
October 12-16 
 

October 12 M — Reading 204 — Matt. 24:4-14; Mark 13:5-13; Luke 21:8-19 

 
 
 

Matthew 24 
4 And Jesus answered 
them, "See that no one 
leads you astray. 5 For 
many will come in my 
name, saying, 'I am the 
Christ,' and they will lead 
many astray.  
6 And you will hear of wars 
and rumors of wars. See 
that you are not alarmed, 
for this must take place, but 
the end is not yet. 
 
7 For nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom, and there will be 
famines and earthquakes in 
various places. 
 
 
  
8 All these are but the 
beginning of the birth pains.  
 
 
9 "Then they will deliver you 
up to tribulation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and put you to death, 

Mark 13 
5 And Jesus began to say to 
them, "See that no one leads 
you astray. 6 Many will come in 
my name, saying, 'I am he!'  
 
and they will lead many astray.  
 
7 And when you hear of wars 
and rumors of wars, do not be 
alarmed. This must take place, 
but the end is not yet.  
 
 
8 For nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be 
earthquakes in various places; 
there will be famines.  
 
 
 
These are but the beginning of 
the birth pains.  
9 "But be on your guard.  
 
For they will deliver you over 
to councils, and you will be 
beaten in synagogues,  
 
and you will stand before 
governors and kings for my 
sake,  
to bear witness before them.  
 
 
10 And the gospel must first be 
proclaimed to all nations. 11 

And when they bring you to 
trial and deliver you over,  
do not be anxious beforehand 
what you are to say, but say 
whatever is given you in that 
hour, for it is not you who 
speak, but the Holy Spirit.  

Luke 21 
8 And he said, "See that you 
are not led astray. For many 
will come in my name, saying, 'I 
am he!' and, 'The time is at 
hand!'  
Do not go after them.  
 
9 And when you hear of wars 
and tumults, do not be terrified, 
for these things must first take 
place, but the end will not be at 
once."  
10 Then he said to them, 
"Nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. 
11 There will be great 
earthquakes, and in various 
places famines and 
pestilences. And there will be 
terrors and great signs from 
heaven.  
 
 
 
12 But before all this  
they will lay their hands on you 
and persecute you, delivering 
you up to the synagogues and 
prisons,  
and you will be brought before 
kings and governors for my 
name's sake.  
13 This will be your opportunity 
to bear witness.  
 
 
 
 
 
14 Settle it therefore in your 
minds not to meditate 
beforehand how to answer,  
15 for I will give you a mouth 
and wisdom,  
which none of your adversaries 
will be able to withstand or 
contradict.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Signs — Is the Second Coming of Christ close?  That question was on the disciples’ minds 
in the first century as it still is in the 21st.  The Twelve probably assumed that it would happen at the 
same time the temple was destroyed but when that happened 40 years later, Jesus didn’t return.  
What has to happen before He comes again?  Jesus suggested many signs to look for.  There would 
be false christs, wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilence, signs from heaven, persecution, prison, 
family betrayal, Christians being hated worldwide, love growing cold, defections from the faith, and 
increased lawlessness.  Many of these are only “the beginning of the birth pains” (Mark 13:8), 
implying that these events will be long, increasing in frequency and severity, and followed by the 
dramatic climax of Jesus’ return.  We see evidence of some of these signs in our day.  Is the time 
almost here?  Matthew records what seems will be the final sign before the Second Coming, i.e., that 
“this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come” (Matt. 24:14).  According to the Joshua Project, of 10,435 
people-groups in the world today, 42.4% of them are still considered to be unreached by the gospel of 
Christ (https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/statistics).  Will the Good News get to them in our 

generation?  Will we see this requirement realized?  Some mission organizations today are focusing 
on these unreached peoples, working to complete the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20).  Are you 
financially supporting their efforts?  We should be praying for these pioneering missionaries and their 
targeted people in order for this last sign to be completed. 
***************************** 
 
 

Matthew 24 (cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and you will be hated by all 
nations for my name's sake.  
10 And then many will fall away[fn] 
and betray one another and hate 
one another. 11 And many false 
prophets will arise and lead many 
astray. 12 And because 
lawlessness will be increased, the 
love of many will grow cold.  
 
 
13 But the one who endures to the 
end will be saved.  
14 And this gospel of the kingdom 
will be proclaimed throughout the 
whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will 
come.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(24:10) Or stumble 

Mark 13 (cont.) 
12 And brother will deliver 
brother over to death, and 
the father his child, and 
children will rise against 
parents and have them put 
to death.  
13 And you will be hated by 
all for my name's sake.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But the one who endures to 
the end will be saved.  

