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August 7 Su Reading 219 — Isaiah 30:8-22 — The Teacher of Israel 
  
8    And now, go, write it before them on a tablet 

and inscribe it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come 

as a witness forever. [fn] 
9    For they are a rebellious people, 

lying children, 
children unwilling to hear 

the instruction of the LORD; 
10   who say to the seers, “Do not see,” 

and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; 
speak to us smooth things, 

prophesy illusions, 
11   leave the way, turn aside from the path, 

let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 
12   Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, 

“Because you despise this word 
and trust in oppression and perverseness 
and rely on them, 

13   therefore this iniquity shall be to you 
like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, 
whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 

14   and its breaking is like that of a potter’s vessel 
that is smashed so ruthlessly 

that among its fragments not a shard is found 
with which to take fire from the hearth, 
or to dip up water out of the cistern.” 

  
15   For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 

“In returning[fn] and rest you shall be saved; 
in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 

16   But you were unwilling, and you said, 
“No! We will flee upon horses”; 

therefore you shall flee away; 
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 

therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
17    A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 

at the threat of five you shall flee, 
till you are left 

like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 
like a signal on a hill. 

  
18    Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you, 

and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. 
For the LORD is a God of justice; 

blessed are all those who wait for him. 
  
19 For a people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He will surely be gracious 
to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, he answers you. 20 And though the Lord give 



you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself anymore, 
but your eyes shall see your Teacher. 21 And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is 
the way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. 22 Then you will defile your 
carved idols overlaid with silver and your gold-plated metal images. You will scatter them as unclean 
things. You will say to them, “Be gone!” 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(30:8) Some Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac, Targum, Vulgate, and Greek versions; Masoretic Text forever and ever 
(30:15) Or repentance 

 
Accepting Guidance — This passage was written for people who live today, because God told 
Isaiah to write it “for the time to come” (v. 8).  It was also written for us “as a witness forever [about] … 
rebellious people … unwilling to hear the instruction of the LORD” (vv. 8-9).  In Isaiah’s time, Judah 
was being threatened by the Assyrians from the north.  Judah’s desire was either to ask Egypt for 
help or to flee to Egypt for safety.  Since they didn’t want to hear what God had to say (“…you 
despise this word”—v. 12), God let them know that “In returning [or repentance] and rest you shall be 
saved” (v. 16), and then He waited (“Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you”—v. 18a).  God 
will allow us to go our own way and suffer the painful consequences.  He will wait for us.  Thankfully, 
it is also true that “blessed are all those who wait for him” (v. 18b).  Which side of the waiting do you 
want to be on—the discipline side or the repentance side?  The last paragraph in this passage 
projects ahead to our time, to the new covenant era when the Holy Spirit dwells within the believer’s 
heart to guide us along the right path.  He says to us, “This is the way, walk in it” (v. 21). 
 

Lead Me, Guide Me - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
August 8 M Reading 220 — Isaiah 33:5-22 — Yahweh Will Save Us 
  
5    The LORD is exalted, for he dwells on high; 

he will fill Zion with justice and righteousness, 
6    and he will be the stability of your times, 

abundance of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge; 
the fear of the LORD is Zion’s[fn] treasure. 

  
7    Behold, their heroes cry in the streets; 

the envoys of peace weep bitterly. 
8    The highways lie waste; 

the traveler ceases. 
Covenants are broken; 

cities[fn] are despised; 

I am weak, and I need Thy strength and power 
    To help me over my weakest hour; 
Help me through the darkness Thy face to see, 
    Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 
Lead me, guide me along the way; 
    For if You lead me, I cannot stray; 
Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 
     Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 

— Doris Akers (1923-1995) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUnJy_qwv9s


there is no regard for man. 
9    The land mourns and languishes; 

Lebanon is confounded and withers away; 
Sharon is like a desert, 

and Bashan and Carmel shake off their leaves. 
  
10   “Now I will arise,” says the LORD, 

“now I will lift myself up; 
now I will be exalted. 

11   You conceive chaff; you give birth to stubble; 
your breath is a fire that will consume you. 

12   And the peoples will be as if burned to lime, 
like thorns cut down, that are burned in the fire.” 

  
13   Hear, you who are far off, what I have done; 

and you who are near, acknowledge my might. 
14   The sinners in Zion are afraid; 

trembling has seized the godless: 
“Who among us can dwell with the consuming fire? 

