
November 16-20 
 
November 16 M — Reading 229 — John 18:13-24 
13 First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 
14 It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for 
the people.  
 
15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the high 
priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter stood outside at the 
door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl 
who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. 17 The servant girl at the door said to Peter, "You 
also are not one of this man's disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not." 18 Now the servants[fn] and 
officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing and warming 
themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself.  
 
19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, 
"I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all 
Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard 
me what I said to them; they know what I said." 22 When he had said these things, one of the officers 
standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, "Is that how you answer the high priest?" 23 Jesus 
answered him, "If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why 
do you strike me?" 24 Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(18:18) Or bondservants; also verse 26 

 
Strike One! — A baseball game’s batter is allowed three strikes (missing the pitched ball or hitting a 
foul ball) before being called “out.”  Peter stepped into the batter’s box when he entered the high 
priest’s courtyard and stood warming his hands by the fire.  John was known by the high priest and by 
the servant girl at the door, so they must have known that John was a disciple of Jesus.  When John 
gained entrance for Peter, the girl assumed that he was also Jesus’ disciple, and asked him about it.  
But Peter answered, “I am not.”  Strike one!  Two strikes left.  Peter lied.  It was an instant and 
impulsive response but he considered himself to be in a dangerous situation and wanted to protect 
himself.  We have all found ourselves in similar situations and have reacted quickly and wrongly.  
Rather than continuing on into further sins as Peter did, we should stop and immediately confess our 
sin to God to receive forgiveness and cleansing (1 John 1:9). 
 
There was another “strike one” in this passage, as Jesus was struck by one of the high priest’s 
officers for giving what was thought to be an improper answer to the high priest.  It would be the first 
of many blows that Jesus would receive that night and after dawn when He was brought before 
Pilate.  It should be noted that both Annas and Caiaphas were referred to as “the high priest” here.  
Annas was the first of a high priestly family, serving as the official high priest for ten years.  He was 
succeeded by several of his sons for short periods of time and then by his son-in-law Caiaphas who 
served as the high priest for 18 years.  Annas retained a position of control over the family, so was 
still often referred to as “the high priest.” 
 
You step into the batter’s box today.  Will you react according to your sinful nature by trying to lie your 
way out of a difficulty or by retaliating to an insult in like manner?  Or will you state the truth and be 
willing to face the consequences? 
***************************** 
 
 



November 17 Tu — Reading 230 — Matt. 26:57-68; Mark 14:53-65; Luke 22:54 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 26 
57 Then those who had seized 
Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high 
priest, where the scribes and the 
elders had gathered.  
 
 
58 And Peter was following him at a 
distance, as far as the courtyard of 
the high priest, and going inside he 
sat with the guards to see the end.  
 
 
59 Now the chief priests and the 
whole council[fn] were seeking false 
testimony against Jesus that they 
might put him to death, 60 but they 
found none, though many false 
witnesses came forward.  
At last two came forward  
 
61 and said, "This man said, 'I am 
able to destroy the temple of God, 
and to rebuild it in three days.'" 
 
  
 
62 And the high priest stood up and 
said,  
"Have you no answer to make? 
What is it that these men testify 
against you?" [fn] 63 But Jesus 
remained silent.  
And the high priest said to him, "I 
adjure you by the living God, tell us 
if you are the Christ, the Son of 
God."  
64 Jesus said to him,  
"You have said so.  
But I tell you, from now on  
you will see the Son of Man seated 
at the right hand of Power and 
coming on the clouds of heaven." 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(26:59) Greek Sanhedrin 
(26:62) Or Have you no answer to what 
these men testify against you? 

Mark 14 
53 And they led Jesus to the high 
priest. And all the chief priests and 
the elders and the scribes came 
together.  
 
 
54 And Peter had followed him at a 
distance, right into the courtyard of 
the high priest. And he was sitting 
with the guards  
and warming himself at the fire.  
 
