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October 24 Su (Optional) — Ephesians 3:14-21 — Drawing on God’s Power 
 
As long as King Azariah (aka Uzziah) sought the Lord, he was plugged into God’s power.  A New 
Testament example of the importance of being connected to the power of God is contained in this 
passage one of the pastors in our church challenged us to memorize from Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians. 

 
There is a wonderful message about God’s power in this passage.  First, Paul prayed that God would 
grant the Ephesians “to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being” (v. 16).  
That is being plugged into God’s power.  The result is that “you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God” (v. 19).  God’s fullness dwells within us.  What is the purpose of this power?  It is to allow God 
“to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think” (v. 20).  That possibility is mind-blowing and it 
is amazing that God is not doing this externally but internally.  It is “according to the power at work 
within us” (v. 20).  Because we are plugged into God’s power, He is able to do through us things 
beyond our present imagination.  Do you recognize that you have that kind of power within you?  
Don’t hold back in your reaching out in ministry to others; you are energized by the infinite power of 
God.  If you are plugged in, plunge on! 
********************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God.  
 
20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 



October 25 M Reading 212 — 2 Kings 15:4-7; 2 Chron. 26:15-23 — Death of Azariah/Uzziah 

 
 

“I did it my way…” — Frank Sinatra’s hit song bragged about how one would finish life, having done 
it “my way.”  It might sound positive and right but it is proud and often wrong.  It was the kind of 
attitude King Azariah (Uzziah) had.  His later life could be summarized in this one verse: “But when 
he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction” (2 Chron. 26:16).  Success led to pride and ended 
in disaster.  The same is true today.  The Apostle Paul warned that a person should “not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think…” (Rom. 12:3).  Pride often accompanies ability and 
accomplishment.  We tend to forget that the good things we have were things given to us by God.  

2 Kings 15 
4 Nevertheless, the high places were not 
taken away. The people still sacrificed 
and made offerings on the high places.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 And the LORD touched the king, so that 
he was a leper[fn] to the day of his death, 
and he lived in a separate house.[fn]  

 

 

And Jotham the king’s son was over the 
household, governing the people of the 
land.  
6 Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and 
all that he did, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Judah?  
 
7 And Azariah slept with his fathers, and 
they buried him with his fathers  
in the city of David,  
 
 
and Jotham his son reigned in his place. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(15:5) Leprosy was a term for several skin 
diseases; see Leviticus 13 
(15:5) The meaning of the Hebrew word is 
uncertain 

2 Chronicles 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And they rushed him out quickly, and he himself 
hurried to go out, because the LORD had struck 
him.  21 And King Uzziah was a leper to the day 
of his death, and being a leper lived in a 
separate house, for he was excluded from the 
house of the LORD.  
And Jotham his son was over the king’s 
household, governing the people of the land. 
 
22 Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, from first to 
last,  
 
 
Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz wrote.  
23 And Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him with his fathers  
 
in the burial field that belonged to the kings,  
for they said, “He is a leper.”  
And Jotham his son reigned in his place. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(26:19) Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; 
see Leviticus 13 

16 But when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction. For he was unfaithful 
to the LORD his God and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the 
altar of incense. 17 But Azariah the priest went in after him, with eighty priests of the 
LORD who were men of valor, 18 and they withstood King Uzziah and said to him, “It 
is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests, the sons of 
Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Go out of the sanctuary, for you have 
done wrong, and it will bring you no honor from the LORD God.” 19 Then Uzziah 
was angry. Now he had a censer in his hand to burn incense, and when he became 
angry with the priests, leprosy[fn] broke out on his forehead in the presence of the 
priests in the house of the LORD, by the altar of incense. 20 And Azariah the chief 
priest and all the priests looked at him, and behold, he was leprous in his forehead!  



Even the ability and opportunity to do the things we do were gifts from God.  The very able King 
Azariah spent the last 8-10 years of his life isolated from society while watching his son lead the 
nation in his place.  He sinned by entering the holy sanctuary of the temple and his punishment 
prevented him from even returning to the temple grounds for the rest of his life.  His sin resulted in not 
only physical punishment but also spiritual limitations. 
 
