
KGW47 to Nov. 26 
 
November 20 Su Reading 324 — Romans 2:1-11 — God Shows No Partiality 
 
1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on 
another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 2 We know 
that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man—
you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the 
judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, 
not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and 
impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous 
judgment will be revealed.  
 
6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for 
glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those who are self-seeking[fn] and do 
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. 9 There will be tribulation 
and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and 
honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no 
partiality.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(2:8) Or contentious 
 

God’s Purpose of Kindness — One attribute of God is His justice; He is completely right in His 
judgment of mankind, showing no partiality (v. 11).  Other attributes listed in this passage are “his 
kindness and forbearance and patience” (v. 4a), and significantly, the purpose of “God’s kindness is 
… to lead you to repentance” (v. 4b).  Today, there is a certain “God understands” attitude among 
many Christians, presuming that the pressure is off for them regarding strict obedience to God’s 
commands.  The purpose for God’s kindness to us, however, is not to make us more comfortable in 
our sin, but to encourage us to turn from our sin in repentance. 
 

Depth of Mercy - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
November 21 M Reading 325 — Romans 3:1-8 — Let God Be True 
 
1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2 Much in every way. To 
begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What if some were unfaithful? Does 
their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God?  
 
4 By no means! Let God be true though every one were a liar, as it is written,  

Depth of mercy, can there be 
    Mercy still reserved for me? 
Can my God His wrath forbear, 
    Me, the chief of sinners spare? 
 
I have long withstood His grace: 
    Long provoked Him to His face; 
Would not harken to His calls; 
    Grieved Him by a thousand falls. 
 

— Charles Wesley (1740) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oeZ9mwgSDwM


 
"That you may be justified in your words,  

and prevail when you are judged."  
 
5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That God 
is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.) 6 By no means! For then how could 
God judge the world? 7 But if through my lie God's truth abounds to his glory, why am I still being 
condemned as a sinner? 8 And why not do evil that good may come? — as some people slanderously 
charge us with saying. Their condemnation is just.  
 
By No Means! — Paul used the emphatic expression, “By no means!” (vv. 4, 6), twice in this 
passage to show us something about God.  First, he said that man’s sin does not nullify God’s 
promises (“Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God?  By no means!”—vv. 3b-4a).  God 
had promised Israel that He would keep them as a nation to be His own people.  Although “some 
were unfaithful” (v. 3a)—actually most of them at times—He would keep His promise.  God 
occasionally painfully disciplined them to bring them back on track, but He never gave up on them as 
His people.  God is just as faithful today in His dealing with Christians who stray away from Him into 
sinful attitudes and actions.  God keeps His promises.  The second time Paul used this emphatic 
expression, it was to show us that God is not wrong or unfair in His judgment (“That God is 
unrighteous to inflict wrath on us?  By no means!”—vv. 5b-6a).  He must punish evil.  Thankfully, 
Jesus willingly took that punishment for us. 
 

Jesus Paid it All - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meditation: It is interesting that all three Persons of the Trinity are connected with truth in 
Scripture. Twice in this passage, God is connected with truth: “...let God be true though every one 
were a liar...” (v. 4), and “...God’s truth abounds to his glory” (v. 7).  The Son of God said, “I am the 
way, and the truth...” (John 14:6), and the Holy Spirit is said to be “the Spirit of truth” (John 15:26).  
There is no falseness or deception in God; everything about Him is true.  Jesus also said to the 
Father, “your word is truth” (John 17:17).  What you are reading every day in God’s Word is truth.  
Believe and depend on it! 
 
************************** 
 
November 22 Tu Reading 326 — Romans 4:13-25 — The Promise of God 
 
13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are 
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no 
law there is no transgression.  
 

I hear the Savior say, 
   "Thy strength indeed is small; 
Child of weakness, watch and pray; 
    Find in Me thine all in all." 
 

Jesus paid it all, 
    All to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
    He washed it white as snow. 
 

— Elvina M. Hall (1865) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5DyeCx8H4U


16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to 
all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations"—
in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence 
the things that do not exist. 18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of 
many nations, as he had been told, "So shall your offspring be." 19 He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness[fn] of Sarah's womb. 20 No unbelief made him waver concerning 
the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that 
God was able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why his faith was "counted to him as 
righteousness." 23 But the words "it was counted to him" were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for 
ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who 
was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(4:19) Greek deadness 

 
Growing While Waiting — How long did Abraham have to wait for the birth of Isaac after God had 
promised him a son?  About 25 years.  In spite of this long wait, however, “he grew strong in his faith 
as he gave glory to God” (v. 20).  Does your faith grow stronger as you wait for God to act, or is it 
gradually lessened as time passes by?  How did Abraham’s faith grow?  It was “as he gave glory to 
God.”  He kept his focus on God.  It is true that Abraham lapsed in his faith when he accepted 
Sarah’s advice to take Hagar as a wife to produce offspring, but that was not the fulfillment of God’s 
promise.  Even after Ishmael was born to Hagar, God clarified His promise to Abraham: “Sarah your 
wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac” (Gen. 17:19).  If God “gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist” (Rom. 4:17), He can also give a promised 
son to a 100-year-old man and his 90-year-old wife.  God can do the “impossible.”  Abraham waited 
and grew in faith because he trusted God to keep His promise. 
 

