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August 21 Su Reading 233 — Isaiah 49:5-7; 13-26 — A Light for the Nations 
  
5    And now the LORD says, 

he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him; 

and that Israel might be gathered to him— 
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, 

and my God has become my strength— 
6    he says: 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 

I will make you as a light for the nations, 
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

  
7    Thus says the LORD, 

the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 

the servant of rulers: 
“Kings shall see and arise; 

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 
because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
  
  
13   Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; 

break forth, O mountains, into singing! 
For the LORD has comforted his people 

and will have compassion on his afflicted. 
  
14   But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me; 

my Lord has forgotten me.” 
  
15   “Can a woman forget her nursing child, 

that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb? 
Even these may forget, 

yet I will not forget you. 
16   Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; 

your walls are continually before me. 
17   Your builders make haste; [fn] 

your destroyers and those who laid you waste go out from you. 
18   Lift up your eyes around and see; 

they all gather, they come to you. 
As I live, declares the LORD, 

you shall put them all on as an ornament; 
you shall bind them on as a bride does. 

  
19   “Surely your waste and your desolate places 

and your devastated land— 
surely now you will be too narrow for your inhabitants, 



and those who swallowed you up will be far away. 
20   The children of your bereavement 

will yet say in your ears: 
‘The place is too narrow for me; 

make room for me to dwell in.’ 
21   Then you will say in your heart: 

‘Who has borne me these? 
I was bereaved and barren, 

exiled and put away, 
but who has brought up these? 

Behold, I was left alone; 
from where have these come?’” 

  
22   Thus says the Lord GOD: 

“Behold, I will lift up my hand to the nations, 
and raise my signal to the peoples; 

and they shall bring your sons in their arms, [fn] 
and your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders. 

23   Kings shall be your foster fathers, 
and their queens your nursing mothers. 

With their faces to the ground they shall bow down to you, 
and lick the dust of your feet. 

Then you will know that I am the LORD; 
those who wait for me shall not be put to shame.” 

  
24   Can the prey be taken from the mighty, 

or the captives of a tyrant[fn] be rescued? 
25   For thus says the LORD: 

“Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken, 
and the prey of the tyrant be rescued, 

for I will contend with those who contend with you, 
and I will save your children. 

26   I will make your oppressors eat their own flesh, 
and they shall be drunk with their own blood as with wine. 

Then all flesh shall know 
that I am the LORD your Savior, 
and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.” 

 
ESV Footnotes 
(49:3) Or I will display my beauty 
(49:17) Dead Sea Scroll; Masoretic Text Your children make haste 
(49:22) Hebrew in their bosom 
(49:24) Dead Sea Scroll, Syriac, Vulgate (see also verse 25); Masoretic Text of a righteous man 

 
Spreading Light — This chapter contains the second of what is known as the Servant Songs of 
Isaiah, which focus on the promised Messiah (the first one was in Isa. 42:1-9).  One might think at the 
beginning that the expression, “his servant” (49:5), speaks of Isaiah, until verse 6 says that “my 
servant” is to be “a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”  This 
was the predicted person and ministry of Jesus.  Paul quoted this verse in Acts 13:47 when the Jews 
of Antioch (Pisidia) rejected the Gospel message, while the Gentiles accepted it.  (Isaiah 42:6 also 
calls the Messiah “a light for the nations.”)  The Jews have always tended to resist this worldwide 
purpose of God to have Him known by all peoples.  Being God’s chosen people had developed in 
them a selfish prejudice toward Gentiles.  Jesus rebuked that attitude when He drove the merchants 



out of the temple area that was reserved for Gentiles: “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all the nations’?” (Mark 11:17).  This universally-broad salvation was also God’s 
purpose for sending His Son to earth: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son…” 
(John 3:16).  That widespread message of salvation is still being fulfilled today. 
 

The Light of the World is Jesus - YouTube 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
August 22 M Reading 234 — Isaiah 50:1-11 — The Servant’s Obedience 
 
1    Thus says the LORD: 

“Where is your mother’s certificate of divorce, 
with which I sent her away? 

Or which of my creditors is it 
to whom I have sold you? 

Behold, for your iniquities you were sold, 
and for your transgressions your mother was sent away. 

2    Why, when I came, was there no man; 
why, when I called, was there no one to answer? 

Is my hand shortened, that it cannot redeem? 
Or have I no power to deliver? 

Behold, by my rebuke I dry up the sea, 
I make the rivers a desert; 

their fish stink for lack of water 
and die of thirst. 

