
KHW45 Oct. 31 to Nov. 6 

October 31 Su (Optional) — From Instability to Stability 
 
Although King Ahaz came from a good family and had a relatively godly father, Jotham, he turned out 
to be a failure because he did not continue to be “firm in faith.”  There is a story in the New Testament 
that was similar in showing early instability; however, it ended well. 
 
John Mark came from a good family.  When Peter was miraculously released from prison by an 
angel, he went to the spiritually stable home of John Mark’s family. 

 

Mark was a cousin of Barnabas, who was very instrumental in supporting the Apostle Paul in the 
early years of his ministry.  Barnabas was also interested in supporting the spiritual growth of young 
John Mark, so he was recruited to join them on Paul’s first missionary journey. 

 

But for some unstated reason, after several weeks of ministry throughout the island of Cyprus, John 
Mark abandoned the mission. 
 
 
 
 

Paul viewed this as a failure and his displeasure with John Mark’s instability resulted in the separation 
of Paul and Barnabas before Paul’s second missionary journey. 

 

Faithful Barnabas stuck with the task of encouraging spiritual growth and stability in his young cousin.  
Did it work?  Yes.  John Mark ended up proving himself to be stable in his faith and in his service.  
Near the end of Paul’s life as he sat in prison, he requested that Mark should be sent to him because 
he had developed into a useful servant and a fellow worker. 

 

John Mark, as a faithful and mature Christian, ended up writing the Gospel of Mark.  Hopefully, the 
life story of John Mark will give you courage to rise up from any of your own disappointing failures so 
you can end up more like Mark than Ahaz. 
********************** 

“… he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was 
Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying” (Acts 12:12). 

“And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had completed their 
service, bringing with them John, whose other name was Mark” (Acts 12:25). 

“Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in 
Pamphylia. And John left them and returned to Jerusalem” (Acts 13:13). 

“And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us return and visit the brothers in every city 
where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.’ 37 Now Barnabas wanted 
to take with them John called Mark. 38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one who 
had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 39 And there 
arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark 
with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and departed, having been 
commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord” (Acts 15:36-40). 

“Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning 
whom you have received instructions—if he comes to you, welcome him), and Jesus who 
is called Justus. These are the only men of the circumcision among my fellow workers for 
the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me” (Col. 4:10-11). 



November 1 M Reading 217 — 2 Chron. 28:5-15 — Judah defeated by Syria and Israel   

 
Unexpected Repentance — As far away as the northern kingdom of Israel had strayed from 
worshiping and serving Yahweh, some wise spiritual leaders led them to repentance.  It was similar to 
the repentance of the Gentile city of Nineveh when Jonah went to them with God’s warning of 
destruction (Jonah 3:6-10).  Who would expect such a turnaround?!  The same thing happened to 
sinful Israel when the returning army was confronted by the prophet, Oded, who reminded them that 
although God had punished Judah, the people of Israel “had sins of your own against the LORD” (2 
Chron. 28:10).  Their repentance was real and thorough.  The leaders fed and clothed the grieving 
captives and escorted them back to Judah.  The “greater sinners” of Israel repented while the “lesser 
sinners” of Judah maintained their distance from God.  I wonder if some church people today don’t 
look a bit like the people of Judah during Ahaz’s reign; while former unbelievers are turning to Christ 
and forsaking their sins, many long-time Christians hang on to some of their worldliness.  Do we see 
our need for repentance?  Maybe we have turned away from the “big” sins but are we willing to also 
repent from sins of greed, selfishness, gossip, pride, etc.?  These are sins that the Holy Spirit reveals 
to our consciences and God expects us to repent. 
********************** 
 
 
  

5 Therefore the LORD his God gave him into the hand of the king of Syria, who defeated him and 
took captive a great number of his people and brought them to Damascus. He was also given into 
the hand of the king of Israel, who struck him with great force. 6 For Pekah the son of Remaliah 
killed 120,000 from Judah in one day, all of them men of valor, because they had forsaken the 
LORD, the God of their fathers. 7 And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, killed Maaseiah the king’s 
son and Azrikam the commander of the palace and Elkanah the next in authority to the king. 
 

