
September 14-18 
 
September 14 M — Reading 184 — Matt. 21:1-6; Mark 11:1-4; Luke 19:29-32; John 12:12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Matthew 21 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Now when they 
drew near to 
Jerusalem and came 
to Bethphage, to the 
Mount of Olives,  
then Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to 
them,  
"Go into the village 
in front of you, and 
immediately you will 
find a donkey tied,  
 
 
and a colt with her.  
Untie them and bring 
them to me.  
3 If anyone says 
anything to you,  
 
you shall say, 'The 
Lord needs them,'  
and he will send 
them at once."  
4 This took place to 
fulfill what was 
spoken by the 
prophet, saying, 5 

"Say to the daughter 
of Zion, 'Behold, 
your king is coming 
to you, humble, and 
mounted on a 
donkey, on a colt,[fn] 
the foal of a beast of 
burden.'" 
6 The disciples went 
and did as Jesus 
had directed them. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(21:5) Or donkey, and on 
a colt 

Mark 11 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Now when they drew 
near to Jerusalem, to 
Bethphage and Bethany, 
at the Mount of Olives,  
 
Jesus[fn] sent two of his 
disciples 2 and said to 
them,  
"Go into the village in 
front of you, and 
immediately as you enter 
it you will find a colt tied, 
on which no one has ever 
sat.  
 
Untie it and bring it.  
 
3 If anyone says to you,  
'Why are you doing this?'  
 
say, 'The Lord has need 
of it  
and will send it back here 
immediately.'" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 And they went away and 
found a colt tied at a door 
outside in the street, and 
they untied it.  
 
ESV Footnote 
(11:1) Greek he 

Luke 19 
 
 
 
 
 

29 When he drew near 
to Bethphage and 
Bethany, at the mount 
that is called Olivet,  
 
he sent two of the 
disciples, 30 saying,  
 
"Go into the village in 
front of you, where on 
entering you will find a 
colt tied,  
on which no one has 
ever yet sat.  
 
Untie it and bring it 
here. 
 31 If anyone asks you,  
'Why are you untying 
it?'  
you shall say this: 'The 
Lord has need of it.'"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32 So those who were 
sent went away and 
found it just as he had 
told them.  

John 12 
12 The next day the large 
crowd that had come to 
the feast heard that Jesus 
was coming to Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Compare Mt.21:4-5 

with John 12:15) 



 
 
 
The Humble King — We will read about Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem in three parts in 
order to concentrate on the great importance of this event.  Here, we are given a wonderful picture of 
who Jesus really is: the promised Messiah.  Although Jesus had revealed to several individuals that 
He was the Messiah, this was His grand, public announcement of that fact.  The prophet Zechariah 
had predicted that when He came, He would be “humble and mounted on a donkey” (9:9).  Notice 
that it is “your king” on that donkey (Matt. 21:5).  The crowd was expecting a political king but Jesus 
was far more than that.  He was the “king of glory” (Psa. 24) … the LORD … Yahweh.  A “humble 
king” almost seems like an oxymoron, but to God, greatness has many dimensions.  In human eyes, 
it is great to be king; in God’s eyes, it is great to be humble.  Sometimes we are humbled by glaring 
mistakes we make but God is more interested in our intentional steps toward humility.  Godly humility 
doesn’t broadcast one’s own accomplishments.  Are you pleased with some strengths you see in your 
own personality or abilities?  Then, thank God for them instead of emphasizing them to others.  Let 
others discover them on their own.  Get on the donkey! 
 