55 Now the chief priests and the 
whole council[fn] were seeking 
testimony against Jesus to put him to 
death, but they found none. 56 For 
many bore false witness against him, 
but their testimony did not agree.  
57 And some stood up and bore false 
witness against him, saying,  
58 "We heard him say, 'I will destroy 
this temple that is made with hands, 
and in three days I will build another, 
not made with hands.'"  
59 Yet even about this their testimony 
did not agree.  
60 And the high priest stood up in the 
midst and asked Jesus,  
"Have you no answer to make? What 
is it that these men testify against 
you?" [fn] 61 But he remained silent 
and made no answer.  
Again the high priest asked him,  
 
"Are you the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed?"  
62 And Jesus said,  
"I am, and  
 
you will see the Son of Man seated 
at the right hand of Power, and 
coming with the clouds of heaven."  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(14:55) Greek Sanhedrin 
(14:60) Or Have you no answer to what 
these men testify against you? 

Luke 22 
54 Then they 
seized him and 
led him away, 
bringing him into 
the high priest's 
house,  
and Peter was 
following at a 
distance. 



 
 
Responding to Testimony — Jesus was on trial before the Jewish Sanhedrin and they “were 
seeking testimony … to put him to death, but they found none” (Mark 14:55).  They had to find 
something that would be contrary to their standard of the Law and would also sound reasonable to 
Pilate.  The best they could come up with was to misquote and take out of context a statement about 
the temple Jesus had made early in His ministry after driving the merchants out of the temple (John 
2:19-21).  Jesus’ response to these conflicting testimonies was silence.  He refused to defend Himself 
against these petty and distorted accusations.  So, Caiaphas went to the core of their opposition 
against Him and asked, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” (Mark 14:61).  Perhaps 
surprising to the high priest, Jesus responded, “I am” (v. 62), responding to the question about His 
identity.  How should we respond to those who attack us unfairly with their words?  It is awfully hard 
to remain silent because it goes against our natural desire to defend ourselves and also to retaliate 
against our attackers.  On the other hand, we might be tempted at times to remain silent when we 
ought to speak up about our identity—who we are as Christians.  We should not shrink away from 
identifying ourselves with Jesus.  Although Jesus knew that the consequences of His response would 
bring pain to Him, He courageously admitted that He was the Christ. 
 
Meditation: Jesus’ response recorded by Mark was simply, “I am” (Mark 14:62) but Matthew 
recorded the more complicated response: “You have said so” (Matt. 26:64).  We saw Jesus use this 
same phrase earlier when Judas asked Jesus, “Is it I, Rabbi?” (Matt. 26:25).  Jesus would also 
respond with the same words later when Pilate asked, “Are you the King of the Jews?” (Matt. 27:11; 
also in Mark 15:2 and Luke 23:3).  That idiomatic phrase is defined in our passage for today.  This is 
one advantage of reading the Gospels in columns, so statements like these can be closely compared.  
It seems that Matthew recorded the words of Jesus and Mark recorded the meaning.  His answer, 
“You have said so,” means, “I am.” 
***************************** 
 
  

Matthew 26 (cont.) 
65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, 
 
"He has uttered blasphemy.  
What further witnesses do we need?  
You have now heard his blasphemy.  
66 What is your judgment?"  
They answered, "He deserves death."  
 
67 Then they spit in his face and struck him. 
And some slapped him, 68 saying, "Prophesy to 
us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?"  

Mark 14 (cont.) 
63 And the high priest tore his garments and 
said,  
 
"What further witnesses do we need?  
64 You have heard his blasphemy.  
What is your decision?"  
And they all condemned him as deserving 
death.  
65 And some began to spit on him and to cover 
his face and to strike him, saying to him, 
"Prophesy!"  
And the guards received him with blows. 



November 18 W — Reading 231 — Matt. 26:69-75; Mark 14:66-72; Luke 22:55-65; John 18:25-27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 26 
69 Now Peter was 
sitting outside in the 
courtyard. And a 
servant girl came up 
to him and said, 
"You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean." 
70 But he denied it 
before them all, 
saying, "I do not 
know what you 
mean."  
 
 
71 And when he 
went out to the 
entrance, another 
servant girl saw 
him, and she said to 
the bystanders, 
"This man was with 
Jesus of Nazareth." 
72 And again he 
denied it with an 
oath: "I do not know 
the man."  
 
