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October 9 Su Reading 282 — Daniel 4:28-37 — He Is Able to Humble 
 
28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months he was walking on the 
roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and the king answered and said, “Is not this great Babylon, 
which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?” 31 While 
the words were still in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to 
you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, 32 and you shall be driven from among men, 
and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, 
and seven periods of time shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of 
men and gives it to whom he will.” 33 Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He 
was driven from among men and ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven 
till his hair grew as long as eagles’ feathers, and his nails were like birds’ claws. 
 
34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, 
and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, 
  

for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 

35   all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, 
and he does according to his will among the host of heaven 
and among the inhabitants of the earth; 

and none can stay his hand 
or say to him, “What have you done?” 

  
36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my majesty and 
splendor returned to me. My counselors and my lords sought me, and I was established in my 
kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and 
honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in 
pride he is able to humble. 
 
Until You Know — God knows how to bring down the proud.  Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar was 
a slow learner.  After God revealed the king’s dream to Daniel, he acknowledged Yahweh as “God of 
gods” (2:47).  He had also seen God miraculously rescue the three Hebrews from the fiery furnace.  
Yet the king still thought that he was in full control of himself and his kingdom.  God said He would 
discipline him, “until you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men” (4:32).  That is God’s 
reason for disciplining us as well.  We go astray because we have taken our eyes off of God, and He 
will often apply pain of some kind in order to wake us up and turn us back to Him.  God is our Ruler 
as well as our Creator.  After Nebuchadnezzar’s seven-year disciplining period, he “praised and 
honored him who lives forever” (v. 34).  Honor was restored to the God of heaven. 
 

Restore, O Lord, the Honor of Your Name - YouTube 
 

************************** 

Restore, O Lord, in all the earth Your fame; 
And in our time revive the church that bears Your Name. 
In Your anger, Lord, remember mercy 
O living God, whose mercy shall outlast the years 
 

— Graham Kendrick (1981) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1g4p3v06lhk


October 10 M Reading 283 — Daniel 5:1-31 — The Finger of God 
 
1 King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in front of the 
thousand. 
 
2 Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold and of silver that 
Nebuchadnezzar his father[fn] had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, that the king and 
his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. 3 Then they brought in the golden 
vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his 
lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. 4 They drank wine and praised the gods of gold 
and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 
 
5 Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall of the king’s 
palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. 6 Then the king’s color 
changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his knees knocked together. 7 The 
king called loudly to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers. The king 
declared[fn] to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing, and shows me its interpretation, 
shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his neck and shall be the third ruler in 
the kingdom.” 8 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or make 
known to the king the interpretation. 9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, and his color 
changed, and his lords were perplexed. 
 
10 The queen, [fn] because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banqueting hall, and 
the queen declared, “O king, live forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or your color change. 
11 There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods. [fn] In the days of your father, 
light and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods were found in him, and King 
Nebuchadnezzar, your father—your father the king—made him chief of the magicians, enchanters, 
Chaldeans, and astrologers, 12 because an excellent spirit, knowledge, and understanding to interpret 
dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king named 
Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation.” 
 
13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to Daniel, “You are that 
Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom the king my father brought from Judah. 14 I have heard of 
you that the spirit of the gods[fn] is in you, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom are 
found in you. 15 Now the wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in before me to read this 
writing and make known to me its interpretation, but they could not show the interpretation of the 
matter. 16 But I have heard that you can give interpretations and solve problems. Now if you can read 
the writing and make known to me its interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain 
of gold around your neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 
 
17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your 
rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make known to him the 
interpretation. 18 O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and 
greatness and glory and majesty. 19 And because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, 
nations, and languages trembled and feared before him. Whom he would, he killed, and whom he 
would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom he would, he humbled. 20 But when his 
heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt proudly, he was brought down from 
his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from him. 21 He was driven from among the children of 
mankind, and his mind was made like that of a beast, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He 
was fed grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, until he knew that the Most 
High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom he will. 22 And you his son, [fn] 
Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, 23 but you have lifted up yourself 



against the Lord of heaven. And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you, and you 
and your lords, your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them. And you have praised 
the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know, but 
the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are all your ways, you have not honored. 
 
24 “Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. 25 And this is the writing 
that was inscribed: Mene, Mene, Tekel, and Parsin. 26 This is the interpretation of the matter: Mene, 
God has numbered[fn] the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; 27 Tekel, you have been 
weighed[fn] in the balances and found wanting; 28 Peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the 
Medes and Persians.” [fn] 
 
29 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of gold was put 
around his neck, and a proclamation was made about him, that he should be the third ruler in the 
kingdom. 
 
