 
and invaded Judah and 
encamped against the fortified 
cities,  
thinking to win them for himself.  
 
 

Isaiah 36 
 
 
1 In the fourteenth 
year of King Hezekiah, 
Sennacherib king of 
Assyria came up 
against all the fortified 
cities of Judah  
 
and took them.  

2 And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and intended to 
fight against Jerusalem, 3 he planned with his officers and his mighty men 
to stop the water of the springs that were outside the city; and they helped 
him. 4 A great many people were gathered, and they stopped all the 
springs and the brook that flowed through the land, saying, “Why should 
the kings of Assyria come and find much water?” 5 He set to work 
resolutely and built up all the wall that was broken down and raised towers 
upon it,[fn] and outside it he built another wall, and he strengthened the 
Millo in the city of David. He also made weapons and shields in 
abundance. 6 And he set combat commanders over the people and 
gathered them together to him in the square at the gate of the city and 
spoke encouragingly to them, saying, 7 “Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be afraid or dismayed before the king of Assyria and all the horde that is 
with him, for there are more with us than with him. 8 With him is an arm of 
flesh, but with us is the LORD our God, to help us and to fight our battles.” 
And the people took confidence from the words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(32:5) Vulgate; Hebrew and raised upon the towers 



November 16 Tu Reading 228 — 2 Kings 18:14-22; 2 Chron. 32:9-12; Isa. 36:2-7 — Assyria 
challenges Hezekiah outside the wall 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Kings 18 
14 And Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, “I have 
done wrong; withdraw from me. Whatever you impose on me I will bear.” And the 
king of Assyria required of Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents[fn] of silver 
and thirty talents of gold. 15 And Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the 
house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the king’s house. 16 At that time Hezekiah 
stripped the gold from the doors of the temple of the LORD and from the doorposts 
that Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid and gave it to the king of Assyria.  

 

 

17 And the king of Assyria 
sent the Tartan, the Rab-
saris, and the Rabshakeh 
with a great army from 
Lachish to King Hezekiah at 
Jerusalem. And they went 
up and came to Jerusalem.  
 
When they arrived, they 
came and stood by the 
conduit of the upper pool, 
which is on the highway to 
the Washer’s Field. 18 And 
when they called for the 
king, there came out to 
them Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah, who was over the 
household, and Shebnah 
the secretary, and Joah the 
son of Asaph, the recorder.  
19 And the Rabshakeh said 
to them,  
“Say to Hezekiah, ‘Thus 
says the great king, the king 
of Assyria:  
On what do you rest this 
trust of yours?  
 
 
20 Do you think that mere 
words are strategy and 
power for war? In whom do 
you now trust, that you have 
rebelled against me?  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(18:14) A talent was about 75 
pounds or 34 kilograms 

2 Chronicles 32 
9 After this, Sennacherib king 
of Assyria, who was besieging 
Lachish with all his forces, 
sent his servants to Jerusalem 
to Hezekiah king of Judah and 
to all the people of Judah who 
were in Jerusalem,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
saying, 10 “Thus says 
Sennacherib king of Assyria,  
 
 
 
‘On what are you trusting,  
 
that you endure the siege in 
Jerusalem?  

Isaiah 36 
2 And the king of Assyria 
sent the Rabshakeh[fn] from 
Lachish to King Hezekiah 
at Jerusalem, with a great 
army.  
 
 
 
 
And he stood by the 
conduit of the upper pool  
on the highway to the 
Washer’s Field.  
 
3 And there came out to him 
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 
who was over the 
household, and Shebna the 
secretary, and Joah the son 
of Asaph, the recorder.  
4 And the Rabshakeh said 
to them,  
“Say to Hezekiah, ‘Thus 
says the great king, the 
king of Assyria:  
On what do you rest this 
trust of yours?  
 
 
5 Do you think that mere 
words are strategy and 
power for war? In whom do 
you now trust, that you 
have rebelled against me?  
 
