
KHW39 Sept 19-25 

September 19 Su (Optional) — Luke 2:22-38 — Waiting for Christ 
 
In thinking of King Jehoram’s anxiety about waiting for God’s deliverance, I searched for other places 
in the Bible that spoke of waiting for God and came up with 31 additional verses.  Some of them 
stressed the difficulty of waiting, like David, who said, “I am weary with my crying out … My eyes 
grow dim with waiting for my God” (Ps. 69:3).  David also spoke of the patience needed for waiting: 
“Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him…” (Ps. 37:7).  Then, I came across two people in 
the New Testament who had been waiting for many years to see the fulfilment of the coming of the 
promised Messiah.  We read about Simeon and Anna today. 
 
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first 
opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said 
in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit 
into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 
custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
  
29   “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 
30   for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31          that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32   a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 
and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that 
thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
 
36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and 
then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting 
and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
These two individuals seem to have been given a special message that they would see the Messiah 
and they had waited for years to see Him.  We are also waiting today for the Messiah to come—for 
His Second Coming.  What difficulties do you see in having to wait for that event?  What makes it 
hard to be patient?  (You may share your thoughts at “Leave a Reply” at the bottom of our webpage.)  
We are confident that Christ will return because God has promised it and He always keeps His 
promises.  In the meantime, we wait for Him in other ways.  We continue to pray for the salvation of 
close friends and relatives and are waiting to see evidence of change in their lives.  We run short of 
money and wait for God to supply our needs.  What are you waiting for God to do today?  Be patient 
and wait in trust! 
**************************** 
 
September 20 M Reading 187 — 2 Kings 7:1-20 — God routs the Syrian army    



 
1 But Elisha said, “Hear the word of the LORD: thus says the LORD, Tomorrow about this time a 
seah[fn] of fine flour shall be sold for a shekel,[fn] and two seahs of barley for a shekel, at the gate of 
Samaria.” 2 Then the captain on whose hand the king leaned said to the man of God, “If the 
LORD himself should make windows in heaven, could this thing be?” But he said, “You shall see it 
with your own eyes, but you shall not eat of it.” 
 
3 Now there were four men who were lepers[fn] at the entrance to the gate. And they said to one 
another, “Why are we sitting here until we die? 4 If we say, ‘Let us enter the city,’ the famine is in the 
city, and we shall die there. And if we sit here, we die also. So now come, let us go over to the camp 
of the Syrians. If they spare our lives we shall live, and if they kill us we shall but die.” 5 So they arose 
at twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians. But when they came to the edge of the camp of the 
Syrians, behold, there was no one there. 6 For the Lord had made the army of the Syrians hear the 
sound of chariots and of horses, the sound of a great army, so that they said to one another, “Behold, 
the king of Israel has hired against us the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Egypt to come against 
us.” 7 So they fled away in the twilight and abandoned their tents, their horses, and their donkeys, 
leaving the camp as it was, and fled for their lives. 8 And when these lepers came to the edge of the 
camp, they went into a tent and ate and drank, and they carried off silver and gold and clothing and 
went and hid them. Then they came back and entered another tent and carried off things from it and 
went and hid them. 
 
9 Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This day is a day of good news. If we are 
silent and wait until the morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now therefore come; let us go and 
tell the king’s household.” 10 So they came and called to the gatekeepers of the city and told them, 
“We came to the camp of the Syrians, and behold, there was no one to be seen or heard there, 
nothing but the horses tied and the donkeys tied and the tents as they were.” 11 Then the gatekeepers 
called out, and it was told within the king’s household. 12 And the king rose in the night and said to his 
servants, “I will tell you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we are hungry. Therefore 
they have gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the open country, thinking, ‘When they come 
out of the city, we shall take them alive and get into the city.’” 13 And one of his servants said, “Let 
some men take five of the remaining horses, seeing that those who are left here will fare like the 
whole multitude of Israel who have already perished. Let us send and see.” 14 So they took two 
horsemen, and the king sent them after the army of the Syrians, saying, “Go and see.” 15 So they 
went after them as far as the Jordan, and behold, all the way was littered with garments and 
equipment that the Syrians had thrown away in their haste. And the messengers returned and told the 
king. 
 
