
September 7-11 
 

September 7 M — Reading 179 — Matt. 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43 

 
 
 
 

All the More — Does social pressure shut you up?  Often it does but sometimes the subject is just 
too important for silence.  That was the case for Bartimaeus and his blind friend.  They were 

Matthew 20 
 

29 And as they went out of 
Jericho, a great crowd 
followed him.  
30 And behold, there were 
two blind men sitting by the 
roadside,  
and when they heard that  
 
 
Jesus was passing by,  
 
they cried out, "Lord,[fn] have 
mercy on us, Son of David!" 
 
31 The crowd rebuked them, 
telling them to be silent, but 
they cried out all the more, 
"Lord, have mercy on us, 
Son of David!" 
 

32 And stopping, Jesus 
called them  
 
 
 
 
and said, "What do you want 
me to do for you?"  
33 They said to him,  
"Lord, let our eyes be 
opened."  
34 And Jesus in pity touched 
their eyes,  
 
 
 
and immediately they 
recovered their sight and 
followed him. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(20:30) Some manuscripts 
omit Lord 

Mark 10 
46 And they came to Jericho. 
And as he was leaving Jericho 
with his disciples and a great 
crowd,  
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the 
son of Timaeus, was sitting by 
the roadside.  
47 And when he heard that  
 
 
it was Jesus of Nazareth,  
 
he began to cry out and say, 
"Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!"  
48 And many rebuked him, 
telling him to be silent.  
But he cried out all the more, 
"Son of David, have mercy on 
me!"  
 
49 And Jesus stopped and said, 
"Call him." And they called the 
blind man, saying to him, "Take 
heart. Get up; he is calling you." 
50 And throwing off his cloak, he 
sprang up and came to Jesus. 
51 And Jesus said to him, "What 
do you want me to do for you?" 
And the blind man said to him, 
"Rabbi, let me recover my 
sight."  
 
 
52 And Jesus said to him,  
"Go your way; your faith has 
made you well."  
And immediately he recovered 
his sight  
and followed him on the way. 

Luke 18 
35 As he drew near to Jericho,  
 
 
 
a blind man was sitting by the 
roadside begging.  
 
36 And hearing a crowd going 
by, he inquired what this 
meant. 37 They told him, 
"Jesus of Nazareth is passing 
by."  
38 And he cried out, "Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on 
me!"  
39 And those who were in front 
rebuked him, telling him to be 
silent. But he cried out all the 
more, "Son of David, have 
mercy on me!"  
 
40 And Jesus stopped and 
commanded him to be brought 
to him.  
 
 
And when he came near, he 
asked him, 41 "What do you 
want me to do for you?"  
He said,  
"Lord, let me recover my 
sight."  
 
 
42 And Jesus said to him, 
"Recover your sight; your faith 
has made you well."  
43 And immediately he 
recovered his sight  
and followed him,  
glorifying God. And all the 
people, when they saw it, 
gave praise to God. 



desperately blind.  They had heard about Jesus, although most of His ministry was far north in 
Galilee.  From what they had heard, they came to the conclusion that Jesus was the Messiah, 
revealed by their cry, “Son of David!”  When the crowd tried to shut them up, they cried even more 
desperately “all the more” (Mark 10:48).  The majority had a different standard of what was important.  
Like the disciples’ rebuking the parents who brought “unimportant” children to Jesus (Mark 10:13), 
this crowd rebuked these two “unimportant” blind men who were interrupting Jesus’ progress.  Did the 
social pressure shut them up?  No, they were too desperate; the need was too great.  The message 
of the gospel that we have is that important.  Most of us are hesitant to say anything to people about 
the Good News because of our fear of the social pressure of a general rejection of the message.  
Even the anticipation of their rebuke is enough to silence us.  Which is more important to you, the 
acceptance of man or the acceptance of God? 
 
Meditation: Only Matthew tells us that “Jesus in pity touched their eyes” (20:34).  In several other 
situations in Jesus’ ministry, we are told of His compassion.  There seems to be something different 
about this example, however.  Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem for the last time.  He was facing 
death on a cross, yet He touched the eyes of these blind men “in pity.”  When you are in pain, are you 
moved by the pain of others?  When you are in need, are you concerned about the needs of others?  
Normally, our all-about-me orientation blocks out concern for others.  Not Jesus.  Knowing that He 
would be killed a little over a week later, He reached out to two men who needed to see.  Think about 
that kind of unselfish compassion! 
*************************** 
 
September 8 Tu — Reading 180 — Luke 19:1-10 
 
1 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He 
was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of 
the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today." 6 

So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, 
"He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the 
Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of 
anything, I restore it fourfold." 9 And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, 
since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."  
 
