
KHW37—September 5-11 
 
September 5 Su (Optional) — Acts 3:11-26 — Bold Proclamation 
 
Earlier, we contrasted the secretness of the preannounced translation of Elijah into heaven with 
Peter’s boldly proclaimed promised return of Jesus and the call for repentance.  We will read today 
about the second recorded sermon of Peter, this one following the miraculous healing of the man at 
the temple gate who had been crippled from birth.  Note the boldness of Peter as he gives this 
impromptu sermon in the temple. 
 
11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the 
portico called Solomon's. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: "Men of Israel, why do 
you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made 
him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
glorified his servant [fn] Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he 
had decided to release him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer 
to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we 
are witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and 
know, and the faith that is through Jesus[fn] has given the man this perfect health in the presence of 
you all.  
 
17 "And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what God 
foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent 
therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from 
the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven 
must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy 
prophets long ago. 22 Moses said, 'The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your 
brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who does 
not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.' 24 And all the prophets who have 
spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. 25 You are the sons 
of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, 'And in your 
offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.' 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him 
to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness." 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(3:13) Or child; also verse 26 
(3:16) Greek him 

 

• In what way did Peter turn attention away from himself toward Jesus? 

• What bold accusations did Peter make regarding the sins of his audience? 

• What is the one command that was given as a challenge to that crowd of people? 

• What benefits did Peter say would come as a result of their obedience? 
**************************** 
 
September 6 M Reading 177 — 2 Kings 2:12b–25 — Elisha's first three miracles  
 
12b Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13 And he took up the cloak of 
Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he took 
the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God 
of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 
and Elisha went over. 
 



15 Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, they said, “The 
spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him and bowed to the ground before 
him. 16 And they said to him, “Behold now, there are with your servants fifty strong men. Please let 
them go and seek your master. It may be that the Spirit of the LORD has caught him up and cast him 
upon some mountain or into some valley.” And he said, “You shall not send.” 17 But when they urged 
him till he was ashamed, he said, “Send.” They sent therefore fifty men. And for three days they 
sought him but did not find him. 18 And they came back to him while he was staying at Jericho, and he 
said to them, “Did I not say to you, ‘Do not go’?” 
 
19 Now the men of the city said to Elisha, “Behold, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord 
sees, but the water is bad, and the land is unfruitful.” 20 He said, “Bring me a new bowl, and put salt in 
it.” So they brought it to him. 21 Then he went to the spring of water and threw salt in it and said, “Thus 
says the LORD, I have healed this water; from now on neither death nor miscarriage shall come from 
it.” 22 So the water has been healed to this day, according to the word that Elisha spoke. 
 
23 He went up from there to Bethel, and while he was going up on the way, some small boys came out 
of the city and jeered at him, saying, “Go up, you baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!” 24 And he turned 
around, and when he saw them, he cursed them in the name of the LORD. And two she-bears came 
out of the woods and tore forty-two of the boys. 25 From there he went on to Mount Carmel, and from 
there he returned to Samaria. 
 
Where is the LORD? — Elijah had promised Elisha that if he saw him being taken away by God, he 
would be granted his request to have a double portion of God’s Spirit (2 Kings 2:9-10).  Before they 
crossed the Jordan River together, Elijah had struck the water with his cloak to part the river (2:8).  
Now, Elisha does the same thing, which verifies that God’s miraculous Spirit had been transferred to 
him.  It was somewhat of a test; when he struck the water, he said, “Where is the LORD…?” (v. 14).  
He was asking for divine proof.  Don’t you think that he probably felt a bit tentative about doing that?  
Can you identify with his situation?  Many times, we face a similar challenge when we pray.  Will God 
show up?  Will He answer my prayer?  “Where is the LORD…?”  Please notice that there was action 
involved in his faith; he struck the water with the cloak.  Fifty prophets were watching from the other 
side of the Jordan River.  Do we sometimes hesitate to ask God for a miracle when praying in the 
presence of others?  Do they make us timid about being bold in our faith?  I think that most of us fall 
more on the side of asking, “Where is the LORD…?” than in boldly “striking the water.”  We can 
develop more of a water-striking faith, growing in our trust in the power and willingness of God to 
answer prayer and growing in experience as we see answers to our prayers of faith. 
**************************** 
 
 

 
September 7 Tu Reading 178 — 2 Kings 3:1–27 — Judah joins Israel and Edom to fight Moab  
 
1 In the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Ahab became king over 
Israel in Samaria, and he reigned twelve years. 2 He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, 



though not like his father and mother, for he put away the pillar of Baal that his father had 
made. 3 Nevertheless, he clung to the sin of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin; 
he did not depart from it. 
 