16 Then the people went out and plundered the camp of the Syrians. So a seah of fine flour was sold 
for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the LORD. 17 Now the king 
had appointed the captain on whose hand he leaned to have charge of the gate. And the people 
trampled him in the gate, so that he died, as the man of God had said when the king came down to 
him. 18 For when the man of God had said to the king, “Two seahs of barley shall be sold for a shekel, 
and a seah of fine flour for a shekel, about this time tomorrow in the gate of Samaria,” 19 the captain 
had answered the man of God, “If the LORD himself should make windows in heaven, could such a 
thing be?” And he had said, “You shall see it with your own eyes, but you shall not eat of it.” 20 And so 
it happened to him, for the people trampled him in the gate and he died. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(7:1) A seah was about 7 quarts or 7.3 liters 
(7:1) A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams 
(7:3) Leprosy was a term for several skin diseases; see Leviticus 13 

 



Doubting Truth — Elisha’s prediction of a next-day abundance of food was too much to believe for 
Israel’s army captain but it was true because it was “the word of the LORD” (v. 1).  The captain not 
only doubted the promise but he declared that even Yahweh couldn’t do it: “If the LORD himself 
should make windows in heaven, could this thing be?” (v. 2).  That was a fatal mistake and Elisha 
predicted his death: “You shall see it … but you shall not eat of it.”  Israel’s king also doubted when 
he heard the good news brought back to the city by the four lepers, thinking that it was a Syrian trap 
and that they were planning to ambush those who went out for the spoils of the camp (v. 12).  When 
the king’s servant suggested sending a search party with five horses (v. 13), the king sent only two, 
perhaps being extra cautious and still doubting the truth.  This whole story is “stranger than fiction,” as 
Mark Twain wrote: “Truth is stranger than fiction … because fiction is obliged to stick to possibilities; 
truth isn’t.”  God isn’t limited to reasonable solutions; He does the impossible.  Believe it! 
 
Meditation: I love the statement made by the lepers after they had stashed away some of their 
discovery: “We are not doing right.  This day is a day of good news” (v. 9).  That is somewhat like our 
hesitancy to share the Good News of Jesus.  In the lepers’ change of heart, they said, “let us go and 
tell the king’s household” (v. 9).  It is also not right for us to have discovered the Good News and not 
share it with others.  As there was plenty for the lepers to share with the people of the city of Samaria, 
so there is plenty for us to share with others.  We don’t have less by giving away the Good News! 
**************************** 
 
September 21 Tu Reading 188 — 2 Kings 8:1–6 — Shunammite’s property restored 
 
1 Now Elisha had said to the woman whose son he had restored to life, “Arise, and depart with your 
household, and sojourn wherever you can, for the LORD has called for a famine, and it will come 
upon the land for seven years.” 2 So the woman arose and did according to the word of the man of 
God. She went with her household and sojourned in the land of the Philistines seven years. 3 And at 
the end of the seven years, when the woman returned from the land of the Philistines, she went to 
appeal to the king for her house and her land. 4 Now the king was talking with Gehazi the servant of 
the man of God, saying, “Tell me all the great things that Elisha has done.” 5 And while he was telling 
the king how Elisha had restored the dead to life, behold, the woman whose son he had restored to 
life appealed to the king for her house and her land. And Gehazi said, “My lord, O king, here is the 
woman, and here is her son whom Elisha restored to life.” 6 And when the king asked the woman, she 
told him. So the king appointed an official for her, saying, “Restore all that was hers, together with all 
the produce of the fields from the day that she left the land until now.” 
 
