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November 6 Su Reading 310 — James 2:18-26 — Counted as Righteousness 
 
18 But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith apart from your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even 
the demons believe--and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart 
from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son 
Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by 
his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness"--and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see that a person is justified by 
works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by 
works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body 
apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. 
 
Justified By What? — The Lord is both a God of justice and God who justifies—two different ideas 
with similar words.  Justice has to do with evaluating and responding to what is truly right.  Justifying 
involves giving positive credit for something.  James used the word “justified” three times in this 
passage, and he also provided a definition: To be justified is to be “counted … as righteousness” (v. 
23, from Gen. 15:6).  God credited Abraham for his act of faith, i.e., his willingness to offer Isaac as a 
sacrifice at God’s command.  Whereas James emphasized Abraham’s act of faith (“his works”—v. 
22), the Apostle Paul stressed Abraham’s faith when God promised him a future son (Rom. 4:1-5).  
When the son was promised, there were no works involved—he just believed God, accepting what 
He said as truth, that it would be fulfilled.  But when Abraham’s faith involved his God-aborted act of 
offering Isaac as a sacrifice, works were involved; it was an act of faith.  Paul and James were not 
really in conflict when they used Abraham as an example of faith; one emphasizing what might be 
called the mental side of faith, while the other stressed the proof of that faith by action.  God justified 
us by a faith that works, a faith that outwardly proves its reality.  Paul was saying that works cannot 
bring us to God; James’ point was that works prove that the faith that brought us to God is real.  Faith 
without the evidence of subsequent works is not only “useless” (James 2:20), it is “dead” (v. 26). 
 

We Walk by Faith - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
 

We walk by faith and not by sight; 
    No gracious words we hear, 
Of Him who as none e'er spoke, 
    Yet we believe Him near. 
 

We may not touch His hands and side, 
    Or follow where He trod, 
Yet in His promise we rejoice, 
    And cry "My Lord and God." 
Help then, oh Lord, our unbelief, 
    And our faith abound, 
To call on You when You are near, 
    And seek where You are found. 

 

— Marty Haugen (b. 1950) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6n_SwJj4Vw


November 7 M Reading 311 — James 5:7-18 — The Merciful Judge 
 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers,[fn] until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You 
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against 
one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10 As 
an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness 
of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.  
 
12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let 
your "yes" be yes and your "no" be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.  
 
13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 14 Is anyone 
among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord 
will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to 
one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has 
great power as it is working. [fn] 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently 
that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed 
again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(5:7) Or brothers and sisters; also verses 9, 10, 12, 19 
(5:16) Or The effective prayer of a righteous person has great power 

 
Compassionate and Merciful — James wrote that we should be patient and not grumble because 
“the coming of the Lord is at hand … the Judge is standing at the door” (vv. 8-9).  That sounds 
ominous, doesn’t it?  It is similar to our reaction of instinctively driving slower when we see a police 
car near us.  The threat of punishment can be an incentive for righteous living.  The rather negative 
mental image of the Judge at the door is quickly followed by the positive image that “the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful” (v. 11).  The Judge is also the Rewarder.  He demonstrated it by 
delivering Job and the prophets from trouble because of their steadfastness (vv. 10-11).  God also 
shows that He is “compassionate and merciful” by healing people.  The sick person is instructed to 
call for the church elders to pray for them in faith (v. 14).  The promised result is that “the Lord will 
raise him up” (v. 15).  That is our “compassionate and merciful” God in action.  He cares about our 
troubles, feels for us, and desires to help. 
 

God of Mercy and Compassion - YouTube 
 

 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
November 8 Tu Reading 312 — Galatians 3:1-12 — Justified Before God 
 
1 O foolish Galatians!  Who has bewitched you?  It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was 
publicly portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the 
law or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish?  Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 

God of mercy and compassion, 
    Look with pity upon me. 
Father, let me call Thee Father; 
    Tis thy child returns to Thee. 
 

— Giovanni Pergolesi (1710-1736) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOtiQyGa1OE


perfected by[fn] the flesh? 4 Did you suffer[fn] so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 Does 
he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by 
hearing with faith— 6 just as Abraham "believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness"?  
 
