
KGW40 to Oct. 8 
 
October 2 Su Reading 275 — Ezekiel 34:11-24 — The Seeking, Judging Shepherd 
 
11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them 
out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so 
will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a 
day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from 
the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, 
by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and 
on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing 
land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of 
my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I 
will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat 
and the strong I will destroy.[fn] I will feed them in justice. 
 
17 “As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, between 
rams and male goats. 18 Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread 
down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest 
of the water with your feet? 19 And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and 
drink what you have muddied with your feet? 
 
20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep 
and the lean sheep. 21 Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your 
horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22 I will rescue[fn] my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. 
And I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23 And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant 
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the LORD, will be 
their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(34:16) Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate I will watch over 
(34:22) Or save 

 
Love and Justice — We have seen these characteristics of God before; He is both a God of love 
and a God of justice.  In love, He seeks to bring people to Himself.  He wanted to restore Judah after 
they spent 70 years being disciplined in Babylon.  He said He would “bring them into their own land” 
(v. 13) and “I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep” (v. 15).  But not all those sheep would be 
good, so God would act in judgment against those who “muddy the water” for others (v. 19).  God 
then looked forward to the time of the Messiah, when “I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant 
David shall be prince among them” (v. 24).  Jesus would be God’s Shepherd of Love, gathering those 
who would believe Him to be the Messiah.  After His death and resurrection, the Church would bring 
the Shepherd’s message of love to the whole world.  Some are coming to Him, while most are 
continuing to go their selfish ways, and will experience the Shepherd’s justice. 
 

Shepherd of Love - YouTube 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shepherd of Love, You knew I had lost my way; 
Shepherd of Love, You cared that I'd gone astray. 
You sought and found me, placed around me 
Strong arms that carried me home; 
No foe can harm me or alarm me, never again will I roam! 
 

— John W. Peterson (1966) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQKRBL_ksLY


October 3 M Reading 276 — Ezekiel 36:16-32 — My Holy Name 
 
16 The word of the LORD came to me: 17 “Son of man, when the house of Israel lived in their own 
land, they defiled it by their ways and their deeds. Their ways before me were like the uncleanness of 
a woman in her menstrual impurity. 18 So I poured out my wrath upon them for the blood that they had 
shed in the land, for the idols with which they had defiled it. 19 I scattered them among the nations, 
and they were dispersed through the countries. In accordance with their ways and their deeds I 
judged them. 20 But when they came to the nations, wherever they came, they profaned my holy 
name, in that people said of them, ‘These are the people of the LORD, and yet they had to go out of 
his land.’ 21 But I had concern for my holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the 
nations to which they came. 
 
22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of 
Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the 
nations to which you came. 23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been 
profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know 
that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their 
eyes. 24 I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your 
own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, 
and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I 
will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.[fn] 
28 You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your 
God. 29 And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it 
abundant and lay no famine upon you. 30 I will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field 
abundant, that you may never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. 31 Then you will 
remember your evil ways, and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your 
iniquities and your abominations. 32 It is not for your sake that I will act, declares the Lord GOD; let 
that be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of Israel. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(36:27) Or my just decrees 

 
Not For Your Sake — This important section of Ezekiel emphasizes the priority of God’s holiness 
over His love and mercy.  Yes, God would restore His people to their own land in love and mercy, but 
twice He said, “it is not for your sake” (vv. 22, 32), forming bookends for the paragraph.  God’s 
reputation was the main thing at stake.  He had dragged His people out of the Promised Land, which 
He had powerfully given to them over 800 years earlier, and then punished them in Babylon for 70 
years.  People were talking (v. 20) and it made God look bad.  He seemed powerless to protect and 
care for His people.  So, God said, “I will vindicate the holiness of my great name” (v. 23a) by bringing 
them back to Israel.  That act would restore the respect of the surrounding nations (“And the nations 
will know that I am the LORD” — v. 23b).  The goodness God showed to His people had an 
evangelistic purpose: that others might know that He is real and powerful.  That is also our message 
to the world around us: God is real and powerful.  We need to help restore His reputation in their 
minds.  It is for His sake. 
 
 

Not To Us, O Lord - YouTube 
 
 
************************** 
 

Not to us, O Lord; 
Not to us, O Lord, 
But to Thy name give glory; 
To Thy name give praise. 
 