Seek and Save — This story ends with Jesus summarizing His ministry: “For the Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost.”  It expresses not only God’s desire to save sinners but also His effort to 
bring it to pass.  His invitation is open to all—the rich or poor and popular or shunned.  Actually, 
Zacchaeus represented two unlikely kinds of people who might be eligible for salvation.  First, he was 
rich.  Jesus had just stated in the previous chapter that “it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God” (18:25).  Nothing is impossible with 
God and here is an example of a rich man who did come to salvation.  Secondly, Zacchaeus was 
considered to be an outcast by his surrounding culture, therefore, in their minds, one who was not 
worthy to be saved.  He symbolized the worst of sinners, considered to be a traitor by the Jews 
because he cooperated with the oppressive Roman government to take money from the people.  Yet, 
Jesus “came to seek” even those kinds of people.  But we must also notice that Zacchaeus was a 
seeker: “…he was seeking to see who Jesus was” (v.  3).  He was apparently seeking only on a 
physical level but he had heard about Jesus and now he wanted to see Him.  But on another level, 
his immediate reaction to Jesus’ attention suggests that he had also been seeking spiritually, knowing 
that he was a sinner and wanting to be freed.  People around us also have that deep longing for 
discovering a higher purpose of life.  They have an innate hunger.  Why don’t you invite someone to 
have dinner at your house and tell them about the eternal life you have found? 



 
Meditation: You probably noticed in our previous reading that Matthew and Mark say that the healing 
of the two blind men happened on Jesus’ way out of Jericho (Matt. 20:29; Mark 10:46), while Luke 
suggests that they were healed as Jesus was entering the city.  Now, we read that after that healing, 
Jesus “entered Jericho and was passing through” (19:1).  Is there a discrepancy here?  Is there an 
error?  When we come to problems like this in Scripture, we must remember what Jesus said in His 
prayer about God’s Word: “…your word is truth” (John 17:17).  We need to look for a possible 
explanation that allows for the apparently conflicting statements to be true.  One good explanation is 
the fact that there were actually two nearby cities called Jericho.  The ancient one was conquered by 
Joshua when the walls fell down (Joshua 6).  Then, about two hundred years before Jesus’ time, a 
new Jericho was built a mile south of the old city.  Later, Herod the Great significantly enlarged its 
palace and added many other buildings, so that in Jesus’ time, it was a thriving city.  It is likely that 
Jesus first went through the old city of Jericho, encountered the blind men as He left, and then arrived 
at the new city of Jericho. 
*************************** 
 
September 9 W — Reading 181 — Luke 19:11-28 
 
11 As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem, and 
because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately. 12 He said therefore, "A 
nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and then return. 13 Calling ten of his 
servants,[fn] he gave them ten minas,[fn] and said to them, 'Engage in business until I come.' 14 But his 
citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, 'We do not want this man to reign over us.' 
15 When he returned, having received the kingdom, he ordered these servants to whom he had given 
the money to be called to him, that he might know what they had gained by doing business. 16 The 
first came before him, saying, 'Lord, your mina has made ten minas more.' 17 And he said to him, 'Well 
done, good servant! [fn] Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority over 
ten cities.' 18 And the second came, saying, 'Lord, your mina has made five minas.' 19 And he said to 
him, 'And you are to be over five cities.' 20 Then another came, saying, 'Lord, here is your mina, which 
I kept laid away in a handkerchief; 21 for I was afraid of you, because you are a severe man. You take 
what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.' 22 He said to him, 'I will condemn you with 
your own words, you wicked servant! You knew that I was a severe man, taking what I did not deposit 
and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why then did you not put my money in the bank, and at my coming 
I might have collected it with interest?' 24 And he said to those who stood by, 'Take the mina from him, 
and give it to the one who has the ten minas.' 25 And they said to him, 'Lord, he has ten minas!' 26 'I tell 
you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but from the one who has not, even what he has 
will be taken away. 27 But as for these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, 
bring them here and slaughter them before me.'"  
 
28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(19:13) Or bondservants; also verse 15 
(19:13) A mina was about three months’ wages for a laborer 
(19:17) Or bondservant; also verse 22 

 
Current Stewardship — Jesus told this parable for two stated reasons: 1) “…because he was near 
Jerusalem” and 2) “…because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately” 
(v.  11).  Jerusalem was the center of the Jewish people and their religion and the crowd at Jericho 
was anticipating that if Jesus were the Messiah, He would soon be setting up His earthly kingdom.  
Not true.  There would be a long delay before the return of Jesus at His Second Coming.  The 
symbolism of the parable suggests that the nobleman is Jesus, the servants with the minas are the 