Meditation: I thought it is interesting that the proud king and the confronting priest shared the same 
name, Azariah, even though 2 Chronicles always calls the king, Uzziah.  They were both strong 
leaders.  The king had the power of the state behind him but the high priest was supported by the 
power of God.  He also brought 80 consecrated priests who were “men of valor” with him to challenge 
the king (v. 17).  The chief priest was brave and bold but he had the good of the king at heart.  He 
said, “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense … for you have done wrong, and it will bring you no 
honor from the LORD God” (v. 18).  The king was given the chance to repent and leave the sanctuary 
but he reacted in anger, which triggered the leprosy breaking out on his forehead.  It was only then 
that the king had a repentant attitude as “he himself hurried to go out” (v. 20).  Sadly, however, the 
penalty had already been applied and God would not erase it as He had done with Miriam when 
leprosy struck her after she and Aaron sinned by opposing Moses (Num. 12:10-15). 
********************** 
 
October 26 Tu Reading 213 — 2 Kings 15:8-31 — Summary of Israel's final kings 
 
8 In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah, Zechariah the son of Jeroboam reigned over Israel 
in Samaria six months. 9 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, as his fathers had done. 
He did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin. 10 Shallum 
the son of Jabesh conspired against him and struck him down at Ibleam and put him to death and 
reigned in his place. 11 Now the rest of the deeds of Zechariah, behold, they are written in the Book of 
the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 12 (This was the promise of the LORD that he gave to Jehu, 
“Your sons shall sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation.” And so it came to pass.) 
 
13 Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah[fn] king of Judah, and he 
reigned one month in Samaria. 14 Then Menahem the son of Gadi came up from Tirzah and came to 
Samaria, and he struck down Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria and put him to death and 
reigned in his place. 15 Now the rest of the deeds of Shallum, and the conspiracy that he made, 
behold, they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 16 At that time Menahem 
sacked Tiphsah and all who were in it and its territory from Tirzah on, because they did not open it to 
him. Therefore he sacked it, and he ripped open all the women in it who were pregnant. 
 
17 In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of Judah, Menahem the son of Gadi began to reign over 
Israel, and he reigned ten years in Samaria. 18 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He 
did not depart all his days from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to 
sin. 19 Pul[fn] the king of Assyria came against the land, and Menahem gave Pul a thousand 
talents[fn] of silver, that he might help him to confirm his hold on the royal power. 20 Menahem exacted 
the money from Israel, that is, from all the wealthy men, fifty shekels[fn] of silver from every man, to 
give to the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria turned back and did not stay there in the 
land. 21 Now the rest of the deeds of Menahem and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of 
the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 22 And Menahem slept with his fathers, and Pekahiah his son 
reigned in his place. 
 
23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem began to reign over 
Israel in Samaria, and he reigned two years. 24 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He 
did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin. 25 And 
Pekah the son of Remaliah, his captain, conspired against him with fifty men of the people of Gilead, 



and struck him down in Samaria, in the citadel of the king’s house with Argob and Arieh; he put him to 
death and reigned in his place. 26 Now the rest of the deeds of Pekahiah and all that he did, behold, 
they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 
 
27 In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah began to reign over 
Israel in Samaria, and he reigned twenty years. 28 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. 
He did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin. 
 
29 In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria came and captured Ijon, Abel-
beth-maacah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and he carried the 
people captive to Assyria. 30 Then Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah the son 
of Remaliah and struck him down and put him to death and reigned in his place, in the twentieth year 
of Jotham the son of Uzziah. 31 Now the rest of the acts of Pekah and all that he did, behold, they are 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(15:13) Another name for Azariah 
(15:19) Another name for Tiglath-pileser III (compare verse 29) 
(15:19) A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms 
(15:20) A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams 

 
Winding Down — The reigns of the last six kings of Israel are summarized in these 24 verses of 2 
Kings; the book of Chronicles doesn’t even mention their names.  It is a quick picture of instability and 
destruction.  It is also the fulfilment of God’s prophecy made through Ahijah after the first Jeroboam 
led the 10 northern tribes away from Judah and Benjamin: “… the LORD will … root up Israel out of 
this good land that he gave to their fathers and scatter them beyond the Euphrates, because they 
have made their Asherim, provoking the LORD to anger” (1 Kings 14:15).  Only King Menahem lived 
long enough to have his son succeed him in office (2 Kings 15:22); the rest of them were murdered 
by those who conspired against them.  This crumbling picture is the natural consequence of 
unrepentant and continued sin.  We see images like this today with people living on our streets whose 
lives have been destroyed by alcohol or drugs.  The Apostle Paul gives us a wonderful contrast to this 
kind of dreadful end: “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).  Those of us who have surrendered our lives to Jesus are already 
experiencing this “eternal life,” which will get better and last forever! 
********************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 27 W Reading 214 — 2 Kings 15:32–38; 2 Chron. 27:1-9 — Reign of Jotham in Judah 

 
 