Meditation: Was Jesus’ knowledge of the tied-up donkey and colt the result of His divine 
omniscience or was the connection prearranged?  We saw that He had been at the dinner in Bethany 
the day before (John 12:1) and was now heading toward Jerusalem, about two miles (3 km) away.  
The exact location of Bethphage is not known but it was between Bethany and Jerusalem.  There is 
no indication that Jesus had been there earlier in the week.  If He had arranged it earlier, why would 
the two disciples have to tell the owner that “The Lord has need of it and will send it back here 
immediately”? (Mark 11:3).  Wouldn’t that already be known if it had been prearranged?  On the other 
hand, Jesus told them to say only that the “the Lord” had requested the donkeys.  How would the 
owners know who “the Lord” was?  Does that suggest prearrangement?  The statement that the two 
disciples “found it just as he had told them” (Luke 19:32) seems to suggest surprise or wonder.  How 
might Jesus’ foreknowledge of seeing Nathanael under the fig tree (John 1:48) two years earlier be 
similar to “seeing” these donkeys in advance?  What conclusion did you end up with?  Let me know. 
*************************** 
 



September 15 Tu — Reading 185 — Matt. 21:7-9; Mark 11:5-10; Luke 19:33-38; John 12:13-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 They brought the 
donkey and the colt 
and put on them their 
cloaks, and he sat on 
them.  
 
8 Most of the crowd 
spread their cloaks on 
the road,  
and others cut 
branches from the 
trees and spread them 
on the road.  
 
 
 
 
9 And the crowds that 
went before him and 
that followed him  
 
 
 
were shouting, 
"Hosanna to the Son 
of David! Blessed is 
he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! 
 
 
 
Hosanna in the 
highest!"  
 
 
 
(Compare Mt. 21:4-5 
with John 12:14-15.) 
 
 

Mark 11 
5 And some of those 
standing there said to 
them,  
"What are you doing, 
untying the colt?"  
6 And they told them 
what Jesus had said,  
and they let them go. 
7 And they brought 
the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on 
it, and he sat on it.  
 
 
8 And many spread 
their cloaks on the 
road,  
and others spread 
leafy branches that 
they had cut from the 
fields. 
 
 
 
  
9 And those who went 
before and those 
who followed  
 
 
 
were shouting, 
"Hosanna! Blessed is 
he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! 10 

Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of 
our father David!  
 
Hosanna in the 
highest!"  

Luke 19 
33 And as they were 
untying the colt,  
its owners said to them,  
"Why are you untying 
the colt?"  
34 And they said, "The 
Lord has need of it." 
 

35 And they brought it to 
Jesus, and throwing 
their cloaks on the colt, 
they set Jesus on it.  
 
36 And as he rode 
along, they spread their 
cloaks on the road.  
 
 

 

 

 

37 As he was drawing 
near—already on the 
way down the Mount of 
Olives— 
the whole multitude of 
his disciples  
began to rejoice and 
praise God with a loud 
voice for all the mighty 
works that they had 
seen, 38 saying,  
"Blessed is the King 
who comes in the 
name of the Lord!  
 
 
 
Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest!"  

John 12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 So they took 
branches of palm trees 
and went out to meet 
him,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
crying out,  
"Hosanna! Blessed is 
he who comes in the 
name of the Lord,  
even the King of 
Israel!"  
 
 
 
 
14 And Jesus found a 
young donkey and sat 
on it, just as it is 
written, 15 "Fear not, 
daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is 
coming, sitting on a 
donkey's colt!"  



Hosanna! — The Triumphal Entry happened at the beginning of the Passover week celebration, 
which remembered Israel’s deliverance from slavery in Egypt.  This crowd surrounding Jesus as He 
descended toward Jerusalem was likely anticipating another deliverance from political oppression, 
that of the occupying Romans.  They were shouting, “Hosanna,” which means “save.”  They saw 
Jesus as the promised Messiah who would be their political king, saving them from Rome’s 
domination.  They quoted the messianic statement in Psa. 118:26 by calling out, “Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the LORD!”  They not only believed that Jesus was the king they expected but 
they also felt that Yahweh had sent Him.  He was “the son of David” (Matt. 21:9), the one who would 
set up the “kingdom of our father David” (Mark 11:9).  Many paid homage to Him as they spread their 
cloaks across the road to allow the donkey carrying Jesus to walk over them.  The Triumphal Entry 
happened on the Sunday before the resurrection of Jesus.  We celebrate it today as “Palm Sunday.”  
Children in our churches often march across stages and down aisles waving palm branches.  They 
should also be shouting, “Hosanna!” because that Messiah who first came to introduce salvation as 
the Paschal Lamb will come again to bring salvation—complete victory over sin and our eternal 
reward in heaven.  Say it out loud: “Hosanna!”  The Lord saves! 
*************************** 
 
