
October 19-23 
 
October 19 M — Reading 209 — Matt. 25:1-30 
 
1 "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps[fn] and went to meet the 
bridegroom.[fn] 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry, 'Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.' 7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to 
the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9 But the wise answered, saying, 
'Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.'    
10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with 
him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 
'Lord, lord, open to us.' 12 But he answered, 'Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.' 13 Watch therefore, 
for you know neither the day nor the hour.  
 
14 "For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants[fn] and entrusted to them his 
property. 15 To one he gave five talents,[fn] to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with 
them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 

But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money.  19 

Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he 
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.' 21 His master said to him, 'Well done, 
good and faithful servant.[fn] You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the 
joy of your master.' 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you 
delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.' 23 His master said to him, 'Well done, 
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the 
joy of your master.' 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew 
you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 

so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' 26 But his 
master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown 
and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the 
talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be 
given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 
away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.'  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(25:1) Or torches 
(25:1) Some manuscripts add and the bride 
(25:14) Or bondservants; also verse 19 
(25:15) A talent was a monetary unit worth about twenty years’ wages for a laborer 
(25:21) Or bondservant; also verses 23, 26, 30 

 
Fueled and Faithful — These are the last two of the four parables Jesus told in Matt. 24-25 about 
being prepared for His return.  The parable of the 10 virgins concentrates on the fuel needed for the 
lamps.  The wise five were ready because they had adequate oil.  The foolish five are like those who 
will not be gathered as “the elect” when Christ returns.  The master’s verdict to them was, “I do not 
know you” (v. 12).  It seems to me that the oil might represent the Holy Spirit that dwells in every 
believer.  Those who are ready for the Second Coming are those who have been born again by the 
Spirit’s presence.  We need to be sure that we are not just trying to be good but that we really have 



God’s indwelling presence, giving us the power for real Christian living.  The parable of the talents 
concentrates on our faithfulness—what we do with what God has given us.  We are the entrusted 
servants.  Some of us have fewer abilities than others but we are responsible to do our best with what 
we have.  Are you doing your best?  What are you doing to serve Christ and others?  Those servants 
with greater ability were faithful in multiplying what had been given to them.  The one with the least 
ability was given only one talent and he hid it in the ground.  Have you given up on using what God 
has given you because you feel that it is too insignificant to matter?  Do you feel useless compared to 
the “stars” around you?  Our responsibility is to be faithful with what we have, big or small.  This is a 
test of faithfulness. 
 
Meditation: The talent was a large amount of money.  The ESV footnote says that it was worth 20 
years of a laborer’s income.  One of the servants was given five talents (100 years’ labor) and 
another two (40 years’ labor).  Both doubled the value of what was entrusted to them.  Which servant 
do you think had the best personal performance with what he had?  Were they the same or did one 
out-perform the other?  Think about it for a while.  Read the story again to look for clues and then let 
me know what you think.  This is a test! 
************************ 
 
 
 
 
October 20 Tu — Reading 210 — Matt. 25:31-46 
 
31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 
glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his 
right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and 
you came to me.' 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, 
or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' 40 And the King 
will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers,[fn] you did 
it to me.'  
 
41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and 
in prison and you did not visit me.' 44 Then they also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' 45 Then he 
will answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 
not do it to me.' 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(25:40) Or brothers and sisters 

 
Reward or Punishment — It is tempting to see this teaching as proof that salvation is based on 
doing good works.  That interpretation, however, goes against the emphasis of the rest of the NT.  
Here are some of those verses: 
 
 



 
What Jesus was pointing out in our reading for today was that those who are saved and will be 
rewarded in heaven are those who are compassionate, in contrast to those who are lost and will be 
punished in hell.  Is your salvation demonstrated by showing compassion toward needy people 
around you?  How often do we, unmoved, pass people on the street who are begging?  Yes, many 
are intentionally deceiving but some of them are truly needy.  If they are asking for money, we could 
ask them what they need to buy.  If you can buy it and bring it to them, take the time to show 
compassion.  When you give it to them, you might say, “I give you this because I am a follower of 
Jesus, and He loves you, too.” 
***************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• “For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God. For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.’ Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his 
due. And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith 
is counted as righteousness” (Rom. 4:2-5). 

• “Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that 
law. Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works” (Rom. 
9:31-32). 

• “So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. But if it is by grace, it is no 

longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace” (Rom. 11:5-6). 

• “…yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and 
not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified” (Gal. 2:16). 

• “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). 

• “… God … saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of 
his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began” (2 Tim. 
1:9). 

• “…he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Tit. 3:5). 