— Michael W. Smith (b. 1957) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HiFXX6_RfE


October 4 Tu Reading 277 — Ezekiel 37:1-14 — Then You Shall Know 
 
1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me 
down in the middle of the valley;[fn] it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and 
behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he 
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he 
said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath[fn] to enter you, and you 
shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a 
rattling, [fn] and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath 
in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they 
may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived 
and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
 
11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say 
to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O 
my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the 
LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(37:1) Or plain; also verse 2 
(37:5) Or spirit; also verses 6, 9, 10 
(37:7) Or an earthquake (compare 3:12, 13) 

 
Hopeless Odds — This famous vision is filled with information about God.  One of the things it 
shows is that nothing is impossible with God.  Standing in the midst of this valley full of very dry 
bones, God asked Ezekiel, “can these bones live?” (v. 3).  Most of us would have exclaimed, “No 
way!”, but Ezekiel said, “O Lord GOD, you know.”  God is omniscient; He knows everything.  Then 
God gave Ezekiel a seemingly fruitless assignment: “Prophesy over these bones” (v. 4).  Really?!  
Talk to bones?!  Ezekiel probably felt like we do many times when we try to share the Lord with 
someone who seems hard and insensitive.  Whenever we have those feelings, we should think of 
Ezekiel’s task, and remember that it is not our words that change people’s minds and hearts—it is 
God’s power.  He is omnipotent.  Jesus gave us the Great Commission, and when we are obedient, 
He will use our willingness to do what might seem hopeless, performing miracles of His grace and 
power. 
 

Breathe On Me, Breath of God - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
    Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what Thou dost love, 
    And do what Thou wouldst do. 
 

— Edwin Hatch (1878) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ph-t8P2r_I


October 5 W Reading 278 — Joel 2:12-29 — Yahweh Has Done Great Things 
 
12   “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 

“return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

13       and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
Return to the LORD your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

and he relents over disaster. 
14   Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering 

for the LORD your God? 
  
15   Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

consecrate a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 

16       gather the people. 
Consecrate the congregation; 

assemble the elders; 
gather the children, 

even nursing infants. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

and the bride her chamber. 
  
17   Between the vestibule and the altar 

let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 
and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 

and make not your heritage a reproach, 
a byword among the nations.[fn] 

Why should they say among the peoples, 
‘Where is their God?’” 

  
18   Then the LORD became jealous for his land 

and had pity on his people. 
19   The LORD answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you 
grain, wine, and oil, 
and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 
a reproach among the nations. 

  
20   “I will remove the northerner far from you, 

and drive him into a parched and desolate land, 
his vanguard[fn] into the eastern sea, 

and his rear guard[fn] into the western sea; 
the stench and foul smell of him will rise, 

for he has done great things. 
  
21   “Fear not, O land; 

be glad and rejoice, 



for the LORD has done great things! 
22   Fear not, you beasts of the field, 

for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
the tree bears its fruit; 

the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
  
23   “Be glad, O children of Zion, 

and rejoice in the LORD your God, 
for he has given the early rain for your vindication; 

he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
the early and the latter rain, as before. 

  
24   “The threshing floors shall be full of grain; 

the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
25   I will restore[fn] to you the years 

that the swarming locust has eaten, 
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 

my great army, which I sent among you. 
  
26   “You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 

and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
who has dealt wondrously with you. 

And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
27   You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 

and that I am the LORD your God and there is none else. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

  
28 [fn]  “And it shall come to pass afterward, 

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see visions. 

29   Even on the male and female servants 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit. 

  
ESV Footnotes 
(2:17) Or reproach, that the nations should rule over them 
(2:20) Hebrew face 
(2:20) Hebrew his end 
(2:25) Or pay back 
(2:28) Ch 3:1 in Hebrew 

 
Return to Me — What a loving and forgiving God we serve!  When we fall into sin, our normal 
reaction is to avoid God in shame, but His instruction is, “return to me with all your heart” (v. 12).  We 
are to come with our shame and confess our sin wholeheartedly without making excuses.  Why?  
Because “he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love” (v. 13).  When 
we turn and He heals, we can then “be glad and rejoice, for the 
LORD has done great things!” (v. 21). 
 

Bless His Holy Name - YouTube 
 
 
************************** 

He has done great things; 
He has done great things; 
He has done great things; 
    Bless His holy name! 
 