Luke 21 (cont.) 
16 You will be delivered up 
even by parents and 
brothers[fn] and relatives 
and friends, and some of 
you they will put to death.  
 
17 You will be hated by all 
for my name's sake.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18 But not a hair of your 
head will perish.  
19 By your endurance you 
will gain your lives.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(21:16) Or parents and brothers 
and sisters 

https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/statistics


October 13 Tu — Reading 205 — Matt. 24:15-28; Mark 13:14-23; Luke 21:20-24 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 24 
15 "So when you see the 
abomination of desolation  
spoken of by the prophet 
Daniel, standing in the holy 
place  
(let the reader understand),  
 
 
 
16 then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains.  
 
17 Let the one who is on the 
housetop not go down  
 
to take what is in his house,  
18 and let the one who is in the 
field not turn back to take his 
cloak.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
19 And alas for women who are 
pregnant and for those who are 
nursing infants in those days!  
 
20 Pray that your flight may not 
be in winter  
 
or on a Sabbath.  

Mark 13 
14 "But when you see the 
abomination of desolation  
 
standing where he ought not 
to be  
(let the reader understand),  
 
 
 
then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains. 
 
15 Let the one who is on the 
housetop not go down,  
nor enter his house,  
to take anything out,  
16 and let the one who is in 
the field not turn back to take 
his cloak.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
17 And alas for women who 
are pregnant and for those 
who are nursing infants in 
those days!  
18 Pray that it may not happen 
in winter.  

Luke 21 
20 "But when you see  
 
 
 
 
 
Jerusalem surrounded by 
armies, then know that its 
desolation has come near.  
21 Then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and let those who are inside 
the city depart, and let not 
those who are out in the 
country enter it, 22 for these 
are days of vengeance, to 
fulfill all that is written.  
23 Alas for women who are 
pregnant and for those who 
are nursing infants in those 
days!  
 
 
 
 
For there will be great 
distress upon the earth and 
wrath against this people. 24 

They will fall by the edge of 
the sword and be led captive 
among all nations, and 
Jerusalem will be trampled 
underfoot by the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles 
are fulfilled.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Tribulation — This passage seems to be divided into two parts.  The first half speaks about 
“the abomination of desolation” (Matt. 24:15), which was predicted in Daniel 9:27.  Most Jews thought 
that prediction was satisfied with the abominable actions of the Seleucid king Antiochus Epiphanes at 
the flagrant desecration of the temple in 167 B.C., but it was later fulfilled more completely in 70 A.D. 
when the Romans destroyed the temple and Jerusalem.  That was a severe tribulation but God’s 
judgment on Israel in the times of the Romans was only preliminary to what is described as the “great 
tribulation” (Matt. 24:21)—the worst time ever.  That tribulation, the focus of the second half of this 
passage (only in Matthew and Mark), is still in the future and will precede Christ’s Second Coming.  In 
the midst of that time, false prophets will perform miraculous, convincing signs, but believers are 
warned not to believe them (Mark 13:23).  Then Jesus will return spectacularly in the middle of that 
chaos.  It will be unmistakable.  Like lightning, everyone will see it (Matt. 24:27).  In the meantime, we 
are to “be on guard” (Mark 13:23), not being sucked into false claims or theories about Christ’s return. 
***************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 24 (cont.) 
21 For then there will be great tribulation, such 
as has not been from the beginning of the 
world until now, no, and never will be.  
 
22 And if those days had not been cut short, 
no human being would be saved. But for the 
sake of the elect those days will be cut short.  
 
 
23 Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is 
the Christ!' or 'There he is!' do not believe it. 
  
24 For false christs and false prophets will 
arise and perform great signs and wonders, 
so as to lead astray, if possible, even the 
elect.  
 
25 See, I have told you beforehand.  
26 So, if they say to you, 'Look, he is in the 
wilderness,' do not go out. If they say, 'Look, 
he is in the inner rooms,' do not believe it.  
27 For as the lightning comes from the east 
and shines as far as the west, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever the 
corpse is, there the vultures will gather.  

Mark 13 (cont.) 
19 For in those days there will be such 
tribulation as has not been from the 
beginning of the creation that God 
created until now, and never will be.  
20 And if the Lord had not cut short the 
days, no human being would be 
saved. But for the sake of the elect, 
whom he chose, he shortened the 
days.  
21 And then if anyone says to you, 
'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'Look, 
there he is!' do not believe it.  
22 For false christs and false prophets 
will arise and perform signs and 
wonders, to lead astray, if possible, 
the elect.  
23 But be on guard;  
I have told you all things beforehand.  