8 The men of Israel took captive 200,000 of their relatives, women, sons, and daughters. They also 
took much spoil from them and brought the spoil to Samaria. 9 But a prophet of the LORD was 
there, whose name was Oded, and he went out to meet the army that came to Samaria and said 
to them, “Behold, because the LORD, the God of your fathers, was angry with Judah, he gave 
them into your hand, but you have killed them in a rage that has reached up to heaven. 10 And now 
you intend to subjugate the people of Judah and Jerusalem, male and female, as your slaves. 
Have you not sins of your own against the LORD your God? 11 Now hear me, and send back the 
captives from your relatives whom you have taken, for the fierce wrath of the LORD is upon you.” 
 
12 Certain chiefs also of the men of Ephraim, Azariah the son of Johanan, Berechiah the son of 
Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up against those 
who were coming from the war 13 and said to them, “You shall not bring the captives in here, for 
you propose to bring upon us guilt against the LORD in addition to our present sins and guilt. For 
our guilt is already great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel.” 14 So the armed men left the 
captives and the spoil before the princes and all the assembly. 15 And the men who have been 
mentioned by name rose and took the captives, and with the spoil they clothed all who were naked 
among them. They clothed them, gave them sandals, provided them with food and drink, and 
anointed them, and carrying all the feeble among them on donkeys, they brought them to their 
kinsfolk at Jericho, the city of palm trees. Then they returned to Samaria. 



November 2 Tu Reading 218 — 2 Kings 16:5-9; 2 Chron. 28:16-21 — Ahaz seeks help from Assyria  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seeking Help — Were these two stories from Kings and Chronicles with quite different descriptions 
of the same time or were they two events with similar elements?  It seems to me that they were 
different events.  In the first story (2 Kings), Israel and Syria were attacking Jerusalem, so Judah’s 
King Ahaz sent gold and silver to the Assyrian king for help, “And the king of Assyria listened to him” 
(2 Kings 16:9).  It worked!  Assyria conquered Damascus of Syria, ending their siege against 
Jerusalem.  Later, Judah was being plagued by Edom and the Philistines, so Ahaz sent more gold 
and silver to the Assyrian king, asking for help.  This time, it backfired against Ahaz and the “king of 
Assyria came against him and afflicted him instead of strengthening him” (2 Chron. 28:20).  The 
Assyrian king cooperated with Ahaz as long as it fit into his own plan to expand his empire.  The 
vassal became the victim and Judah served under the domination of Assyria for the next 30 years.  
Ahaz trusted in man instead of trusting in God and sometimes we also look for human rescue before 
thinking to ask God for His help.  “But seek first the kingdom of God…”! (Matt. 6:33).  That is our real 
source of help.  Man’s help may fail us but God is forever faithful. 
********************** 
  

2 Kings 16 
 

2 Chronicles 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up 
to wage war on Jerusalem, and they besieged Ahaz but could not conquer him. 6 At 
that time Rezin the king of Syria recovered Elath for Syria and drove the men of 
Judah from Elath, and the Edomites came to Elath, where they dwell to this day.  
 
7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I am your 
servant and your son. Come up and rescue me from the hand of the king of Syria 
and from the hand of the king of Israel, who are attacking me.” 8 Ahaz also took the 
silver and gold that was found in the house of the LORD and in the treasures of the 
king’s house and sent a present to the king of Assyria. 9 And the king of Assyria 
listened to him. The king of Assyria marched up against Damascus and took it, 
carrying its people captive to Kir, and he killed Rezin. 

16 At that time King Ahaz sent to the king[fn] of Assyria for help. 17 For the Edomites 
had again invaded and defeated Judah and carried away captives. 18 And the 
Philistines had made raids on the cities in the Shephelah and the Negeb of Judah, 
and had taken Beth-shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Soco with its villages, Timnah with 
its villages, and Gimzo with its villages. And they settled there. 19 For the LORD 
humbled Judah because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had made Judah act sinfully[fn] 
and had been very unfaithful to the LORD. 20 So Tiglath-pileser[fn] king of Assyria 
came against him and afflicted him instead of strengthening him. 21 For Ahaz took a 
portion from the house of the LORD and the house of the king and of the princes, 
and gave tribute to the king of Assyria, but it did not help him. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(28:16) Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate (compare 2 Kings 16:7); Hebrew kings 
(28:19) Or wildly 
(28:20) Hebrew Tilgath-pilneser 



November 3 W Reading 219 — 2 Kings 16:10-20; 2 Chron. 28:22-27 — Ahaz’s idolatry and death 

 
 

2 Kings 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
19 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz that he 
did, are they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?  
 
