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November 13 Su Reading 317 — 2 Corinthians 3:7-18 — The Spirit’s Glory and Freedom 
 
7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could 
not gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, 8 will not the 
ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? 9 For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, 
the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 10 Indeed, in this case, what once had glory 
has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if what was being 
brought to an end came with glory, much more will what is permanent have glory.  
 
12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face 
so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 14 But their 
minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains 
unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a 
veil lies over their hearts. 16 But when one[fn] turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord[fn] 
is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding the glory of the Lord, [fn] are being transformed into the same image from one degree of 
glory to another. [fn] For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(3:16) Greek he 
(3:17) Or this Lord 
(3:18) Or reflecting the glory of the Lord 
(3:18) Greek from glory to glory 

 
Beholding and Becoming — Twelve times in these 12 verses, the word “glory” is used, centering on 
two main categories.  First, there was the glory of ministry, contrasting the temporary glory of God’s 
hand-carved commandments on tablets of stone (“the ministry of death”—v. 7), versus the permanent 
glory (v. 11) of the message brought through Jesus.  The NT message is not only more glorious than 
the OT in terms of permanency, but also in purpose.  The former message was a “ministry of 
condemnation,” while the latter message was a “ministry of righteousness” (v. 9).  It was a shift from 
blame to blameless, from despair to hope, and from dullness to understanding.  The focus on “glory” 
in this passage applies not only to ministry, but also to freedom: “…where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom” (v. 17).  In this freedom, “we are very bold” (v. 12) in our relationship with others 
because we have entered the freedom of “beholding the glory of the Lord” (v. 18) in a way that 
changes us as we concentrate on Him.  There was an initial transformation when we first surrendered 
to God for salvation, but it continues now “from one degree of glory to another” (v. 18) as we turn to 
God in prayer and in His Word.  As we behold Him, we are becoming more like Him. 
 

Face to Face with Christ My Savior - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
 
 

Face to face—Oh, blissful moment! 
Face to face—to see and know; 
Face to face with my Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ who loves me so. 
 

— Carrie E. Breck (1898) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvWMhNX0HGU


November 14 M Reading 318 — 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 — The Light of God 
 
1 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God,[fn] we do not lose heart. 2 But we have 
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice[fn] cunning or to tamper with God's 
word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience 
in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their 
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants[fn] for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, 
who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(4:1) Greek having this ministry as we have received mercy 
(4:2) Greek to walk in 
(4:5) Or slaves (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface) 

 
Seeing the Light — In the beginning of Creation, “God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light” 
(Gen. 1:3).  In this gospel era, God “has shone in our hearts … the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God” (2 Cor. 4:6).  The Apostle John wrote, “This is the message we have heard from him and 
proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5).  The Creator of 
physical light is also the eternal Source of spiritual light.  Those with physical eyes can see physical 
light and those with spiritual eyes can see spiritual light.  Both are available to all, but sometimes 
there are hindrances of physical or spiritual blindness.  Physical blindness may have many causes, 
but spiritual blindness comes from the activities of “the god of this world … to keep them from seeing 
the light of the gospel” (2 Cor. 4:4).  What a blessing of grace it is that God has thwarted Satan’s 
plans, so that we have seen the light of His glory and turned to it! 
 

Arise, Your Light Is Come - YouTube 
 

 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
November 15 Tu Reading 319 — 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 — God’s Surpassing Power 
 
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not 
to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 

persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death 
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live are always 
being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our 
mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you.  
 
13 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, "I believed, and so I 
spoke," we also believe, and so we also speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will 
raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. 15 For it is all for your sake, so that 
as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.  
 

Arise, your light is come! 
    The Spirit's call obey; 
Show forth the glory of your God, 
    Which shines on you today. 
 

— Ruth C. Duck (1974) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqGSBfD1Xr4


16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self[fn] is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed 
day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond 
all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the 
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(4:16) Greek man 

 
Jars of Power — This passage is filled with contrasts between the weakness of man and the power 
of God.  We humans are the fragile “jars of clay,” but those jars contain “this treasure … the 
surpassing power [that] belongs to God” (v. 7).  What a combination!  Our weakness contains God’s 
power.  The same power that raised Jesus from the dead (v. 14) also enables us to go through 
troubled times, and each “affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison” (v. 17).  Remember that!  Memorize verse 17!  It will help you anticipate the good things 
God is doing through your trials.  God delights in showing His power through the most unlikely 
people—weak jars with God’s power. 
 

Earthen Vessels - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
November 16 W Reading 320 — 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 — Our Heavenly Dwelling 
 
1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our 
heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on[fn] we may not be found naked. 4 For while we are still in 
this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further 
clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very 
thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.  
 
6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away 
from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather 
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it 
our aim to please him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 
may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(5:3) Some manuscripts putting it off 

 
Better Than Ever — The question many Christians have about heaven is not only what the place is 
going to look like, but what are we going to be like.  We have been given only hints in Scripture about 
both.  Here, Paul shows us another glimpse of “our heavenly dwelling” (v.2), speaking of our physical 
body.  First, it is said to be “a building from God” (v. 1); God is the architect.  He did a pretty amazing 
job of making our present physical bodies, and we should expect even more for our heavenly bodies.  
Secondly, it will be “eternal in the heavens” (v. 1b); it will never deteriorate and never die.  Using a 
clothing metaphor, Paul suggested that our heavenly bodies will be of even better quality than our 
physical existence: “…what is mortal … [will] be swallowed up by life” (v. 4).  This seems to be 

We hold a treasure not made of gold. 
    In earthen vessels, wealth untold. 
One treasure only, the Lord, the Christ, 
    In earthen vessels. 
 