Christians left behind after Jesus’ ascension, the citizens are opposing unbelievers, the far country is 
heaven, the accounting with rewards and slaughter is the final judgment.  Although the purpose of the 
parable was to emphasize delay, the meat of the teaching for us stresses the importance of our 
faithful stewardship while we wait for Christ’s return.  What are you doing with your mina?  Many 
Christians take this lounge-chair attitude: “As long as I make it to heaven, that is all that matters; I 
don’t care about rewards.”  That was the attitude of the servant who wrapped his mina in a 
handkerchief.  God wants us to be busy in His kingdom’s work.  We don’t know what it will be like to 
“have authority over ten cities” (v.  17).  It is only a symbol but it refers to something very satisfying.  
God has gifted each of us with natural abilities and spiritual gifts to serve Him while we wait.  Step it 
up a notch!  Later, we will be very glad that we did. 
*************************** 
 
September 10 Th — Reading 182 — John 11:55-57 
 
55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country to Jerusalem 
before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They were looking for[fn] Jesus and saying to one another 
as they stood in the temple, "What do you think? That he will not come to the feast at all?" 57 Now the 
chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where he was, he should let 
them know, so that they might arrest him. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(11:56) Greek were seeking for 

 
Ready for Worship — It is because of John’s Gospel that we know the length of Jesus’ ministry was 
just over two years.  Only John mentions three annual Passover celebrations, with the other three 
Gospels focusing only on this final one.  The first Passover mentioned by John, just after Jesus’ first 
miracle of changing water into wine at Cana, was when He used a whip of cords to clear the 
merchants out of the temple (2:13).  The second Passover was mentioned at the time Jesus fed the 
5,000 in Galilee (6:4).  So, here we are reading in early September about the description of the last 
two weeks of Jesus’ life.  One-fourth of the Gospel accounts concentrates on this important time.  
Thousands of pilgrims from throughout Israel came early to go through ceremonial procedures to 
“purify themselves” before the official week began.  That reminds me of Paul’s purification process for 
Christians as we prepare to worship God at the Lord’s Supper: “Let a person examine himself … and 
so eat of the bread and drink of the cup” (1 Cor. 11:28).  Purity before worship.  That would also be 
good to remember at the beginning of our regular prayer time with the Lord, confessing our sins as 
God brings them to our minds. 
 
Meditation: Let’s think about the expectant atmosphere at this final Passover.  First, we have already 
read about the anticipation of Jesus and His disciples.  Jesus knew He was approaching His final 
week on earth and He had pre-warned the Twelve several times in advance.  Thomas had yieldingly 
concluded, “Let us also go, that we may die with him” (John 11:16).  It was an anticipation of death.  
There was also the anticipation of the crowd of people already forming in the temple: “They were 
looking for Jesus” but wondering if “he will not come … at all” (v.  56).  If they had not seen His 
miracles and heard Him teach at a previous Passover, they had heard about Him and wanted to see 
Him.  We might think of that as ministry anticipation.  Why did the crowd doubt that Jesus would show 
up?  The reason is explained in vs. 57: The leaders of the Sanhedrin planned to arrest Jesus.  They 
had already decided what they would do with Jesus.  They would not assassinate Him but would 
have Him killed legally through a trial and compelling the Romans to crucify Him.  This was also an 
anticipation of death.  There is one more subtle anticipation involved in the final act of this drama—
God’s plan.  Jesus was “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)—the 
Passover Lamb.  It was all planned from the beginning and it was finally falling into place.  Perfect 
plan … perfect timing … perfect result! 



*************************** 
 
September 11 F — Reading 183 — Matt. 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-11 

 
 

Matthew 26 
 
6 Now when Jesus was 
at Bethany in the house 
of Simon the leper,[fn]  
 
 
7 a woman came up to 
him with an alabaster 
flask of very expensive 
ointment, and she 
poured it on his head 
as he reclined at table.  
 
 
 
 
8 And when the 
disciples saw it, they 
were indignant, saying,  
"Why this waste? 9 For 
this could have been 
sold for a large sum 
and given to the poor."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(26:6) Leprosy was a term 
for several skin diseases; 
see Leviticus 13 

Mark 14 
 

3 And while he was at 
Bethany in the house of 
Simon the leper,[fn]  
 
 
as he was reclining at table, 
a woman came with an 
alabaster flask of ointment 
of pure nard, very costly, 
and she broke the flask and 
poured it over his head.  
 