3    I clothe the heavens with blackness 
and make sackcloth their covering.” 

  
4    The Lord GOD has given me 

the tongue of those who are taught, 
that I may know how to sustain with a word 

him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; 

he awakens my ear 
to hear as those who are taught. 

5    The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious; 
I turned not backward. 

6    I gave my back to those who strike, 
and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 

The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin, 
    The Light of the world is Jesus! 
Like sunshine at noonday, His glory shone in; 
    The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 

Come to the light, ’tis shining for thee; 
    Sweetly the light has dawned upon me; 
Once I was blind, but now I can see: 
    The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 

— Philip Bliss (1875) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1X8Va5dup08


I hid not my face 
from disgrace and spitting. 

  
7    But the Lord GOD helps me; 

therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
8       He who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. 

Who is my adversary? 
Let him come near to me. 

9    Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 

Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; 
the moth will eat them up. 

  
10   Who among you fears the LORD 

and obeys the voice of his servant? 
Let him who walks in darkness 

and has no light 
trust in the name of the LORD 

and rely on his God. 
11   Behold, all you who kindle a fire, 

who equip yourselves with burning torches! 
Walk by the light of your fire, 

and by the torches that you have kindled! 
This you have from my hand: 

you shall lie down in torment. 
 
Who Obeys? — The first stanza of this chapter assigns the blame to Israel for their punishment: 
“…for your iniquities you were sold” (v. 1).  When God called to them, rebelliously, no one answered 
(v. 2).  The next section (vv. 4-9) is the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah that points ahead to 
the coming Messiah, who in contrast to Israel’s resistance, could say, “The Lord GOD has opened my 
ear, and I was not rebellious” (v. 5).  That was the obedient Servant.  Are we that kind of servant?  
When we hear commands in God’s Word, do we respond willingly and obediently, even when there 
may be negative consequences?  Jesus did: “I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to 
those who pull out the beard” (v. 6).  We can also have that courage for obedience because “the Lord 
GOD helps me” (vv. 7, 9).  He is our “ever-present help in trouble” (Ps. 46:1 NIV).  So, God asks us 
this concluding question: “Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant?” (Isa. 
50:10).  Jesus was our example, and we follow Him in obedience. 
 

Footsteps of Jesus - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sweetly, Lord, have we heard Thee calling, 
   "Come, follow Me!" 
And we see where Thy footprints falling, 
   Lead us to Thee. 
 

Footprints of Jesus that make the pathway glow; 
We will follow the steps of Jesus, where’er they go. 
 

— Mary Slade (1871) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vHogDoIYdc


 
************************** 
 
August 23 Tu Reading 235 — Isaiah 51:1-16 — Your Maker and Your God 
 
1    “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 

you who seek the LORD: 
look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2    Look to Abraham your father 

and to Sarah who bore you; 
for he was but one when I called him, 

that I might bless him and multiply him. 
3    For the LORD comforts Zion; 

he comforts all her waste places 
and makes her wilderness like Eden, 

her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
joy and gladness will be found in her, 

thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
  
4    “Give attention to me, my people, 

and give ear to me, my nation; 
for a law[fn] will go out from me, 

and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5    My righteousness draws near, 

my salvation has gone out, 
and my arms will judge the peoples; 

the coastlands hope for me, 
and for my arm they wait. 

6    Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens vanish like smoke, 
the earth will wear out like a garment, 
and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; [fn] 

but my salvation will be forever, 
and my righteousness will never be dismayed. 

  
7    “Listen to me, you who know righteousness, 

the people in whose heart is my law; 
fear not the reproach of man, 

nor be dismayed at their revilings. 
8    For the moth will eat them up like a garment, 

and the worm will eat them like wool; 
but my righteousness will be forever, 

and my salvation to all generations.” 
  
9    Awake, awake, put on strength, 

O arm of the LORD; 
awake, as in days of old, 

the generations of long ago. 
Was it not you who cut Rahab in pieces, 

who pierced the dragon? 



10   Was it not you who dried up the sea, 
the waters of the great deep, 

who made the depths of the sea a way 
for the redeemed to pass over? 

11   And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

  
12   “I, I am he who comforts you; 

who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, 
of the son of man who is made like grass, 

13   and have forgotten the LORD, your Maker, 
who stretched out the heavens 
and laid the foundations of the earth, 

and you fear continually all the day 
because of the wrath of the oppressor, 

when he sets himself to destroy? 
And where is the wrath of the oppressor? 

14   He who is bowed down shall speedily be released; 
he shall not die and go down to the pit, 
neither shall his bread be lacking. 

