
October 26-30 
 
October 26 M — Reading 214 — John 13:1-20 
 
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of 
this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 

During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to 
betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and 
taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him, "Lord, do you wash my feet?" 7 Jesus answered him, "What I am doing you do 
not understand now, but afterward you will understand." 8 Peter said to him, "You shall never wash 
my feet." Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no share with me." 9 Simon Peter said 
to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" 10 Jesus said to him, "The one who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet,[fn] but is completely clean. And you[fn] are 
clean, but not every one of you." 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, "Not all 
of you are clean."  
 
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to 
them, "Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are 
right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 
you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant[fn] is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 
than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 18 I am not 
speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled,[fn] 'He who ate 
my bread has lifted his heel against me.' 19 I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it 
does take place you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I 
send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me."  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(13:10) Some manuscripts omit except for his feet 
(13:10) The Greek words for you in this verse are plural 
(13:16) Or bondservant, or slave (for the contextual rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface) 
(13:18) Greek But in order that the Scripture may be fulfilled 

 
Too Humble? — It was Thursday evening, the day before Jesus’ death.  Jesus still had much to say 
to His disciples.  The teaching in John 13-17 is known as His Farewell Discourse.  Here, He taught 
about humility in action and in words.  In the middle of the dinner, He rose and removed His outer 
garment, wrapped a long towel around His waist, and poured water in a basin.  I am sure that every 
eye was upon Him.  The Twelve were reclining around the table with their feet behind them, so Jesus 
began washing those protruding feet.  In that culture, washing a guest’s feet was such a lowly task 
that it was normally done only by a non-Jewish servant.  Jesus assumed that very low position.  Peter 
objected, apparently feeling that Jesus was being too humble, but Jesus was insistent: “If I do not 
wash you, you have no share with me" (v. 8).  Was that act symbolic of being cleansed of sin and 
belonging to Christ in salvation?  If so, then why did Jesus also wash Judas’ feet, too?  Judas was not 
saved; he was a devil! (John 6:70).  I think the answer is in the opening statement of this chapter: 
“…having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end” (v. 1).  Judas was Jesus’ 
enemy but He loved him just the same.  Could we have done that?  Loving our enemy enough to 
humbly wash his feet certainly goes beyond even our imagination for most of us.  But that is divine 
love; that is divine humility. 
 



Meditation: Is literal foot washing something that Christians ought to be doing today?  Some 
Christian groups practice it in their churches but I would say that most churches don’t.  Why not?  The 
resisting claim is that Jesus’ example of foot washing was symbolic and was not intended to be 
something that we should have to do today.  I challenge you, however, to go back and read verses 
14-15 again.  Do you read anything there that sounds symbolic?  How many parts of it sound literal?  
Perhaps the reluctance to literally obey this command of Jesus stems from our unwillingness to lower 
ourselves to be that humble.  Is that being too humble?  If so, we still have a lot to learn about 
humility. 
 
There is a tradition in the Christian school where I teach occasionally in Cebu, Philippines, where the 
servant (Greek: doulos) faculty wash the feet of the graduating seniors in a special ceremony.  It has 
been a moving and appreciated event. 
***************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 27 Tu — Reading 215 — Matt. 26:21-25; Mark 14:18-21; Luke 22:21-23; John 13:21-30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 26 
 
 
 
21 And as they were 
eating,  
 
he said,  
"Truly, I say to you, 
one of you will betray 
me."  
 
 
22 And they were very 
sorrowful  
and began to say to 
him one after 
another, "Is it I, 
Lord?"  
23 He answered, "He 
who has dipped his 
hand in the dish with 
me will betray me.  
 
24 The Son of Man 
goes as it is written of 
him, but woe to that 
man by whom the 
Son of Man is 
betrayed!  
It would have been 
better for that man if 
he had not been 
born."  

Mark 14 
 
 
 
18 And as they were 
reclining at table and 
eating,  
Jesus said,  
"Truly, I say to you, 
one of you will betray 
me, one who is eating 
with me."  
 