ESV Footnote 
(36:2) Rabshakeh is the title of a 
high-ranking Assyrian military 
officer 



 
A Place for Trust — When the important Judean city of Lachish was under attack by Assyria, King 
Hezekiah may have had a lapse of faith when he tried to bargain for having King Sennacherib 
withdraw.  The money was accepted but the Assyrians refused to withdraw and sent representatives, 
along with an army, to Jerusalem to persuade Hezekiah to surrender.  Their challenge revolved 
around Judah’s trust.  First, they asked, “On what do you rest this trust…?” (Isa. 36:4).  That might 
refer to the strength of the walls or their supply of food and water.  The second question was, “In 
whom do you now trust…?” (v. 5).  The Assyrian spokesman suggested that trusting in Pharaoh was 
futile because Egypt was a flimsy and dangerous support (v. 6).  He said that it would be equally futile 
to trust in Yahweh because only one altar of worship remained (v. 7); he was assuming that Judah’s 
strength was determined by how many altars they had.  That insult to God would be soundly repaid.  
There were two possible places for trust presented by the Rabshakeh, “On what…” or “In whom…”  
One relied on things and the other on God.  Where would you place yourself on that continuum 
between trusting in things and trusting in God?  It is not natural to trust more in God but it is 
supremely the best way to go.  We need to train ourselves to trust in God when we encounter 
challenges in life.  Go to Him first! 
 
Meditation: You will notice during the next two weeks of our readings that the text in 2 Kings 18 is 
almost identical to that of Isaiah 36-38.  Which came first?  It seems that since 1 and 2 Kings covers 
such a long period of time of almost 400 years, the compilers must have collected material from many 
different sources.  It would seem logical, therefore, that the historical information originated in Isaiah 
36-38 and was then incorporated into 2 Kings 18.  So, Isaiah has not only prophecies but also 
historical material.  We will see at the end of this year’s readings that the book of Jeremiah exhibited 
the same characteristic. 
************************ 
 
  

2 Chronicles 32 (cont.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 Is not Hezekiah misleading 
you, that he may give you over to 
die by famine and by thirst, when 
he tells you, “The LORD our God 
will deliver us from the hand of 
the king of Assyria”?  
 
 
12 Has not this same Hezekiah 
taken away his high places and 
his altars and commanded Judah 
and Jerusalem, “Before one altar 
you shall worship, and on it you 
shall burn your sacrifices”? 

2 Kings 18 (cont.) 
21 Behold, you are trusting 
now in Egypt, that broken 
reed of a staff, which will 
pierce the hand of any man 
who leans on it. Such is 
Pharaoh king of Egypt to all 
who trust in him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 But if you say to me, “We 
trust in the LORD our God,” 
is it not he whose high 
places and altars Hezekiah 
has removed, saying to 
Judah and to Jerusalem, 
“You shall worship before 
this altar in Jerusalem”? 

Isaiah 36 (cont.) 
6 Behold, you are trusting in 
Egypt, that broken reed of a 
staff, which will pierce the 
hand of any man who leans 
on it. Such is Pharaoh king 
of Egypt to all who trust in 
him. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
7 But if you say to me, “We 
trust in the LORD our God,”  
is it not he whose high 
places and altars Hezekiah 
has removed, saying to 
Judah and to Jerusalem, 
“You shall worship before 
this altar”? 



November 17 W Reading 229 — 2 Kings 18:23-32; Isa. 36:8-18a — Assyria continues to mock 
Hezekiah 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Kings 18 
23 Come now, make a wager with my master 
the king of Assyria: I will give you two 
thousand horses, if you are able on your part 
to set riders on them. 24 How then can you 
repulse a single captain among the least of 
my master’s servants, when you trust in Egypt 
for chariots and for horsemen?  
25 Moreover, is it without the LORD that I have 
come up against this place to destroy it?  
The LORD said to me, Go up against this 
land, and destroy it.’” 
 
26 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,  
and Shebnah, and Joah,  
said to the Rabshakeh, “Please speak to your 
servants in Aramaic, for we understand it. Do 
not speak to us in the language of Judah 
within the hearing of the people who are on 
the wall.” 27 But the Rabshakeh said to them, 
“Has my master sent me to speak these 
words to your master and to you, and not to 
the men sitting on the wall, who are doomed 
with you to eat their own dung and to drink 
their own urine?” 
 