7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that 
God would justify[fn] the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In 
you shall all the nations be blessed." 9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith.  
 
10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, "Cursed be everyone who 
does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them." 11 Now it is evident that no 
one is justified before God by the law, for "The righteous shall live by faith." [fn] 12 But the law is not of 
faith, rather "The one who does them shall live by them."  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(3:3) Or now ending with 
(3:4) Or experience 
(3:8) Or count righteous; also verses 11, 24 
(3:11) Or The one who by faith is righteous will live 

 
Gospel Preached to Abraham — False teachers had opposed Paul’s teaching and confused the 
Galatians.  They were Jews who wanted to hang onto the requirements of the OT Law.  Paul had 
encountered this same kind of thinking in Antioch (of Syria) from teachers who insisted that 
circumcision was also required for the salvation of Gentiles coming to Christ through faith (Acts 15:1).  
But the Lord was anticipating the salvation of Gentiles over 400 years before He gave the Law to 
Moses, and through the Scriptures, God “preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham” (Gal. 3:8).  
What was that gospel?  It was that the “The righteous shall live by faith” (vs. 11, quoted from Hab. 
2:4).  We are saved by faith alone, and we are to live and grow by that same kind of faith as we 
continue in our Christian walk. 
 

By Faith - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
November 9 W Reading 313 — 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 — God Chose What is Weak 
 
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 19 For it is written,  
 
    "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,  
        and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart."  
 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach[fn] to save those who 
believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 

By faith we see the hand of God 
In the light of creation's grand design, 
In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness, 
Who walk by faith and not by sight. 
 

— Keith & Kristyn Getty (2009) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXB8ihepUpE


Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men.  
 
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, [fn] 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world 
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that 
no human being[fn] might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him[fn] you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so 
that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord." 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(1:21) Or the folly of preaching 
(1:26) Greek according to the flesh 
(1:29) Greek no flesh 
(1:30) Greek And from him 

 
The Strength of Weakness — Why does God seldom choose wise and strong people to be saved?  
It seems that characteristics like human wisdom and strength are barriers to humility.  “God opposes 
the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6).  Jesus mentioned another barrier: “It is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God” 
(Mark 10:25).  Mankind tends to desire to be self-dependent.  Even most people who want to go to 
heaven try to earn it through their own efforts.  God’s way is so unlike man’s way!  God’s way is the 
narrow path of humility.  In our passage, Paul said that “it pleased God … to save those who believe” 
(1 Cor. 1:21).  The wise unbeliever thinks that it sounds too simple; the strong unbeliever feels that it 
is too easy.  Humble people see God as their only hope—One who is far wiser and stronger than they 
are.  That is the strength of being weak. 
 

You Are My All In All - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**************************                         
 
November 10 Th Reading 314 — 1 Corinthians 2:6-16 — Wisdom of God 
 
 6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers 
of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, 
which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for 
if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written,  
 
    "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,  
        nor the heart of man imagined,  
    what God has prepared for those who love him"—  
 
10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the 
depths of God. 11 For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? 
So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received 

You are my strength when I am weak; 
You are the treasure that I seek. 
    You are my all in all. 
Seeking You as a precious jewel; 
Lord, to give up I'd be a fool. 
    You are my all in all. 
 

— Dennis Jernigan (1990) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPqu8lD8LB0


not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely 
given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 
interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. [fn]  
 
14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he 
is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges 
all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 "For who has understood the mind of the Lord so 
as to instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(2:13) Or interpreting spiritual truths in spiritual language, or comparing spiritual things with spiritual 

 
Available Wisdom — Whereas yesterday’s reading spoke of the limitations of human wisdom, our 
passage for today contrasts the vast wisdom of God, which contains things most humans have never 
“seen … heard, nor … imagined” (v. 9).  However, all of this opens up “for those who love him” (v. 9).   
This is not talking about the future bliss of heaven; it is what we receive through the personal, intimate 
relationship we have with the Spirit of God (“these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit” 
(v. 10).  Have you ever been in a work situation where an experienced person was supposed to train 
you how to do something, but they seem reluctant to let you know all they know so that you cannot 
reach their level?  God is not like that.  He does withhold His wisdom from those who do not want it, 
but “for those who love him” (v. 9), He is very generous in teaching us all we need to know.  What a 
tremendous blessing and advantage we have, in that “we have the mind of Christ” (v. 16). 
 