— Andraé Crouch (1973) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_z2JOZ9h8MU


October 6 Th Reading 279 — Daniel 1:1-21 — God Prepares Leaders 
 
1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of 
the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, 
and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. 3 Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief 
eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family[fn] and of the nobility, 4 youths 
without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, 
understanding learning, and competent to stand in the king’s palace, and to teach them the literature 
and language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, 
and of the wine that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time 
they were to stand before the king. 6 Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of 
the tribe of Judah. 7 And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, 
Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego. 
 
8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king’s food, or with the wine that he 
drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself. 9 And God gave 
Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of the eunuchs, 10 and the chief of the eunuchs 
said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for why should he see 
that you were in worse condition than the youths who are of your own age? So you would endanger 
my head with the king.” 11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had 
assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12 “Test your servants for ten days; let us be 
given vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then let our appearance and the appearance of the 
youths who eat the king’s food be observed by you, and deal with your servants according to what 
you see.” 14 So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end of ten 
days it was seen that they were better in appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate 
the king’s food. 16 So the steward took away their food and the wine they were to drink, and gave 
them vegetables. 
 
17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel 
had understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 At the end of the time, when the king had commanded 
that they should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 
19 And the king spoke with them, and among all of them none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they stood before the king. 20 And in every matter of wisdom and 
understanding about which the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the 
magicians and enchanters that were in all his kingdom. 21 And Daniel was there until the first year of 
King Cyrus. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(1:3) Hebrew of the seed of the kingdom 

 
Ten Times Better — There are three primary actions of God stated in this chapter.  The first is that 
God gave just judgment to Judah’s King Jehoiakim, who had led his people further into rebellion 
against God: “…the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his [Nebuchadnezzar’s] hand” (v. 2).  
Yahweh is a God of justice.  Secondly, “God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the 
chief of the eunuchs” (v. 9).  This was God’s work in the mind and heart of the pagan Chaldean 
leader.  God did it to direct His plan for elevating and using Daniel and his three friends.  Here, God 
showed Himself to be sovereign.  God’s third action was that He “gave them [Daniel and his three 
friends] learning and skill in all literature and wisdom” (v. 17).  How good was their learning and skill?  
King Nebuchadnezzar “found them ten times better” (v. 20a).  They were not only that much better 
than the other captured and trained Israelites, but better than “all the magicians and enchanters that 
were in all his kingdom” (v. 20b).  That included those whose native language and culture were 



Chaldean—the professionals.  That is not just a fingerprint of God, it is more like an emphatic fist 
print.  Ten times better!  He is a God of excellence. 
 

This fitting verse may be sung to the tune of “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
October 7 F Reading 280 — Daniel 2:16-30 — God Who Reveals Mysteries 
 
16 And Daniel went in and requested the king to appoint him a time, that he might show the 
interpretation to the king. 
 
17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his 
companions, 18 and told them to seek mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that 
Daniel and his companions might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then 
the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of 
heaven. 20 Daniel answered and said: 
  

“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, 
to whom belong wisdom and might. 

21   He changes times and seasons; 
he removes kings and sets up kings; 

he gives wisdom to the wise 
and knowledge to those who have understanding; 

22   he reveals deep and hidden things; 
he knows what is in the darkness, 
and the light dwells with him. 

23   To you, O God of my fathers, 
I give thanks and praise, 

for you have given me wisdom and might, 
and have now made known to me what we asked of you, 
for you have made known to us the king’s matter.” 

  
24 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of 
Babylon. He went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring me in before 
the king, and I will show the king the interpretation.” 
 
25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus to him: “I have found among 
the exiles from Judah a man who will make known to the king the interpretation.” 26 The king declared 
to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream that I have 
seen and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise men, enchanters, 
magicians, or astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has asked, 28 but there is a 
God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be 
in the latter days. Your dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed are these: 29 To you, O 
king, as you lay in bed came thoughts of what would be after this, and he who reveals mysteries 
made known to you what is to be. 30 But as for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not 

God, who can tell Your wondrous deeds! 
Your greatness all our thought exceeds; 
Vast and unsearchable Your ways; 
Vast and immortal be Your praise! 
 

— Isaac Watts (b. 1674) 



because of any wisdom that I have more than all the living, but in order that the interpretation may be 
made known to the king, and that you may know the thoughts of your mind. 
 