While I Wait - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
November 23 W Reading 327 — Romans 8:12-17; 26-30 — The Trinity of Help 
 
12 So then, brothers, [fn] we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live 
according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons[fn] of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit 
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 
"Abba! Father!" 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified with him…  
 
 

I live by faith, and not by sight; 
    Sometimes miracles take time. 
 
While I wait, I will worship; 
    Lord, I'll worship Your name. 
While I wait, I will trust You; 
    Lord, I'll trust You all the same. 
 

— Lincoln Brewster (2018) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NswPPVgMaPE


26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because[fn] the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 
will of God. 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, [fn] for those 
who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 
those whom he justified he also glorified.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(8:12) Or brothers and sisters; also verse 29 
(8:14) See discussion on “sons” in the Preface 
(8:27) Or that 
(8:28) Some manuscripts God works all things together for good, or God works in all things for the good 

 
Our Daddy, Helper, and Model — This passage has much to say about Yahweh.  Eight times it 
refers to God the Father, eight times to the Holy Spirit, and twice to Christ, the Son.  The emphasis on 
the Father seems to be about our relationship with Him, our “Abba” (“daddy,” v. 18).  We Christians 
are His “children” (v. 16) and His “heirs” (v. 17).  We are close to Him in fellowship.  The Father is 
also our helper, as He causes “all things [to] work together for good” (v. 28).  The stress on the Holy 
Spirit in this passage seems to be that He is our Helper.  He helps us “put to death the deeds of the 
body” (v. 13); He leads us (“…led by the Spirit of God”—v. 14); He “bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God” (v. 16); He “helps us in our weakness” and “intercedes for us” in our prayers 
(v. 26).  The focus on Christ, the Son, seems to be on our partnership with Him, being “fellow heirs 
with Christ” (v. 17) and being “conformed to the image of his Son” (v. 29).  He is our model, and as 
we focus on Him, we “are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another” (2 Cor. 3:18). 
 

Abba Father - YouTube 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
November 24 Th Reading 328 — Romans 9:6-24 — God’s Purpose of Election 
 
6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong 
to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but "Through Isaac 
shall your offspring be named." 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the 
children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the 
promise said: "About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son." 10 And not only so, 
but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they were 
not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might 
continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— 12 she was told, "The older will serve 
the younger." 13 As it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."  
 
14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! 15 For he says to Moses, "I 
will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion." 16 
So then it depends not on human will or exertion, [fn] but on God, who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture 

The Lord is my portion, sings my soul, 
New every morning and gives me hope. 
 

Abba Father, I am yours; 
I am yours, Abba Father. 
 

— Matthew Stemme 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFPqlqV4nEI


says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and 
that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth." 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, 
and he hardens whomever he wills.  
 
19 You will say to me then, "Why does he still find fault?  For who can resist his will?" 20 But who are 
you, O man, to answer back to God?  Will what is molded say to its molder, "Why have you made me 
like this?"  21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for 
honorable use and another for dishonorable use?  22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to 
make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 
in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared 
beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the 
Gentiles?  
 
ESV Footnote 
(9:16) Greek not of him who wills or runs 

 
The Will of God — This is a very difficult passage that has generated much controversy for over 700 
years.  It emphasizes that God’s election for salvation is not based on works (v. 11).  The example 
given is that God chose the younger Jacob and rejected his twin brother, Esau, even before they 
were born (v. 13).  Why?!  Doesn’t that sound unfair?  Paul anticipated that question, and answered 
that there is no “injustice on God’s part” (v. 14).  He even makes God’s decision seem to be arbitrary 
by quoting God’s statement to Moses: “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy” (v. 15).  God’s 
choice does not depend “on human will or exertion” [“or effort”—NIV], but “on God, who has mercy” 
(v. 16).  Then, when Paul likened God to the potter making “vessels … prepared for wrath” and 
“vessels of mercy” (v. 23), God’s action seems to be even more arbitrary.  Is God’s choice based on 
His foreknowledge of a person’s future faith, perhaps reflecting back to Abraham-like faith that saves 
(Romans 4)?  Unfortunately, this passage doesn’t tell us the basis for His having mercy on some and 
not on others.  When Paul asked, “For who can resist his will” (Rom. 9:19), he used the same root 
Greek word for “will” (noun boúlēma) that Peter used when he wrote, “The Lord … is patient toward 
you, not wishing [verb boúlomai] that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2 Peter 
3:9).  How could God not wish any to perish, yet prepare vessels for destruction (Rom. 9:22)?  
Somehow, both of these statements are true.  To add complication to the question, Paul used a 
different Greek word when he wrote that God “has mercy on whomever he wills [thélõ], and he 
hardens whomever he wills [thélõ]” (v. 18).  Yet, Paul used the same word to tell Timothy that God 
“desires [thélõ] all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).  Again, 
it appears to be contradictory, but it cannot be. 
 
