
September 28 – October 2 

September 28 M — Reading 194 — Matt. 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19 

Matthew 21 
 
 
33 "Hear another parable. 
There was a master of a 
house who planted a vineyard 
and put a fence around it and 
dug a winepress in it and built 
a tower  
and leased it to tenants, and 
went into another country.  
 

34 When the season for fruit 
drew near, he sent his 
servants[fn] to the tenants to 
get his fruit.  
 
35 And the tenants took his 
servants and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. 
36 Again he sent other 
servants, more than the first. 
And they did the same to 
them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
37 Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, 'They will 
respect my son.'  
38 But when the tenants saw 
the son,  
they said to themselves,  
'This is the heir. Come, let us 
kill him and have his 
inheritance.' 39 And they took 
him and threw him out of the 
vineyard and killed him.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(21:34) Or bondservants; also verses 
35, 36 

Mark 12 
1 And he began to speak to 
them in parables.  
 
 
"A man planted a vineyard 
and put a fence around it and 
dug a pit for the winepress 
and built a tower,  
and leased it to tenants and 
went into another country.  
 
2 When the season came, he 
sent a servant[fn] to the 
tenants to get from them 
some of the fruit of the 
vineyard.  
3 And they took him and beat 
him and sent him away 
empty-handed.  
4 Again he sent to them 
another servant, and they 
struck him on the head and 
treated him shamefully.  
 
5 And he sent another, and 
him they killed. And so with 
many others: some they beat, 
and some they killed.  
 
 
 
6 He had still one other, a 
beloved son.  
Finally he sent him to them, 
saying, 'They will respect my 
son.'  
7 But those tenants  
 
said to one another,  
'This is the heir. Come, let us 
kill him, and the inheritance 
will be ours.' 8 And they took 
him and killed him and threw 
him out of the vineyard.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(12:2) Or bondservant; also verse 4 

Luke 20 
9 And he began to tell the 
people this parable:  
 
 
"A man planted a vineyard  
 
 
 
and let it out to tenants and 
went into another country  
for a long while.  
10 When the time came, he 
sent a servant[fn] to the 
tenants, so that they would 
give him some of the fruit of 
the vineyard.  
But the tenants beat him and 
sent him away empty-
handed.  
11 And he sent another 
servant. But they also beat 
and treated him shamefully, 
and sent him away empty-
handed.  
12 And he sent yet a third. 
This one also they wounded 
and cast out.  
 
13 Then the owner of the 
vineyard said, 'What shall I 
do?  
 
 
I will send my beloved son; 
perhaps they will respect 
him.'  
14 But when the tenants saw 
him,  
they said to themselves, 
'This is the heir. Let us kill 
him, so that the inheritance 
may be ours.' 15 And they 
threw him out of the vineyard 
and killed him.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(20:10) Or bondservant; also v.  11 



 

 
 

 
The Son…the Stone — After the Jewish leaders questioned Jesus’ authority in the temple, He 
stopped them with the question about John the Baptist.  Then, He continued talking to them, telling 

Matthew 21 (cont.) 
40 When therefore the owner of 
the vineyard comes, what will 
he do to those tenants?"  
41 They said to him,  
"He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death and let out the 
vineyard to other tenants who 
will give him the fruits in their 
seasons."  
 
 
 
42 Jesus said to them,  
 
"Have you never read in the 
Scriptures:  
"'The stone that the builders 
rejected  
   has become the 
cornerstone;[fn]  
this was the Lord's doing,  
   and it is marvelous in our 
eyes'?  
43 Therefore I tell you, the 
kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a 
people producing its fruits.  
44 And the one who falls on this 
stone will be broken to pieces; 
and when it falls on anyone, it 
will crush him." [fn]  
 
45 When the chief priests and 
the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they perceived that 
he was speaking about them. 46 

And although they were 
seeking to arrest him, they 
feared the crowds, because 
they held him to be a prophet. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(21:42) Greek the head of the corner 
(21:44) Some manuscripts omit v.  44 

Mark 12 (cont.) 
 
9 What will the owner of the 
vineyard do?  
 
He will come and destroy the 
tenants and give the 
vineyard to others. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
10 Have you not read this 
Scripture:  
"'The stone that the builders 
rejected  
   has become the 
cornerstone;[fn]  
11 this was the Lord's doing,  
      and it is marvelous in our 
eyes'?"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12 And they were seeking to 
arrest him but feared the 
people, for they perceived 
that he had told the parable 
against them.  
 