15   I am the LORD your God, 
who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar— 
the LORD of hosts is his name. 

16   And I have put my words in your mouth 
and covered you in the shadow of my hand, 

establishing[fn] the heavens 
and laying the foundations of the earth, 
and saying to Zion, ‘You are my people.’” 

 
ESV Footnotes 
(51:4) Or for teaching; also verse 7 
(51:6) Or will die like gnats 
(51:16) Or planting 

 
Righteous Salvation — Three times in this passage, God repeats, “…my righteousness … my 
salvation” (vv. 5, 6, 8).  The first time, the context is that of judgment (“… my arms will judge the 
peoples”—v. 5).  Because of their persistent rebellion, Israel had been conquered by Gentiles and 
handled brutally.  God would rescue them: “My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out” 
(v. 5).  Even in God’s discipline, He still loves us and only wants to restore to us a life of 
righteousness.  The second time this phrase is mentioned, it stresses the permanence of God’s 
salvation: “…but my salvation will be forever … and my righteousness will never be dismayed [will 
never fail--NIV]” (v. 6b).  Although what we know of the heavens and the earth will have a limited 
future, God’s salvation will exist for eternity.  In the last place this expression is used, it stresses the 
eternal nature of righteousness (“…but my righteousness will be forever, and my salvation to all 
generations”—v. 8).  Isn’t it interesting that what is material has a limited lifetime, but immaterial 
righteousness and salvation will last forever?!  Are we preparing for heaven by concentrating on what 
is eternal? 
 
 



Eternity - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
August 24 W Reading 236 — Isaiah 52:1-15 — Redeemed Without Money 
 
1    Awake, awake, 

put on your strength, O Zion; 
put on your beautiful garments, 

O Jerusalem, the holy city; 
for there shall no more come into you 

the uncircumcised and the unclean. 
2    Shake yourself from the dust and arise; 

be seated, O Jerusalem; 
loose the bonds from your neck, 

O captive daughter of Zion. 
  
3 For thus says the LORD: “You were sold for nothing, and you shall be redeemed without 
money.” 4 For thus says the Lord GOD: “My people went down at the first into Egypt to sojourn there, 
and the Assyrian oppressed them for nothing.[fn] 5 Now therefore what have I here,” declares the 
LORD, “seeing that my people are taken away for nothing? Their rulers wail,” declares the LORD, 
“and continually all the day my name is despised. 6 Therefore my people shall know my name. 
Therefore in that day they shall know that it is I who speak; here I am.” 
  
7    How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

who publishes salvation, 
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

8    The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 
together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 
the return of the LORD to Zion. 

9    Break forth together into singing, 
you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

10   The LORD has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

  
11   Depart, depart, go out from there; 

touch no unclean thing; 
go out from the midst of her; purify yourselves, 

you who bear the vessels of the LORD. 

I will be Yours; You will be mine, 
    Together in the eternity. 
Our hearts of love will be entwined, 
    Together in the eternity 
    Forever in the eternity. 
 

— Brian Doerksen (2008) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvWMX6XVI_o


12   For you shall not go out in haste, 
and you shall not go in flight, 

for the LORD will go before you, 
and the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 

  
13   Behold, my servant shall act wisely; [fn] 

he shall be high and lifted up, 
and shall be exalted. 

14   As many were astonished at you— 
his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, 
and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 

15   so shall he sprinkle[fn] many nations; 
kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 

for that which has not been told them they see, 
and that which they have not heard they understand. 

 
ESV Footnotes 
(52:4) Or the Assyrian has oppressed them of late 
(52:13) Or shall prosper 
(52:15) Or startle 

 
Here I am! — This chapter begins with God’s emphasized call to Israel, “Awake, awake” (v. 1).  They 
were missing important things that God was doing.  One of the things they were missing was this: 
“Your God reigns” (v. 7).  God was in control, even during their enslavement in Egypt and their exile 
to Babylon and other nations (v. 4).  There would be a later time, however, where God’s presence 
would be even nearer to them: “Therefore in that day they shall know that it is I who speak; here I am” 
(v. 6).  In one way, “that day” has already come for us, the day of the first “return of the LORD to Zion” 
(v. 8).  Jesus came as the promised Messiah to bring “good news” (v. 7), not only to Israel, but also to 
the whole world.  Then, we come to the last of the four Servant Songs about the Messiah (Isa. 52:13 
— 53:12), where “my servant … shall be high and lifted up” (v. 13).  But the religious leaders of the 
Jews rejected Him and saw Him “lifted up” on a cross where “his appearance was … marred, beyond 
human semblance…” (v. 14).  Most Jews today still reject Him, but there will be a later time for them, 
still in the future, when Jesus will return in clouds of glory, and “every eye will see him, even those 
who pierced him…” (Rev. 1:7), and “every knee shall bow” (Isa. 45:23; cf. Rom. 14:11).  Maranatha! 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, Return! - Bing Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, return! 
The desire of my heart is 
    To see Jesus return. 
How I long for the day, 
    We will meet face to face. 
With Your beauty displayed 
    As bright as the sun. 
We cry, Jesus come! 
 