October 14 W — Reading 206 — Matt. 24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27; Luke 21:25-27 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mournful Distress — The cataclysmic events surrounding Christ’s return will bring about 
understandable reactions from the world’s people.  The first reaction will be to the great physical 
disturbances in the heavens with the darkened sun and moon and with falling stars (probably 
meteors).  “The sky is falling!”  There will also be disturbances on earth with “the roaring of the sea 
and the waves” (Luke 21:25) that will cause a “distress of nations.”  There will be no mistake that 
something dreadfully unusual is happening.  It is like God’s drumroll before a great announcement.  
The second reaction will be the people’s mourning when they see Jesus appear in the sky: “…then all 
the tribes of the earth will mourn…” (Matt. 24:30).  Why will they mourn?  Probably because they will 
realize that they had been very wrong about their response to the gospel message about Jesus and 
that their judgment had come.  Wrong and too late.  There is no mention of the reaction of “his elect” 
that will be gathered at that time.  Of course, they will be relieved, having come out of the great 
tribulation, and joyful because of seeing their Redeemer; but the rest will be in anguish.  The Second 
Coming is both good and bad: heaven for His saints and hell for the rest.  We must point out this 
picture to those around us who have time to turn to God in repentance and faith. 
***************************** 
 
 

Matthew 24 
29 "Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days 
the sun will be darkened, and  
 
the moon will not give its light,  
 
and the stars will fall from 
heaven,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken.  
30 Then will appear in heaven 
the sign of the Son of Man,  
and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn,  
and they will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great 
glory.  
31 And he will send out his 
angels with a loud trumpet call, 
and they will gather his elect 
from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other.  

Mark 13 
24 "But in those days, after 
that tribulation,  
the sun will be darkened,  
 
and the moon will not give its 
light,  
25 and the stars will be falling 
from heaven,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken.  
 

 

 

 

26 And then they will see the 
Son of Man coming in clouds 
with great power and glory.  
 
27 And then he will send out 
the angels and gather his 
elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to 
the ends of heaven.  

Luke 21 
 

 

25 "And there will be signs in 
sun  
and moon  
 
and stars,  
 
and on the earth distress of 
nations in perplexity 
because of the roaring of the 
sea and the waves, 26 people 
fainting with fear and with 
foreboding of what is coming 
on the world.  
For the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken.  
 

 

 

 

27 And then they will see the 
Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great 
glory. 



October 15 Th — Reading 207 — Matt. 24:32-41; Mark 13:28-32; Luke 21:28-33 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32 "From the fig tree learn its lesson:  
 
as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts out its leaves, you 
know that summer is near.  
 
 
33 So also, when you see all these 
things, you know that he is near, at 
the very gates. 
 
34 Truly, I say to you, this generation 
will not pass away until all these 
things take place.  
 
35 Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away.  
 
 
36 "But concerning that day and hour 
no one knows, not even the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son,[fn] but the 
Father only.  
 
37 For as were the days of Noah, so 
will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. 38 For as in those days before 
the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day when Noah 
entered the ark, 39 and they were 
unaware until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then 
two men will be in the field; one will 
be taken and one left. 41 Two women 
will be grinding at the mill; one will 
be taken and one left. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(24:36) Some manuscripts omit nor the Son 

Mark 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
28 "From the fig tree learn its 
lesson:  
as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts 
out its leaves, you know 
that summer is near.  
 
29 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, 
you know that he is near, at 
the very gates.  
30 Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass 
away until all these things 
take place.  
31 Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words 
will not pass away.  
 
32 "But concerning that day 
or that hour, no one knows, 
not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 

Luke 21 
28 Now when these things 
begin to take place, 
straighten up and raise 
your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing 
near."  
29 And he told them a 
parable: "Look at the fig 
tree, and all the trees.  
30 As soon as they come 
out in leaf, you see for 
yourselves and know that 
the summer is already 
near.  
31 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, 
you know that the 
kingdom of God is near.  
32 Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass 
away until all has taken 
place.  
33 Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words 
will not pass away.  



Signs of Nearness — The budding leaves as the announcement of summer was compared by Jesus 
to the signs preceding His return.  When the signs appear, the end is near.  The “leaves” that we are 
to watch for seem to be the events of the beginning of the Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:21-28; Mark 
13:19-23).  Our normal reaction, when seeing the first signs of the predicted tribulation, would be to 
shrink back in fear, but Jesus said that we should “raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near” (Luke 21:28).  Tribulation is the signal for redemption and we should face it with our 
heads held high in joyful anticipation of what is to come.  Troubles are the “leaves” of triumph.  What 
a great way to look at the problems we face in life!  Don’t focus on the problem; look ahead for the 
solution!  That is the way Jesus faced the cross: “…who for the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross” (Heb. 12:2).  He concentrated on the solution.  What is the biggest problem that threatens 
your peace today?  God has a solution for it.  He tells us to “call upon me in the day of trouble; I will 
deliver you, and you shall glorify me” (Ps. 50:15). 
 