Who among us can dwell with everlasting burnings?” 
15   He who walks righteously and speaks uprightly, 

who despises the gain of oppressions, 
who shakes his hands, lest they hold a bribe, 

who stops his ears from hearing of bloodshed 
and shuts his eyes from looking on evil, 

16   he will dwell on the heights; 
his place of defense will be the fortresses of rocks; 
his bread will be given him; his water will be sure. 

  
17   Your eyes will behold the king in his beauty; 

they will see a land that stretches afar. 
18   Your heart will muse on the terror: 

“Where is he who counted, where is he who weighed the tribute? 
Where is he who counted the towers?” 

19   You will see no more the insolent people, 
the people of an obscure speech that you cannot comprehend, 
stammering in a tongue that you cannot understand. 

20   Behold Zion, the city of our appointed feasts! 
Your eyes will see Jerusalem, 
an untroubled habitation, an immovable tent, 

whose stakes will never be plucked up, 
nor will any of its cords be broken. 

21   But there the LORD in majesty will be for us 
a place of broad rivers and streams, 

where no galley with oars can go, 
nor majestic ship can pass. 

22   For the LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; 
the LORD is our king; he will save us. 

  
ESV Footnotes 
(33:6) Hebrew his 
(33:8) Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scroll witnesses 



 
Conversion — Jerusalem was in great trouble, being attacked by Assyria.  Although money was 
given to them to leave, they continued to attack (“Covenants are broken”—v. 8).  Judah’s soldiers “cry 
in the streets” (v. 7) and “The land mourns and languishes” (v. 9).  That seems like a terrible picture of 
hopelessness, but it is actually a perfect time for God to save.  It is only then that God exclaims, “Now 
I will arise … now I will lift myself up … now I will be exalted” (v. 10).  God was waiting for the people 
to come to the realization of their desperate need and to call on Him for help.  Many of us did not 
come to God and find salvation until we were at the bottom of something like financial failure, a 
broken relationship, or being controlled by some sinful habit.  Repentance comes before conversion.  
It involves recognizing our need and being willing to admit it.  It is only then that “Your eyes will 
behold the king in his beauty” (v. 17).  That is when we are converted, becoming a new person, 
spiritually.  One’s attitude changes toward sin so that he/she “walks righteously and speaks uprightly” 
(v. 15a), and is disgusted with things like oppression, bribes, bloodshed, and evil (v. 15b).  God has 
become our Savior: “…there the LORD in majesty will be for us” (v. 21).  He becomes “our judge … 
our lawgiver … our king … [and] he will save us” (v. 22). 
 

Our God Saves - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
August 9 Tu Reading 221 — Isaiah 37:14-32 — You Alone Are God 
 
14 Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up 
to the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 15 And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: 16 “O 
LORD of hosts, God of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all the 
kingdoms of the earth; you have made heaven and earth. 17 Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear; 
open your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to 
mock the living God. 18 Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations and their 
lands, 19 and have cast their gods into the fire. For they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, 
wood and stone. Therefore they were destroyed. 20 So now, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, 
that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone are the LORD.” 
 
21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
Because you have prayed to me concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria, 22 this is the word that the 
LORD has spoken concerning him: 
  

“‘She despises you, she scorns you— 

In the name of the Father, in the name of the Son, 
In the name of the Spirit, Lord, we come. 
Gathered together to lift up Your name, 
To call on our Savior, to fall on Your grace. 
Hear the joyful sound of our offering, 
As Your saints bow down, as Your people sing. 
We will rise with You, lifted on Your wings. 
And the world will see that, 
    Our God saves, our God saves! 
There is hope in Your name. 
Mourning turns to songs of praise. 
    Our God saves, our God saves! 
 

— Paul Baloche, Brenton Brown (2007) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9ksZnAhIFU


the virgin daughter of Zion; 
she wags her head behind you— 

the daughter of Jerusalem. 
  
23   “‘Whom have you mocked and reviled? 

Against whom have you raised your voice 
and lifted your eyes to the heights? 

Against the Holy One of Israel! 
24   By your servants you have mocked the Lord, 

and you have said, With my many chariots 
I have gone up the heights of the mountains, 

to the far recesses of Lebanon, 
to cut down its tallest cedars, 

its choicest cypresses, 
to come to its remotest height, 

its most fruitful forest. 
25   I dug wells 

and drank waters, 
to dry up with the sole of my foot 

all the streams of Egypt. 
  
