
November 2-6 
November 2 M — Reading 219 — John 14:1-31 
1 "Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;[fn] believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are 
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?[fn] 3 And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you 
may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going." [fn] 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know the way?" 6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would 
have known my Father also.[fn] From now on you do know him and have seen him."  
 
8 Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." 9 Jesus said to him, "Have I 
been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else 
believe on account of the works themselves.  
 
12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works 
than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me[fn] anything in my name, I will do it. 15 

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  
 
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper,[fn] to be with you forever, 17 even the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, for he dwells with you and will be[fn] in you.  
 
18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no 
more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in 
my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 
who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest 
myself to him." 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, "Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, 
and not to the world?" 23 Jesus answered him, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love 
me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.  
 
25 "These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I 
have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to 
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, 'I am 
going away, and I will come to you.' If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to 
the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes place, so that 
when it does take place you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this 
world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the 
world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(14:1) Or You believe in God 
(14:2) Or In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you 
(14:4) Some manuscripts Where I am going you know, and the way you know 
(14:7) Or If you know me, you will know my Father also, or If you have known me, you will know my Father also 
(14:14) Some manuscripts omit me 
(14:16) Or Advocate, or Counselor; also 14:26; 15:26; 16:7 
(14:17) Some manuscripts and is 



Shalom Sandwich — This chapter is a sandwich with the bread of “trouble” at the beginning and at 
the end.  Jesus started this discussion with, “Let not your hearts be troubled” (v. 1) and ended it with 
the exact same phrase (v. 27).  What was the meat between the bread?  Basically, it was “peace” 
(shalom): “Peace I leave with you” (v. 27).  It was beginning to sink into the hearts of the disciples that 
Jesus was really leaving them, and it was confusing and disturbing.  They had lived with Him for 
nearly three years, watching His miraculous life, listening to His marvelous words, and being loved by 
Him.  Now, He was leaving surrounded in mystery.  Thomas expressed his concern about “the way” 
for their being reconnected (v. 5).  Philip wanted some physical evidence of the Father to be left 
behind (v. 8).  Judas, the son of James, wondered how Jesus was going to show Himself to them in 
the future (v. 22).  They didn’t understand it until the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was sent 
to indwell each of them.  Is there something troubling you these days?  Threatened health?  Strained 
finances?  Precarious relationship?  Does it feel like God isn’t willing to do what you desire or expect?  
Is there mystery or confusion going on in your life?  God’s message for us in our troubled times is the 
same as before: “Peace I leave with you.”  He called it “My peace.”  We can only get it from Him.  We 
have His presence within us, so let’s rest in it and depend on it.  Force your eyes to turn from your 
troubles to the Prince of Peace! 
 
Meditation: Three times in this chapter, Jesus stressed that obedience is the evidence of our love for 
Him.  “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (v. 15); “Whoever has my commandments 
and keeps them, he it is who loves me” (v. 21); “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word” (v. 23).  
Why is this emphasized?  It must be important.  “Talk is cheap” (love?) and “actions speak louder 
than words” (obedience).  We all claim to love God but Jesus seems to say, “Prove it!”  “Are you 
doing what I told you to do?”  What is your obedience quotient?  That is how much you really love 
Him.  Can we increase our love for Jesus by being more obedient, or not?  If not, how can we 
increase our love for Him? 
***************************** 
 
November 3 Tu — Reading 220 — John 15:1-17 
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he 
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you 
are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am 
the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is 
glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so 
have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to 
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  
 
12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no 
one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants,[fn] for the servant does not know what his master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 
you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 
and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 
you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(15:15) Or bondservants, or slaves (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface); likewise 
for servant later in this verse and in verse 20 



Pruning the Vine — This is the last of Jesus’ seven “I am” statements recorded by John.  He said, “I 
am the true vine” and that we “are the branches” (v. 5).  That is a picture of relationship.  Jesus is the 
source of everything we need to live the abundant life He promised (John 10:10).  To keep His 
commands, “Abide in me” (15:4) and “Abide in my love” (v. 9), is to concentrate on our relationship 
with Him.  Fruit grows out of that relationship.  Often, however, our concentration slips, and our 
branch starts growing stems of other interests that hinder the effectiveness of our fruit-bearing.  
Those have to be pruned in order to get us back on the fruit-bearing purpose He has for us.  That 
happened to Jesus’ disciples as He taught them.  An interesting play on words is used where Jesus 
said that the Father “prunes, that it may bear more fruit.  Already you are clean because of the word 
that I have spoken to you” (vv. 2-3). The Greek word for “prune” (kathaírō) in v. 2 is derived from the 
word for “clean” (katharós) in v. 3.  He was basically saying that He had pruned the disciples through 
His teaching, thereby, “cleaning” their branch.  Our daily exposure to God’s Word is aiding in that 
pruning process.  It helps us to see what is most important in life and what is distracting and harmful. 
***************************** 
 
November 4 W — Reading 221 — John 15:18—16:4 
 
John 15 18 "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the 
world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out 
of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not 
greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, 
they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because 
they do not know him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have 
been guilty of sin,[fn] but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father 
also. 24 If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, 
but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But the word that is written in their Law 
must be fulfilled: 'They hated me without a cause.'  
 