Perfect Timing — Isn’t it amazing how God sometimes arranges circumstances for the benefit of 
those He loves?  Earlier, when Elisha asked the Shunammite woman what favor he could provide for 
her, she declined needing help from anyone, even the king (2 Kings 4:13).  At that time, she was 
married but childless and her husband was old (v. 14).  Years later, the situation had changed.  Her 
husband had apparently died, a famine had forced her to leave home, someone had confiscated her 
property, and she desperately needed help from the king.  Just as she entered the king’s presence to 
make her request, Elisha’s former servant, Gehazi, was telling the king the story of how Elisha raised 
her son.  Our text reveals the surprise when she showed up: “…behold, the woman…” (8:5).  Just as 
God prepared the heart of the king to feel for the woman whose son was raised from the dead, that 
woman appeared before him.  Was it a coincidence?  No.  It was God’s perfect timing to bring about 
His will for her.  She not only got her house and land back but was also paid for the produce that was 
harvested while she was gone.  How would King Jehoram know how much the land produced during 
those seven years?  Maybe it was because he was the one who had grabbed her land after she left!  
When was a “perfect timing” for you when God’s hand reached out to you?  A big one for me was a 
phone call I received at a critical time in my life from a man I had not seen or talked to for years.  After 
that, I fell to my knees to thank God for His great love and attention toward me.  The timing may not 



be that dramatic but I believe that God arranges circumstances for us frequently to show His love and 
care for us.  Look for one of those tiny ones today, then thank Him in wonder and worship! 
**************************** 
 
September 22 W Reading 189 — 2 Kings 8:7-15 — Hazael kills to become Syria's king 
 
7 Now Elisha came to Damascus. Ben-hadad the king of Syria was sick. And when it was told him, 
“The man of God has come here,” 8 the king said to Hazael, “Take a present with you and go to meet 
the man of God, and inquire of the LORD through him, saying, ‘Shall I recover from this sickness?’” 
9 So Hazael went to meet him, and took a present with him, all kinds of goods of Damascus, forty 
camels’ loads. When he came and stood before him, he said, “Your son Ben-hadad king of Syria has 
sent me to you, saying, ‘Shall I recover from this sickness?’” 10 And Elisha said to him, “Go, say to 
him, ‘You shall certainly recover,’ but[fn] the LORD has shown me that he shall certainly die.” 11 And he 
fixed his gaze and stared at him, until he was embarrassed. And the man of God wept. 12 And Hazael 
said, “Why does my lord weep?” He answered, “Because I know the evil that you will do to the people 
of Israel. You will set on fire their fortresses, and you will kill their young men with the sword and dash 
in pieces their little ones and rip open their pregnant women.” 13 And Hazael said, “What is your 
servant, who is but a dog, that he should do this great thing?” Elisha answered, “The LORD has 
shown me that you are to be king over Syria.” 14 Then he departed from Elisha and came to his 
master, who said to him, “What did Elisha say to you?” And he answered, “He told me that you would 
certainly recover.” 15 But the next day he took the bed cloth[fn] and dipped it in water and spread it over 
his face, till he died. And Hazael became king in his place. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(8:10) Some manuscripts say, ‘You shall certainly not recover,’ for 
(8:15) The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 

 
Allowing Evil — We often hear people today question God when some tragedy happens in our 
world: “Why would a loving God allow such evil?”  Elisha may have been wondering the same thing 
when he visited Damascus.  Twice in this passage, he said “The LORD has shown me…” (vv. 10, 
13).  God knows the future but sometimes He doesn’t alter its evil direction.  God first showed Elisha 
that Ben-hadad would die (v. 10), apparently affirming that, though his sickness was not fatal, he 
would die through treachery.  Although seeing the resulting disaster in Israel made Elisha weep (v. 
12), God did not prevent it.  The second revelation to Elisha was that Hazael would be Syria’s new 
king (v. 13).  Why would God allow a murderer to be the next king?  Reasons are not given.  Was it 
God’s plan or was He just allowing sin to run its natural course?  We face those same questions 
today as we see evil directions being taken by evil leaders in various parts of the world, perhaps even 
in our own country.  Psalm 103:19 says, “The LORD has established his throne in the heavens and 
his kingdom rules over all.”  Ruling may sometimes exclude controlling.  Although we know that God 
is perfect in His being and His ways, we are not allowed to see the whole picture of what He is doing, 
or why.  He allows people to make their own choices regarding good and evil and He can use even 
their evil choices to bring about His good purposes.  Even though we often don’t understand His 
ways, we can always trust His goodness and wisdom. 
 