20 And Ahaz slept with his fathers and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David, 
and Hezekiah his son reigned in his place. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(16:17) Compare 1 Kings 7:23 

 

2 Chronicles 28 
22 In the time of his distress he became yet more 
faithless to the LORD—this same King Ahaz. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
26 Now the rest of his acts and all his ways, from 
first to last, behold, they are written  
in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel.  
 
27 And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in the city, in Jerusalem, for they did 
not bring him into the tombs of the kings of 
Israel. And Hezekiah his son reigned in his 
place. 

23 For he sacrificed to the gods of Damascus that had defeated him and 
said, “Because the gods of the kings of Syria helped them, I will sacrifice to 
them that they may help me.” But they were the ruin of him and of all 
Israel. 24 And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the house of God and 
cut in pieces the vessels of the house of God, and he shut up the doors of 
the house of the LORD, and he made himself altars in every corner of 
Jerusalem. 25 In every city of Judah he made high places to make offerings 
to other gods, provoking to anger the LORD, the God of his fathers.  

10 When King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, he 
saw the altar that was at Damascus. And King Ahaz sent to Uriah the priest a model 
of the altar, and its pattern, exact in all its details. 11 And Uriah the priest built the 
altar; in accordance with all that King Ahaz had sent from Damascus, so Uriah the 
priest made it, before King Ahaz arrived from Damascus. 12 And when the king came 
from Damascus, the king viewed the altar. Then the king drew near to the altar and 
went up on it 13 and burned his burnt offering and his grain offering and poured his 
drink offering and threw the blood of his peace offerings on the altar. 14 And the 
bronze altar that was before the LORD he removed from the front of the house, from 
the place between his altar and the house of the LORD, and put it on the north side 
of his altar. 15 And King Ahaz commanded Uriah the priest, saying, “On the great 
altar burn the morning burnt offering and the evening grain offering and the king’s 
burnt offering and his grain offering, with the burnt offering of all the people of the 
land, and their grain offering and their drink offering. And throw on it all the blood of 
the burnt offering and all the blood of the sacrifice, but the bronze altar shall be for 
me to inquire by.” 16 Uriah the priest did all this, as King Ahaz commanded. 
 
17 And King Ahaz cut off the frames of the stands and removed the basin from them, 
and he took down the sea[fn] from off the bronze oxen that were under it and put it on 
a stone pedestal. 18 And the covered way for the Sabbath that had been built inside 
the house and the outer entrance for the king he caused to go around the house of 
the LORD, because of the king of Assyria.  



Modernizing Worship — King Ahaz had lost the concept of the holiness and uniqueness of Yahweh.  
On his visit to Damascus to see the king of Assyria, who now also ruled over Syria, Israel, and Judah, 
Ahaz was impressed by the altar built for the Syrian god Hadad.  It caused him to want to “upgrade” 
the worship center in Jerusalem.  God had designed and located the old bronze altar but Ahaz moved 
it to make room for the new “great altar” (2 Kings 16:15).  This change, and others, were all 
apparently made “because of the king of Assyria” (v. 18).  Was it because he had ordered it?  Or 
perhaps it was only because of his influence.  Ahaz wanted to be like others, even his conquerors.  
But these changes were not true improvements; they ended up being “the ruin of him” (2 Chron. 
28:23).  Are our churches going down a similar road today in trying to modernize public worship so it 
will be more attractive to the culture of the unconverted?  Removing the old is not always good.  The 
future kings, Hezekiah and Josiah, would temporarily bring Judah back to more proper worship but 
Ahaz’s actions set the stage for Judah’s ultimate apostasy and subsequent exile to Babylon. 
********************** 
 
November 4 Th Reading 220 — 2 Kings 17:1-23 — Fall of Israel 
 
1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea the son of Elah began to reign in Samaria over 
Israel, and he reigned nine years. 2 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, yet not as the 
kings of Israel who were before him. 3 Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria. And 
Hoshea became his vassal and paid him tribute. 4 But the king of Assyria found treachery in Hoshea, 
for he had sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, and offered no tribute to the king of Assyria, as he 
had done year by year. Therefore the king of Assyria shut him up and bound him in prison. 5 Then the 
king of Assyria invaded all the land and came to Samaria, and for three years he besieged it. 
 
6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria, and he carried the Israelites away 
to Assyria and placed them in Halah, and on the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes. 
 