 
Mighty because … — Jotham had seen his father punished with leprosy because pride led him to try 
to offer burnt incense in the holy place of the temple.  This apparently gave Jotham incentive to live 
according to God’s laws.  God saw that and blessed him.  Notice the strong cause-and-effect 
emphasis of this verse: “So Jotham became mighty, because he ordered his ways before the 
LORD his God” (v. 6).  He “became mighty, because” he was obedient; his father had become a leper 
because he was disobedient.  We don’t know what form of “leprosy” might be given to us because of 
our pride and disobedience; we also don’t know in what way God might choose to make us “mighty” 

2 Kings 15 
32 In the second year of Pekah the son of 
Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotham the son 
of Uzziah, king of Judah, began to reign.  
33 He was twenty-five years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned sixteen 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 
was Jerusha the daughter of Zadok. 
34 And he did what was right in the eyes 
of the LORD, according to all that his 
father Uzziah had done.  
 
35 Nevertheless, the high places were not 
removed. The people still sacrificed and 
made offerings on the high places.  
He built the upper gate of the house of 
the LORD.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
36 Now the rest of the acts of Jotham and 
all that he did, are they not written in the  
 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Judah?  
 
 
37 In those days the LORD began to 
send Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah 
the son of Remaliah against Judah.  
38 Jotham slept with his fathers and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David 
his father, and Ahaz his son reigned in 
his place. 

2 Chronicles 27 
 
 
 
1 Jotham was twenty-five years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jerushah the 
daughter of Zadok. 
 2 And he did what was right in the eyes of the 
LORD according to all that his father Uzziah had 
done,  
except he did not enter the temple of the LORD.  
 
But the people still followed corrupt practices.  
 
3 He built the upper gate of the house of the LORD 
and did much building on the wall of Ophel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all his 
wars and his ways, behold, they are written in the 
Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 
 
 
8 He was twenty-five years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem.  
 
 
 
9 And Jotham slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in the city of David, and Ahaz his son 
reigned in his place. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(27:5) A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms 
(27:5) A cor was about 6 bushels or 220 liters 

4 Moreover, he built cities in the hill country of Judah, and forts and towers on 
the wooded hills. 5 He fought with the king of the Ammonites and prevailed 
against them. And the Ammonites gave him that year 100 talents[fn] of silver, 
and 10,000 cors[fn] of wheat and 10,000 of barley. The Ammonites paid him 
the same amount in the second and the third years. 6 So Jotham became 
mighty, because he ordered his ways before the LORD his God.  
 



because of our obedience.  God is creative in handing out both rewards and punishments.  I would 
much rather be surprised with good than pain, wouldn’t you?  Let’s learn from Jotham’s lesson, that 
obedience is always the wise choice. 
********************** 
 
October 28 Th Reading 215 — 2 Kings 16:1–5; 2 Chron. 28:1–4 — Summary of Judah’s King Ahaz 

 
Generational Influence — What King Ahab had been to Israel, King Ahaz was to Judah.  King Ahab 
“did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him … and went and served Baal 
and worshiped him” (1 Kings 16:30-31).  Similarly, King Ahaz “did not do what was right in the eyes of 
the LORD … but he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel.  He even made metal images for the 
Baals” (2 Chron. 28:1-2).  Whereas the leprosy punishment of Jotham’s father had apparently 
motivated him to follow the Lord, it seemed to have no effect on Uzziah’s grandson, Ahaz, who “even 
burned his son as an offering” (2 Kings 16:3) to the Canaanite god Molech.  Ahaz officially led Judah 
into idolatrous worship of Baal and Molech.  He was apparently more impressed with the history of 
Israel’s kings than he was with David’s historical dynasty.  We cannot control the adult decisions of 
our children and grandchildren.  We can train them to follow the Lord when they are young but some 
of them fall away after becoming adults.  We can still pray, however, because we must never give up 
on God’s ability and desire to bring them back to lives of truth and godliness. 
********************** 
 
October 29 F Reading 216 — Isaiah 7:1-9 — Syria and Israel threaten Jerusalem 
 
1 In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin the king of Syria and 
Pekah the son of Remaliah the king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could 
not yet mount an attack against it. 2 When the house of David was told, “Syria is in league 
with[fn] Ephraim,” the heart of Ahaz[fn] and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest 
shake before the wind. 

2 Kings 16 
1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son 
of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham, king 
of Judah, began to reign.  
2 Ahaz was twenty years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned sixteen 
years in Jerusalem. And he did not do what 
was right in the eyes of the LORD his God, 
as his father David had done, 3 but he 
walked in the way of the kings of Israel.  
 