October 21 W — Reading 211 — Matt. 26:1-5; Mark 14:1-2; Luke 21:37—22:2 

 
 
Facing Death — There are three very different perspectives of people involved here as Jesus 
approached His death.  First, was the open perspective of Jesus about dying.  He reminded His 
disciples, as in three previous times (Matt. 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-19): “You know … the Son of Man 
will be delivered up to be crucified” (Matt. 26:2).  He was clear and open about it.  Aren’t you glad that 
you don’t know the day of your death in advance?  Do you think you would be open as you faced it, or 
would you hide it from your family?  The second perspective was that of the chief priests and scribes 
who were representatives of the ruling Sanhedrin.  Theirs was a secretive perspective, one of 
“stealth” (Matt. 26:4; Mark 14:1).  They were very private and scheming about it in contrast to Jesus’ 
openness.  They had already decided to get rid of Jesus and were now only seeking how to do it.  
Why were they secretive?  It was because “they feared the people” (Luke 22:2).  They didn’t want “an 
uproar” from the crowd.  Why would the people react like that?  It was because the crowd had a very 
popular perspective of Jesus.  They had enthusiastically celebrated as Jesus rode into Jerusalem a 
few days earlier, shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Matt. 21:15).  They crowded around Him 
as He taught in the temple.  They thought He could be the Messiah, who would lead them out of the 
bondage of Rome.  Remember that these people had journeyed to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast, 
the annual celebration of their deliverance from the bondage of Egypt.  If their leaders tried to kill this 
hopeful Messiah, they would certainly react violently.  Three perspectives in facing death: matter-of-
factly, secretively, and violently.  In our next reading, we will see the perspective of Judas. 

Matthew 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 When Jesus had finished all 
these sayings, he said to his 
disciples,  
 
 
 
2 "You know that after two days 
the Passover is coming, and 
the Son of Man will be 
delivered up to be crucified."  
 
3 Then the chief priests and the 
elders of the people gathered in 
the palace of the high priest, 
whose name was Caiaphas, 
4 and plotted together in order 
to arrest Jesus by stealth  
and kill him.  
5 But they said, "Not during the 
feast, lest there be an uproar 
among the people."  

Mark 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 It was now two days before 
the Passover and the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread.  
 
 
 
 
 
And the chief priests and the 
scribes  
 
 
were seeking how to arrest 
him by stealth  
and kill him,  
2 for they said, "Not during 
the feast, lest there be an 
uproar from the people."  

Luke 21 
37 And every day he was 
teaching in the temple, but at 
night he went out and lodged 
on the mount called Olivet. 38 

And early in the morning all 
the people came to him in the 
temple to hear him. 
 
 
Luke 22 
1 Now the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread drew near, 
which is called the Passover.  
 
 
 
 
 
2 And the chief priests and the 
scribes  
 
 
were seeking how  
 
to put him to death,  
 
 
 
for they feared the people.  



***************************** 
 
October 22 Th — Reading 212 — Matt. 26:14-16; Mark 14:10-11; Luke 22:3-6 

 
 
 
Evil Motivation — Jesus chose Judas to be one of the Twelve, although He knew from the beginning 
that Judas “did not believe” in Him, that he “would betray him,” and that he was “a devil” (John 6:64, 
70).  It seems that since God, in His foreknowledge, knew that Judas was lost and would never 
believe, He used him to accomplish His plan to have Jesus sacrificed as the ultimate Passover Lamb.  
Judas was a good actor, covering up his unbelief.  He even became the treasurer of the Twelve, 
handling their group’s finances.  At the Last Supper, when Jesus told them that one of them would 
betray Him, “they began to question one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this” 
(Luke 22:23).  Even after more than two years, Judas had them fooled.  Our text today shows that 
Judas’ betrayal was motivated by two important factors.  First, he was motivated by Satan: “Satan 
entered into Judas” (Luke 22:3).  God even used Satan to accomplish His plan of salvation.  Satan 
and his demons are evil and they seek to control and ruin people.  Satan motivated Judas to go to the 
Sanhedrin leaders to work out a plan for the clandestine arrest of Jesus.  Satan is still looking for 
people to influence today: “Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).  Secondly, Judas was motivated by money.  When he went to the 
Jewish leaders, he said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?" (Matt. 26:15).  They were 
happy to give him 30 pieces of silver, about what a laborer would earn in four months.  A focus on 
money often causes serious problems for people: “…the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils” 
(1 Tim. 6:10).  What motivates you to do things?  Does some of it involve selfish greed like that of 
Judas?  Paul tells us that we are to “do nothing from selfish ambition…” (Phil. 2:3).  Rather, we 
should “make it our aim to please him” (2 Cor. 5:9).  Let’s be motivated by good! 
***************************** 
 

Matthew 26 
 
14 Then one of the twelve, 
whose name was Judas 
Iscariot,  
went to the chief priests  
 
 
 
15 and said, "What will you 
give me if I deliver 
him over to you?"  
 
 
 
And they paid him thirty 
pieces of silver.  
16 And from that moment 
he sought an opportunity 
to betray him.  

Mark 14 
 
10 Then Judas Iscariot, who 
was one of the twelve,  
 
went to the chief priests  
 
in order to betray him to 
them.  
 
 
 
11 And when they heard it, 
they were glad and promised 
to give him money.  
 
 
And he sought an opportunity 
to betray him.  

Luke 22 
3 Then Satan entered into  
Judas called Iscariot, who was of 
the number of the twelve. 
  