28 Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out 
in a loud voice in the language of Judah: 
“Hear the word of the great king, the king of 
Assyria! 29 Thus says the king: ‘Do not let 
Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able 
to deliver you out of my[fn] hand.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(18:29) Hebrew his 

Isaiah 36 
8 Come now, make a wager with my master 
the king of Assyria: I will give you two 
thousand horses, if you are able on your part 
to set riders on them. 9 How then can you 
repulse a single captain among the least of 
my master’s servants, when you trust in 
Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 
10 Moreover, is it without the LORD that I 
have come up against this land to destroy it? 
The LORD said to me, Go up against this 
land and destroy it.’” 
 
11 Then Eliakim,  
Shebna, and Joah  
said to the Rabshakeh, “Please speak to 
your servants in Aramaic, for we understand 
it. Do not speak to us in the language of 
Judah within the hearing of the people who 
are on the wall.” 12 But the Rabshakeh said,  
“Has my master sent me to speak these 
words to your master and to you, and not to 
the men sitting on the wall, who are doomed 
with you to eat their own dung and drink their 
own urine?” 
 
13 Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out 
in a loud voice in the language of Judah: 
“Hear the words of the great king, the king of 
Assyria! 14 Thus says the king: ‘Do not let 
Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able 
to deliver you.  



 
 
 
Trust Me! — Someone has said, “Never trust anyone who says, ‘Trust me!’”  That certainly applies to 
the Rabshakeh, Sennacherib’s spokesman, who tried to bargain with Hezekiah’s representatives.  He 
could not be trusted when Hezekiah sent a tribute of gold and silver to have Assyria withdraw from 
Lachish; they marched against Jerusalem instead.  In today’s passage, he offered, “Come now, make 
a wager with my master the king of Assyria…” (2 Kings 18:23).  Would he have given the promised 
horses if Jerusalem could have produced riders?  Probably not.  Then, he declared, “The LORD said 
to me, Go up against this land, and destroy it” (v. 25).  That was certainly a lie from the man who had 
earlier criticized Hezekiah for trusting in “mere words” (v. 20).  This Assyrian delegate, who had just 
declared that they would destroy the land, then promised they would “take you away to a land like 
your own” (v. 32) where they would be well fed.  Which is it?  Would they be destroyed or provided 
for?  Should they trust him?  We face decisions like this to some degree each day.  Can the words 
and promises of others be relied on?  Part of our decisions must rest on our evaluation of their 
character.  Were they trustworthy in the past?  Is their overall trust in God the same as ours?  We 
should trust people with caution but trust God with abandon. 
************************ 
 
  

2 Kings 18 (cont.) 
30 Do not let Hezekiah make you trust in the 
LORD by saying, The LORD will surely 
deliver us, and this city will not be given into 
the hand of the king of Assyria.’  
31 Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the 
king of Assyria: ‘Make your peace with 
me[fn] and come out to me. Then each one of 
you will eat of his own vine, and each one of 
his own fig tree, and each one of you will 
drink the water of his own cistern, 32 until I 
come and take you away to a land like your 
own land, a land of grain and wine, a land of 
bread and vineyards,  
a land of olive trees and honey, that you may 
live, and not die.  
And do not listen to Hezekiah when he 
misleads you by saying, “The LORD will 
deliver us.”  
 
ESV Footnote 
(18:31) Hebrew Make a blessing with me 

Isaiah 36 (cont.) 
15 Do not let Hezekiah make you trust in the 
LORD by saying, “The LORD will surely 
deliver us. This city will not be given into the 
hand of the king of Assyria.”  
16 Do not listen to Hezekiah. For thus says 
the king of Assyria: Make your peace with 
me[fn] and come out to me. Then each one of 
you will eat of his own vine, and each one of 
his own fig tree, and each one of you will 
drink the water of his own cistern, 17 until I 
come and take you away to a land like your 
own land, a land of grain and wine, a land of 
bread and vineyards.  
 
 
18a Beware lest Hezekiah mislead you by 
saying, “The LORD will deliver us.”  
 