Meditation: There are a lot of questions that may be raised about this passage.  One is, why did 
Elisha go to the Syrian capital, Damascus, which was over 100 miles (161 km) north of his own 
capital city of Samaria?  We are not told.  Also here, we are told that Elisha announced to Hazael that 
he would be the next king of Syria.  Earlier, however, God had told Elijah to go to Damascus to 
“anoint Hazael to be king over Syria” (1 Kings 19:15).  Did Elijah fail to do that?  Another question 
involves trying to identify the “he” and “him” pronouns in this statement: “And he fixed his gaze and 
stared at him, until he was embarrassed.” (2 Kings 8:11).  Most Bible commentators believe that it 
was Elisha who was staring at Hazael.  It is okay to have questions about what you read in the Bible.  



Some answers can be found, various possible interpretations of others may help, and some 
questions will have to wait for heaven to be answered.  A helpful website that I sometimes use is at 
www.biblehub.com.  There, you can enter the reference for any verse in the Bible and then click on 
“Comment” to get the views of some of the older commentaries.  Try it for verse 11. 
**************************** 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.biblehub.com/


September 23 Th Reading 190 — 2 Kings 8:16–22; 2 Chron. 21:2-10 — Reign of Jehoram/Joram in 
Judah 

 
 

 

2 Kings 8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 In the fifth year of Joram the son of 
Ahab, king of Israel, when Jehoshaphat 
was king of Judah,[fn] Jehoram the son of 
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, began to 
reign.  
17 He was thirty-two years old when he 
became king, and he reigned eight years 
in Jerusalem. 18 And he walked in the way 
of the kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab 
had done, for the daughter of Ahab was 
his wife. And he did what was evil in the 
sight of the LORD. 19 Yet the LORD was 
not willing to destroy Judah, for the sake of 
David his servant, since he promised to 
give a lamp to him and to his sons forever. 
 
20 In his days Edom revolted from the rule 
of Judah and set up a king of their own. 
21 Then Joram[fn] passed over to Zair with 
all his chariots and rose by night, and he 
and his chariot commanders struck the 
Edomites who had surrounded him, but his 
army fled home. 22 So Edom revolted from 
the rule of Judah to this day. Then Libnah 
revolted at the same time.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(8:16) Septuagint, Syriac lack when Jehoshaphat 
was king of Judah 
(8:21) Joram is an alternate spelling of Jehoram 
(the son of Jehoshaphat) as in verse 16; also 
verses 23, 24 

2 Chronicles 21 
(1 Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David, and 
Jehoram his son reigned in his place.)  
2 He had brothers, the sons of Jehoshaphat: 
Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, Azariah, Michael, 
and Shephatiah; all these were the sons of 
Jehoshaphat king of Israel.[fn] 3 Their father gave 
them great gifts of silver, gold, and valuable 
possessions, together with fortified cities in 
Judah, but he gave the kingdom to Jehoram, 
because he was the firstborn. 4 When Jehoram 
had ascended the throne of his father and was 
established, he killed all his brothers with the 
sword, and also some of the princes of Israel.  
 
 
 
 
 
5 Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he 
became king, and he reigned eight years in 
Jerusalem. 6 And he walked in the way of the 
kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab had done, 
for the daughter of Ahab was his wife. And he 
did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. 7 Yet 
the LORD was not willing to destroy the house 
of David, because of the covenant that he had 
made with David, and since he had promised to 
give a lamp to him and to his sons forever. 
 