19 They began to be 
sorrowful  
and to say to him one 
after another, "Is it I?"  
 

 

20 He said to them, "It 
is one of the twelve, 
one who is dipping 
bread into the dish 
with me.  
21 For the Son of Man 
goes as it is written of 
him, but woe to that 
man by whom the Son 
of Man is betrayed!  
 
It would have been 
better for that man if 
he had not been 
born."  

Luke 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21 But behold, the hand 
of him who betrays me 
is with me on the table.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 For the Son of Man 
goes as it has been 
determined, but woe to 
that man by whom he 
is betrayed!"  
 
 
 
 
 
23 And they began to 
question one another, 
which of them it could 
be who was going to 
do this.  

John 13 
21 After saying these 
things, Jesus was 
troubled in his spirit,  
 
 
 
and testified,  
"Truly, truly, I say to 
you, one of you will 
betray me."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 The disciples 
looked at one 
another, uncertain 
of whom he spoke.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is it I? — It was a sad night.  Our passage begins with what might reflect Jesus’ sadness: “After 
saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit” (John 13:21).  Then, He told them the reason: 
“one of you will betray me.”  That brought sadness to the whole group of disciples.  They were “very 
sorrowful” and they began to ask, “Is it I?” (Matt. 26:22).  Adding to their sadness, Jesus revealed the 
dreadful penalty of betraying Him: “…woe to that man … It would have been better … if he had not 
been born” (Matt. 26:24).  Finally, Judas also asked Him, “Is it I, Rabbi?” and Jesus responded, “You 
have said so,” which is somewhat like our saying in agreement, “You said it!”  Another sad note 
followed: “Satan entered into him” (John 13:27).  His bondage was complete; his destiny was settled.  
So sad!  John ends the passage with the ominous statement, “And it was night” (John 13:30).  Even 
that sounds sad.  It was time for the “prince of darkness” to carry out his task.  We have all had our 
sad nights from death, desertion, dismissal, etc.  The only one who was eternally lost that night was 
the one who left the presence of Jesus.  Our strength and survival during our dark nights come from 
our staying with Jesus.  He will never leave us and we should never leave Him. 
 
Meditation: Jesus made an important statement about destiny here: “For the Son of Man goes as it 
has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” (Luke 22:22).  Did you notice the 
indication of God’s overall sovereign rule there?  The crucifixion of Jesus was “determined” by God 
and predicted in the OT Scriptures in places like Isaiah 53.  On the other hand, do you also see the 
element of human responsibility here?  Judas was accountable for his actions and had to pay the 
penalty for his own sin: “…but woe to that man…” who betrays Him.  Jesus knew before He chose 
Judas that he would betray Him.  He knew his sinful heart and He knew his eternal destiny.  God 
knows history in advance. 
***************************** 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 26 (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 Judas, who would 
betray him, answered, "Is 
it I, Rabbi?" He said to 
him, "You have said so."  

John 13 (cont.) 
 
23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at 
Jesus' side,[fn] 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus[fn] of 
whom he was speaking. 25 So that disciple, leaning back against 
Jesus, said to him, "Lord, who is it?" 26 Jesus answered, "It is he to 
whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it." So 
when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of 
Simon Iscariot.  
 
 
 
 
27 Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus 
said to him, "What you are going to do, do quickly."  
28 Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him.   29 Some 
thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling 
him, "Buy what we need for the feast," or that he should give 
something to the poor.  
30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. 
And it was night.  
 

ESV Footnotes 
(13:23) Greek in the bosom of Jesus 
(13:24) Greek lacks Jesus 



October 28 W — Reading 216 — Luke 22:24-30 
 
24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 And 
he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over 
them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as 
the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 27 For who is the greater, one who reclines at table 
or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who 
serves.  
 
28 "You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29 and I assign to you, as my Father assigned 
to me, a kingdom, 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.  
 