ESV Footnote 
(36:16) Hebrew Make a blessing with me 



November 18 Th Reading 230 — 2 Kings 18:33-37; 2 Chron. 32:13-19; Isa. 36:18b-22 — Jerusalem's 

people do not reply 

 
 

2 Kings 18 
 
 
 
33 Has any of the gods of the 
nations ever delivered his 
land out of the hand of the 
king of Assyria?  
34 Where are the gods of 
Hamath and Arpad? Where 
are the gods of Sepharvaim,  
Hena, and Ivvah?  
Have they delivered 
Samaria out of my hand? 
35 Who among all the gods 
of the lands have delivered 
their lands out of my hand, 
that the LORD should 
deliver Jerusalem out of my 
hand?’”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Chronicles 32 
13 Do you not know what I and my 
fathers have done to all the 
peoples of other lands?  
Were the gods of the nations of 
those lands at all able to deliver 
their lands out of my hand?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14 Who among all the gods of 
those nations that my fathers 
devoted to destruction was able to 
deliver his people from my hand, 
that your God should be able to 
deliver you from my hand?  
 
 
 

Isaiah 36 
 
 
 
18b Has any of the gods of 
the nations delivered his 
land out of the hand of the 
king of Assyria?  
19 Where are the gods of 
Hamath and Arpad? 
Where are the gods of 
Sepharvaim?  
Have they delivered 
Samaria out of my hand? 
20 Who among all the 
gods of these lands have 
delivered their lands out 
of my hand, that the 
LORD should deliver 
Jerusalem out of my 
hand?’” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

36 But the people were silent and answered 
him not a word, for the king’s command was, 
“Do not answer him.” 37 Then Eliakim the son 
of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and 
Shebna the secretary, and Joah the son of 
Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with 
their clothes torn and told him the words of 
the Rabshakeh. 

21 But they were silent and answered him not 
a word, for the king’s command was, “Do not 
answer him.” 22 Then Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah, who was over the household, and 
Shebna the secretary, and Joah the son of 
Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with 
their clothes torn, and told him the words of 
the Rabshakeh. 

15 Now, therefore, do not let Hezekiah deceive you or mislead you in this 
fashion, and do not believe him, for no god of any nation or kingdom has been 
able to deliver his people from my hand or from the hand of my fathers. How 
much less will your God deliver you out of my hand!’” 
 
16 And his servants said still more against the LORD God and against his 
servant Hezekiah. 17 And he wrote letters to cast contempt on the LORD, the 
God of Israel, and to speak against him, saying, “Like the gods of the nations 
of the lands who have not delivered their people from my hands, so the God 
of Hezekiah will not deliver his people from my hand.” 18 And they shouted it 
with a loud voice in the language of Judah to the people of Jerusalem who 
were on the wall, to frighten and terrify them, in order that they might take the 
city. 19 And they spoke of the God of Jerusalem as they spoke of the gods of 
the peoples of the earth, which are the work of men’s hands. 



Fatal Thinking — The crucial statement in our reading for today reveals the key fault in Assyria’s 
thinking.  It was this: “And they spoke of the God of Jerusalem as they spoke of the gods of the 
peoples of the earth, which are the work of men’s hands” (2 Chron. 32:19).  Every nation had their 
own god, usually more than one.  Five times in our passage in 2 Chronicles, it refers to them in 
statements like, “the gods of the nations” (v. 13).  Their error was that they equated handmade gods 
with Yahweh, who is the only real God.  At most, their gods were connected to satanic angels, as 
Paul declared: “… what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God” (1 Cor. 10:20).  The 
Assyrian thinking was not only faulty, it was fatal; as a result, their whole army would first be 
dispersed and then later, miraculously killed during the night by the real God.  Do you see this false 
attitude in our world today?  Yes, many people claim that there are many ways to God, suggesting 
that legitimate ways include Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, etc., and they would include Christianity in 
such a list.  But Yahweh is not another god.  He is “the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only 
God” (1 Tim. 1:17).   