 
 
So they left him and went 
away.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(12:10) Greek the head of the 
corner 

Luke 20 (cont.) 
 
What then will the owner of 
the vineyard do to them?  
 
16 He will come and destroy 
those tenants and give the 
vineyard to others."  
 
 
When they heard this, they 
said, "Surely not!"  
17 But he looked directly at 
them and said, "What then is 
this that is written:  
 
 
"'The stone that the builders 
rejected 
   has become the 
cornerstone'?[fn]  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

18 Everyone who falls on that 
stone will be broken to 
pieces, and when it falls on 
anyone, it will crush him."  
 
19 The scribes and the chief 
priests sought to lay hands 
on him at that very hour, for 
they perceived that he had 
told this parable against 
them, but they feared the 
people. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(20:17) Greek the head of the 
corner 



three parables aimed at them.  The first one was about the two sons asked to work in the vineyard.  
Today’s story of the absent vineyard owner is the second one.  It challenged their spirit of rejection of 
God and the messengers sent to them—the prophets in the OT (“servants”) followed by Jesus the 
Messiah (“beloved son”).  The members of the Sanhedrin suspected that the wicked tenants 
represented them and that Israel was the vineyard.  That understanding was shown in their response 
after Jesus said that the owner (God) “will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to 
others" (Luke 20:16).  They replied, “Surely not!” (v. 16).  They felt that Israel was secure in having 
been chosen by God and that the position of its leaders was secure as well.  Then, after quoting Ps. 
118:22 about the rejected stone becoming the cornerstone, Jesus unavoidably applied it to those 
leaders: “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
producing its fruits” (Matt. 21:43).  God’s focus would broaden from Israel to the Gentiles as He 
formed the Church.  Did they take it to heart?  No, their reaction was that “they were seeking to arrest 
him” (v.  46).  An aimed warning.  A direct challenge.  A vengeful response.  We should be cautious 
about how we react to the commands and warnings we read in Scripture.  Does the prick of our 
conscience by the Holy Spirit humble us or do we respond with some version of “Surely not!”?  God’s 
way is always the best way, even when it hurts. 
***************************** 
 
September 29 Tu — Reading 195 — Matthew 22:1-14 
 
1 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants[fn] to call those who were invited 
to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those who 
are invited, "See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast."' 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his 
farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed 
them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their 
city. 8 Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 

Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.' 10 And those 
servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the 
wedding hall was filled with guests.  
 
11 "But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding 
garment. 12 And he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?' And he 
was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the 
outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 14 For many are called, but 
few are chosen."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(22:3) Or bondservants; also verses 4, 6, 8, 10 

 
Wide Call … Narrow Choice — This third parable is also aimed at the ungodly Sanhedrin rulers who 
resisted Jesus and would be destroyed in judgment, along with Jerusalem, in A.D. 70, by God’s use 
of the Roman army.  The first wave of servants sent out to summon the invited guests in this parable 
might represent the OT prophets who called out to Israel repeatedly.  The second wave of servants 
may be the NT apostles who repeated the same invitation to Israel and their leaders but the invitation 
was ignored because of having higher priorities (v. 5) or rejected with violent persecution (v. 6).  The 
call then got wider with the universal spread of the Christian message to “as many as you find” (v. 9) 
“both bad and good” (v. 10).  It was a general call.  Don’t discriminate!  Call everyone!  But there is 
another side: “few are chosen” (v. 14).  The man at the feast without wedding clothes was not 
properly dressed because he apparently thought his street clothes were good enough.  No, he must 
be clothed with “the robe of righteousness” (Isa. 61:10).  Many people around us are hoping to get to 



heaven because they are “good enough.”  They are wearing the garments of self-righteousness.  The 
expression “had no wedding garment” (v. 11) is passive in Greek, implying that it was to be put on 
him by someone else.  The NASB and CSB have “…was not dressed…”  The king provided the 
wedding garments as the guests entered; God clothes with Christ’s righteousness those who respond 
to Him in faith as they enter the kingdom of heaven.  The call was broad—to everyone—but only 
those who accepted the wedding garment were chosen.  Few are chosen because so many eliminate 
themselves by indifference, by resistance, or by pretense. 
***************************** 
 



September 30 W — Reading 196 — Matt. 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26 

 
 

Matthew 22 
15 Then the Pharisees went and 
plotted how to entangle him in 
his words.  
 
 
 
 
16 And they sent their disciples 
to him, along with the 
Herodians, saying,  
"Teacher, we know that you are 
true and teach the way of God 
truthfully, and you do not care 
about anyone's opinion, for you 
are not swayed by 
appearances.[fn]  
17 Tell us, then, what you think. 
Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
Caesar, or not?"  
 
 
18 But Jesus, aware of their 
malice, said, "Why put me to 
the test, you hypocrites? 19 

Show me the coin for the tax." 
And they brought him a 
denarius.[fn]  
20 And Jesus said to them,  
"Whose likeness and inscription 
is this?"  
21 They said, "Caesar's."  
Then he said to them, 
"Therefore render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and to 
God the things that are God's." 
 

 

 

 

22 When they heard it,  
they marveled.  
And they left him and went 
away.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(22:16) Greek for you do not look at 
people’s faces 
(22:19) A denarius was a day’s wage 
for a laborer 

Mark 12 
13 And they sent to him some 
of the Pharisees and some 
of the Herodians, to trap him 
in his talk.  
 
 
 
14 And they came and said to 
him,  
 
"Teacher, we know that you 
are true and do not care 
about anyone's opinion. For 
you are not swayed by 
appearances,[fn] but  
truly teach the way of God.  
 
Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
Caesar, or not?  
Should we pay them, or 
should we not?"  
15 But, knowing their 
hypocrisy, he said to them, 
"Why put me to the test? 
Bring me a denarius[fn] and 
let me look at it." 16 And they 
brought one.  
And he said to them,  
"Whose likeness and 
inscription is this?"  
They said to him, "Caesar's." 
17 Jesus said to them, 
"Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and 
to God the things that are 
God's."  
 
 
 
 
And they marveled at him.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(12:14) Greek you do not look at 
people’s faces 
(12:15) A denarius was a day’s 
wage for a laborer 

Luke 20 
20 So they watched him and 
sent spies, who pretended to 
be sincere, that they might 
catch him in something he 
said, so as to deliver him up 
to the authority and 
jurisdiction of the governor.  
21 So they asked him,  
 
 
"Teacher, we know that you 
speak and teach rightly, and 
show no partiality,[fn] but  
truly teach the way of God.  
 
 
 
22 Is it lawful for us to give 
tribute to Caesar, or not?" 23  

 

 

But he perceived their 
craftiness, and said to them,  
 
24 "Show me a denarius.[fn]  
 
 
 
Whose likeness and 
inscription does it have?" 
They said, "Caesar's."  
25 He said to them, "Then 
render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar's, and to God 
the things that are God's." 26  

 

And they were not able in the 
presence of the people to 
catch him in what he said,  
 
but marveling at his answer 
they became silent.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(20:21) Greek and do not receive a 
face 
(20:24) A denarius was a day’s 
wage for a laborer 



Silenced Hypocrites — The evil orientation of Jesus’ opponents is really revealed in this passage.  
First, they were evil schemers in that they “plotted how to entangle him in his words” (Matt. 22:15).  
The Pharisees even joined with their frequent opponents, the political Herodians, in this plot.  They 
met together and planned what they could do to trap Jesus so that the people and the Roman 
government would turn against Him.  Secondly, they were evil hypocrites.  They “pretended to be 
sincere” (Luke 20:20) and Jesus rightly addressed them as “you hypocrites” (Matt. 22:18).  They tried 
to set Him up with compliments, unaware that they were confronting the Creator who knows the 
hearts of men and is infinitely wise.  Little wonder that they marveled at His reply—it was perfect.  
When Jesus asked for a Roman denarius, they had them in their pockets, evidence that even they 
were submitting to the hated government.  But they were not rendering “to God the things that are 
God’s” (Matt. 22:21).  Are you willing to look for yourself in this parable?  Don’t we sometimes 
scheme in order to try to manipulate others for our selfish purposes?  Don’t we also sometimes 
pretend to be better than we are in order to communicate a false impression to others?  Do we 
always render fully to the government what they require of us?  Are all of our tax-related decisions 
strictly pure?  Do we always render to God what belongs to Him?  We belong to Him.  He deserves 
our attention, our worship, and our obedience.  Let’s render it today. 
***************************** 
 
October 1 Th — Reading 197 — Matt. 22:23-33; Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-40 

 
 
 
 

Matthew 22 
23 The same day 
Sadducees came to him, 
who say that there is no 
resurrection, and they 
asked him a question,  
24 saying, "Teacher, Moses 
said, 'If a man dies having 
no children, his brother 
must marry the widow and 
raise up offspring for his 
brother.'  
25 Now there were seven 
brothers among us. The first 
married and died, and 
having no offspring left his 
wife to his brother. 26 So too 
the second and third, down 
to the seventh.  
 
27 After them all, the woman 
died.  
 
28 In the resurrection, 
therefore, of the seven, 
whose wife will she be? For 
they all had her."  

Mark 12 
 

18 And Sadducees came to 
him, who say that there is no 
resurrection. And they asked 
him a question, saying,  
19 "Teacher, Moses wrote for 
us that if a man's brother dies 
and leaves a wife, but leaves 
no child, the man[fn] must take 
the widow and raise up 
offspring for his brother.  
20 There were seven brothers; 
the first took a wife, and 
when he died left no 
offspring. 21 And the second 
took her, and died, leaving no 
offspring. And the third 
likewise. 22 And the seven left 
no offspring.  
Last of all the woman also 
died.  
 
23 In the resurrection, when 
they rise again, whose wife 
will she be? For the seven 
had her as wife."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(12:19) Greek his brother 

Luke 20 
 

27 There came to him some 
Sadducees, those who deny that 
there is a resurrection, 28 and 
they asked him a question, 
saying, "Teacher, Moses wrote 
for us that if a man's brother 
dies, having a wife but no 
children, the man[fn] must take 
the widow and raise up offspring 
for his brother.  
29 Now there were seven 
brothers. The first took a wife, 
and died without children.  
30 And the second 31 and the third 
took her, and likewise all seven 
left no children and died.  
 

 

32 Afterward the woman also 
died.  
 
33 In the resurrection, therefore, 
whose wife will the woman be? 
For the seven had her as wife."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(20:28) Greek his brother 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Progressive Revelation — The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection because they 
concentrated almost exclusively on the Pentateuch, the five books of Moses.  The fact of resurrection 
wasn’t revealed by God until later OT books.  That is “progressive revelation” and it covers many 
subjects other than the resurrection.  That is probably why Jesus told them that it was because they 
did not know the Scriptures (Matt. 22:29) that they were wrong about not believing in the resurrection.  
In this encounter with the Sadducees, Jesus reveals to us another element of progressive revelation, 
that of marriage in heaven.  God had never disclosed that before in Scripture.  Many Christians have 
felt disappointed upon learning that new fact because they wanted to continue their married 
relationship for all eternity.  But God has something even better for us in heaven.  Yes, we will know 
our loved ones there but we will have a different relationship, a better one.  You cannot imagine that, 
can you?  Me either, but this may be one of the reasons Jesus said that, in addition to not knowing 

Matthew 22 (cont.) 
29 But Jesus answered 
them, "You are wrong, 
because you know neither 
the Scriptures nor the 
power of God.  
 
 
 
 
30 For in the resurrection 
they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, 
 
 
 but are like angels in 
heaven.  
31 And as for the 
resurrection of the dead, 
have you not read what was  
 
said to you by God:  
32 'I am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob'?  
He is not God of the dead, 
but of the living."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
33 And when the crowd 
heard it, they were 
astonished at his teaching.  

Mark 12 (cont.) 
24 Jesus said to them, "Is this 
not the reason you are 
wrong, because you know 
neither the Scriptures nor the 
power of God?  
 
 
 
 
25 For when they rise from the 
dead, they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage,  
 
 
but are like angels in heaven.  
 
26 And as for the dead being 
raised, have you not read in 
the book of Moses, in the 
passage about the bush, how 
God spoke to him, saying,  
'I am the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob'?  
 
27 He is not God of the dead, 
but of the living.  
 
You are quite wrong."  

Luke 20 (cont.) 
34 And Jesus said to them,  
 
 
 
 
"The sons of this age marry and 
are given in marriage,  
35 but those who are considered 
worthy to attain to that age and 
to the resurrection from the dead 
neither marry nor are given in 
marriage,  
36 for they cannot die anymore, 
because they are equal to 
angels and are sons of God, 
being sons[fn] of the resurrection.  
37 But that the dead are raised, 
even Moses showed, in the 
passage about the bush, where  
 
he calls the Lord  
the God of Abraham and the 
God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob.  
 
38 Now he is not God of the 
dead, but of the living, for all live 
to him."  
 
39 Then some of the scribes 
answered, "Teacher, you have 
spoken well." 40 For they no 
longer dared to ask him any 
question.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(20:36) Greek huioi; see Preface 



the Scriptures, the Sadducees also did not know “the power of God” (Mark 12:24).  They didn’t 
understand God’s infinite ability to create something that is beyond our human understanding and 
comprehension.  Some people think that heaven is going to be boring, with nothing to do but to sit 
around strumming harps.  No, it will be filled with beauty we have not yet seen, ability we do not yet 
have, and relationships too wonderful to imagine. 
 
Meditation:  One thing to think about in this passage is why God required a brother to marry the 
widow of his deceased brother (Deut. 25:5-6).  Jesus said that it was to provide “offspring for his 
brother” (Matt. 22:24) in order to carry on his name.  The firstborn from that relationship would also 
receive the deceased brother’s inheritance.  What did that law provide for the widow?  She would 
have the opportunity for sexual pleasure, have children of her own, and be cared for financially.  How 
about the sacrifices that might be involved for the living brother?  What if he didn’t like his sister-in-
law?  What if she was a lot older than he was?  What if he already loved another girl that he wanted 
to marry?  Of course, in those days, there was the apparently acceptable practice of having more 
than one wife, so perhaps he could also marry his sweetheart later.  Complicated! 
***************************** 
 
October 2 F — Reading 198 — Matt. 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 22 
34 But when the Pharisees heard 
that he had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered together.  
35 And one of them, a lawyer,  
 
 
asked him a question to test him.  
36 "Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?"  
37 And he said to him,  
 
"You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind. 
 
38 This is the great and first 
commandment.  
39 And a second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.  
 
40 On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the 
Prophets."  

Mark 12 
 

 

 

28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them 
disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered 
them well,  
asked him,  
"Which commandment is the most important of all?"  
 
29 Jesus answered, "The most important is,  
'Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  
30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind  
 
and with all your strength.'  
 
 
31 The second is this: 'You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.'  
There is no other commandment greater than these."  
 
 
 
32 And the scribe said to him, "You are right, Teacher. You 
have truly said that he is one, and there is no other 
besides him. 33 And to love him with all the heart and with 
all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love 
one's neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole 
burnt offerings and sacrifices." 34 And when Jesus saw 
that he answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far 
from the kingdom of God." And after that no one dared to 
ask him any more questions.  



 
Not Far — The intent of this group of Pharisees who decided to ask Jesus about commandments 
was not pure because they asked it “to test him” (Matt 22:35).  Their intention was bad but their 
choice of who would ask the question was good.  This sent lawyer, or scribe, was one of their trained 
theological experts but he was more than that—he was “not far from the kingdom of God” (Mark 
12:34).  Why was he “not far”?  It was not only that he confirmed Jesus’ answer to the question by 
saying, “You are right, Teacher…” (Mark 12:32).  It seems that what made him close to the kingdom 
was that he understood that what is on the inside is more important than what is on the outside.  
Loving God is more important than offering “burnt offerings and sacrifices” to Him (v. 33).  Yes, 
offering sacrifices may be done with a pure heart but it also may be done out of duty, habit, or even 
with reluctance.  But loving God with “all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” 
(from Deut. 6:5) is a deep, genuine love.  That is love that comes from the center of a person and it 
includes the whole of the worshiper.  That is what Jesus said was “most important”: pure and whole-
hearted worship, and it is what He wants from us today.  Let us work on making our reading of God’s 
Word and praying to Him, genuine and complete worship.  He deserves it and it will deeply satisfy us. 
 
Meditation: If that lawyer was “not far” from God’s kingdom, what was he still lacking?  Was it that he 
had not yet recognized and accepted that Jesus was the promised Messiah?  Was it that he was still 
too much influenced by the false and hypocritical thinking of his fellow Pharisees?  Was it only that he 
had to wait for the post-Pentecost giving of the Holy Spirit?  I wonder if he made it all the way to the 
kingdom.  We did.  We have the Spirit dwelling in us. But there is still a sense in which there is more; 
there are things that are “not far” away from experiencing more of the good that God has in store for 
us.  We are on a journey and it is a learning experience.  We are growing in our understanding, in our 
faith, in our experience of enjoying God’s presence, and in the exercise of our spiritual gift in ministry 
to others.  Keep pressing on!  More of God’s goodness is “not far” away. 
 