Who’s the Greatest? — It is ironic that just after the disciples experienced Jesus’ impacting example 
of humility in washing their feet, they began disputing among themselves about which of them was 
the greatest.  Also, it happened just after being informed that one of them was a traitor when they 
were all asking, “Is it I?”  Now, they were asking the same question about gaining a position of honor.  
It went from wondering, “Am I the worst?” to “Am I the best?”  How dense, insensitive, and 
unteachable they were!  This was even the second time they had been taught the same lesson about 
“greatness” when He used a child as a counter-example (cf. Matt. 18:1; Mark 9:34; Luke 9:46).  
Before we are too hard on these 11 disciples, however, we must remember that they had not yet 
been spiritually born again, so they were thinking as the world thinks.  How about us?  Although we 
have the indwelling Spirit, we occasionally think that way, too.  It is human nature to strive to be 
recognized and appreciated but that is not God’s way.  God’s way is that of the child and the foot-
washer.  We become great in God’s sight as we learn to adopt humble attitudes and actions.  It 
doesn’t come naturally; it comes from recognizing our true position in relationship to God.  We 
become “great” only when we experience God’s power working through us as we humbly yield to 
Him. 
***************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 29 Th — Reading 217 — Luke 22:31-38; John 13:31-38 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Will you …?” — Human promises are prone to failure.  Peter was confident but it was backed up 
only by his own willpower.  He promised Jesus, “I will lay down my life for you” (John 13:37) but Jesus 
challenged Peter’s confidence with, “Will you …?” (v. 38).  Peter’s brave commitment would soon 
crumble into a three-time denial of his relationship with Jesus.  I am reminded of two well-intentioned 
promises I made to members of our church’s pastoral staff that I have not kept.  My intentions were 
good but my performance didn’t match up.  It haunts me because it reveals my weakness.  I need to 
remember what Jesus said: “…apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).  Jesus knew that 
Peter was far weaker than his intentions, so He prayed “that your faith may not fail” (Luke 22:32) 
under Satan’s attack.  Without Jesus’ strength, we are hopeless failures at living the life He intends 

Luke 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John 13 
 

31 When he [Judas] had gone out, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified, 
and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. 
You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, 'Where 
I am going you cannot come.' 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this 
all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  
 
36 Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus answered him, 
"Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward." 

31 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to 
have you,[fn] that he might sift you like wheat, 32 

but I have prayed for you that your faith may not 
fail. And when you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers."  
 
33 Peter[fn] said to him, "Lord, I am ready to go 
with you both to prison and to death."  
 
34 Jesus[fn] said,  
 
"I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this 
day, until you deny three times  
that you know me."  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
37 Peter said to him, "Lord, why can I not 
follow you now? I will lay down my life for 
you." 

38 Jesus answered,  
"Will you lay down your life for me?  
Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not 
crow till you have denied me three times. 
 

35 And he said to them, "When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, 
did you lack anything?" They said, "Nothing." 36 He said to them, "But now let the one who 
has a moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell 
his cloak and buy one. 37 For I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: 'And he 
was numbered with the transgressors.' For what is written about me has its fulfillment."    
38 And they said, "Look, Lord, here are two swords." And he said to them, "It is enough."  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(22:31) The Greek word for you (twice in this verse) is plural; in verse 32, all four instances are singular 
(22:33) Greek He 
(22:34) Greek He 



for us.  The next time you are challenged to promise to do some good thing, let Peter’s embarrassing 
experience remind you to first ask God for His will and for the strength to do what you intend to do. 
 
Meditation: What was the “sword business” about in our reading for today?  Jesus reminded the 
disciples about their earlier need to depend on God to supply what they needed but from now on, 
they were to supply themselves with needed provisions, even a sword (Luke 22:35-36).  Was God no 
longer going to provide for them or protect them?  Something was changing.  Was it because in the 
past, Jesus was there to provide for them and protect them and now that He was about to leave, they 
would be on their own?  When they were sent out to minister two-by-two in Galilee, they found people 
who were friendly to them because of the popular reputation of Jesus.  After the resurrection, the 
ministry of Paul among Gentiles in other parts of the Roman kingdom found strong resistance to the 
gospel message, so that he was frequently abused.  Yes, Jesus suggested that His subsequent 
messengers would not only need to carry a moneybag and knapsack for provisions but also a sword 
for protection.  Did Paul carry a sword?  I don’t know but he ran from trouble several times.  Why 
didn’t he defend himself physically?  Scripture prohibits revengeful violence but not acting in self-
defense.  People are probably not trying to kill you because of your faith but it is happening in many 
cultures right now around the world.  These statements by Jesus are very applicable to people in 
situations like that. 
***************************** 
 