September 16 W — Reading 186 — Mt. 21:10-11, 14-17; Mark 11:11; Luke 19:39-44; Jn. 12:16-19 

John 12 
16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17 The 
crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the 
dead continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they 
heard he had done this sign.  
 
19 So the Pharisees said to one another, "You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world 
has gone after him."  

Luke 19 
39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples." 40 He 
answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out."  41 And when he drew 
near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, "Would that you, even you, had known on this 
day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will 
come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and 
hem you in on every side 44 and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. 
And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your 
visitation." 



 
 
Crowd Control — The four Gospels are more independent than parallel in their accounts of what 
happened near the end of the Triumphal Entry.  It is interesting to note the frustration of the Jewish 
leaders as they saw this crowd entering Jerusalem.  They were so aggravated because of the size of 
the crowd, that they exclaimed in exaggeration, “Look, the world has gone after him” (John 12:19).  
They were losing control over the people.  Then, they heard the children crying out, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David!” (Matt. 21:15).  They complained to Jesus, “Do you hear what these are saying?” (v.  
16).  Why were they so upset with that?  It was because the children were acknowledging that Jesus 
was the Messiah, the Son of David.  The children were praising God while the religious leaders were 
rejecting the Messiah.  No wonder Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem and declared that it was 
“because you did not know the time of your visitation” (Luke 19:44).  The leaders lost control because 
the crowd believed that Jesus was the prophet promised by Moses and was the Messiah promised 
throughout the Old Testament.  Do some of your friends think you are “out of control” when you are 
“too committed” to God?  Keep on praising God loudly, in your words and in your life! 
*************************** 

Matthew 21 

10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred up, saying, "Who is this?" 11 And the crowds said, 
"This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee." 
 

—temporarily skipped Vv.  12-13 — 
 

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, 
and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and 
the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the 
children crying out in the temple, "Hosanna to the Son of 
David!" they were indignant, 16 and they said to him, "Do 
you hear what these are saying?" And Jesus said to 
them, "Yes; have you never read,  
 
"'Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you 
have prepared praise'?"  
 
17 And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany 
and lodged there.  

Mark 11 
11 And he entered Jerusalem  
 
 
 
 
and went into the temple.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he 
went out to Bethany with the twelve.  



September 17 Th — Reading 187 — Matt. 21:18-19a; Mark 11:12-14 

 
 
Sacrificial Fig Tree — This is another example showing that Matthew’s writing was oriented more 
toward themes than chronology.  Here, he directly connects the cursing of the fig tree (v.  19a) with 
the subsequent lesson taught by Jesus (v. 19b), whereas Mark shows that the cursing of the tree 
happened on Monday and His teaching about it was on Tuesday, events separated by the second 
cleansing of the temple.  There are several questions that came to mind while reading this story.  The 
first is why Jesus left Bethany in the morning without eating breakfast.  Matthew says that it was 
morning and both Gospels say that Jesus was hungry.  Did He get up and leave with His disciples 
before sunrise?  Did Martha have a headache?  Did they eat an early breakfast and it was late in the 
morning by the time they came to the fig tree?  The text does not supply an answer.  The second 
question is why Jesus didn’t know in advance that the fig tree did not have fruit.  We are told that “by 
him all things were created…” (Col. 1:16), so He created the fig tree with its many varieties.  We read 
recently that He seemed to have supernatural knowledge of the location of two donkeys in 
Bethphage.  Was Jesus in His humanity sometimes limited in knowledge?  Mark says that “it was not 
the season for figs” (11:13).  That should have been common knowledge for most people.  Or, was it 
all done in order to teach the disciples a lesson?  Was the sacrificial tree used as an intentional object 
lesson?  That makes sense to me.  Let’s hold off our questions and answers until we read about the 
fig-tree lesson Jesus taught his disciples, after considering the story of another cleansing of the 
temple and other events in Jerusalem that day. 
*************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 21 
 
