
KHW43 October 17-23 
 
October 17 Su (Optional) — New Testament Promises 
 
Before Elisha died, he made a promise to King Jehoash of Israel that his armies would strike down 
the Syrians three times (2 Kings 13:19).  That promise came true.  What has God promised for His 
Church today?  Jesus chose 12 disciples to be with Him and to form the beginning of the Church.  I 
have chosen 12 promises from the New Testament that God has given to us.  As you read them, 
don’t dismiss any of them; they are all good and apply to us today.  Claim them and act on them in 
faith! 
 
Matthew 6:31-33 — Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them all.  33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be added to you. 
 
Matthew 7:11 — If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 
 
Mark 11:24 — Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and 
it will be yours. 
 
Luke 11:9-10 — And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you.  10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the 
one who knocks it will be opened. 
 
John 14:13-14 — Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son.  14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 
 
Romans 8:28 — And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose. 
 
Romans 8:35-39 — Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? … 37 No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 —  …do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Philippians 4:19 — And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
James 1:5 — If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him.  
 
James 4:7-8 — Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw 
near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
 



James 5:14-15 — Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the 
one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.  
********************** 

 



October 18 M Reading 207 — 2 Kings 14:1–7; 2 Chron. 25:1–16 — Reign of Amaziah (Judah) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Kings 14 
1 In the second year of Joash the son of 
Joahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah the son of 
Joash, king of Judah, began to reign.  
2 He was twenty-five years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned twenty-nine years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jehoaddin 
of Jerusalem. 3 And he did what was right in 
the eyes of the LORD,  
 
yet not like David his father.  
He did in all things as Joash his father had 
done. 4 But the high places were not removed; 
the people still sacrificed and made offerings 
on the high places.  
5 And as soon as the royal power was firmly in 
his hand, he struck down his servants who had 
struck down the king his father. 6 But he did not 
put to death the children of the murderers, 
according to what is written in the Book of the 
Law of Moses, where the LORD commanded, 
“Fathers shall not be put to death because of 
their children, nor shall children be put to death 
because of their fathers. But each one shall 
die for his own sin.” 

2 Chronicles 25 
 

 

 

1 Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned twenty-nine 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was 
Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 2 And he did what 
was right in the eyes of the LORD,  
yet not with a whole heart.  
 
 
 
 
 
3 And as soon as the royal power was firmly 
his, he killed his servants who had struck 
down the king his father. 4 But he did not put 
their children to death, according to what is 
written in the Law, in the Book of Moses, 
where the LORD commanded, “Fathers shall 
not die because of their children, nor children 
die because of their fathers, but each one 
shall die for his own sin.” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not With a Whole Heart — As his father had done, Amaziah also began well but drifted away from 
allegiance to Yahweh.  He was obedient to the Law of Moses at the beginning by not putting to death 
the children of the servants who had killed his father (2 Kings 14:5).  God sent two unnamed prophets 
to warn him.  He obeyed the first prophet (2 Chron. 25:7) by deciding to forego the 100 talents of 
silver (worth about $3.4 million today) paid to the sent-home army of Israel.  That was sacrificial 
obedience.  It even resulted in the loss of 3,000 lives as these dismissed soldiers raided Judah’s 
unprotected cities.  The second prophet (v. 15) was dismissed with a threat because his message not 

2 Chronicles 25 (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 But Amaziah took courage and led out his people and 
went to the Valley of Salt and struck down 10,000 men of 
Seir.  
 
 

 

2 Kings 14 (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 He struck down ten thousand 
Edomites in the Valley of Salt and 
took Sela by storm,  
and called it Joktheel, which is its 
name to this day. 

5 Then Amaziah assembled the men of Judah and set them by fathers’ houses 
under commanders of thousands and of hundreds for all Judah and Benjamin. 
He mustered those twenty years old and upward, and found that they were 
300,000 choice men, fit for war, able to handle spear and shield. 6 He hired 
also 100,000 mighty men of valor from Israel for 100 talents[fn] of silver. 7 But a 
man of God came to him and said, “O king, do not let the army of Israel go 
with you, for the LORD is not with Israel, with all these Ephraimites. 8 But go, 
act, be strong for the battle. Why should you suppose that God will cast you 
down before the enemy? For God has power to help or to cast down.” 9 And 
Amaziah said to the man of God, “But what shall we do about the hundred 
talents that I have given to the army of Israel?” The man of God answered, 
“The LORD is able to give you much more than this.” 10 Then Amaziah 
discharged the army that had come to him from Ephraim to go home again. 
And they became very angry with Judah and returned home in fierce anger.  

12 The men of Judah captured another 10,000 alive and took them to the top of 
a rock and threw them down from the top of the rock, and they were all 
dashed to pieces. 13 But the men of the army whom Amaziah sent back, not 
letting them go with him to battle, raided the cities of Judah, from Samaria to 
Beth-horon, and struck down 3,000 people in them and took much spoil. 
 
14 After Amaziah came from striking down the Edomites, he brought the gods 
of the men of Seir and set them up as his gods and worshiped them, making 
offerings to them. 15 Therefore the LORD was angry with Amaziah and sent to 
him a prophet, who said to him, “Why have you sought the gods of a people 
who did not deliver their own people from your hand?” 16 But as he was 
speaking, the king said to him, “Have we made you a royal counselor? Stop! 
Why should you be struck down?” So the prophet stopped, but said, “I know 
that God has determined to destroy you, because you have done this and 
have not listened to my counsel.” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(25:6) A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms 



only criticized the king’s action but also went against what he really wanted to do.  It was foolishness 
to sacrifice to a nation’s god that was not able to protect them.  That was sacrificial disobedience!  We 
should evaluate ourselves to see if there might be a little bit of Amaziah’s attitude in us.  Are we 
generally obedient to what God’s Word tells us but balk at commands that go against our own 
desires?  If so, we are not serving God with a whole heart.  Sometimes obedience requires sacrifice, 
giving up something that is precious to us. 
********************** 
 
  



October 19 Tu Reading 208 — 2 Kings 14:8–14; 2 Chron. 25:17–24 — Israel defeats Judah 

 
Pride and Punishment — Judah’s King Amaziah was proud of his victory over Edom.  He was also 
probably looking for revenge for the raids on Judah’s towns by Israel’s paid-but-dismissed 
mercenaries while Amaziah was fighting the Edomites.  So, he took the initiative by challenging King 
Jehoash (Joash) of Israel to a fight.  A much wiser Jehoash tried to reason with the foolishness of 
Amaziah’s pride but stubbornness won (“But Amaziah would not listen…”—2 Chron. 25:20) and 
Amaziah lost.  Remember the 100 talents of silver paid to the Israelite mercenaries that Amaziah was 
so concerned about?  Well, he ended up losing not only that but all the rest of his silver and gold 
when Jehoash defeated his army and also conquered Jerusalem, tearing down about 600 feet (183 
meters) of the city wall.  Why wouldn’t Amaziah listen to Jehoash’s warning?  It was because “…it 

2 Kings 14 
8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to 
Jehoash[fn] the son of Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, 
king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us look one 
another in the face.” 9 And Jehoash king of 
Israel sent word to Amaziah king of Judah,  
“A thistle on Lebanon sent to a cedar on 
Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to my 
son for a wife,’ and a wild beast of Lebanon 
passed by and trampled down the thistle. 
10 You have indeed struck down Edom, and 
your heart has lifted you up. Be content with 
your glory, and stay at home, for why should 
you provoke trouble so that you fall, you and 
Judah with you?” 
 
11 But Amaziah would not listen.  
 
 
 
So Jehoash king of Israel went up, and he 
and Amaziah king of Judah faced one another 
in battle at Beth-shemesh, which belongs to 
Judah. 12 And Judah was defeated by Israel, 
and every man fled to his home. 13 And 
Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king 
of Judah, the son of Jehoash, son of Ahaziah, 
at Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem 
and broke down the wall of Jerusalem for four 
hundred cubits,[fn] from the Ephraim Gate to 
the Corner Gate. 14 And he seized all the gold 
and silver, and all the vessels that were found 
in the house of the LORD and in the 
treasuries of the king’s house, also hostages, 
and he returned to Samaria. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(14:8) Jehoash is an alternate spelling of Joash (son of 
Jehoahaz) as in 13:9, 12–14; also verses 9, 11–16 
(14:13) A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 

2 Chronicles 25 
17 Then Amaziah king of Judah took counsel 
and sent to Joash the son of Jehoahaz, son of 
Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us look 
one another in the face.” 18 And Joash the king 
of Israel sent word to Amaziah king of Judah, 
“A thistle on Lebanon sent to a cedar on 
Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to my 
son for a wife,’ and a wild beast of Lebanon 
passed by and trampled down the thistle. 
19 You say, ‘See,[fn] I have struck down Edom,’ 
and your heart has lifted you up in 
boastfulness. But now stay at home. Why 
should you provoke trouble so that you fall, 
you and Judah with you?” 
 
20 But Amaziah would not listen,  
for it was of God, in order that he might give 
them into the hand of their enemies, because 
they had sought the gods of Edom.  
21 So Joash king of Israel went up, and he and 
Amaziah king of Judah faced one another in 
battle at Beth-shemesh, which belongs to 
Judah. 22 And Judah was defeated by Israel, 
and every man fled to his home. 23 And Joash 
king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, 
the son of Joash, son of Ahaziah, at Beth-
shemesh, and brought him to Jerusalem and 
broke down the wall of Jerusalem for 400 
cubits,[fn] from the Ephraim Gate to the Corner 
Gate. 24 And he seized all the gold and silver, 
and all the vessels that were found in the 
house of God, in the care of Obed-edom.  
He seized also the treasuries of the king’s 
house, also hostages, and he returned to 
Samaria. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(25:19) Hebrew you 
(25:23) A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters 



was of God, in order that he might give them into the hand of their enemies, because they had sought 
the gods of Edom” (v. 20).  God had hardened Amaziah’s heart in order to punish him for his 
disobedience and idolatry.  God disciplined Amaziah severely.  Pride is dangerous because God 
knows how to humble us.  “The Lord disciplines the one he loves … that we may share his holiness” 
(Heb. 12:6, 10). 
********************** 
 
October 20 W Reading 209 — 2 Kings 14:15-20; 2 Chron. 25:25-28 — Murder of Amaziah 

 
 
 

Fifteen-year Conspiracy — A key statement in 2 Chronicles 25:27 suggests that the conspiracy 
against King Amaziah was a long one: “From the time when he turned away from the LORD they 
made a conspiracy against him…”  It began when he brought the gods home from his victory over the 
Edomites and worshiped them; it lasted for at least 15 years until after he was captured by Israel’s 
army (v. 23).  Those years in Jerusalem were apparently spent under the control of Israel.  The text 
says only that Amaziah “lived” (v. 25) during those years, not that he “ruled.”  Israel had not only torn 
down much of Jerusalem’s wall but they had also desecrated the temple by entering it to steal its gold 
and vessels.  That conspiracy was probably led by the high priest as Jehoiada had done against 
Athaliah before young Joash was crowned king (2 Chron. 23).  We will see in our next reading that 
the new king was only 16 years old when he was crowned; perhaps the conspiracy leaders were 
waiting until he grew up.  Murdering the king was certainly wrong but nothing is mentioned about any 
resulting penalty.  The people were apparently fed up with King Amaziah.  What kind of political 
leadership are you living under right now?  Is it a godly one?  If not, what should we do?  Form a 
conspiracy?  Or should we wait for God to arrange something that is far beyond what we could do—
and far better? 
************************ 

2 Kings 14 
15 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash that he 
did, and his might, and how he fought with 
Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel? 16 And Jehoash slept with his fathers and 
was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel, 
and Jeroboam his son reigned in his place. 
 
17 Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, 
lived fifteen years after the death of Jehoash 
son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 18 Now the rest 
of the deeds of Amaziah, are they not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Judah?  
 
 
19 And they made a conspiracy against him in 
Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish. But they 
sent after him to Lachish and put him to death 
there. 20 And they brought him on horses; and 
he was buried in Jerusalem with his fathers in 
the city of David.  

2 Chronicles 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, 
lived fifteen years after the death of Joash 
the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 26 Now 
the rest of the deeds of Amaziah, from first 
to last, are they not written in the Book of the 
Kings of Judah and Israel?  
 