— John Foley (1975) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLkc473jcV4


speaking not so much of time, but more of value.  Finally, God, “who has prepared us for this … has 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee” (v. 5).  The indwelling Holy Spirit is only a taste of what is to come 
in heaven.  If you came to know Christ as an adult, you remember the drastic contrast between what 
you were before and what you quickly became, internally.  That internal change serves as God’s 
guarantee that what He has promised for us in heaven will definitely take place.  The best is yet to 
come. 
 

A Charge to Keep I Have - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
November 17 Th Reading 321 — 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 — The Surpassing Grace of God 
 
6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully[fn] 
will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
that having all sufficiency[fn] in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is 
written, 
 
   "He has distributed freely, 
      he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever."  
 
10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous 
in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is 
not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By 
their approval of this service, they[fn] will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, 
14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 
Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(9:6) Greek with blessings; twice in this verse 
(9:8) Or all contentment 
(9:13) Or you 

 
Given to Giving — Our generous and joyful giving brings pleasure to God: “God loves a cheerful 
giver” (v. 7).  When we give like that, we are imitating God, and it brings Him pleasure to see His 
children following His example.  Generosity is an important characteristic of God.  Also, our giving 
brings out more of God’s generosity, in that He gives us more to give: “God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that … you may abound in every good work” (v. 8).  He is generous to us so that 
we can be generous to others: “He … will multiply your seed for sowing” (v. 10).  He has given so we 
can be giving.  Understanding that concept should weaken my selfish attitude that considers the 
things I have as “mine.”  It all comes from God, and He has given some of it to us to use us to help 
supply the needs of others.  We also see in this passage that God benefits from our giving, in that the 
result of our giving to others will bring glory to God: “… will produce thanksgiving to God” (v. 11).  

A charge to keep I have, 
    A God to glorify, 
A never-dying soul to save, 
    And fit it for the sky. 
 

— Charles Wesley (1762) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8w-m4JlKjy4


People will be blessed by our generosity, and they will thank God for supplying their needs through 
us. 
 

For the Fruits of His Creation - YouTube 
 

 
 
 
 
 

************************** 
 
November 18 F Reading 322 — 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 — The Sufficient Grace of God 
 
1 I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions and 
revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know that this 
man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God 
knows— 4 and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5 On behalf of this man I 
will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses— 6 though if I should wish 
to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no one 
may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. 7 So to keep me from becoming 
conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations,[fn] a thorn was given me in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then 
I am strong.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(12:7) Or hears from me, even because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations. So to keep me from becoming 
conceited 

 
Power in Weakness — We like to think of God as a fixer of our problems.  He often does that, but 
He also sometimes lets them remain in order to produce something good for us or to teach us 
something about Himself.  Here, Paul seems to show that his “thorn in the flesh” was allowed to 
remain so that God’s power would be displayed: “…my power is made perfect in weakness” (v. 9).  
This is a lesson of dependence.  When we recognize that we are helpless in our own strength and 
abilities, then we can turn to God so that He can demonstrate His strength and ability.  That goes 
against our human nature and against our surrounding culture.  Its early evidence may be seen in the 
toddler who demands, “Me do it!”  That attitude did help us to learn how to do things, but it also shows 
our tendency to depend on ourselves rather than upon God.  We need to go against our human 
nature and our culture to discover the available, amazing power of God and His willingness to do 
things in our lives—His power in our weakness. 
 

Let Me but Hear My Savior Say - YouTube 
 
 
 
************************** 

For the fruits of all creation, thanks be to God;  
For the gifts of every nation, thanks be to God;  
For the ploughing, sowing, reaping,  
Silent growth while we are sleeping,  
Future needs in earth's safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 
 

— Fred Pratt Green (1970) 

Let me but hear my Savior say, 
    "Strength shall be equal to thy day." 
Then I rejoice in deep distress, 
    Leaning on all-sufficient grace. 
 

— Isaac Watts (b. 1674) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3TGM4RAZhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYgnMQSUME0


 
November 19 Sa Reading 323 — Romans 1:18-25 — Glory of the Immortal God 
 
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to 
them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, [fn] in the things that 
have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him 
as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.  
 
24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their 
bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped 
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(1:20) Or clearly perceived from the creation of the world 

 
Suppressed Truth — God’s creation demonstrated “his eternal power and divine nature” (v. 20).  We 
all see the evidence, but most people do not admit that God is the source of it all.  Unbelievers look 
for other ways to explain what they see in nature and in the skies.  Why do they do that?  Paul said 
that the reason is because they love sin: “…by their unrighteousness [they] suppress the truth” (v. 
18).  We all know people who have known the truth and believed it, but who drifted away and now 
claim to not even believe in God.  What happened?  It is likely that their involvement in sin led them 
away.  Therefore, “they are without excuse” (v. 20); the evidence is still there, but they have chosen 
not to acknowledge God in it.  Therefore, “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven” (v. 18) and “God 
gave them up” (v. 24) to their chosen sinful path with its disastrous result.  Look around you today 
and wonder at the amazing creative ability of God that points to Him!  Then, praise Him! 
 

So Will I - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

As You speak, a hundred billion galaxies are born; 
In the vapor of Your breath, the planets form. 
    If the stars were made to worship, so will I. 
I can see Your heart in everything You've made, 
Every burning star, a signal fire of grace; 
    If creation sings Your praises, so will I. 
 

— Joel Houston, et. al. (2017) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyYn21RdBBQ