 
************************ 
 
  

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing his power and his love: 
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

—Robert Grant (1833) 



November 19 F Reading 231 — 2 Kings 19:1-13; Isa. 37:1-13 — Isaiah's prophecy sends Assyria 
away 

 

2 Kings 19 
1 As soon as King Hezekiah heard it, he tore 
his clothes and covered himself with sackcloth 
and went into the house of the LORD. 2 And he 
sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and 
Shebna the secretary, and the senior priests, 
covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah 
the son of Amoz. 3 They said to him, “Thus 
says Hezekiah, This day is a day of distress, of 
rebuke, and of disgrace; children have come to 
the point of birth, and there is no strength to 
bring them forth. 4 It may be that the LORD 
your God heard all the words of the 
Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of 
Assyria has sent to mock the living God, and 
will rebuke the words that the LORD your God 
has heard; therefore lift up your prayer for the 
remnant that is left.”  
 
5 When the servants of King Hezekiah came to 
Isaiah, 6 Isaiah said to them, “Say to your 
master, ‘Thus says the LORD: Do not be afraid 
because of the words that you have heard, 
with which the servants of the king of Assyria 
have reviled me. 7 Behold, I will put a spirit in 
him, so that he shall hear a rumor and return to 
his own land, and I will make him fall by the 
sword in his own land.’”  

Isaiah 37 
1 As soon as King Hezekiah heard it, he tore 
his clothes and covered himself with sackcloth 
and went into the house of the LORD. 2 And he 
sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and 
Shebna the secretary, and the senior priests, 
covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah 
the son of Amoz. 3 They said to him, “Thus 
says Hezekiah, ‘This day is a day of distress, of 
rebuke, and of disgrace; children have come to 
the point of birth, and there is no strength to 
bring them forth. 4 It may be that the LORD 
your God will hear the words of the 
Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of 
Assyria has sent to mock the living God, and 
will rebuke the words that the LORD your God 
has heard; therefore lift up your prayer for the 
remnant that is left.’” 
 
5 When the servants of King Hezekiah came to 
Isaiah, 6 Isaiah said to them, “Say to your 
master, ‘Thus says the LORD: Do not be afraid 
because of the words that you have heard, with 
which the young men of the king of Assyria 
have reviled me. 7 Behold, I will put a spirit in 
him, so that he shall hear a rumor and return to 
his own land, and I will make him fall by the 
sword in his own land.’” 



 

 
 
 
Struggling in Prayer — Hezekiah continued to trust in God in spite of Judah’s dire circumstances.  
He humbled himself by tearing his clothes and wearing sackcloth (Isa. 37:1); he turned to God by 
going to the temple (v. 1); he turned to Isaiah for prayer (v. 4).  It seems like Hezekiah’s request for 
prayer may have had a mixture of doubt and faith.  The doubt is suggested when he began by saying, 
“It may be…” (v. 4) that God would rebuke Sennacherib for his mockery but he had faith enough to 
ask Isaiah to “lift up your prayer” (v. 4) for the people.  Most of us struggle with doubts when we pray.  
We are hounded by the memories of previous unanswered prayer when God seemed to not act for 
us.  Isaiah’s basic response to Hezekiah was, “Thus says the LORD: Do not be afraid…” (v. 6).  
Why?  God is in control.  God then pulled Assyria’s army away from Jerusalem, Lachish, and Libnah 
(v. 8) by sending an Egyptian army to oppose them.  In our times of doubting in the midst of prayer, 
we must remember that 1) God is all-knowing—He sees the big picture and knows what is best, and 
2) God is all-loving—He genuinely looks out for His own.  Hezekiah’s request to Isaiah should also 
remind us that when we struggle in prayer about a serious need, we should seek out the prayerful 
help of other godly believers.  Don’t struggle alone!  The one you ask to help in prayer may be able to 
pray with more faith than you have at the time. 
************************ 
 
November 20 Sa (Optional) — Psalm 74:1-11 — Delayed Answers 
 
Although Hezekiah had been faithful in following God, the Assyrians still came to attack and conquer 
fortified cities of Judah.  Where was God’s reward for his faithfulness?  Where was God’s justice for 
the mocking and blasphemous attitude of Assyria’s leaders?  How long would the Lord wait before 
answering?  These were the same kinds of questions in the heart of Asaph as he wrote Psalm 74.  
We are going to consider this psalm in two parts.  Today, we read about the seemingly hopeless 
dilemma facing God’s people.  This account seems to be describing the later total destruction of 

