
October 5-9 
 

October 5 M — Reading 199 — Matt. 22:41-46; Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44 

 
 
 

 
 

 
From Son to Lord — Jesus had silenced the Herodians, Sadducees, and Pharisees by answering 
their questions.  Now, He had a question for them: Who is the special descendant of David mentioned 
in Psa. 110?  That most-quoted psalm in the NT was speaking of the expected Messiah, calling him 
“Lord,” using a Hebrew word (Adonai), which the OT always connects to deity.  This Son of David 
was the incarnate Yahweh.  Jesus’ question silenced them, again.  The Pharisees needed to upgrade 
their understanding of the Messiah.  They thought of the Messiah as being the son of David—a son of 
a king, a future king—a physical, political figure.  But Jesus said that the Messiah would also be the 
Lord of David—Adonai—divine.  They saw Jesus in the flesh before them, but they did not know who 
He really was—the divine Messiah, gathering people for His heavenly kingdom.  Do we need to 
upgrade our understanding of Jesus?  Some of us need to advance Him from “buddy” to “Lord”; He is 
God!  He is even more than “Teacher”: He is Lord.  Be in awe of Him!  Wonder at His greatness!  Be 
amazed at His grace that reaches down to us!  Worship Him!  He is Lord. 
***************************** 
 
 
 

Matthew 22 
 
 
41 Now while the Pharisees were 
gathered together,  
Jesus asked them a question,  
42 saying, "What do you think about the 
Christ? Whose son is he?" They said 
to him, "The son of David."  
43 He said to them, "How is it then that  
 
 
David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, 
saying,  
 
44 "'The Lord said to my Lord,  
 
     "Sit at my right hand,  
         until I put your enemies under 

your feet"'?  
 
 
45 If then David calls him Lord,  
 
how is he his son?"  
 
 
46 And no one was able to answer him 
a word, nor from that day did anyone 
dare to ask him any more questions. 

Mark 12 
35 And as Jesus taught in 
the temple,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
he said, "How can the 
scribes say that the Christ 
is the son of David?  
36 David himself, in the 
Holy Spirit, declared,  
 
"'The Lord said to my 

Lord,  
"Sit at my right hand,  
    until I put your enemies 

under your feet."'  
 
 
37 David himself calls him 
Lord.  
So how is he his son?"  
And the great throng 
heard him gladly.  

Luke 20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

41 But he said to them, 
"How can they say that 
the Christ is David's son? 
42 For David himself says 
in the Book of Psalms,  
 
     "'The Lord said to my 

Lord,  
     "Sit at my right hand,  
43    until I make your 

enemies your 
footstool."'  

 
44 David thus calls him 
Lord,  
so how is he his son?"  



 
 
October 6 Tu — Reading 200 — Matt. 23:1-36; Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47 

 
 

 
 
 

Matthew 23 
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to 
his disciples,  
 
 
2 "The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 
Moses' seat, 3 so do and observe 
whatever they tell you, but not the works 
they do. For they preach, but do not 
practice. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, 
hard to bear,[fn] and lay them on people's 
shoulders, but they themselves are not 
willing to move them with their finger.  
5 They do all their deeds to be seen by 
others. For they make their phylacteries 
broad and their fringes long,  
6 and they love the place of honor at 
feasts and the best seats in the 
synagogues 7 and greetings in the 
marketplaces  
 
 
 
 

and being called rabbi[fn] by others.  
 

Mark 12 
38 And in his teaching he 
said,  
 
"Beware of the scribes,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
who like to walk around 
in long robes and like 
greetings in the 
marketplaces 39 and 
have the best seats in 
the synagogues and the 
places of honor at feasts,  

Luke 20 
45 And in the hearing of 
all the people he said to 
his disciples, 46  

"Beware of the scribes,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
who like to walk around 
in long robes, and love 
greetings in the 
marketplaces and the 
best seats in the 
synagogues and the 
places of honor at 
feasts,  

8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers.[fn] 9 

And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. 10 Neither be 
called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. 11 The greatest among you shall be 
your servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted.  
 
13 "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in 

people's faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in. 14 [fn] 

Mark 12 (cont.) 
40 who devour widows' 
houses and for a 
pretense make long 
prayers. They will 
receive the greater 
condemnation."  

Luke 20 (cont.) 
47 who devour widows' 
houses and for a 
pretense make long 
prayers. They will 
receive the greater 
condemnation." 