73 After a little while 
the bystanders 
came up and said to 
Peter, "Certainly 
you too are one of 
them, for your 
accent betrays you."  
74 Then he began to 
invoke a curse on 
himself and to 
swear, "I do not 
know the man."  
And immediately the 
rooster crowed.  

Mark 14 
66 And as Peter was below 
in the courtyard, one of 
the servant girls of the 
high priest came, 67 and 
seeing Peter warming 
himself, she looked at him 
and said, "You also were 
with the Nazarene, Jesus." 
68 But he denied it, saying, 
"I neither know nor 
understand what you 
mean." And he went out 
into the gateway[fn] and the 
rooster crowed.[fn]  
69 And the servant girl saw 
him and began again to 
say to the bystanders, 
"This man is one of them." 
70 But again he denied it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And after a little while the 
bystanders again said to 
Peter, "Certainly you are 
one of them, for you are a 
Galilean." 71 But he began 
to invoke a curse on 
himself and to swear, "I do 
not know this man of 
whom you speak."  
 
 
 
72 And immediately the 
rooster crowed a second 
time.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(14:68) Or forecourt 
(14:68) Some manuscripts 
omit and the rooster crowed 

Luke 22 
55 And when they had 
kindled a fire in the middle 
of the courtyard and sat 
down together, Peter sat 
down among them. 56 

Then a servant girl, 
seeing him as he sat in 
the light and looking 
closely at him, said, "This 
man also was with him." 
57 But he denied it, saying, 
"Woman, I do not know 
him."  
 
58 And a little later 
someone else saw him 
and said, "You also are 
one of them." But Peter 
said, "Man, I am not."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
59 And after an interval of 
about an hour still another 
insisted, saying, 
"Certainly this man also 
was with him, for he too is 
a Galilean." 60 But Peter 
said, "Man, I do not know 
what you are talking 
about."  
 
 
 
And immediately, while he 
was still speaking, the 
rooster crowed  

John 18 
25 Now Simon 
Peter was 
standing and 
warming 
himself. So 
they said to 
him, "You also 
are not one of 
his disciples, 
are you?" He 
denied it and 
said, "I am 
not."  
 
26 One of the 
servants of the 
high priest, a 
relative of the 
man whose 
ear Peter had 
cut off, asked, 
"Did I not see 
you in the 
garden with 
him?" 27 Peter 
again denied 
it,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and at once a 
rooster 
crowed.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Crow of Conscience — There is some confusion regarding the content and context of the three 
denials of Peter.  John puts the first denial in the context of Jesus’ earlier meeting with Annas (John 
18:13-24), whereas the other Gospel writers seem to have all three denials in the courtyard of 
Caiaphas’ house.  All of the accounts record that the “rooster crowed” at the end of the third denial 
and the following verse in the three Synoptic Gospels say that “Peter remembered.”  That is that prick 
of conscience, which the Holy Spirit uses as a trigger to remind us of the evil involved in something 
we just did or said.  Peter’s immediate response was that he wept; Matthew and Luke record that he 
“wept bitterly.”  It hit him hard and cut him deeply.  God uses our conscience to convict us of sin.  Our 
response should be like Peter’s.  The tendency, however, is for us to dismiss it as minor, maybe not 
even bothering to confess it as sin to God.  But that is not repentance.  Repentance is a change that 
involves the heart—the depths of our feelings.  The lack of feeling remorse about our sin is evidence 
of our lack of understanding of the seriousness of sin.  The trigger of our conscience should bring the 
tears of our confession. 
***************************** 
 
November 19 Th — Reading 232 — Matt. 27:1; Mark 15:1a; Luke 22:66-71 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 26 (cont.) 
 

 

75 And Peter remembered 
the saying of Jesus, 
"Before the rooster crows, 
you will deny me three 
times."  
And he went out and wept 
bitterly. 

Mark 14 (cont.) 
 