2 Kings 19 (cont.) 
8 The Rabshakeh returned, and found the king 
of Assyria fighting against Libnah, for he heard 
that the king had left Lachish. 9 Now the king 
heard concerning Tirhakah king of Cush, 
“Behold, he has set out to fight against you.”  
So he sent messengers again to Hezekiah, 
saying, 10 “Thus shall you speak to Hezekiah 
king of Judah: ‘Do not let your God in whom 
you trust deceive you by promising that 
Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the 
king of Assyria. 11 Behold, you have heard what 
the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, 
devoting them to destruction. And shall you be 
delivered? 12 Have the gods of the nations 
delivered them, the nations that my fathers 
destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the 
people of Eden who were in Telassar? 
13 Where is the king of Hamath, the king of 
Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, the 
king of Hena, or the king of Ivvah?’”  

Isaiah 37 (cont.) 
8 The Rabshakeh returned, and found the king 
of Assyria fighting against Libnah, for he had 
heard that the king had left Lachish. 9 Now the 
king heard concerning Tirhakah king of 
Cush,[fn] “He has set out to fight against you.” 
And when he heard it, he sent messengers to 
Hezekiah, saying, 10 “Thus shall you speak to 
Hezekiah king of Judah: ‘Do not let your God 
in whom you trust deceive you by promising 
that Jerusalem will not be given into the hand 
of the king of Assyria. 11 Behold, you have 
heard what the kings of Assyria have done to 
all lands, devoting them to destruction. And 
shall you be delivered? 12 Have the gods of the 
nations delivered them, the nations that my 
fathers destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, 
and the people of Eden who were in Telassar? 
13 Where is the king of Hamath, the king of 
Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, the 
king of Hena, or the king of Ivvah?’” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(37:9) Probably Nubia 



Jerusalem by the Babylonians but its questions of “Why?!” also fit very well with the foreign threat 
faced by Hezekiah. 
 
A Maskil[fn] of Asaph. 
 

1    O God, why do you cast us off forever? 
Why does your anger smoke against the sheep of your pasture? 

2    Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old, 
which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage! 
Remember Mount Zion, where you have dwelt. 

3    Direct your steps to the perpetual ruins; 
the enemy has destroyed everything in the sanctuary! 

  
4    Your foes have roared in the midst of your meeting place; 

they set up their own signs for signs. 
5    They were like those who swing axes 

in a forest of trees.[fn] 
6    And all its carved wood 

they broke down with hatchets and hammers. 
7    They set your sanctuary on fire; 

they profaned the dwelling place of your name, 
bringing it down to the ground. 

8    They said to themselves, “We will utterly subdue them”; 
they burned all the meeting places of God in the land. 

  
9    We do not see our signs; 

there is no longer any prophet, 
and there is none among us who knows how long. 

10   How long, O God, is the foe to scoff? 
Is the enemy to revile your name forever? 

11   Why do you hold back your hand, your right hand? 
Take it from the fold of your garment[fn] and destroy them! 

  
ESV Footnotes 
(74:1) Probably a musical or liturgical term 
(74:5) The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
(74:11) Hebrew from your bosom 

 
In this psalmist’s many questions to God, there is no mention of the sins of His people.  If this psalm 
does describe Jerusalem’s later fall to Babylon, it was the result of Judah’s sins against God.  This is 
the first question we ought to ask God when we pray for relief from some pressing problem or 
disastrous event: “Have I displeased You?”  It is an invitation for conviction.  Earlier, David prayed, 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart!  Try me and know my thoughts!  And see if there be any 
grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!” (Ps. 139:23-24).  When we pray, it is normal 
for us to focus on the circumstance rather than on the cause of the problem.  Has God been 
bothering you about something in your life that you know is wrong but you have persisted in doing it?  
Perhaps your problem is God’s slap of discipline for your stubbornness.  Don’t bypass the need for 
confession and repentance when you pray! 
 