27 From the time when he turned away from 
the LORD they made a conspiracy against 
him in Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish. 
But they sent after him to Lachish and put 
him to death there. 28 And they brought him 
upon horses, and he was buried with his 
fathers in the city of David.[fn] 
 
ESV Footnote 
(25:28) Hebrew of Judah 



October 21 Th Reading 210 — 2 Kings 14:21-29; 2 Chron. 26:1-2 — Azariah/Uzziah (Judah) & 
Jeroboam II (Israel) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Undeserved Love — God really showed Israel His grace—His undeserved love—during this time.  
The Syrians had been harassing Israel for many years, attacking and capturing cities to make them 
their own.  Finally, God stepped in: “For the LORD saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter … 
and there was none to help Israel … so he saved them…” (2 Kings 14:26-27).  God did this even 
though King Jeroboam II followed the sins of his father and grandfather, as far back as his namesake 
who started the rebellion against God and Judah.  They were rescued by God because they suffered 
and because the Lord had chosen them to be His people.  That same merciful and gracious God 
reaches out to us today because of His compassionate love.  Aren’t you glad you were chosen by 
Him to be part of His family?  We didn’t deserve that grace any more than Jeroboam II did. 
 
Meditation: You probably noticed that 2 Kings uses Azariah as the name of Judah’s king here, 
whereas 2 Chronicles calls him Uzziah.  They have very similar meanings, “Azariah” translates as 
“the strength of Yahweh” and “Uzziah” means “whom Yahweh assists.”  The two words look even 
more similar in Hebrew.  They are not two forms of the same name, like Jehoash and Joash, but are 
different names with almost the same meaning.  Some have suggested that Azariah assumed the 
name of Uzziah when he was crowned but the reason for the two names is not clear.  Maybe his 

mother wanted to name him Uzziah but had to wait until his father died to get her wish! 😊  The name 

“Uzziah” is much more common in both the Old and New Testaments, used 24 times, vs. 9 times for 
“Azariah.” 
********************** 
 
  

2 Kings 14 
21 And all the people of Judah took Azariah, 
who was sixteen years old, and made him 
king instead of his father Amaziah. 22 He built 
Elath and restored it to Judah, after the king 
slept with his fathers. 
 

2 Chronicles 26 
1 And all the people of Judah took Uzziah, 
who was sixteen years old, and made him 
king instead of his father Amaziah. 2 He 
built Eloth and restored it to Judah, after 
the king slept with his fathers.  

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the 
son of Joash, king of Israel, began to reign in Samaria, and he reigned forty-one 
years. 24 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He did not depart from 
all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin. 25 He 
restored the border of Israel from Lebo-hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, 
according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which he spoke by his 
servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was from Gath-hepher. 26 For 
the LORD saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter, for there was none left, 
bond or free, and there was none to help Israel. 27 But the LORD had not said that 
he would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven, so he saved them by the 
hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. 
 
28 Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam and all that he did, and his might, how he 
fought, and how he restored Damascus and Hamath to Judah in Israel, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 29 And Jeroboam slept 
with his fathers, the kings of Israel, and Zechariah his son reigned in his place. 



October 22 F Reading 211 — 2 Kings 15:1-3; 2 Chron. 26:3-15 — Reign of Azariah/Uzziah 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seeking the Lord — Like his father, Amaziah, Azariah (Uzziah) started well but finished poorly.  
Most of today’s reading listed the great accomplishments of his reign but those things were achieved 
during the first part of his rule.  His success was expressed in several ways: “…he became very 
strong” (2 Chron. 26:8), and twice, “…his fame spread” (vv. 8, 15). The reason for his success, 
however, was divine help: “…God made him prosper” (v. 5), “God helped him” (v. 7), and “he was 
marvelously helped.” (v. 15).  Here is a key verse: “He set himself to seek God in the days of 
Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God, and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him 
prosper” (v. 5).  The key phrase is, “…as long as he sought the LORD.”  His help came from God 
when he sought Him.  It is somewhat like an electric appliance that only works when it is plugged in.  
When we seek the Lord, we plug ourselves into God’s power.  David wrote that “…those who seek 
the LORD lack no good thing” (Ps. 34:10) and Jesus told us to “seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (Matt. 6:33).  Do you want to prosper in all 
things?  Seek the Lord! 
 