7 And this occurred because the people of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God, who had 
brought them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had 
feared other gods 8 and walked in the customs of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the 
people of Israel, and in the customs that the kings of Israel had practiced. 9 And the people of Israel 
did secretly against the LORD their God things that were not right. They built for themselves high 
places in all their towns, from watchtower to fortified city. 10 They set up for themselves pillars and 
Asherim on every high hill and under every green tree, 11 and there they made offerings on all the 
high places, as the nations did whom the LORD carried away before them. And they did wicked 
things, provoking the LORD to anger, 12 and they served idols, of which the LORD had said to them, 
“You shall not do this.” 13 Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, 
saying, “Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes, in accordance with 
all the Law that I commanded your fathers, and that I sent to you by my servants the prophets.” 
 
14 But they would not listen, but were stubborn, as their fathers had been, who did not believe in the 
LORD their God. 15 They despised his statutes and his covenant that he made with their fathers and 
the warnings that he gave them. They went after false idols and became false, and they followed the 
nations that were around them, concerning whom the LORD had commanded them that they should 
not do like them. 16 And they abandoned all the commandments of the LORD their God, and made for 
themselves metal images of two calves; and they made an Asherah and worshiped all the host of 
heaven and served Baal. 17 And they burned their sons and their daughters as offerings[fn] and used 
divination and omens and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to 
anger. 18 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them out of his sight. None 
was left but the tribe of Judah only. 
 



19 Judah also did not keep the commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in the customs that 
Israel had introduced. 20 And the LORD rejected all the descendants of Israel and afflicted them and 
gave them into the hand of plunderers, until he had cast them out of his sight. 
 
21 When he had torn Israel from the house of David, they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king. And 
Jeroboam drove Israel from following the LORD and made them commit great sin. 22 The people of 
Israel walked in all the sins that Jeroboam did. They did not depart from them, 23 until the 
LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had spoken by all his servants the prophets. So Israel 
was exiled from their own land to Assyria until this day. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(17:17) Or made their sons and their daughters pass through the fire 

 
Out of His Sight — The patience of God is amazing.  His punishment for the 10 northern tribes was 
delayed for 209 years—from 931 B.C., when Jeroboam ripped the people of God apart, until 722 
B.C., when Hoshea went from prison to exile in Assyria.  That is long suffering!  They finally got what 
they deserved, however.  The three main sins of Israel seem to be that “they would not listen” (v. 14), 
“they despised his statutes” (v. 15), and “they went after false idols” (v. 15).  They were often warned 
but they continued to turn from God’s ways to follow what was false.  Notice the stated result of going 
after false idols was that the people “…became false” (v. 15).  We tend to be changed into our focus.  
Thankfully, we are “going after” God when we read His Word every day and as we pray for His 
enlightenment and strength.  Our culture around us enjoys the patience of God and depends on it.  
He takes so long to punish that it doesn’t look like He really cares.  Why bother to do what is right?  
One big reason is that God’s patience does have a limit, as the Israelites found out.  Three times in 
this passage it is said the Lord removed Israel “out of his sight” (vv. 18, 20, 23).  That is permanent 
punishment, which is sadly different from eternal life! 
********************** 
 
November 5 F Reading 221 — 2 Kings 17:24-41 — Resettlement of Israel 
 
24 And the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and 
placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the people of Israel. And they took possession of 
Samaria and lived in its cities. 25 And at the beginning of their dwelling there, they did not fear the 
LORD. Therefore the LORD sent lions among them, which killed some of them. 26 So the king of 
Assyria was told, “The nations that you have carried away and placed in the cities of Samaria do not 
know the law of the god of the land. Therefore he has sent lions among them, and behold, they are 
killing them, because they do not know the law of the god of the land.” 27 Then the king of Assyria 
commanded, “Send there one of the priests whom you carried away from there, and let him [fn] go and 
dwell there and teach them the law of the god of the land.” 28 So one of the priests whom they had 
carried away from Samaria came and lived in Bethel and taught them how they should fear the 
LORD. 
 
29 But every nation still made gods of its own and put them in the shrines of the high places that the 
Samaritans had made, every nation in the cities in which they lived. 30 The men of Babylon made 
Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the men of Hamath made Ashima, 31 and the Avvites 
made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned their children in the fire to Adrammelech and 
Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim. 32 They also feared the LORD and appointed from among 
themselves all sorts of people as priests of the high places, who sacrificed for them in the shrines of 
the high places. 33 So they feared the LORD but also served their own gods, after the manner of the 
nations from among whom they had been carried away. 
 