— Jorgemar Madeira (b. 1960) 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Maranatha%2c+come+lord+jesus+lyrics&docid=608022929668861982&mid=55F247F4AE8C5614BC8955F247F4AE8C5614BC89&view=detail&FORM=VIRE


August 25 Th Reading 237 — Isaiah 53:1-12 — The Suffering Servant 
 
1    Who has believed what he has heard from us?[fn] 

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2    For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3    He was despised and rejected[fn] by men; 

a man of sorrows, [fn] and acquainted with[fn] grief; [fn] 
and as one from whom men hide their faces[fn] 

he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
 
4    Surely he has borne our griefs 

and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5    But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

and with his wounds we are healed. 
6    All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 

the iniquity of us all. 
  
7    He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
so he opened not his mouth. 

8    By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people? 

9    And they made his grave with the wicked 
and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

  
10    Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 

he has put him to grief; [fn] 
when his soul makes[fn] an offering for guilt, 

he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 

11    Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see[fn] and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

make many to be accounted righteous, 
and he shall bear their iniquities. 

12    Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, [fn] 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, [fn] 

because he poured out his soul to death 



and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 

and makes intercession for the transgressors. 
  
ESV Footnotes 
(53:1) Or Who has believed what we have heard? 
(53:3) Or forsaken 
(53:3) Or pains; also verse 4 
(53:3) Or and knowing 
(53:3) Or sickness; also verse 4 
(53:3) Or as one who hides his face from us 
(53:10) Or he has made him sick 
(53:10) Or when you make his soul 
(53:11) Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scroll he shall see light 
(53:12) Or with the great 
(53:12) Or with the numerous 

 
The Perfect Sacrifice — This is one of the most amazing chapters in the Bible.  Over 700 years 
before Christ was born, Isaiah predicted the ministry and death of Jesus so clearly that when it is read 
to some modern Jews, they think it is part of the New Testament.  How can they read this chapter 
and not admit that they missed the Messiah?!  Next year, when we study “Knowing Jesus,” we will 
look at this chapter much more closely, considering each stanza separately.  The core of this 
message is that the Messiah would be the perfect sacrifice for man’s sin.  As God required 
unblemished animal sacrifices in the Law, so Jesus became the purely innocent, willing, and 
submissive sacrifice for our sins.  What a Sacrifice!  What a plan!  What a Savior! 
 

Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners! - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
August 26 F Reading 238 — Isaiah 54:1-17 — I Will Have Compassion on You 
 
1    “Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; 

break forth into singing and cry aloud, 
you who have not been in labor! 

For the children of the desolate one will be more 
than the children of her who is married,” says the LORD. 

2    “Enlarge the place of your tent, 
and let the curtains of your habitations be stretched out; 

do not hold back; lengthen your cords 
and strengthen your stakes. 

3    For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, 
and your offspring will possess the nations 
and will people the desolate cities. 

Jesus! What a Friend for sinners! 
    Jesus! Lover of my soul. 
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
    He, my Savior, makes me whole. 
 
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
Hallelujah! What a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, 
    He is with me to the end. 
 

— J. Wilbur Chapman (1910) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QdtAtC99rH0


  
4    “Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; 

be not confounded, for you will not be disgraced; 
for you will forget the shame of your youth, 

and the reproach of your widowhood you will remember no more. 
5    For your Maker is your husband, 

the LORD of hosts is his name; 
and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, 

the God of the whole earth he is called. 
6    For the LORD has called you 

like a wife deserted and grieved in spirit, 
like a wife of youth when she is cast off, 

says your God. 
7    For a brief moment I deserted you, 

but with great compassion I will gather you. 
8    In overflowing anger for a moment 

I hid my face from you, 
but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,” 

says the LORD, your Redeemer. 
  
9    “This is like the days of Noah[fn] to me: 

as I swore that the waters of Noah 
should no more go over the earth, 

so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you, 
and will not rebuke you. 