October 30 F — Reading 218 — Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20 

 
 
In Remembrance of …  God likes reminders—reminders for us so that we don’t forget important 
things from the past.  He set up the important annual Passover meal as a reminder for Israel about 
their release from bondage in Egypt.  Fathers were told to explain it to their sons: “…It is because of 
what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt” (Ex. 13:8).  This annual special meal was 
practiced by the Jews for many centuries, always retelling the story of the Exodus from Egypt—what 
God had done for them.  A tradition developed at this meal in which four cups of wine were used to 
represent each of the four expressions of God’s rescue as described in Ex. 6:6-7, “I will bring you out 
… I will deliver you… I will redeem you … [and] I will take you to be my people.”  That is apparently 
why Luke tells us that Jesus first, “took a cup” (Luke 22:17) as part of the ceremony before all three 
Gospels mention His taking the bread and then taking the cup again (notice the structure in the 
columns above).  Then, Luke reported an important concluding statement that Jesus made: “Do this 
in remembrance of me” (22:19).  God was setting up another reminder meal in the midst of the one 
used for centuries.  In fact, the second meal was meant to replace the first one; the Passover was 

Matthew 26 
 
 
 
 
 

(see v. 29 below) 
 
 
26 Now as they were eating, 
Jesus took bread, and after 
blessing it broke it and gave it 
to the disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat;  
this is my body." 
 

 

27 And he took a cup,  
 
and when he had given thanks 
he gave it to them,  
saying, "Drink of it, all of you,  
 
28 for this is my blood of the[fn] 
covenant, which is poured out 
for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
29 I tell you I will not drink again 
of this fruit of the vine until that 
day when I drink it new with 
you in my Father's kingdom."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(26:28) Some manuscripts 
insert new 

Mark 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 And as they were eating, he 
took bread, and after blessing 
it broke it and gave it to them, 
and said, "Take;  
 
this is my body."  
 
 
23 And he took a cup,  
 
and when he had given thanks 
he gave it to them,  
 
and they all drank of it.  
24 And he said to them, "This is 
my blood of the[fn] covenant, 
which is poured out for many.  
 
25 Truly, I say to you, I will not 
drink again of the fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink 
it new in the kingdom of God."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(14:24) Some manuscripts insert new 

Luke 22 
17 And he took a cup, and 
when he had given thanks 
he said, "Take this, and 
divide it among yourselves. 
18 For I tell you that from now 
on I will not drink of the fruit 
of the vine until the kingdom 
of God comes."  
 
19 And he took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and gave it to 
them, saying,  
"This is my body,  
which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me."  
20 And likewise the cup  
after they had eaten,  
 
 
 
 
saying, "This cup that is 
poured out for you is the 
new covenant in my blood.[fn]  
 
 

(see v. 18 above) 
 
 
ESV Footnote 
(22:20) Some manuscripts omit, in 
whole or in part, verses 19b-20 
(which is given… in my blood) 



becoming the Lord’s Supper (Communion or Eucharist) because the final Paschal Lamb was about to 
be sacrificed.  This is our NT memory meal.  Most of us do it monthly rather than annually.  What is it 
that we are to remember?  He provided the answer in the same verse: “This is my body, which is 
given for you.”  We are to remember His sacrifice for our sins.  The next time you share in the Lord’s 
Supper, remember this connection to the ancient Passover—their deliverance from Egypt’s bondage 
vs. our deliverance from sin’s bondage. 
 