If you are interested in seeing the other related NT verses that use these two basic Greek words, you 
may click on this link: Will of God in the NT.pdf 
 

We Are Called to Be God's People - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 

We are called to be God's people, 
    Showing by our lives His grace, 
One in heart and one in spirit, 
    Sign of hope for all the race. 
Let us show how He has changed us 
    And remade us as His own; 
Let us share our life together 
    As we shall around His throne. 
 

— Thomas A. Jackson (1973) 

file:///C:/Users/benwe/Documents/Bible%20Topic%20Studies/Will%20of%20God%20in%20the%20NT%20PDF.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yC7Z1W5Tl1Q


 
November 25 F Reading 329 — Romans 11:13-36 — Oh, the Depth of God! 
 
13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my 
ministry 14 in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 15 For if 
their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the 
dead? 16 If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so are 
the branches.  
 
17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in 
among the others and now share in the nourishing root[fn] of the olive tree, 18 do not be arrogant 
toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that 
supports you. 19 Then you will say, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in." 20 That is 
true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not 
become proud, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 22 
Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's 
kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. 23 And even 
they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in 
again. 24 For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, 
into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their 
own olive tree.  
 
25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: [fn] a 
partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this 
way all Israel will be saved, as it is written,  
 

"The Deliverer will come from Zion,  
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob";  

27  "and this will be my covenant with them  
when I take away their sins."  

 
28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved 
for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as 
you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their 
disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they 
also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy 
on all.  
 
33  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  
 
34  "For who has known the mind of the Lord,  

or who has been his counselor?"  
35 "Or who has given a gift to him  

that he might be repaid?"  
 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(11:17) Greek root of richness; some manuscripts richness 
(11:25) Or brothers and sisters 
(11:31) Some manuscripts omit now 



 
Unsearchable and Inscrutable — Paul closed this chapter with a beautiful doxology of praise to 
God, first exclaiming, “the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!” (v. 33).  He 
implied that those three attributes of God go far beyond our comprehension because He is infinitely 
greater than we are.  That should not make us want to give up in trying to understand, however, but it 
should cause us to praise the magnificence of who God is.  The next expression of praise begins 
with, “How unsearchable are his judgments...”  That includes God’s justice.  We struggled yesterday 
with the difficulty of understanding the concept of God’s justice in choosing Jacob over Esau before 
they were even born.  Because of the goodness of God, we know that His judgments are absolutely 
just, but we don’t see the whole picture that God sees.  His judgments are unsearchable; we cannot 
understand them completely.  Paul followed that statement by adding that God’s ways are 
“inscrutable.”  What does that mean?  This Greek word is used only one other time in the NT (Eph. 
3:8), where the ESV translates it as “unsearchable.”  The dictionary defines inscrutable as “not readily 
investigated, interpreted, or understood.”  Other Bible versions translate the word in this verse as 
“past finding out” (NKJV), “beyond tracing out” (NIV), and “unfathomable” (NASB).  It is far beyond us.  
So, we shouldn’t get too upset when we encounter concepts in the Bible about God that we cannot 
fully comprehend.  He is awesome beyond our understanding, and we should praise Him for that. 
 

Unsearchable - YouTube 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

************************** 
 
November 26 Sa Reading 330 — Romans 12:1-2 — God’s Perfect Will 
 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers,[fn] by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. [fn] 2 Do not be conformed to this 
world, [fn] but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. [fn] 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(12:1) Or brothers and sisters 
(12:1) Or your rational service 
(12:2) Greek age 
(12:2) Or what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God 

 
Acceptable Sacrifice — In the OT, God required animals to be killed in sacrifice as worship to Him.  
Today, God also requires sacrifice, but it is a “living sacrifice” (v.1).  Jesus was the final sacrifice for 
which God required death.  Following the death of Jesus, God requires a “living sacrifice,” another 
way of saying “surrender.”  The sacrifice of surrender is 
the sacrifice that is “holy and acceptable to God” for 
Christians.  Our whole lives should be seen as being 
offered to God for His purposes. 
 

I Surrender All - YouTube 
 

Unsearchable greatness, 
Unsearchable wisdom, 
Unsearchable grace to me. 
I am lost in the wonder of all that I know, 
Knowing there’s much more to see. 
You are unsearchable. 
 

— Sue and Gwen Smith (2008) 

All to Jesus I surrender, 
    All to Him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust Him, 
    In His presence daily live. 
 

— Judson Van De Venter (1896) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRB6cg53qyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j04Bx9pKwpU