4 Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep breeder, and he had to deliver to the king of Israel 100,000 
lambs and the wool of 100,000 rams. 5 But when Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against the 
king of Israel. 6 So King Jehoram marched out of Samaria at that time and mustered all Israel. 7 And 
he went and sent word to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, “The king of Moab has rebelled against me. 
Will you go with me to battle against Moab?” And he said, “I will go. I am as you are, my people as 
your people, my horses as your horses.” 8 Then he said, “By which way shall we march?” Jehoram 
answered, “By the way of the wilderness of Edom.” 
 
9 So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king of Edom. And when they had made a 
circuitous march of seven days, there was no water for the army or for the animals that followed 
them. 10 Then the king of Israel said, “Alas! The LORD has called these three kings to give them into 
the hand of Moab.” 11 And Jehoshaphat said, “Is there no prophet of the LORD here, through whom 
we may inquire of the LORD?” Then one of the king of Israel’s servants answered, “Elisha the son of 
Shaphat is here, who poured water on the hands of Elijah.” 12 And Jehoshaphat said, “The word of the 
LORD is with him.” So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him. 
 
13 And Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What have I to do with you? Go to the prophets of your father 
and to the prophets of your mother.” But the king of Israel said to him, “No; it is the LORD who has 
called these three kings to give them into the hand of Moab.” 14 And Elisha said, “As the LORD of 
hosts lives, before whom I stand, were it not that I have regard for Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I 
would neither look at you nor see you. 15 But now bring me a musician.” And when the musician 
played, the hand of the LORD came upon him. 16 And he said, “Thus says the LORD, ‘I will make this 
dry streambed full of pools.’ 17 For thus says the LORD, ‘You shall not see wind or rain, but that 
streambed shall be filled with water, so that you shall drink, you, your livestock, and your 
animals.’ 18 This is a light thing in the sight of the LORD. He will also give the Moabites into your 
hand, 19 and you shall attack every fortified city and every choice city, and shall fell every good tree 
and stop up all springs of water and ruin every good piece of land with stones.” 20 The next morning, 
about the time of offering the sacrifice, behold, water came from the direction of Edom, till the country 
was filled with water. 
 
21 When all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight against them, all who were able to 
put on armor, from the youngest to the oldest, were called out and were drawn up at the border. 
22 And when they rose early in the morning and the sun shone on the water, the Moabites saw the 
water opposite them as red as blood. 23 And they said, “This is blood; the kings have surely fought 
together and struck one another down. Now then, Moab, to the spoil!” 24 But when they came to the 
camp of Israel, the Israelites rose and struck the Moabites, till they fled before them. And they went 
forward, striking the Moabites as they went.[fn] 25 And they overthrew the cities, and on every good 
piece of land every man threw a stone until it was covered. They stopped every spring of water and 
felled all the good trees, till only its stones were left in Kir-hareseth, and the slingers surrounded and 
attacked it. 26 When the king of Moab saw that the battle was going against him, he took with him 700 
swordsmen to break through, opposite the king of Edom, but they could not. 27 Then he took his 
oldest son who was to reign in his place and offered him for a burnt offering on the wall. And there 
came great wrath against Israel. And they withdrew from him and returned to their own land. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(3:24) Septuagint; the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 

 



Will You Go? — Before going to war against Syria at Ramoth-gilead, wicked King Ahab had also 
asked Jehoshaphat this same question: “Will you go?” (1 Kings 22:4; cf. 2 Kings 3:7).  Jehoshaphat 
agreed and it turned into a disaster, with Ahab being killed and Jehoshaphat fleeing for his life.  When 
he returned home, he was rebuked by the prophet, Jehu, for joining with wicked Israel (1 Chron. 
19:2).  In our reading for today, Jehoshaphat makes the same mistake with Ahab’s son, Jehoram 
(sometimes called Joram), joining with Israel and Edom to fight against Moab, east of the Dead Sea.  
It wasn’t until they walked around the southern end of the Dead Sea and ran out of water that 
Jehoshaphat remembered Yahweh and asked, “Is there no prophet of the LORD here…?” (2 Kings 
3:11).  The plan offered earlier by Jehoram sounded good to Jehoshaphat, so he went along with it 
and it worked until they ran into the problem of having no water.  Doesn’t that sound like us 
sometimes?  We go along in our own strength, following our own guidance until we run into a problem 
we cannot solve, then we turn to God.  Thankfully, someone thought of Elisha and God provided both 
the water and temporary victory over Moab.  We need to learn to stop at the “Will you go?” question 
and ask, “What does God want?”  “Seek first the kingdom of God…” (Matt. 6:33). 
 