34 To this day they do according to the former manner. They do not fear the LORD, and they do not 
follow the statutes or the rules or the law or the commandment that the LORD commanded the 
children of Jacob, whom he named Israel. 35 The LORD made a covenant with them and commanded 
them, “You shall not fear other gods or bow yourselves to them or serve them or sacrifice to 
them, 36 but you shall fear the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt with great power and 
with an outstretched arm. You shall bow yourselves to him, and to him you shall sacrifice. 37 And the 
statutes and the rules and the law and the commandment that he wrote for you, you shall always be 
careful to do. You shall not fear other gods, 38 and you shall not forget the covenant that I have made 
with you. You shall not fear other gods, 39 but you shall fear the LORD your God, and he will deliver 
you out of the hand of all your enemies.” 40 However, they would not listen, but they did according to 
their former manner. 
 
41 So these nations feared the LORD and also served their carved images. Their children did likewise, 
and their children’s children—as their fathers did, so they do to this day. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(17:27) Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew them 

 
Mixed Fear — Eight times in this passage, it is mentioned that people “feared the LORD,” but in most 
places, it referred to their external worship of offering sacrifices.  They knew about Yahweh and 
acknowledged His existence and power, “but they did according to their former manner” (v. 40).  It 
was mixed fear.  Does that sound like people today?  They know about God and probably believe that 
He exists but it doesn’t really affect their lives.  He is incorporated but shared with other interests.  
Before we dismiss those people entirely, however, we should ask ourselves to what degree we do the 
same.  Is our “fear of the LORD” mixed?  It is certainly not mixed with the false gods of other nations 
but it can be mixed to some extent with other things in our lives upon which we place high 
importance, like jobs, property, entertainment, and prestige.  The Christian life should involve a 
continuous recognition and minimizing of our attention placed on things that compete with our 
commitment to God.  We are told “to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to 
serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul” (Deut. 10:12).  That is 
wholehearted, not mixed fear. 
 
Meditation: It is interesting that God used lions as a tool for evangelizing people: “…the LORD sent 
lions among them” (v. 25).  That got their attention and made them aware of their need to know God.  
Then the Lord motivated the king of Assyria to send back some of Israel’s priests to educate them 
about Yahweh and His laws.  (The “one” priest mentioned in verses 27-28 was probably a chief 
priest, since the verse 27 footnote [“them” in Hebrew] suggests that multiple priests were sent.)  Yes, 
those priests may not have been Levites, since they were probably descendants of those appointed 
by Jeroboam and his successors (1 Kings 13:33), but they had the scrolls of the Torah, the Law of 
God, to share with the foreign people.  Over 700 years later, when Jesus talked to the woman at the 
well of Samaria (John 4), we see that the mixed fear of Yahweh still existed among these foreign 
people who had mixed with Jewish people remaining in the land. 
********************** 
 
November 6 Sa (Optional) — 2 Peter 3:1-18 — Patience of God 
 
God’s patience put up with Israel’s rebellious attitudes and practices for over 200 years before His 
devastating punishment was applied to them through Assyria, putting them “out of his sight.”  He has 
predicted another, even more dramatic punishment for all the world’s inhabitants who refuse to follow 
Him.  Peter wrote about this almost 2,000 years ago, showing ten times the patience God had with 
Israel!  Look for statements about God’s patience as you read it today. 
 



1 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your 
sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and 
the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, that 
scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, 
"Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing 
as they were from the beginning of creation." 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the 
heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of 
God, 6 and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 7 

But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the 
day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.  
 
8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you,[fn] not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 
heavenly bodies[fn] will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it 
will be exposed.[fn] 
 
11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But 
according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells.  
 
14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or 
blemish, and at peace. 15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother 
Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when he 
speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which 
the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 17 You 
therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with the error of 
lawless people and lose your own stability. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(3:9) Some manuscripts on your account 
(3:10) Or elements; also verse 12 
(3:10) Greek found; some manuscripts will be burned up 

 

• Why is God patient toward people? (vv. 9, 15). 

• Verses 11-14 mention three times our “waiting” for what is to come, which also suggests 
patience.  What four qualities are said to characterize our lives as we wait? 

 