 
And Peter remembered 
how Jesus had said to 
him, "Before the rooster 
crows twice, you will deny 
me three times."  
And he broke down and 
wept.[fn] 
 
ESV Footnote 
(14:72) Or And when he had 
thought about it, he wept 

Luke 22 (cont.) 
61 And the Lord turned and looked at 
Peter.  
And Peter remembered the saying of 
the Lord, how he had said to him, 
"Before the rooster crows today, you 
will deny me three times."  
 
62 And he went out and wept bitterly.  
 
63 Now the men who were holding 
Jesus in custody were mocking him 
as they beat him. 64 They also 
blindfolded him and kept asking him, 
"Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?" 
65 And they said many other things 
against him, blaspheming him.  

Matthew 27 
1 When morning came, 
all the chief priests and 
the elders of the people 
took counsel  
 
against Jesus to put 
him to death. 

Mark 15 
1a And as soon as it was 
morning, the chief priests held a 
consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. 

Luke 22 
66 When day came, the assembly 
of the elders of the people 
gathered together, both chief 
priests and scribes. And  
they led him away to their council,  

 

and they said, 67 "If you are the Christ, tell us." But he said to 
them, "If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if I ask you, you will 
not answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at 
the right hand of the power of God." 70 So they all said, "Are you 
the Son of God, then?" And he said to them, "You say that I am." 
71 Then they said, "What further testimony do we need? We have 
heard it ourselves from his own lips." 



Stubborn Unbelief — All three Gospels mention that morning had finally arrived (on Friday) and it 

was time to take Jesus to Pilate to present Him for execution.  The added statement in Luke (22:67-

71) seems to look back in summary to what Matthew (26:65-68) and Mark (14:63-65) recorded as 

having happened earlier.  One thing that Luke adds is that when they asked, “If you are the Christ, tell 

us,” Jesus responded, “If I tell you, you will not believe…”  He knew their hearts, that they were stuck 

in unbelief.  At this point, they were not looking for truth; they were looking for evidence to accuse 

Him before Pilate.  We are surrounded by people today who have much the same attitude—they don’t 

want to believe and they look for reasons to support their unbelief.  One big difference from Jesus, 

however, is that we know neither their hearts nor their eternal destiny.  We need to continue to supply 

information about what God offers to them and to share our testimony of how God has changed us.  

After all, Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea seem to have become believers from that Sanhedrin 

group.  Some of those within your sphere of influence will also see the light and submit to it. 

***************************** 
 
November 20 F — Reading 233 — Matt. 27:3-10 
3 Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus[fn] was condemned, he changed his mind and 
brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4 saying, "I have sinned by 
betraying innocent blood." They said, "What is that to us? See to it yourself." 5 And throwing down the 
pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests, 
taking the pieces of silver, said, "It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money." 
7 So they took counsel and bought with them the potter's field as a burial place for strangers. 8 

Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what had been 
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on 
whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, 10 and they gave them for the potter's field, 
as the Lord directed me."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(27:3) Greek he 

 
Legacy of Guilt — There are two examples of guilty sinners in this story.  The more obvious one 
involved the feelings of guilt that Judas had for betraying Jesus.  He certainly felt remorse, as shown 
by the fact that he had “changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver” to the Jewish 
leaders.  That seems to be his effort to try to “make things right” or to undo his wrong.  The fact that 
he committed suicide after that, however, shows that Satan, the Destroyer, still had control of him and 
led him to a disastrous end.  Who could forget the terrible example of Judas’ guilt?  He left it as his 
legacy to human history.  The second example of guilty sinners was that of the subtly hypocritical 
Sanhedrin leaders.  They had paid money in order to capture Jesus secretly before putting on a mock 
trial to condemn Him to death.  That was murder in God’s sight.  Yet, in deciding what to do with the 
money Judas returned to them, they were very careful not to put it in the treasury because they said, 
“It is not lawful…”  They were straining out the gnat but swallowing the camel.  The legacy they left 
was the Potter’s Field as a cemetery for strangers.  Do you have someone in your family history who 
has spent time in jail or was unfaithful to their mate?  They left for their descendants a legacy of guilt.  
We are also building a legacy.  About what will we be remembered?  Will it be sin or righteousness? 
 