2 Kings 15 
1 In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam 
king of Israel, Azariah the son of Amaziah, 
king of Judah, began to reign.  
2 He was sixteen years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned fifty-two years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jecoliah 
of Jerusalem. 3 And he did what was right in 
the eyes of the LORD, according to all that 
his father Amaziah had done.  

2 Chronicles 26 
 
 
 
3 Uzziah was sixteen years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned fifty-two 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was 
Jecoliah of Jerusalem. 4 And he did what 
was right in the eyes of the LORD, according 
to all that his father Amaziah had done.  
 

5 He set himself to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the 
fear of God, and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him prosper.  6 He 
went out and made war against the Philistines and broke through the wall of 
Gath and the wall of Jabneh and the wall of Ashdod, and he built cities in the 
territory of Ashdod and elsewhere among the Philistines. 7 God helped him 
against the Philistines and against the Arabians who lived in Gurbaal and 
against the Meunites. 8 The Ammonites paid tribute to Uzziah, and his fame 
spread even to the border of Egypt, for he became very strong. 9 Moreover, 
Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner Gate and at the Valley Gate and 
at the Angle, and fortified them. 10 And he built towers in the wilderness and cut 
out many cisterns, for he had large herds, both in the Shephelah and in the 
plain, and he had farmers and vinedressers in the hills and in the fertile lands, 
for he loved the soil. 11 Moreover, Uzziah had an army of soldiers, fit for war, in 
divisions according to the numbers in the muster made by Jeiel the secretary 
and Maaseiah the officer, under the direction of Hananiah, one of the king’s 
commanders. 12 The whole number of the heads of fathers’ houses of mighty 
men of valor was 2,600. 13 Under their command was an army of 307,500, who 
could make war with mighty power, to help the king against the enemy. 14 And 
Uzziah prepared for all the army shields, spears, helmets, coats of mail, bows, 
and stones for slinging. 15 In Jerusalem he made machines, invented by skillful 
men, to be on the towers and the corners, to shoot arrows and great stones. 
And his fame spread far, for he was marvelously helped, till he was strong. 



Meditation: The Zechariah mentioned here was probably the high priest.  Earlier, we read about a 
different Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada the priest who was stoned to death for standing up against 
the idolatry of Judah’s King Joash.  Another Zechariah, the prophet who wrote our OT book, wouldn’t 
be born until almost 200 years after the high priest, Zechariah, we read about today.  Notice the 
similarity between Jehoiada, who instructed young King Joash (seven years old), to Zechariah, who 
instructed the 16-year-old King Azariah (Uzziah).  Both kings remained faithful under the teaching of 
their priest but fell away from obedience to Yahweh when left on their own.  It is a good lesson for us: 
we also need to submit to our godly instructors but then endure to the end. 
********************** 
 
October 23 Sa (Optional) — Galatians 1:6-16 — Deserting God  
 
We read about Israel’s King Jehoash receiving God’s undeserved gift, being rescued from Syria’s 
oppression.  He and his people had drifted away from their allegiance to Yahweh alone but they were 
still considered to be God’s chosen people, so He rescued them.  In the New Testament, Paul 
warned the Galatian church about going down a similar path. 
 
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and 
want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a 
gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so 
now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be 
accursed.  
 
10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still 
trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.  
 
11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel. 
12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God 
violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age 
among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when he who 
had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son 
to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with 
anyone… 

 
Paul continued in this chapter to explain how he was trained by God yet had a hard time being 
accepted by the Christians in Jerusalem and Judea because of his reputation of violence.  Unlike 
Amaziah and Azariah (Uzziah), Paul started out roughly but finished well.  As King Jehoash and the 
people of Israel had turned away from the strictness of the law given to Moses, so the Galatians 
seemed to be turning away from following Christ wholeheartedly.  The message heard from another 
source sounded better to them.  Maybe it seemed easier by being less demanding.  We hear similar 
voices today that tolerate and excuse attitudes, words, and actions that the New Testament labels as 
sin.  Will we listen and bend toward a less painful philosophy?  No, that is why we read God’s Word 
every day, so we will know the truth and what God requires. 
 