 
 
He even burned his son as an offering,[fn] 
according to the despicable practices of the 
nations whom the LORD drove out before 
the people of Israel  4 And he sacrificed and 
made offerings on the high places and on 
the hills and under every green tree. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(16:3) Or made his son pass through the fire 

2 Chronicles 28 
 
 
 
1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned sixteen years in 
Jerusalem. And he did not do what was right in 
the eyes of the LORD, as his father David had 
done, 2 but he walked in the ways of the kings of 
Israel.  
He even made metal images for the Baals,  
3 and he made offerings in the Valley of the Son 
of Hinnom  
and burned his sons as an offering,[fn] according 
to the abominations of the nations whom the 
LORD drove out before the people of Israel. 
4 And he sacrificed and made offerings on the 
high places and on the hills and under every 
green tree. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(28:3) Hebrew made his sons pass through the fire 



3 And the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-jashub[fn] your son, at the end of 
the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Washer’s Field. 4 And say to him, ‘Be careful, be 
quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be faint because of these two smoldering stumps of 
firebrands, at the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of Remaliah. 5 Because Syria, with 
Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has devised evil against you, saying, 6 “Let us go up against Judah 
and terrify it, and let us conquer it[fn] for ourselves, and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of 
it,” 7 thus says the Lord GOD: 
  
    “‘It shall not stand, 

and it shall not come to pass. 
8    For the head of Syria is Damascus, 

and the head of Damascus is Rezin. 
    And within sixty-five years 

Ephraim will be shattered from being a people. 
9    And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, 

and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. 
    If you[fn] are not firm in faith, 

you will not be firm at all.’” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(7:2) Hebrew Syria has rested upon 
(7:2) Hebrew his heart 
(7:3) Shear-jashub means A remnant shall return 
(7:6) Hebrew let us split it open 
(7:9) The Hebrew for you is plural in verses 9, 13, 14 

 
Not Firm — The closing statement of this historical passage is as applicable today as it was in the 
time of Ahaz: “If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all.”  Ahaz and his people in Judah 
were anything but firm; their hearts “shook as the trees … shake before the wind” (v. 2).  They had 
reason to be afraid because they were “not firm in faith,” i.e., they were not trusting in God or 
following Him in obedience.  In fact, they had been led by their new king into the worship of idols.  
God’s message to them through Isaiah was one of both warning and opportunity.  If they would not 
turn to become “firm in faith,” not only would the branches of their tree sway but the whole tree would 
fall.  Are you looking for greater stability in your life?  Stability too often focuses on circumstances.  
The focus of our attention, instead, should be toward faith in God.  We grow firm in our faith by 
reading God’s Word, by praying to Him each day, and by fellowshipping with and ministering to other 
believers regularly.  Firm up!  The circumstances will follow suit. 
 
Meditation: If you read this passage in another translation, you may have noticed a difference in the 
wording of the statement at the end of vs. 9.  For example, the NKJV says, “If you will not believe, 
surely you shall not be established” and the NASB has, “If you will not believe, you certainly shall not 
last.”  But I like the way the ESV, NIV, and Christian Standard Bible repeat the word “firm” because 
the same Hebrew word appears in each side of that statement; it was an intentional play on words. 
************************** 
 
October 30 Sa (Optional) — Intentionally Influencing Children 
 
While thinking about the positive influence that Uzziah’s punishment of leprosy had on his son, 
Jotham, and the apparent lack of impact that Jotham had on his son, Ahaz, I was led to look in 
Scripture for instruction about the importance of impressing our children and grandchildren with the 
need for godliness.  Here are some verses that cover multiple aspects of raising children to be 
responsible followers of God: 
 



 
 
 

 

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward.  Like 
arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s youth.  Blessed is the man 
who fills his quiver with them!” (Ps. 127:3-5). 
 
“Always set an example by doing good things. When you teach, be an example of 
moral purity and dignity” (Titus 2:7). 
 
“As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to 
those who fear him” (Ps. 103:13). 
 
“… older women must train the younger women to love their husbands and their 
children” (Titus 2:4). 
 
“Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not 
leave it” (Prov. 22:6). 
 
“… you must teach them to your children and speak of them as you sit in your 
house, as you walk along the road, as you lie down, and as you get up” (Deut. 6:6-
7). 
 
“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). 
 
“To discipline a child produces wisdom, but a mother is disgraced by an 
undisciplined child … Discipline your children, and they will give you peace of mind 
and will make your heart glad” (Prov. 29:15, 17). 