30 That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. 31 [fn] And Darius the Mede received the 
kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(5:2) Or predecessor; also verses 11, 13, 18 
(5:7) Aramaic answered and said; also verse 10 
(5:10) Or queen mother; twice in this verse 
(5:11) Or Spirit of the holy God 
(5:14) Or Spirit of God 
(5:22) Or successor 
(5:26) Mene sounds like the Aramaic for numbered 
(5:27) Tekel sounds like the Aramaic for weighed 
(5:28) Peres (the singular of Parsin) sounds like the Aramaic for divided and for Persia 
(5:31) Ch 6:1 in Aramaic 

 
Though You Knew — Like King Nebuchadnezzar, King Belshazzar was also a slow learner.  After 
Daniel reviewed Nebuchadnezzar’s punishing period because of his pride and not honoring God, he 
figuratively pointed his finger at Belshazzar, saying, “you … have not humbled your heart, though you 
knew all this” (v. 22).  Belshazzar was well aware of God’s discipline, but he did not fear it.  He knew 
that “the Lord of heaven” had caused all of this, but he blatantly desecrated the vessels from 
Yahweh’s temple by drinking wine from them at his party (v. 23).  God didn’t give him a 7-year lesson 
in humility, but “Immediately the fingers of a human hand” literally wrote His verdict on the wall in front 
of all his guests.  Its interpretation was that “you have been … found wanting” (v. 27).  Not only was 
his sentence immediate, but its execution also followed “that very night” (v. 30).  God is often patient 
toward those who are ignorant, but punishing toward those who know better.  James wrote much later 
to us, “So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin” (James 4:17).   
 

Day By Day - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 

Help me then in ev'ry tribulation, 
    So to trust Your promises, O Lord; 
That I lose not faith's sweet consolation, 
    Offered me within Your holy Word. 
Help me, Lord, when toil and trouble meeting, 
    E'er to take, as from a father's hand, 
One by one, the days, the moments fleeting, 
    Till I reach the promised land. 
 

— Carolina Sandell (1865) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzrhqjzQCi4


 
October 11 Tu Reading 284 — Daniel 6:14-28 — He Delivers and Rescues 
 
14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to deliver 
Daniel. And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. 15 Then these men came by agreement 
to the king and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no 
injunction or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” 
 
16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king 
declared[fn] to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 17 And a stone was 
brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the 
signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king went to his 
palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 
 
19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 20 As he came near to 
the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, 
servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from 
the lions?” 21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel and shut the 
lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also 
before you, O king, I have done no harm.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded 
that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm 
was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24 And the king commanded, and those men 
who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the den of lions—they, their children, 
and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the den, the lions overpowered them and 
broke all their bones in pieces. 
 
25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: “Peace 
be multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel, 
  

for he is the living God, 
enduring forever; 

his kingdom shall never be destroyed, 
and his dominion shall be to the end. 

27    He delivers and rescues; 
he works signs and wonders 
in heaven and on earth, 

he who has saved Daniel 
from the power of the lions.” 

  
28 So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(6:16) Aramaic answered and said; also verse 20 

 
God, Whom You Serve Continually — King Darius had been tricked by his jealous leaders into 
signing a decree that forbade the worship of any god but the king for 30 days (Dan. 6:7).  So, the king 
considered himself to be a god, worthy of worship!  But he also had great respect for Daniel, who 
continued to worship Yahweh openly.  Twice, the king referred to “your God, whom you serve 
continually” (vv. 16, 20).  Since the new law could not be changed, the king spent a miserable night in 
his palace, while Daniel spent a peaceful night in the lions’ den.  Do you ever get into trouble for 
doing what is pleasing to God?  Maybe you have lost friends because you dared to share the gospel 



with them.  They, too, might be tossing in their beds because of conviction, while you have peace with 
God because of obedience.  Our responsibility is to serve God continually, even when it might seem 
threatening. 
 

Dare to Be a Daniel! - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
October 12 W Reading 285 — Daniel 7:9-14 — The Ancient of Days 
 
9    “As I looked, 
  

thrones were placed, 
and the Ancient of Days took his seat; 

his clothing was white as snow, 
and the hair of his head like pure wool; 

his throne was fiery flames; 
its wheels were burning fire. 

10   A stream of fire issued 
and came out from before him; 

a thousand thousands served him, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 

the court sat in judgment, 
and the books were opened. 

  
11 “I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking.  And as I 
looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. 12 As for 
the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and 
a time. 
 
13 “I saw in the night visions, 
  

and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
there came one like a son of man, 

and he came to the Ancient of Days 
and was presented before him. 

14   And to him was given dominion 
and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, 

Standing by a purpose true, 
Heeding God's command, 
Honor them, the faithful few! 
All hail to Daniel's Band! 
 