 
ESV Footnotes 
(23:4) Some manuscripts omit hard to bear 
(23:7) Rabbi means my teacher, or my master; 
also verse 8 
(23:8) Or brothers and sisters 
(23:13) Some manuscripts add here (or after 
verse 12) verse 14: Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows’ 
houses and for a pretense you make long 
prayers; therefore you will receive the greater 
condemnation 



 

 
 
Beware of Politicians! — Don’t the scribes and Pharisees remind you of politicians?  They 
exempted themselves from the laws they created.  They added hundreds of rules to Moses’ Law but 
they didn’t obey them: “For they preach, but do not practice” (Matt. 23:3).  Then, they wouldn’t even 
lift “their finger” (v. 4) to help the people obey these exacting laws.  They even took advantage of 
widows (Mark 12:40), probably acting as executors, skimming off large fees of the estate for 

Matthew 23 (cont.) 
15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to make a 
single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of 
hell[fn] as yourselves.  
 
16 "Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'If anyone swears by the temple, it is nothing, but if anyone 
swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' 17 You blind fools! For which is greater, 
the gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? 18 And you say, 'If anyone swears by the 
altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath.' 19 

You blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 So 
whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21 And whoever swears by the 
temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it. 22 And whoever swears by heaven swears by the 
throne of God and by him who sits upon it.  
 
23 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and 
have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you 
ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides, straining out a gnat and 
swallowing a camel!  
 
25 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the 
plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the 
inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean.  
 
27 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which 
outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. 28 So 
you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness.  
 
29 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and 
decorate the monuments of the righteous, 30 saying, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we 
would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' 31 Thus you witness 
against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the 
measure of your fathers. 33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being 
sentenced to hell? 34 Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom 
you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to 
town, 35 so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah,[fn] whom you murdered between 
the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(23:15) Greek Gehenna; also verse 33 
(23:35) Some manuscripts omit the son of Barachiah 



themselves.  They did their best to present a positive image but they were rotten to the core.  
Outward display but inward decay.  It is no wonder that Jesus repeatedly called them hypocrites and 
pronounced judgment on them.  Let’s take a close look at ourselves.  Aren’t we sometimes a bit like 
the Pharisees?  Do we occasionally exempt ourselves from parts of God’s commands?  We can 
excuse our anger at times because we think it is justified.  We gossip about someone because “it is 
true.”  We hold a grudge because “they deserve it.”  We are saved by God’s grace but there is still the 
rottenness of original sin within us.  We need to guard against it, recognize it, admit it, confess it, and 
resist it.  Who wants to be called a politician?! 
***************************** 
 
October 7 W — Reading 201 — Matt. 23:37-39 
 
37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 
often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you were not willing! 38 See, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me 
again, until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'" 
 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem — That double “Jerusalem, Jerusalem” was a painful cry of tender love, like 
David’s cry when learning of his son’s death: “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!” (2 Sam. 
18:33).  Both Absalom and Jerusalem were wayward, and both would die in their rebellion, yet they 
were loved and mourned.  Jesus’ tender cry of love followed directly after His seven woes for the 
resistant Pharisees—woes of judgment.  Because of that judgment, the Lord is “not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).  His grief came because “you were 
not willing!”  God grieves over lost people.  Do we?  How much?  Or why not?  Is it because we feel 
helpless and insignificant when confronting so much unbelief?  Do we believe they are beyond hope?  
Do we fatalistically think that our efforts won’t matter?  Do we really care?  If Jesus’ heart hurts for 
those who are lost, so should ours.  Ask God to soften your heart toward those within your sphere of 
contact who are lost.  If you pray for them regularly, it will help you to be more proactive in trying to do 
something about it. 
 
Meditation: Jerusalem means “city of peace.”  Isn’t that ironic for a city “that kills the prophets”?  
Peaceful is what God wanted it to be; murderous is what man made it.  We also often go against 
God’s will.  He designed us for something special.  Are we striving to discover His individual plan for 
us?  Are you developing your personal spiritual gift?  That so-called “city of peace” would be 
destroyed in judgment less than 40 years after Jesus spoke these words to its religious leaders.  God 
gave it a second chance in 1948 when Israel was declared to be a nation.  Jerusalem is a thriving city 
again.  Have they learned from the past?  Will they change?  Will they be judged again? 
***************************** 
 
 



October 8 Th — Reading 202 — Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4 