Meditation: What is meant by the statement, “And there came great wrath against Israel” (v. 27) after 
King Mesha offered his son as a sacrifice on the wall of Moab’s remaining fortified city?  It doesn’t 
seem to be the wrath of God for two reasons: 1) there is no stated wrong that Israel had done to 
deserve it, and 2) it would wrongly appear that God responded positively to this human sacrifice, 
which He abhorred.  If not God, then perhaps the wrath could have referred to the Moabite army 
against Israel.  But what would they have been angry about?  If their anger were toward anyone, they 
should have been angry toward their own king for killing a successor.  Since the word “against” is not 
actually in the Hebrew text, it could be that the wrath was that of the Israelites, turning away in anger 
and disgust at seeing this human sacrifice.  Both the new (2020) NASB version and the Christian 
Standard Bible seem to take this approach and translate it, “And great anger came upon Israel, and 
they withdrew from him…” (NASB 2020).  By the way, the Moabite Stone in Paris’ Louvre Museum 
gives Mesha’s version of this battle, emphasizing Israel’s retreat. 
**************************** 
 
September 8 W Reading 179 — 2 Kings 4:1–7 — The oil of the prophet's widow  
 
1 Now the wife of one of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha, “Your servant my husband is dead, 
and you know that your servant feared the LORD, but the creditor has come to take my two children 
to be his slaves.” 2 And Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me; what have you in the 
house?” And she said, “Your servant has nothing in the house except a jar of oil.” 3 Then he said, “Go 
outside, borrow vessels from all your neighbors, empty vessels and not too few. 4 Then go in and shut 
the door behind yourself and your sons and pour into all these vessels. And when one is full, set it 
aside.” 5 So she went from him and shut the door behind herself and her sons. And as she poured 
they brought the vessels to her. 6 When the vessels were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another 
vessel.” And he said to her, “There is not another.” Then the oil stopped flowing. 7 She came and told 
the man of God, and he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debts, and you and your sons can live on 
the rest.” 
 
Caring for Others — This story shows the position Elijah and Elisha had as leaders of these prophet 
communities.  These men were godly men who “feared the LORD” (v. 1) but the one who died was 
also living in debt.  Today, we have life insurance available for family income protection in case of 
early death.  (We also have credit cards, which have encouraged many people to live beyond their 
means.)  The widow did well to come to her godly leader for help.  Elisha began by finding out what 
assets she did have: “Tell me; what have you in the house?” (v. 2).  Then God took over by 
multiplying her resources.  Elisha told her to borrow empty vessels from her neighbors but he didn’t 
tell her what she was to do with all the oil until the end.  After the oil stopped flowing, he told her to 
“sell the oil … pay your debts … live on the rest” (v. 7).  I wonder if she thought later that she should 



have asked more neighbors?!  We might not have the miraculous powers given to Elisha but we do 
have opportunities to help care for the needs of others.  Do you know a widow in need?  Perhaps her 
husband was a spender or had piled up debts or provided only minimal life insurance.  How can you 
help her?  Think about it and pray about it; God may give you some oil-pouring ideas. 
**************************** 
 
September 9 Th Reading 180 — 2 Kings 4:8–37 — The Shunammite woman's son  
 
8 One day Elisha went on to Shunem, where a wealthy woman lived, who urged him to eat some food. 
So whenever he passed that way, he would turn in there to eat food. 9 And she said to her husband, 
“Behold now, I know that this is a holy man of God who is continually passing our way. 10 Let us make 
a small room on the roof with walls and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, so that 
whenever he comes to us, he can go in there.” 
 