May the Mind of Christ My Savior - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**************************  
 
November 11 F Reading 315 — 1 Corinthians 8:1-6 — No God but One 
 
1 Now concerning[fn] food offered to idols: we know that "all of us possess knowledge." This 
"knowledge" puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not 
yet know as he ought to know. 3 But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. [fn] 
 
4 Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that "an idol has no real existence," and 
that "there is no God but one." 5 For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as 
indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords"— 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from 
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things 
and through whom we exist.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(8:1) The expression Now concerning introduces a reply to a question in the Corinthians’ letter; see 7:1 
(8:3) Greek him 

 
Source and Purpose — God the Father is the source of Creation (“from whom are all things”—v. 6a) 
and Jesus Christ is the agent of Creation (“…through whom are all things”—v. 6b).  The question 
being addressed in this passage is about the authenticity of idols, which are only “so-called gods” (v. 
5).  The closest idols can come to being supernatural is that they may be connected to demons, fallen 
angels that rebelled along with Satan (“…what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons…”—1 Cor. 

May the mind of Christ, my Savior, 
    Live in me from day to day, 
By His love and pow'r controlling 
    All I do and say. 
 

— Kate B. Wilkinson (1925) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LklxiZnBiCM


10:20).  There is an interesting twist in verse 6 of today’s passage: Not only is God the source of all 
things, He is also the purpose or reason for creating humans, because He is the one “for whom we 
exist.”  He Himself made us to have a relationship with Him.  He created within each person a need 
for worship.  That is why people who do not know God invent substitutes, like idols, for worship.  The 
Christian’s relationship with God is the fulfillment of this worship-purpose He created in us.  We were 
made to worship Him. 
 
 

Here I Am to Worship - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
November 12 Sa Reading 316 — 2 Corinthians 3:1-6 — Sufficiency from God 
 
1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some do, letters of 
recommendation to you, or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on 
our[fn] hearts, to be known and read by all. 3 And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered 
by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of 
human hearts. [fn] 
 
4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in 
ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who has made us 
sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but 
the Spirit gives life.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(3:2) Some manuscripts your 
(3:3) Greek fleshly hearts 

 
Changed by God — Paul ended the previous chapter, contrasting the legitimacy of his apostleship, 
being “commissioned by God” (2 Cor. 2:17), versus some insincere imposters who were “peddlers of 
God’s word.”  Paul felt a great responsibility, so he exclaimed, “Who is sufficient for these things?” 
(2:16).  His answer to that question comes in our chapter for today: Nobody!  Paul wrote that we are 
not “sufficient in ourselves … but our sufficiency is from God” (2 Cor. 3:5).  The plural pronouns were 
written to include Timothy and Silas, but they also applied to believers in Corinth, and they extend to 
us as well.  We are not sufficient in ourselves.  That is an idea that really goes against the attitudes of 
our culture, doesn’t it?  Self-reliance is the elevated ideal for most people around us today.  But all 
people are dependent on God, whether they recognize it or not.  Then, Paul continued to say that 
God “has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new 
covenant” (v. 6).  God makes us sufficient for the purpose 
of ministering to other people, and His sufficiency is 
shown in changing hearts through the message we bring 
to them.  It is the stamp of God, “written … with the Spirit 
of the living God … on tablets of human hearts” (v. 3).  
Those who surrender to God are changed by Him. 
 

Changed - YouTube 
 

And here I am to worship. 
Here I am to bow down. 
Here I am to say that You're my God. 
You're altogether lovely, 
Altogether worthy, 
Altogether wonderful to me. 
 

— Tim Hughes (2001) 

Old things are passed away; 
    All things are new. 
I'm not the same, 
    Yes, I've been changed! 
It's true I found my life in You; 
    All things are new, 
And I'm not the same. 
    Yes, I've been changed, changed! 
 

— Geoffrey Golden (2015) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXg2ztge8f0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29ZC2atl0so