 
Surplus or Sacrifice? — This story was not a parable; it was a real-life occurrence that Jesus used 
to teach His disciples a lesson.  That poor widow gave the rest of the money she had.  When she 
walked away, she was completely broke.  The two copper coins amounted to only 1/64th of a laborer’s 
daily wage—worth about 10 minutes of work.  It was a pittance but she gave it all.  That is real 
sacrifice!  Are you shamed by her example?  I am.  I have never made a financial sacrifice like that for 
the Lord.  Most Christians probably feel that giving only 10% to the Lord is a sacrifice.  We give out of 
our surplus and might feel that we have sacrificed because we have cut into our surplus.  Jesus 
commended this woman because of her heart, her willingness to sacrifice by giving to God’s work.  
God is more interested in the size of our sacrifice than the size of our gift.  I challenge you to apply 
this story by committing to help support a missionary you appreciate.  You can go to the website of 
their sending mission organization and set up a monthly giving plan for them.  Sacrifice a little! 
***************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark 12 
41 And he sat down opposite the treasury  
and watched the people putting money into the 
offering box.  
Many rich people put in large sums.  
 
42 And a poor widow came and put in two small 
copper coins, which make a penny.[fn]  
43 And he called his disciples to him  
and said to them,  
"Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more 
than all those  
who are contributing to the offering box.  
44 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but 
she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, 
all she had to live on." 
  
ESV Footnotes 
(12:42) Greek two lepta, which make a kodrantes; 
a kodrantes (Latin quadrans) was a Roman copper coin worth 
about 1/64 of a denarius (which was a day’s wage for a 
laborer) 

Luke 21 
1 Jesus[fn]  
looked up and saw  
 
the rich putting their gifts into the offering 
box,  
2 and he saw a poor widow put in two 
small copper coins.[fn]  
 
3 And he said,  
"Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put 
in more than all of them.  
 
4 For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put 
in all she had to live on."  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(21:1) Greek He 
(21:2) Greek two lepta; a lepton was a Jewish 
bronze or copper coin worth about 1/128 of 
a denarius (which was a day’s wage for a laborer) 



October 9 F — Reading 203 — Matt. 24:1-3; Mark 13:1-4; Luke 21:5-7 

 
Beauty and Permanence Destroyed — Jerusalem’s first-century temple was wonderful almost 
beyond belief.  The ESV Study Bible describes it like this: “The beauty and size of Herod the Great’s 
Temple Mount exceeded that of most of the seven wonders of the world. It was more than twice the 
size of the Acropolis in Athens. Its perimeter was 0.96 miles (1.55 km) and enclosed a space 
equivalent to one-sixth of the entire city ... One of the stones of the temple complex still remaining 
measures 45 x 11.5 x 12 feet (13.7 x 3.2 x 4 m) and is estimated to weigh 570 tons.”  The current 
Wailing Wall was part of that complex, over 2,000 years old.  No wonder that the disciples marveled 
as they looked back at it from the Mount of Olives.  So beautiful, so permanent.  But as Jesus 
predicted about that structure, nothing constructed by mankind is permanent.  Things of this earth will 
not endure, so we should place much more emphasis on what will last into eternity.  Do you have a 
beautiful house?  It might last for your whole life but it could also be destroyed quickly by fire or 
earthquake.  Admire and enjoy it but the people who live in it have far more value and importance.  
They will live throughout eternity.  Focus on them!  Build them up!  Love them more than things! 
 

Matthew 24 
1 Jesus left the temple  
and was going away,  
when his disciples came to 
point out to him the buildings 
of the temple.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 But he answered them, 
"You see all these, do you 
not? Truly, I say to you, there 
will not be left here one stone 
upon another that will not be 
thrown down."  
3 As he sat on the Mount of 
Olives, the disciples came to 
him privately, saying,  
 
"Tell us, when will these 
things be, and what will be 
the sign of your coming and 
of the end of the age?" 

Mark 13 
1 And as he came out of the 
temple,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
one of his disciples said to him, 
"Look, Teacher, what wonderful 
stones and what wonderful 
buildings!"  
 
2 And Jesus said to him, "Do you 
see these great buildings? 
There will not be left here one 
stone upon another that will not 
be thrown down."  
 
3 And as he sat on the Mount of 
Olives opposite the temple, 
Peter and James and John and 
Andrew asked him privately,  
4 "Tell us, when will these things 
be, and what will be the sign 
when all these things are about 
to be accomplished?" 

Luke 21 
 

 

 

 

 

5 And while some were 
speaking of the temple,  
how it was adorned with 
noble stones and offerings,  
 
 
 
 
 
he said, 6 "As for these 
things that you see, the 
days will come when there 
will not be left here one 
stone upon another that will 
not be thrown down."  
 

 

7 And they asked him,  
 
"Teacher, when will these 
things be, and what will be 
the sign when these things 
are about to take place?" 