 
 
 
4 There were some who 
said to themselves 
indignantly,  
"Why was the ointment 
wasted like that? 5 For this 
ointment could have been 
sold for more than three 
hundred denarii[fn] and given 
to the poor."  
And they scolded her.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(14:3) Leprosy was a term for 
several skin diseases; 
see Leviticus 13 
(14:5) A denarius was a day’s 
wage for a laborer 

John 12 
1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus 
therefore came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised 
from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner 
for him there. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those reclining 
with him at table.  
3 Mary therefore took a pound[fn] of 
expensive ointment made from pure 
nard,  
 
 
and anointed the feet of Jesus and 
wiped his feet with her hair. The house 
was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume.  
4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his 
disciples (he who was about to betray 
him), said,  
5 "Why was this ointment not sold for 
three hundred denarii[fn] and given to 
the poor?"  
 
 
 
 
6 He said this, not because he cared 
about the poor, but because he was a 
thief, and having charge of the 
moneybag he used to help himself to 
what was put into it.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(12:3) Greek litra; a litra (or Roman pound) 
was equal to about 11 1/2 ounces or 327 
grams 
(12:5) A denarius was a day’s wage for a 
laborer 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lev/13/1-59
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lev/13/1-59


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beautiful Waste — With a theme in mind, Matthew and Mark arrange this event nearer the end of 
their Gospels but John keeps it in chronological order.  A different, but similar, earlier event with the 
sinful woman at the Pharisee’s house is described in Luke 7:36ff.  The event we read about today 
happened “six days before the Passover” (John 12:1), so about a week before Jesus’ death.  People 
at this formal dinner had three completely different views about what happened.  First, was the 
perspective of Mary, which was radical devotion.  She expressed it by using very valuable perfume to 
anoint Jesus’ head and feet because He was more valuable to her than all material things.  Washing 
another’s feet was a job for a lowly slave but Mary did it willingly.  Do we love Jesus enough to give 

Matthew 26 (cont.) 
10 But Jesus, aware of 
this, said to them,  
"Why do you trouble 
the woman?  
 
 
For she has done a 
beautiful thing to me.  
11 For you always have 
the poor with you,  
 
 
but you will not always 
have me.  
 

 

12 In pouring this 
ointment on my body, 
she has done it to 
prepare me for burial.  
13 Truly, I say to you, 
wherever this gospel is 
proclaimed in the whole 
world, what she has 
done will also be told in 
memory of her."  

Mark 14 (cont.) 
6 But Jesus said,  
 
"Leave her alone. Why do 
you trouble her?  
 
 
She has done a beautiful 
thing to me.  
7 For you always have the 
poor with you, and 
whenever you want, you 
can do good for them.  
But you will not always have 
me.  
8 She has done what she 
could;  
 
 
she has anointed my body 
beforehand for burial.  
9 And truly, I say to you, 
wherever the gospel is 
proclaimed in the whole 
world, what she has done 
will be told in memory of 
her."  

John 12 (cont.) 
7 Jesus said,  
 
"Leave her alone,  
 
so that she may keep it[fn] for the day 
of my burial.  
 
 
8 For the poor you always have with 
you,  
 
 
but you do not always have me."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 When the large crowd of the Jews 
learned that Jesus[fn] was there, they 
came, not only on account of him but 
also to see Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. 10 So the chief 
priests made plans to put Lazarus to 
death as well, 11 because on account 
of him many of the Jews were going 
away and believing in Jesus.  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(12:7) Or Leave her alone; she intended to 
keep it 
(12:9) Greek he 



sacrificially and worship humbly?  A drastically different perspective was shown by some disciples, 
especially Judas.  Their view was that Mary’s act was a waste.  What was their focus?  Money.  They 
pretended the excuse of wanting to help the poor instead.  Their perspective was critical, selfish, and 
deceptive.  Did you find yourself siding with them as you read?  The third perspective was Jesus’ 
view.  He said, “She has done a beautiful thing to me” (Mark 14:6).  It was not only “beautiful” 
because it showed her generous sacrifice and deep devotion but also because unknowingly, “…she 
has anointed my body beforehand for burial” (vs. 8).  Her act predicted Jesus’ death.  Such different 
perspectives of the same event—devotion, criticism, symbol!  What “beautiful” thing will you “waste” 
on Jesus today?  Time?  Money?  Worship? 
 
Meditation: Who was “Simon the leper” (Matt. 26:6) who lived in Bethany?  If he was a leper, why 
was he hosting a dinner at his house?  Lepers in Israel were required to live separated from society.  
There is an information-hole in this story.  Simon apparently inherited the title of “leper” because he 
used to be a leper but had been healed by Jesus.  Why were we not told that story in any of the 
Gospels?  How many other stories like that don’t we know about?  We will probably meet Simon in 
heaven and we can get the whole story from him.  How many other stories will there be waiting for us 
to discover?  We can fill in all the “holes” in our available Gospel accounts.  We will have all eternity 
to piece together the full story of Jesus’ life and ministry on earth. 
 