18 In the morning,  
 
as he was returning to the city,  
he became hungry.  
19a And seeing a fig tree by the wayside,  
 
he went to it and found nothing on it but 
only leaves.  
 
And he said to it, "May no fruit ever come 
from you again!"  

Mark 11 
12 On the following day,  
 
when they came from Bethany,  
 
he was hungry.  
13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf,  
he went to see if he could find anything on it.  
When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves,  
 
for it was not the season for figs.  
14 And he said to it, "May no one ever eat fruit from 
you again."  
And his disciples heard it.  



September 18 F — Reading 188 — Matt. 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:45-48 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Place for Worship — This is the second of two cleansings of the temple by Jesus.  John 2:13-17 
records the first one.  The Jewish leaders and merchants had not learned Jesus’ earlier lesson and 
were again using the Court of Gentiles as a convenient religious marketplace.  The lesson was the 
same in both instances: God’s house is holy.  The first time, Jesus emphasized the obstacle to 
worship, what was causing it to be unholy, i.e., they were making it “a house of trade” (John 2:16).  At 
the second cleansing, Jesus added that the purpose of the temple was to be “a house of prayer” 
(Mark 11:17).  What was wrong had to be removed and what was right needed to be inserted.  Prayer 
was to be more important than profit.  Not only was it to be a place for prayer but Mark adds, quoting 
from Isa. 56:7, that it was to be a place “for all the nations” (Mark 11:17), referring to the Gentiles 
(“foreigners” in Isa. 56:6), who were not allowed to enter the inner courts of the temple.  This market 
atmosphere was their place for worship!  That is like trying to have your prayer time without muting 
the TV news.  Don’t destroy the atmosphere!  Worship is serious business and it deserves being 
done without distraction and without competition. 
 

Matthew 21 
 
12 And Jesus entered the 
temple[fn] and drove out 
all who sold and bought 
in the temple, and he 
overturned the tables of 
the money-changers and 
the seats of those who 
sold pigeons.  
 
 
 
13 He said to them, "It is 
written, 'My house shall 
be called a house of 
prayer,'  
 
but you make it a den of 
robbers."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(21:12) Some manuscripts 
add of God 

Mark 11 
15 And they came to Jerusalem. And 
he entered the temple and began to 
drive out those who sold and those 
who bought in the temple, and he 
overturned the tables of the money-
changers and the seats of those 
who sold pigeons.  
 
 
16 And he would not allow anyone to 
carry anything through the temple.  
17 And he was teaching them and 
saying to them, "Is it not written, 'My 
house shall be called a house of 
prayer  
 
for all the nations'?  
But you have made it a den of 
robbers."  
 
 
 
18 And the chief priests and the 
scribes heard it and  
 
were seeking a way to destroy him, 
 
  
for they feared him,  
because all the crowd was 
astonished at his teaching. 

Luke 19 
 
45 And he entered the temple 
and began to drive out those 
who sold,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
46 saying to them, "It is 
written, 'My house shall be a 
house of prayer,'  
 
 
but you have made it a den 
of robbers."  
 
47 And he was teaching daily 
in the temple.  
The chief priests and the 
scribes and the principal 
men of the people were 
seeking to destroy him,  
48 but they did not find 
anything they could do,  
 
for all the people were 
hanging on his words. 