26 "But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because 
you have been with me from the beginning. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(15:22) Greek they would not have sin; also verse 24 

 
John 16 1 "I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will put you out of 
the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to 
God. 3 And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. 4 But I have 
said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you.  "I did 
not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.”   
 
Impossible Task? — Jesus didn’t paint a very positive picture for the disciples as He continued His 
Farewell Discourse.  He was about to be killed by people who hated Him and He was leaving the 
disciples in that same atmosphere of hate.  What was their task?  To “bear witness” about Jesus.  It 
seems like a very difficult task in that environment.  We have the same task but there is hope.  Some 
will listen and some will follow.  We are not alone in this task.  Jesus said that “the Helper … the Spirit 
of truth … will bear witness about me” (John 15:26).  Ours is a divinely-assisted task.  When we “bear 
witness” about Jesus, the Holy Spirit will also “bear witness” through our words and in their hearts.  
We just need to be faithful in the task.  Remember that the Apostle Paul was violently opposed to the 
witness of Christians at first, yet he ended up surrendering his life to Christ.  Some of the people we 
talk to about Jesus will also yield to Him.  Keep spreading love in this world of hate! 
***************************** 



 
November 5 Th — Reading 222 — John 16:5-15 
5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 6 But 
because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell you the 
truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. 
But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, 
because the ruler of this world is judged.  
 
12 "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he 
hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he 
will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he 
will take what is mine and declare it to you.  
 
The Helper — The Holy Spirit is sometimes referred to as the Paraclete because of the Greek word 
used here for “Helper” (paráklētos).  The KJV translates it as “Comforter,” the CSB as “Counselor,” 
and the NIV as “Advocate.”  It refers to someone “brought alongside to help.”  Jesus was to leave the 
disciples in a physical way but would provide the Helper to be with them in a spiritual way.  He told 
them that it would be to their advantage but they would not grasp the truth and significance of that 
statement until about 50 days later when the Spirit would be poured out to indwell them.  Jesus said 
that the Spirit would empower them and be their Helper to “guide you into all the truth,” enabling 
some of them to write the New Testament.  The Holy Spirit is also our Helper today.  He guides us 
into truth as we read the Scriptures by unfolding meaning, giving insights and applying truth for us.  
So, it is also to our advantage that He indwells us.  On the other hand, I am sure that most of us feel 
a bit like Jesus’ disciples—we would like to have a more physical presence of Jesus.  Just wait!  We 
will have that in heaven.  Just how that will be possible for all of us at the same time is beyond our 
present ability to understand but one day we will be “away from the body and at home with the Lord” 
(2 Cor. 5:8). 
***************************** 
 
November 6 F — Reading 223 — John 16:16-22 
16 "A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me." 17 So 
some of his disciples said to one another, "What is this that he says to us, 'A little while, and you will 
not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me'; and, 'because I am going to the Father'?" 18 

So they were saying, "What does he mean by 'a little while'? We do not know what he is talking 
about." 19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, "Is this what you are asking 
yourselves, what I meant by saying, 'A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and 
you will see me'? 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You 
will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21 When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow 
because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the 
anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22 So also you have sorrow now, 
but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. 
 
A Little While — Seven times in this short passage Jesus repeats the words, “a little while.”  The 
disciples didn’t understand it yet but Jesus was referring to the first “little while,” between His present 
Thursday evening until late Friday afternoon when He would be placed into the tomb—less than 24 
hours.  The second “little while” in v. 16 would be longer, extending from His death until His first post-
resurrection appearance to them.  Other “little while” periods would space out additional appearances 
of Jesus before His final ascension into heaven.  The “little while” period for a pregnant mother in 
Jesus’ illustration lasts much longer—about nine months.  The writer of Hebrews refers to another 



“little while” that we are in right now—our waiting for the return of Jesus at His Second Coming: “Yet a 
little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay” (Heb. 10:37).  God’s “little while” periods 
are not seen as we see ours: “with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day” (2 Pet. 3:8).  Jesus is coming back because He promised it.  It could be less than 24 hours 
away, nine months away, another decade, or more.  We will wait and, like the pregnant woman, we 
will be rewarded with joy when this “little while” is over. 
 