Dare to be a Daniel! 
Dare to stand alone! 
Dare to have a purpose firm! 
Dare to make it known! 
 

— Philip Bliss (1873) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=My9rYr8xzng


and his kingdom one 
that shall not be destroyed. 

 
Father and Son — These two visions, given to Daniel, picture a future heavenly scene in which the 
opponents of God will be judged.  Two divine personages are presented.  The first vision showed the 
white-haired “Ancient of Days” (v. 9), seated on a fiery chariot-throne and ready for judgment.  An 
innumerable crowd “served him … [and] stood before him” (v. 10).  It is a picture of greatness, purity, 
power, and authority.  That “Ancient of Days” represents God the Father.  The second vision showed 
God the Son as “one like a son of man” (v. 13), who came “with the clouds of heaven” (v. 13).  Jesus 
often called Himself “the Son of Man,” identifying with this Person in Daniel’s vision.  When Jesus 
stood before the Sanhedrin, the high priest challenged Him, “tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of 
God” (Matt. 26:63).  Jesus’ affirmative answer looked back to this vision of Daniel: “…you will see the 
Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven” (v. 64).  The high 
priest called Jesus’ statement blasphemy (v. 65) because He was clearly claiming to be the Son of 
God.  The “Ancient of Days” and the “son of man” are now in heaven, awaiting our coming to join the 
crowd. 
 

Ancient of Days - YouTube 
 

 
 
 
 
 
**************************    
 
October 13 Th Reading 286 — Daniel 9:1-19 — Forgive for Your Own Sake 
 
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was made king over the 
realm of the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number 
of years that, according to the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end 
of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. 
 
3 Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and 
sackcloth and ashes. 4 I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the 
great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep 
his commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning 
aside from your commandments and rules. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who 
spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 7 To 
you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to the men of Judah, to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and those who are far away, in all the 
lands to which you have driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed against 
you. 8 To us, O LORD, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because 
we have sinned against you. 9 To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have 
rebelled against him 10 and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by walking in his laws, 
which he set before us by his servants the prophets. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law and 
turned aside, refusing to obey your voice. And the curse and oath that are written in the Law of Moses 
the servant of God have been poured out upon us, because we have sinned against him. 12 He has 
confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against our rulers who ruled us,[fn] by bringing 
upon us a great calamity. For under the whole heaven there has not been done anything like what 
has been done against Jerusalem. 13 As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has come 
upon us; yet we have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, turning from our iniquities and 

Ancient of Days, who sittest, throned in glory, 
    To Thee all knees are bent, all voices pray; 
Thy love hast blest the wide world's wondrous story 
    With light and life since Eden's dawning day. 
 

— William Donne (1886) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6aZ5OIT6uUk


gaining insight by your truth. 14 Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity and has brought it 
upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in all the works that he has done, and we have not 
obeyed his voice. 15 And now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of the land of Egypt with 
a mighty hand, and have made a name for yourself, as at this day, we have sinned, we have done 
wickedly. 
 
16 “O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your city 
Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and 
your people have become a byword among all who are around us. 17 Now therefore, O our God, listen 
to the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, [fn] make your 
face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is desolate. 18 O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open 
your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that is called by your name. For we do not present 
our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy. 19 O Lord, hear; 
O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, because your 
city and your people are called by your name.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(9:12) Or our judges who judged us 
(9:17) Hebrew for the Lord’s sake 

 
Why Forgive? — Daniel knew that the 70-year exile predicted by Jeremiah was almost completed.  
Because God promised it, it would happen.  Why didn’t Daniel just passively wait for it to happen?  
Instead, he made this long prayer of confession and plea for mercy.  Perhaps the reason was that 
God was waiting for this attitude change of recognition and confession of sin to begin His restoration 
of Jerusalem and the temple.  In his prayer, Daniel offered three reasons why God should forgive 
them.  They all had to do with God’s character.  First, Daniel’s prayer was based on “God, who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love” (v. 4).  God had made a loving commitment to Moses to restore Israel 
after they would sin against Him and be punished (Lev. 26:40-42).  God would not completely forsake 
them.  God has also promised us that “I will never leave you nor will I forsake you” (Heb. 13:5).  
Secondly, Daniel’s prayer was made because of this: “To the Lord our God belong mercy and 
forgiveness” (Dan. 9:9).  He knew that God was merciful as well as just.  His discipline is restorative.  
He is motivated by mercy and is willing to forgive.  When we are brought through painful experiences 
because of our sinful attitudes or actions, the purpose is to bring us back to the Lord who loves us.  
The third basis for Daniel’s prayer was God’s reputation.  Twice Daniel prayed that God’s restoration 
of Israel would be “for your own sake” (vv. 17, 18).  Israel’s surrounding nations had come to believe 
that Yahweh was not strong enough or enduring enough to keep His people in the Promised Land.  
To bring them back after 70 years and re-establish them as a nation would restore God’s image of 
power and love.  When we pray to ask God for something, we should look for how His answer could 
bring glory to His name. 
 