4 He went away and conferred 
with the chief priests and officers 
how he might betray him to them.  
 
 
 
 
5 And they were glad, and agreed 
to give him money.  
 
 
 
6 So he consented and sought an 
opportunity to betray him to them  
 
in the absence of a crowd.  



October 23 F — Reading 213 — Matt. 26:17-20; Mark 14:12-17; Luke 22:7-16 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Matthew 26 
17 Now on the first day of 
Unleavened Bread  
 
 
the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying, "Where will 
you have us prepare for 
you to eat the Passover?"  
 
 
 
 
 
18 He said,  
"Go into the city to a 
certain man  
 
 
and say to him,  
 
 
'The Teacher says,  
My time is at hand. I will 
keep the Passover at your 
house with my disciples.'"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19 And the disciples did as 
Jesus had directed them,  
 
and they prepared the 
Passover. 20 When it was 
evening, he reclined at 
table with the twelve.[fn] 
 
ESV Footnote 
(26:20) Some manuscripts 
add disciples 

Mark 14 
12 And on the first day of 
Unleavened Bread, when 
they sacrificed the 
Passover lamb,  
his disciples said to him, 
"Where will you have us 
go and prepare for you to 
eat the Passover?"  
13 And he sent two of his 
disciples  
 
 
 
and said to them, 
"Go into the city, and a 
man carrying a jar of 
water will meet you. 
Follow him, 14 and 
wherever he enters, say 
to the master of the 
house,  
'The Teacher says,  
 
 
 
Where is my guest room, 
where I may eat the 
Passover with my 
disciples?'  
15 And he will show you a 
large upper room 
furnished and ready; 
there prepare for us."  
16 And the disciples set 
out and went to the city 
and found it just as he 
had told them, and they 
prepared the Passover. 17 

And when it was evening, 
he came with the twelve. 

Luke 22 
7 Then came the day of Unleavened 
Bread, on which the Passover lamb 
had to be sacrificed.  
 
 
 
 
 
8 So Jesus[fn] sent Peter and John, 
saying, "Go and prepare the Passover 
for us, that we may eat it." 9 They said 
to him, "Where will you have us 
prepare it?"  
10 He said to them,  
"Behold, when you have entered the 
city, a man carrying a jar of water will 
meet you. 
Follow him into the house that he 
enters 11 and tell the master of the 
house,  
 
'The Teacher says to you,  
 
 
 
Where is the guest room, where I may 
eat the Passover with my disciples?'  
 
 
12 And he will show you a large upper 
room furnished; prepare it there."  
 
 
13 And they went and found it just as he 
had told them,  
 
and they prepared the Passover.  
14 And when the hour came, he 
reclined at table, and the apostles with 
him.  
 

15 And he said to them, "I have 
earnestly desired to eat this Passover 
with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you 
I will not eat it[fn] until it is fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God." 
 

ESV Footnote 
(22:8) Greek he 
(22:16) Some manuscripts never eat it again 



The First Pascal Lamb — The Passover celebration began at sundown on the 15th day of the Jewish 
month of Nisan, the beginning of the seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread (Lev. 23:6).  Preparations 
had to be made earlier, in the afternoon, which included having the Passover lamb sacrificed at the 
temple and preparing the other food and the room.  Peter and John got selected (Luke 22:8) for the 
task of preparing the Pascal lamb.  After sunset, they all gathered together for their last Passover 
meal on earth with Jesus.  This event was filled with symbolism.  From centuries past, each Passover 
meal remembered the deliverance of Israel from Egypt’s bondage; this last one would be 
commemorated regularly in future centuries by Jesus’ followers, partaking of the Lord’s Table in 
remembrance of the death of the Final Pascal Lamb.  This upper-room meal would anticipate both the 
later birth of the Church in a Jerusalem upper room (Acts 1:13) and the still-future “marriage supper of 
the Lamb” (Rev. 19:9) in heaven.  God’s plans are so perfect. 
 
Meditation: Was the meeting between Peter and John with the man carrying the water jug 
prearranged by Jesus or did it involve His miraculous knowledge?  There are textual arguments on 
both sides.  The “Behold…” (Luke 22:10) at the beginning of Jesus’ instructions to Peter and John 
suggests surprise.  Jerusalem was a big city, so what were the odds that they would encounter a man 
carrying a water jar as they entered the city gates?  When the fact is added that normally only women 
carried water jars, it sounds more miraculous than prearranged, Jesus knowing in advance what they 
would see.  However, the text says that the man “will meet you” (Mark 14:13; Luke 22:10), which 
sounds like the man might have been looking for the disciples—prearranged?  Their instruction to 
“Follow him” sounds like the man didn’t communicate with them but seeing him was just a signal for 
them to follow—miraculous?  All three Gospels record that Jesus told them to say to the master of the 
house, “The Teacher says…”  That sounds like the owner would know that Jesus was “The 
Teacher”—prearranged?  That Peter and John “found it just as he told them” (Mark 14:16; Luke 
22:13) sounds surprising—miraculous?  I keep remembering when Jesus miraculously “saw” 
Nathanael under the fig tree (John 1:48), which edges me toward the miraculous explanation of the 
water-jar man incident. 
 