10   For the mountains may depart 
and the hills be removed, 

but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, 
and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,” 
says the LORD, who has compassion on you. 

  
11   “O afflicted one, storm-tossed and not comforted, 

behold, I will set your stones in antimony, 
and lay your foundations with sapphires. [fn] 

12   I will make your pinnacles of agate, [fn] 
your gates of carbuncles, [fn] 
and all your wall of precious stones. 

13   All your children shall be taught by the LORD, 
and great shall be the peace of your children. 

14   In righteousness you shall be established; 
you shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear; 
and from terror, for it shall not come near you. 

15   If anyone stirs up strife, 
it is not from me; 

whoever stirs up strife with you 
shall fall because of you. 

16   Behold, I have created the smith 
who blows the fire of coals 
and produces a weapon for its purpose. 

I have also created the ravager to destroy; 
17      no weapon that is fashioned against you shall succeed, 

and you shall refute every tongue that rises against you in judgment. 



This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD 
and their vindication[fn] from me, declares the LORD.” 

  
ESV Footnotes 
(54:9) Some manuscripts For this is as the waters of Noah 
(54:11) Or lapis lazuli 
(54:12) Or jasper, or ruby 
(54:12) Or crystal 
(54:17) Or righteousness 

 
Corrective Punishment — Go back and read verse 5 again!  It is a stack of descriptions of who God 
is and what He has done.  He is our Creator (“your Maker”), and His close, caring relationship with us 
is like being “your husband.”  His widespread rule of everything describes Him as “the LORD of hosts 
… the Holy One of Israel … [and] the God of the whole earth.”  What He does for His people is to 
save them (“your Redeemer”).  All of this comes after God punished Israel with the sword of other 
nations.  It was corrective punishment: “For a brief moment I deserted you, but with great compassion 
I will gather you” (v. 7).  God’s promised goodness would be greatly expanded after the coming of the 
Messiah: “For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess the 
nations…” (v. 3).  God still “spanks” His people today in order to bring them toward righteous living.  
He does it in compassion for our wellbeing.  His way is the best way and He helps us keep on track. 
 

Have Thine Own Way, Lord! - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**************************  
 
August 27 Sa Reading 239 — Isaiah 55:1-13 — Invitation to Eternal Satisfaction 
 
1    “Come, everyone who thirsts, 

come to the waters; 
    and he who has no money, 

come, buy and eat! 
    Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price. 
2    Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
    Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3    Incline your ear, and come to me; 

hear, that your soul may live; 
    and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4    Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5    Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 

and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 
    because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, 

for he has glorified you. 

Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way! 
Thou art the potter, I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me after Thy will, 
While I am waiting, yielded and still. 
 

— Adelaide Pollard (1906) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D29AE8YVSFU


  
6    “Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

call upon him while he is near; 
7    let the wicked forsake his way, 

and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
    let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8    For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9    For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

  
10   “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

and do not return there but water the earth, 
    making it bring forth and sprout, 

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11   so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

it shall not return to me empty, 
    but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
  
12   “For you shall go out in joy 

and be led forth in peace; 
    the mountains and the hills before you 

shall break forth into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

13   Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

    and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

 
Purposeful Word — As God’s steadfast love extended to David (vv. 3-4), so would it be applied to 
His descendent, Jesus the Messiah.  Through Jesus, it extends to us, His followers.  This is a chapter 
of invitation from God, with the word “come” appearing four times in the first verse.  The proper 
response to that call is repentance: “…let the wicked forsake his way, and … let him return to the 
LORD” (v. 7).  God uses His Word in this repentance process as a tool for bringing people to Himself: 
“...my word … that goes out from my mouth … shall accomplish that which I purpose…” (v. 11).  That 
is why we need to memorize and use God’s Word in reaching out to friends with the Good News.  It is 
powerful and purposeful.  I bought a Bible in college and began to read the New Testament every 
night, underlining things that stood out to me.  A little 
over one year later, I surrendered my life to Christ.  After 
I was converted, that same Bible became like a new 
book to me, being far more meaningful than before.  
God’s Word is powerful, and it is His purpose to use it to 
change lives and bring us to a fuller understanding of 
One whose ways and thoughts are so much higher than 
ours (v. 9). 
 

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken - YouTube 

 
 

Glorious things of Thee are spoken, 
    Zion, city of our God; 
He whose word cannot be broken, 
    Formed you for his own abode. 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 
    What can shake your sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
    You may smile at all your foes. 
 

— John Newton (1779) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNQOcpECk4A