For His Purposes — Daniel knew the God of heaven.  He knew that God knew everything.  After 
being given the content of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its interpretation, Daniel’s blessing to God 
revealed his understanding of God’s greatness: To Him “belong wisdom and might” (v. 20).  God 
knows everything (omniscience) and can do anything (omnipotence).  He knew the content of the 
king’s dream and He gave it to him for this purpose: He wanted to elevate and utilize Daniel and his 
three friends.  He also caused the king to recognize His greatness, as he would later tell Daniel, 
“Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of kings” (v. 47).  God’s sovereignty is shown in that “He 
changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings” (v. 21a).  He controls and directs 
history for His purposes.  The king’s dream of the image with the head of gold and feet of mixed iron 
and clay predicted the flow of history for the coming centuries.  God also chooses to give His wisdom 
and knowledge to others (v. 21b).  And He gives us knowledge about Him for the purpose of sharing 
it with others. 
 

God Is Working His Purpose Out - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meditation: There is a wonderful sequence shown in this passage.  First, Daniel had faith.  He asked 
for an appointment to reveal the interpretation to the king even before Daniel knew the content of the 
dream (v. 16).  Second, Daniel prayed and asked his three friends “to seek mercy from the God of 
heaven concerning this mystery” (v. 18).  We need to have faith that God is going to answer our 
prayer even before we present it to Him.  Thirdly, Daniel gave thanks to God after he was told the 
dream and its interpretation.  Don’t forget to thank God for answered prayers!  Finally, Daniel gave 
credit to God alone.  When the king asked, “Are you able to make known to me the dream …?” (v. 
26), Daniel replied, “No … but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries…” (vv. 27-28).  We 
should avoid taking any credit for what God does for and through us.  He is involved far more than we 
realize.  Look for ways to give Him honor!  
************************** 
 
October 8 Sa Reading 281 — Daniel 3:13-25 — God Is Able to Deliver 
 
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be 
brought. So they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, 
“Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the 
golden image that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, 
lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have 
made, well and good.[fn] But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery 
furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 
 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have 
no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 

God is working His purpose out, 
    as year succeeds to year; 
God is working His purpose out, 
    and the time is drawing near; 
Nearer and nearer draws the time, 
    the time that shall surely be: 
When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 

— Arthur C. Ainger (1894) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FkXpVSribU


from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king.[fn] 18 But if not, be it 
known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set 
up.” 
 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was changed against 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was 
usually heated. 20 And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were bound in their 
cloaks, their tunics,[fn] their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery 
furnace. 22 Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire 
killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And these three men, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace. 
 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, 
“Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O 
king.” 25 He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 
are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(3:15) Aramaic lacks well and good 
(3:17) Or If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us, he will deliver us from the burning fiery furnace and out of your 
hand, O king 
(3:21) The meaning of the Aramaic words rendered cloaks and tunics is uncertain; also verse 27 

 
The Son of God — Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knew the God they served—Yahweh.  
Nebuchadnezzar should have known Him, too.  When he saw that God gave Daniel both the king’s 
dream and its interpretation, he declared, “Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of kings” (v. 47).  
Why didn’t he then forsake his own gods to follow Yahweh?  God gave him enough evidence to 
believe, but he continued in his superstitions.  When the three Hebrew men stood firm in their faith, 
they were bound and thrown into the furnace.  They willingly faced death for their belief in God.  Many 
people are martyred for their faith in God, but God chose to rescue these three men in a dramatic 
way.  Since the fire was hot enough to kill the soldiers who threw them into the furnace, the king was 
astonished to see the three Hebrews walking around unbound in the fire with a fourth person 
described as being “like a son of the gods” (v. 25).  The king got it almost right, since it was likely a 
pre-incarnate appearance of “the Son of God,” the Messiah.  It is a good reminder for us that, no 
matter what trial we go through, God goes through it with us.  The presence of the Son of God 
assures us that “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Heb. 13:5).  
 

He Is Able to Deliver Me - YouTube 
 
 I am safe from harm and I fear no ill, 

For His angels come and protect me still. 
With the peace He gives in every season, 
He is able to deliver me. 
Hallelujah, praise His name! 
And His own right hand, my defense shall be. 
Hallelujah, praise His name! 
 

—from an 1899 Fanny Crosby hymn 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRUcAUIayBw

