
September 21-25 
 
September 21 M — Reading 189 — John 12:20-36a 
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21 So these came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 22 Philip went 
and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, "The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life 
loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he 
must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will 
honor him. 
 
27 "Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? But for this 
purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from heaven: "I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." 29 The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had 
thundered. Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." 30 Jesus answered, "This voice has come for 
your sake, not mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32 

And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." 33 He said this to show by 
what kind of death he was going to die. 34 So the crowd answered him, "We have heard from the Law 
that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this 
Son of Man?" 35 So Jesus said to them, "The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while 
you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know 
where he is going. 36a While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of 
light."  
 
Now is the Time — John recorded several times that Jesus had told others that His time had not yet 
come (2:4; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20) but here He said, “The hour has come…” (v.  23).  This is a turning point 
in Jesus’ life and ministry.  He had come to the point of death; now was the time to die since Passion 
Week had arrived.  It was a necessary step for His longer, greater ministry to continue.  As a seed 
needs to be buried in order to sprout new life, so Jesus had to die in order for His Church to spring 
forth.  Jesus taught something else here that is very important to us believers: Now is the time to 
die—in a different way.  Yes, we did die to self when we surrendered our life to Christ to enter the 
kingdom of God, but surrender is not a one-time thing; it should be our lifestyle.  Perhaps you have 
gradually slipped back a bit into loving your life on earth so much that you have softened your 
surrender to Jesus.  Jesus tells us to do two things here to keep that commitment strong.  The first is, 
“Walk while you have the light” (v.  35) and the second is, “While you have the light, believe…” (v.  
36).  Walk and believe.  Fellowship and faith.  Now is the time.  Don’t put off time with the Lord 
because there seems to be something more important to do!  Now is the time.  Surrender!  Serve! 
*************************** 
 
September 22 Tu — Reading 190 — John 12:36b-50 
36b When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37 Though he had done 
so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by the prophet 
Isaiah might be fulfilled:  
 
"Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,  
  and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"  
 
39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said,  
 
40 "He has blinded their eyes  
        and hardened their heart,  



     lest they see with their eyes,  
       and understand with their heart, and turn,  
       and I would heal them."  
 
41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless, many even of 
the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would 
not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory 
that comes from God.  
 
44 And Jesus cried out and said, "Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who sent me. 
45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as light, so that 
whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep 
them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who 
rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on 
the last day. 49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself 
given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is 
eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me." 
 
Loving Whose Glory? — For a Jewish religious leader to intentionally do something that would 
cause him to be “put out of the synagogue’ (v.  42) would be social suicide.  Some of them believed 
that Jesus was the Messiah but they would not publicly declare it because of the fear of the social 
consequences.  Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were both in that category, not showing public 
support for Jesus until time for his burial (John 19:38-39).  Their deep reason for hesitancy was 
because “they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God” 
(12:43).  That touches on our experience, doesn’t it?  Don’t we sometimes hesitate to stand openly 
for Christ because of our fear of people’s reactions?  At the root of the problem is what we value the 
most.  It is hard to admit but sometimes we put more value on the praise of mankind than on the 
praise of God. 
 
Meditation: We saw in our previous reading that there was a significant turning point in Jesus’ 
ministry: “…the hour has come…” (12:23).  In today’s reading, we see another kind of turning point 
when Jesus “hid himself from them” (:36b).  Why would He intentionally do that?  Had He lost hope 
for them?  His action was a deliberate step of separation and the stated reason was that, even after 
seeing the miracles, “they still did not believe in him” (:37).  Judgment is the ultimate result of 
continued rejection but is not God’s desire. He is “not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).  The compassionate heart of Jesus ached when He cried, “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem … How often would I have gathered your children together…” (Luke 13:34).  
When rejection is continuous and determined, judgment will follow. 
*************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
September 23 W — Reading 191 — Matt. 21:19b-22; Mark 11:19-25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faith Without Doubt — Although Matthew compresses this story chronologically, Mark shows that 
the cursing of the fig tree and the lesson taught by Jesus were actually a day apart.  What is the 
lesson of the withered fig tree?  It is clearly that we should “have faith and … not doubt” (Matt. 21:21).  
Faith even to wither a fig tree?  Even to move a mountain?  Yes, to both.  These are not things of 
great importance that would cause us to desperately beg God for an answer.  Jesus apparently 
cursed the fig tree just to teach a lesson.  We are told to not ask for things selfishly (James 4:3) or for 
things outside of God’s will (1 John 5:14) but Jesus teaches us that we should be asking God for 
things that we want to happen.  There is a strong tendency to dismiss this lesson of faith since we 
don’t know God’s will, but it is of much greater importance that we learn to bring more faith and less 
doubt into our prayers.  Jesus wants to answer our prayers.  Later, He said, “Ask, and you will 

Matthew 21 
19b And the fig tree withered at once.  
 
 
 
 
20 When the disciples saw it,  
 
 
 
they marveled, saying, "How did the fig tree 
wither at once?"  
21 And Jesus answered them,  
 
"Truly, I say to you,  
if you have faith and do not doubt, you will 
not only do what has been done to the fig 
tree,  
but even if you say to this mountain, 'Be 
taken up and thrown into the sea,'  
 
 
it will happen.  
22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will 
receive, if you have faith."  

Mark 11 
 

19 And when evening came they[fn] went out of 
the city.  
 
20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw 
the fig tree withered away to its roots.  
21 And Peter remembered and said to him, 
"Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has 
withered."  
 

 

22 And Jesus answered them,  
"Have faith in God.  
23 Truly, I say to you,  
 
 
 
whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and 
thrown into the sea,'  
and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that 
what he says will come to pass,  
it will be done for him.  
24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in 
prayer, believe that you have received[fn] it, and it 
will be yours.  
25 And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if 
you have anything against anyone, so that your 
Father also who is in heaven may forgive you 
your trespasses."  26 [fn] 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(11:19) Some manuscripts he 
(11:24) Some manuscripts are receiving 
(11:25) Some manuscripts add verse 26: But if you do not 
forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive 
your trespasses 



receive, that your joy may be full” (John 16:24).  We need to be growing in this area of Christian 
living.  Learn His lesson: Believe without doubting! 
***************************** 
 
September 24 Th — Reading 192 — Matt. 21:23-27; Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8 

 
 
 
Challenged Authority — On Sunday of the Passion Week, after entering Jerusalem at His 
Triumphal Entry, Jesus healed “the blind and the lame … in the temple” (Matt. 21:14).  On Monday, 

Matthew 21 
 
 
23 And when he entered the 
temple,  
 
 
 
the chief priests and the 
elders of the people came up 
to him as he was teaching, 
and said, "By what authority 
are you doing these things, 
and who gave you this 
authority?"  
 
24 Jesus answered them,  
"I also will ask you one 
question, and if you tell me 
the answer, then  
I also will tell you by what 
authority I do these things.  
25 The baptism of John, from 
where did it come? From 
heaven or from man?"  
And they discussed it among 
themselves, saying, "If we 
say, 'From heaven,' he will 
say to us, 'Why then did you 
not believe him?' 26 But if we 
say, 'From man,' we are 
afraid of the crowd, for they 
all hold that John was a 
prophet."  
27 So they answered Jesus, 
"We do not know."  
 
And he said to them, "Neither 
will I tell you by what authority 
I do these things.  

Mark 11 
27 And they came again to 
Jerusalem.  
And as he was walking in the 
temple,  
 
 
 
the chief priests and the 
scribes and the elders came to 
him,  
28 and they said to him, "By 
what authority are you doing 
these things, or who gave you 
this authority to do them?"  
 
29 Jesus said to them,  
"I will ask you one question; 
answer me,  
 
and I will tell you by what 
authority I do these things.  
30 Was the baptism of John 
from heaven or from man? 
Answer me."  
31 And they discussed it with 
one another, saying, "If we 
say, 'From heaven,' he will 
say, 'Why then did you not 
believe him?' 32 But shall we 
say, 'From man'?"—they were 
afraid of the people, for they all 
held that John really was a 
prophet.  
33 So they answered Jesus, 
"We do not know."  
 
And Jesus said to them, 
"Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things." 

Luke 20 
1 One day, as Jesus[fn]  
 
 
 
was teaching the people in the 
temple and preaching the 
gospel,  
the chief priests and the 
scribes with the elders came 
up  
2 and said to him, "Tell us by 
what authority you do these 
things, or who it is that gave 
you this authority."  
 
3 He answered them,  
"I also will ask you a question. 
Now tell me,  
 
 
 
4 was the baptism of John 
from heaven or from man?" 5  

 

And they discussed it with one 
another, saying, "If we say, 
'From heaven,' he will say, 
'Why did you not believe him?' 
6 But if we say, 'From man,' all 
the people will stone us to 
death, for they are convinced 
that John was a prophet."  
 
7 So they answered that they 
did not know where it came 
from.  
8 And Jesus said to them, 
"Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(20:1) Greek he 



He cleansed the court of the temple by driving out the merchants.  Now, on Tuesday, Jesus returned 
to the temple and was teaching and preaching there (Luke 21:1).  He was challenged about His 
authority for “doing these things” (healing, cleansing, and teaching) by the chief priests, elders, and 
scribes (members of the ruling Sanhedrin).  What was His authority and where did it come from?  He 
certainly didn’t have their authority and they refused to believe that it came from God.  It is interesting 
that Jesus didn’t argue with them but only asked a question: What was the source of John the 
Baptist’s ministry?  They didn’t think it was from God but they couldn’t admit it in front of the crowd, so 
they lied, saying, “We do not know.”  Don’t you wish that you had the wisdom of Jesus when you are 
confronted about your faith?  Asking questions about what others believe would probably be a better 
approach than trying to prove that we are right and they are wrong.  Maybe their attempts to answer 
our sincere questions will reveal to them the emptiness of their position. 
***************************** 
 
September 25 F — Reading 193 — Matthew 21:28-32 
 
28 "What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.' 29 And he answered, 'I will not,' but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 

And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, 'I go, sir,' but did not go. 31 Which 
of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly, I say to you, the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in 
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.  
 
Admitting Sin — After the Jewish leaders challenged Jesus’ authority, He stopped them in their 
tracks with a question about the source of John the Baptist’s ministry.  Jesus then told three parables 
that applied directly to their hypocrisy.  The first parable is about an openly defiant son whose heart is 
changed vs. his outwardly compliant brother who remains disobedient.  Uncovering the meaning of 
the parable, Jesus said that the first son was like tax collectors and prostitutes—open and obvious 
sinners but willing to change; the second son was like the Pharisees—pretending to be obedient but 
refusing to change.  Probably the hardest kind of person to bring to Christ today are those who refuse 
to recognize and admit that they are sinners.  To them, sin is relative—it is not lying, gossiping, and 
cheating the government but is murdering, committing adultery, and robbing jewelry stores at 
gunpoint.  They also think of sin as external, not internal.  The religious leaders in Jesus’ day 
appeared righteous on the outside but were rotten on the inside.  We also need to be careful about 
that kind of attitude.  Are we being honest about our sin?  Are we willing to look at our inward motives 
and desires?  Do we hide any of our activities from our Christian friends?  Admitting sin is the first 
step of repentance. 
 
Meditation: Jesus told the leaders that “even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your 
minds and believe him” (John the Baptist).  What was the “it” that Jesus referred to?  It referred to the 
tax collectors and prostitutes mentioned earlier in the same verse.  But wasn’t it more about their 
actions that Jesus referred to?  In the contrast presented at the end of v.  32, there were two actions 
involved: to “change your mind” and to “believe.”  Notice that Jesus said that those leaders “saw it”; 
they “saw” the change of mind and belief of the sinners.  How did they see that?  The change was 
revealed by their actions.  It was like the first son who changed from being defiant to being compliant.  
His action of going to the vineyard to work was evidence of the inward change.  Unbelievers see 
evidence of change in our lives as well.  What they do with it is up to them. 
 