8 In his days Edom revolted from the rule of 
Judah and set up a king of their own. 9 Then 
Jehoram passed over with his commanders and 
all his chariots, and he rose by night and struck 
the Edomites who had surrounded him and his 
chariot commanders. 10 So Edom revolted from 
the rule of Judah to this day. At that time Libnah 
also revolted from his rule,  
 
because he had forsaken the LORD, the God of 
his fathers. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(21:2) That is, Judah 



Long-term Consequences — Our readings have concentrated for so long on events in the northern 
kingdom that we actually jump back in time in our current reading in order to pick up the story of one 
king of Judah.  Part of the long-term consequences of the unwise alliance that Judah’s King 
Jehoshaphat made with Israel’s King Ahab are revealed in our reading for today.  Jehoshaphat had 
allowed his oldest son, Jehoram, to marry Athaliah, the daughter of Israel’s wicked team of Ahab and 
Jezebel (2 Chron. 18:1).  The text makes it clear that Athaliah was the one who led Jehoram astray: 
“And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel … for the daughter of Ahab was his wife” (2 Kings 
8:18).  He began his reign by killing all his brothers (2 Chron. 21:4) so they would not be potential 
threats to his throne.  As we will see, the consequences of his evil acts get worse.  Because of his 
sins, God began to punish Judah by causing surrounding nations to rebel against Judah by not 
paying taxes.  This is the sort of thing that God had promised to do to descendants of David who 
would forsake Yahweh: “When [the king] commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men” (2 
Sam. 7:14).  The nation of Edom rebelled and chased away Judah’s army.  Even the Judean city of 
Libnah rebelled against Jehoram, “because he had forsaken the LORD, the God of his fathers” (2 
Chron. 21:10).  We sometimes hear the argument today that sinning is okay as long as it doesn’t hurt 
anyone else.  But it does hurt others, sometimes for generations.  Our lives should be characterized 
by obedience and godliness, not only because it pleases God and is good for us, but also because it 
sets patterns for our children and grandchildren. 
 
Meditation: This is the time in biblical history when Judah became the most like the breakaway tribes 
of Israel.  Interestingly and appropriately, it is also the only time that both nations have a king with the 
same name.  Joram is a short form of the name Jehoram, and trying to keep these kings straight in 
our readings can be a challenge.  Both are named in v. 16, and to complicate things, the king of 
Judah is called Jehoram in v. 16 and Joram in v. 21.  So, in your reading, make sure you know which 
king is being referred to. 
**************************** 
 
  



September 24 F Reading 191 — 2 Kings 8:23–24a; 2 Chron. 21:11–20 — Elijah predicts Jehoram's 
punishing death 

 
No One’s Regret — How would you like to be remembered after you are gone?  What memories in 
the hearts of others will you leave behind?  It sounds like Jehoram (Joram) didn’t even get a 
tombstone!  They refused to bury him with previous kings, gave him no honoring ceremony, and “he 
departed with no one’s regret” (2 Chron. 21:20).  What a sad ending!  Even though he had led the 
people astray (v. 11), the same people refused to honor him.  He also departed with God’s judgment, 
having his family stripped away from him by invading armies and exiting this life with a long, painful 
death.  We are writing our own epitaphs by how we live today.  If we live godly lives, our children will 
honor our memory when we pass away. 
 