To God Be The Glory - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
 
 

To God be the glory, great things He has done! 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 

— Fanny Crosby (1875) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yst7o-BQjtA


October 14 F Reading 287 — Ezra 1:1-11 — God Begins the Restoration 
 
1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might 
be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing:  
 
2 "Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of 
the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Whoever is 
among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel--he is the God who is in Jerusalem. 4 
And let each survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver 
and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God that is in 
Jerusalem."  
 
5 Then rose up the heads of the fathers' houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the 
Levites, everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the LORD that is in 
Jerusalem. 6 And all who were about them aided them with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, 
with beasts, and with costly wares, besides all that was freely offered. 7 Cyrus the king also brought 
out the vessels of the house of the LORD that Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem 
and placed in the house of his gods. 8 Cyrus king of Persia brought these out in the charge of 
Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. 9 And this was 
the number of them: 30 basins of gold, 1,000 basins of silver, 29 censers, 10 30 bowls of gold, 410 
bowls of silver, and 1,000 other vessels; 11 all the vessels of gold and of silver were 5,400. All these 
did Sheshbazzar bring up, when the exiles were brought up from Babylonia to Jerusalem. 
 
Stirred Up to Go — God creates history.  We see here that God moved the hearts of believers and 
unbelievers alike to accomplish His purposes.  First, “the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia … to build him a house in Jerusalem” (vv. 1-2).  The king somehow understood that Yahweh 
had placed him at the head of a vast empire and wanted him to rebuild the temple (v. 2).  Perhaps 
someone had shown him the prophecy of Isaiah, written 150 years earlier: “Thus says the LORD to 
his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before him” (Isa. 45:1).  
God was finished with the punishing discipline of His people and He was directing history to bring 
them back to Judah as He had promised.  The second time in this passage that God moved hearts 
was with His own people, “…the heads of the fathers’ houses … and the priests and the Levites, 
everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the LORD” (Ezra 1:5).  God 
used King Cyrus to open the door, and He used the Jewish leaders to begin the march.  God is not 
finished with stirring the hearts of people.  We can all look back in our own histories to see God’s 
hand guiding us through impressions and desires He placed in our hearts.  We are being led by His 
gentle, influencing hand.  Listen when He stirs you! 
 

Change My Heart, Oh God - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
 
 

You are the potter, I am the clay; 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 
Change my heart, oh God, make it ever true 
Change my heart, oh God, may I be like You 
 

— Eddie Espinoza (1982) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwudqCO7mSQ


October 15 Sa Reading 288 — Haggai 1:1-15 — Build to Glorify God 
 
1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of 
the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of 
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest: 2 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: These 
people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD.” 3 Then the word of the 
LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, 4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your 
paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? 5 Now, therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: 
Consider your ways. 6 You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have 
enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he 
who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes. 
 
7 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. 8 Go up to the hills and bring wood and build 
the house, that I may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the LORD. 9 You looked for 
much, and behold, it came to little. And when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? declares the 
LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own 
house. 10 Therefore the heavens above you have withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its 
produce. 11 And I have called for a drought on the land and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the 
oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man and beast, and on all their labors.” 
 
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all 
the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the 
prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the 
messenger of the LORD, spoke to the people with the LORD’s message, “I am with you, declares the 
LORD.” 14 And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the 
people. And they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 15 on the twenty-
fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king. 
 
Putting God First — Yesterday, we read in Ezra 1:5 about “everyone whose spirit God had stirred to 
go up to rebuild the house of the LORD.”  In today’s reading, we see that although they did go to 
Jerusalem, they said, “the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD” (Hag. 1:2).  The 
prophet Haggai rebuked them for not putting God’s interests first, focusing instead on their own crops 
and houses.  How does God respond to the selfishness of His people?  He takes away some of what 
we have by putting holes in our pockets (v. 6).  There are many Christians today, having failed to 
learn that lesson, who do not return to God even 10% of what He has allowed them to earn.  That is 
selfishness—not putting God first.  We need to honor God with our income and with our time, giving 
to God what He deserves from us. 
 

Give of Your Best to the Master - YouTube 
 
 Give of your best to the Master; 

    Give Him first place in your heart; 
Give Him first place in your service; 
    Consecrate every part. 
Give, and to you will be given; 
    God His beloved Son gave; 
Gratefully seeking to serve Him, 
    Give Him the best that you have. 
 

— Howard B. Grose (1902) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfnTB9cU8ww