11 One day he came there, and he turned into the chamber and rested there. 12 And he said to Gehazi 
his servant, “Call this Shunammite.” When he had called her, she stood before him. 13 And he said to 
him, “Say now to her, ‘See, you have taken all this trouble for us; what is to be done for you? Would 
you have a word spoken on your behalf to the king or to the commander of the army?’” She 
answered, “I dwell among my own people.” 14 And he said, “What then is to be done for her?” Gehazi 
answered, “Well, she has no son, and her husband is old.” 15 He said, “Call her.” And when he had 
called her, she stood in the doorway. 16 And he said, “At this season, about this time next year, you 
shall embrace a son.” And she said, “No, my lord, O man of God; do not lie to your servant.” 17 But the 
woman conceived, and she bore a son about that time the following spring, as Elisha had said to her. 
 
18 When the child had grown, he went out one day to his father among the reapers. 19 And he said to 
his father, “Oh, my head, my head!” The father said to his servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20 And 
when he had lifted him and brought him to his mother, the child sat on her lap till noon, and then he 
died. 21 And she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God and shut the door behind him and 
went out. 22 Then she called to her husband and said, “Send me one of the servants and one of the 
donkeys, that I may quickly go to the man of God and come back again.” 23 And he said, “Why will 
you go to him today? It is neither new moon nor Sabbath.” She said, “All is well.” 24 Then she saddled 
the donkey, and she said to her servant, “Urge the animal on; do not slacken the pace for me unless I 
tell you.” 25 So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. 
 
When the man of God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi his servant, “Look, there is the 
Shunammite. 26 Run at once to meet her and say to her, ‘Is all well with you? Is all well with your 
husband? Is all well with the child?’” And she answered, “All is well.” 27 And when she came to the 
mountain to the man of God, she caught hold of his feet. And Gehazi came to push her away. But the 
man of God said, “Leave her alone, for she is in bitter distress, and the LORD has hidden it from me 
and has not told me.” 28 Then she said, “Did I ask my lord for a son? Did I not say, ‘Do not deceive 
me?’” 29 He said to Gehazi, “Tie up your garment and take my staff in your hand and go. If you meet 
anyone, do not greet him, and if anyone greets you, do not reply. And lay my staff on the face of the 
child.” 30 Then the mother of the child said, “As the LORD lives and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So he arose and followed her. 31 Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the face of 
the child, but there was no sound or sign of life. Therefore he returned to meet him and told him, “The 
child has not awakened.” 
 
32 When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed. 33 So he went in and shut 
the door behind the two of them and prayed to the LORD. 34 Then he went up and lay on the child, 
putting his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his hands. And as he 
stretched himself upon him, the flesh of the child became warm. 35 Then he got up again and walked 
once back and forth in the house, and went up and stretched himself upon him. The child sneezed 



seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 36 Then he summoned Gehazi and said, “Call this 
Shunammite.” So he called her. And when she came to him, he said, “Pick up your son.” 37 She came 
and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground. Then she picked up her son and went out. 
 

Characteristics to Copy — I was struck by the many positive characteristics of the unnamed woman 
in this story.  First, she was generous and hospitable, using her means to minister to Elisha by 
building a special room at her house for his visits.  She was also contented.  Yes, she was wealthy 
but she was satisfied to live where she was with her relatives (“my own people”—v. 13), without the 
help of a king or army commander, and even without having a child.  She also had faith.  When her 
son died, it is significant that she didn’t put him in his own bed but lay him on Elisha’s rooftop bed 
before running to him for help.  She knew that she needed a divine solution to her problem and that it 
would come through the man of God.  She also had a focused tenacity, not letting her husband or 
Gehazi distract from her mission.  Her repeated statement that “All is well” (vv. 23, 26) was not 
intended to deceive as much as to simply avoid getting sidetracked, even by giving an 
explanation.  Her focus also showed urgency when she wanted to “quickly go” (v. 22) and 

commanded her servant to “urge the animal on” (v. 24) for the 20-mile (30-km) sprint to Mt. Carmel.  
Even after Elisha sent his staff with Gehazi to the boy, she declared persistently, “I will not leave you” 
(v. 30).  She also displayed humility as she “caught hold of his feet” (v. 27) in desperation when she 
came to Elisha and later “fell at his feet” (v. 37) in gratitude, after her son was restored to life.  These 
are characteristics for us to copy: generosity, contentment, faith, tenacity, and humility.  Which one do 
you feel is somewhat lacking in your Christian walk?  Ask God to teach and develop it in your life as 
you seek to grow up in Christ! 
**************************** 
 
September 10 F Reading 181 — 2 Kings 4:38–44 — Miracles for the prophets  
 
38 And Elisha came again to Gilgal when there was a famine in the land. And as the sons of the 
prophets were sitting before him, he said to his servant, “Set on the large pot, and boil stew for the 
sons of the prophets.” 39 One of them went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine 
and gathered from it his lap full of wild gourds, and came and cut them up into the pot of stew, not 
knowing what they were. 40 And they poured out some for the men to eat. But while they were eating 
of the stew, they cried out, “O man of God, there is death in the pot!” And they could not eat it. 41 He 
said, “Then bring flour.” And he threw it into the pot and said, “Pour some out for the men, that they 
may eat.” And there was no harm in the pot. 
 