Meditation: There are several other things that might be noted about this passage.  First, we have 
stepped back in time, reading about a letter from Elijah who had already been taken away by God 
and succeeded by Elisha.  We could think of it as a flashback.  Secondly, although Jehoahaz is 

2 Kings 8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and was 
buried with his 
fathers in the 
city of David… 

2 Chronicles 21 
11 Moreover, he made high places in the hill country of Judah and led the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem into whoredom and made Judah go astray. 12 And a 
letter came to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, “Thus says the LORD, the 
God of David your father, ‘Because you have not walked in the ways of 
Jehoshaphat your father, or in the ways of Asa king of Judah,13 but have 
walked in the way of the kings of Israel and have enticed Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem into whoredom, as the house of Ahab led Israel into 
whoredom, and also you have killed your brothers, of your father’s house, who 
were better than you, 14 behold, the LORD will bring a great plague on your 
people, your children, your wives, and all your possessions, 15 and you yourself 
will have a severe sickness with a disease of your bowels, until your bowels 
come out because of the disease, day by day.’” 
 
16 And the LORD stirred up against Jehoram the anger[fn] of the Philistines and 
of the Arabians who are near the Ethiopians. 17 And they came up against 
Judah and invaded it and carried away all the possessions they found that 
belonged to the king’s house, and also his sons and his wives, so that no son 
was left to him except Jehoahaz, his youngest son. 
 
18 And after all this the LORD struck him in his bowels with an incurable 
disease. 19 In the course of time, at the end of two years, his bowels came out 
because of the disease, and he died in great agony. His people made no fire in 
his honor, like the fires made for his fathers. 20 He was thirty-two years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. And he 
departed with no one’s regret.  
 
 
 
 
 
They buried him in the city of David, but not in the tombs of the kings. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(21:16) Hebrew spirit 

23 Now the rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he did, 
are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Judah? 24a So Joram slept with his fathers  



mentioned as Jehoram’s only surviving son (v. 17), we will soon read that Jehoram’s son, Ahaziah, 
reigned after his death.  The puzzle is solved when it is realized that Jehoahaz and Ahaziah are two 
names for the same person.  Notice that both names contain “ahaz,” one tagging “Jeho-” as a prefix 
and the other putting “-iah” as a suffix, both referring to the divine name, Yahweh or Jehovah.  
Appropriately, his name means “Jehovah has taken.”  Our text also fails to mention another exception 
to the statement that all his wives were taken (v. 17).  Somehow, his wicked wife, Athaliah, managed 
to escape and she will have a significant role in the history that follows. 
**************************** 
 
September 25 Sa (Optional) — Genesis 16:1-12 — Man’s Plans 
 
We have read about the negative consequences following Jehoshaphat’s alliance with wicked Ahab 
that included the marriage of his son, Jehoram, to Athaliah.  Today, we also read of an earlier human-
devised solution to a relationship problem that resulted in long-term trouble. 
 
1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant whose 
name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, "Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing 
children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children[fn] by her." And Abram listened to 
the voice of Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, 
took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And he went in 
to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt 
on her mistress.[fn] 5 And Sarai said to Abram, "May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my 
servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with 
contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!" 6 But Abram said to Sarai, "Behold, your 
servant is in your power; do to her as you please." Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled 
from her.  
 
7 The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to 
Shur. 8 And he said, "Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?" 
She said, "I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai." 9 The angel of the LORD said to her, "Return to your 
mistress and submit to her." 10 The angel of the LORD also said to her, "I will surely multiply your 
offspring so that they cannot be numbered for multitude." 11 And the angel of the LORD said to her, 
 
    "Behold, you are pregnant  

and shall bear a son.  
    You shall call his name Ishmael,[fn]  

because the LORD has listened to your affliction.  
12   He shall be a wild donkey of a man,  

his hand against everyone  
and everyone's hand against him,  

    and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen."  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(16:2) Hebrew be built up, which sounds like the Hebrew for children 
(16:4) Hebrew her mistress was dishonorable in her eyes; similarly in verse 5 
(16:11) Ishmael means God hears 

 

• How did Sarai’s solution negatively affect her relationship with Abram? 

• Why did Sarai blame Abram for Hagar’s bad attitude?  Was it deserved? 

• What did the angel say to suggest that Hagar should change her attitude? 

• What were the positive and negative consequences that resulted from Hagar’s pregnancy? 
 