Meditation: There is a real interpretation problem in this passage that has stumped many people.  
Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place” 
(Matt. 24:34).  Has the Great Tribulation already taken place?  If not, “this generation” must not refer 
to the Twelve and others that lived in their day.  Could “this generation” be referring only to the 
generation of people alive at the time of the Tribulation?  Luke emphasizes that the timeframe is, 
“when these things begin to take place” (Luke 21:28).  About one-third of the places in the NT where 
the Greek word for “generation” is used, it refers not to time, but to people characterized by a certain 
quality, e.g., when Jesus described people who seek for a sign as being an “evil and adulterous 
generation” (Matt. 16:4).  Perhaps “this generation” could have a double meaning, referring partly to 
those present who would see Jerusalem destroyed in their lifetime and a future generation that would 
see Jesus return.  It is also possible that Jesus may have been referring to the ongoing “generation” 
of people who rejected Him in preference to their evil ways.  Somehow it all makes sense because it 
is God’s Word of truth.  It just appears as a mystery for most of us. 
***************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 16 F — Reading 208 — Matt. 24:42-51; Mark 13:33-37; Luke 21:34-36 

 
 
 

Matthew 24 
42 Therefore, stay awake, for 
you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming.  
43 But know this, that if the 
master of the house had 
known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake 
and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44 

Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not 
expect.  
 
45 "Who then is the faithful 
and wise servant,[fn] whom his 
master has set over his 
household, to give them their 
food at the proper time? 46 

Blessed is that servant whom 
his master will find so doing 
when he comes. 47 Truly, I 
say to you, he will set him 
over all his possessions. 48 

But if that wicked servant 
says to himself, 'My master is 
delayed,' 49 and begins to 
beat his fellow servants[fn] and 
eats and drinks with 
drunkards,  
 
50 the master of that servant 
will come on a day when he 
does not expect him and at 
an hour he does not know  
51 and will cut him in pieces 
and put him with the 
hypocrites. In that place there 
will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(24:45) Or bondservant; also verses 
46, 48, 50 
(24:49) Or bondservants 

Mark 13 
33 Be on guard, keep awake.[fn] 
For you do not know when the 
time will come.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
34 It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home 
and puts his servants[fn] in 
charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to 
stay awake.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
35 Therefore stay awake—for 
you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, 
in the evening, or at midnight, or 
when the rooster crows,[fn] or in 
the morning— 36 lest he come 
suddenly and find you asleep.  
37 And what I say to you I say to 
all: Stay awake." 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(13:33) Some manuscripts add and 
pray 
(13:34) Or bondservants 
(13:35) That is, the third watch of the 
night, between midnight and 3 a.m. 

Luke 21 
34 "But watch yourselves  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
lest your hearts be weighed 
down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and cares of 
this life,  
and that day come upon 
you suddenly like a trap. 35 

For it will come upon all 
who dwell on the face of the 
whole earth.  
 

 

36 But stay awake at all 
times, praying that you may 
have strength to escape all 
these things that are going 
to take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man."  



Staying Awake — Seven times in these verses, Jesus tells us to “stay awake” as we anticipate His 
return.  What does that mean?  Since He was obviously not speaking about avoiding physical sleep, it 
must refer to paying attention to our attitudes and actions.  The needed attitude here is that of 
expectation.  It might be compared to a child expectantly waiting for Christmas to arrive with its gifts.  
Some of us may be enjoying our present life so much that we are not that excited about having Jesus 
return right now.  We might have our hearts set on getting married first, buying our dream house first, 
becoming the boss first, having grandchildren first, etc.  Those are the “cares of this life” (Luke 21:34) 
that bind us to this world.  The ironic problem with that attitude is that it doesn’t comprehend that 
being with Christ in heaven is a supremely greater experience.  It is far better than Christmas 
morning.  Look forward to it!  Secondly, what does it mean to “stay awake” in our actions?  Jesus’ 
parable emphasized what the servants were doing while the master was gone.  The servants were 
left “in charge, each with his work” (Mark 13:34) and hopefully, they are those “whom his master will 
find so doing when he comes” (Matt. 24:46).  We are supposed to be working while we are waiting.  
Our work is attending to the assignments our Master has given us.  The Great Commission (Matt. 
28:19-20) is part of that work and using our spiritual gift is another.  What can you do today that will 
add to that “well done” greeting when Jesus comes? 
 