42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of 
barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. And Elisha said, “Give to the men, that they may eat.” 43 But 
his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred men?” So he repeated, “Give them to the men, 
that they may eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’” 44 So he set it before 
them. And they ate and had some left, according to the word of the LORD. 
 
God Provides — Two more miracles through Elisha are presented in this reading, both happening in 
a time of famine with limited food.  In both cases, God provided what was needed for the community 
of prophets to eat.  First, God provided in spite of ignorance.  The impromptu cook gathered “wild 
gourds” from “a wild vine” (v. 39) that apparently turned out to be poisonous.  He was both ignorant 
and careless to put them in the stew, “not knowing what they were.”  When the danger was 
dramatically discovered, Elisha had them add a symbolic cup of flour to produce God’s cleansing 
miracle so that “there was no harm in the pot” (v. 41).  This was very similar to his earlier act of 
pouring a bowl of salt into the spring of “bad water” to make it drinkable (2:19-22).  The second 
miracle here showed that God provides through generosity.  A man brought Elisha a tithe of his 
produce—10 loaves of bread and some ears of corn.  It was plenty for Elisha and Gehazi but woefully 
short of providing for the group of 100 prophets.  But God spoke to Elisha, saying, “They shall eat and 



have some left” (v. 43).  The giver was generous but God multiplied his gift to make it abundant.  God 
is able to provide for us, too.  Even when we stumble through ignorance that causes problems, God 
often makes up for our blunders by supplying for our needs in a different way.  God also supplies for 
us through the giving from others.  Just this week, I had a friend stuff money in my pocket when I had 
to stop for gas on our way to a group meeting at a restaurant.  Then, on top of that, he paid for my 
dinner!  It was a surprise and it was generous.  God used him to provide for me.  Whom might you 
bless today financially? 
**************************** 
 
September 11 Sa (Optional) — Acts 9:32-43 — Peter raises Dorcas 
 
The raising of the Shunammite’s son reminded me of the story of Tabitha (Dorcas), who was raised 
from the dead.  Note several similarities in the two stories as you read today. 
 
32 Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at 
Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. 34 And 
Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately he 
rose. 35 And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. 
 
36 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas.[fn] She was full 
of good works and acts of charity. 37 In those days she became ill and died, and when they had 
washed her, they laid her in an upper room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing 
that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter 
rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood 
beside him weeping and showing tunics[fn] and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with 
them. 40 But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, 
“Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. 41 And he gave her 
his hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. 42 And it 
became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 And he stayed in Joppa for 
many days with one Simon, a tanner. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(9:36) The Aramaic name Tabitha and the Greek name Dorcas both mean gazelle 
(9:39) Greek chiton, a long garment worn under the cloak next to the skin 

 
The healing of Aeneas took place in Lydda (modern Lod), which is 23 miles (37 km) NW of 
Jerusalem.  The news of Peter’s presence in Lydda traveled an additional 11 miles (18 km) NW to 
Joppa, perhaps both because of the miracle and that many had “turned to the Lord” (v. 35).  When 
Dorcas died, the believers in Joppa immediately thought of Peter and hurried to ask for his help.  The 
fact that they washed her body and placed her in an upper room showed an act of faith.  Normally, in 
those days, a deceased person was buried the same day and it is doubtful that the 22-mile round trip 
was accomplished on the same day.  Why did the widows stop Peter in order to show him the 
garments that Dorcas had made?  Were they just proud of what she had done or were they 
emphasizing that her value was deserving of being restored to life?  In any case, “Peter put them all 
outside” (v. 40) so he could pray privately.  How good are we at being able to “put outside” distracting 
things that hinder us from praying or serving God in some way?  Even some good things.  It is no 
wonder that Jesus instructed us, “But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to 
your Father who is in secret.  And your Father who sees in secret will reward you” (Matt. 6:6). 
 