26   “‘Have you not heard 

that I determined it long ago? 
I planned from days of old 

what now I bring to pass, 
that you should make fortified cities 

crash into heaps of ruins, 
27   while their inhabitants, shorn of strength, 

are dismayed and confounded, 
and have become like plants of the field 

and like tender grass, 
like grass on the housetops, 

blighted[fn] before it is grown. 
  
28   “‘I know your sitting down 

and your going out and coming in, 
and your raging against me. 

29   Because you have raged against me 
and your complacency has come to my ears, 

     I will put my hook in your nose 
and my bit in your mouth, 

     and I will turn you back on the way 
by which you came.’ 

  
30 “And this shall be the sign for you: this year you shall eat what grows of itself, and in the second 
year what springs from that. Then in the third year sow and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat their 
fruit. 31 And the surviving remnant of the house of Judah shall again take root downward and bear fruit 
upward. 32 For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and out of Mount Zion a band of survivors. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(37:27) Some Hebrew manuscripts and 2 Kings 19:26; most Hebrew manuscripts a field 



 
Saved for Glory — I love this piece of Israel’s history.  It shows King Hezekiah’s great faith in God 
during a deadly threat to Jerusalem’s survival.  After he received a threatening letter from the 
Assyrian forces surrounding the city, he “spread it before the LORD” in the temple (v. 14).  It was a 
symbolic gesture of complete dependence on God.  He knew that Yahweh was the “God of Israel … 
you alone … you who have made heaven and earth” (v. 16)—the Covenant God and the Creator 
God.  Hezekiah’s prayer request was one simple sentence, composed of two parts.  First, he asked 
for God to “save us from his hand” (v. 20a).  That was a prayer for rescue.  The second part 
expressed a purpose for his request: “…that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone 
are the LORD” (v. 20b).  It was also an evangelistic prayer—Hezekiah wanted to broadcast the 
greatness and reality of the only true God.  He wanted God to receive the glory.  God answered 
Hezekiah’s prayer in a dramatic way with “the angel of the LORD” wiping out the Assyrian army, 
killing 185,000 soldiers during the night (cf. v. 36).  Now, that would get the attention of other nations!  
God has saved us, too, from the destructive terror of Satan’s army.  People around us can see that 
we are different.  We need to tell them why.  Let God receive the glory! 
 

Thank You, Lord, for Saving My Soul - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
August 10 W Reading 222 —  Psalm 76:1-12 — You Are to Be Feared 
 
To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Psalm of Asaph. A Song. 
 
1    In Judah God is known; 

his name is great in Israel. 
2    His abode has been established in Salem, 

his dwelling place in Zion. 
3    There he broke the flashing arrows, 

the shield, the sword, and the weapons of war. Selah 
  
4    Glorious are you, more majestic 

than the mountains full of prey. 
5    The stouthearted were stripped of their spoil; 

they sank into sleep; 
all the men of war 

were unable to use their hands. 
6    At your rebuke, O God of Jacob, 

both rider and horse lay stunned. 
  
7    But you, you are to be feared! 

Who can stand before you 

I trust in Him from day to day, 
    I prove His saving grace. 
I’ll sing this song of praise to Him 
    Until I see His face. 
 

Thank You, Lord, for saving my soul. 
Thank You, Lord, for making me whole. 
Thank You, Lord, for giving to me 
Thy great salvation so rich and free. 
 

— Seth and Bessie Sykes (1940) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqes9wqdc4s


when once your anger is roused? 
8    From the heavens you uttered judgment; 

the earth feared and was still, 
9    when God arose to establish judgment, 

to save all the humble of the earth. Selah 
  
10   Surely the wrath of man shall praise you; 

the remnant[fn] of wrath you will put on like a belt. 
11   Make your vows to the LORD your God and perform them; 

let all around him bring gifts 
to him who is to be feared, 

12   who cuts off the spirit of princes, 
who is to be feared by the kings of the earth. 

 
ESV Footnote 
(76:10) Or extremity 

 
Paralyzing Fear and Worshiping Fear — It is very tempting to believe that this psalm was written 
about Hezekiah’s encounter with the Assyrian army that we read about yesterday.  Since “the angel 
of the LORD” mysteriously struck down 185,000 soldiers during the night (Isa. 37:36), our psalm for 
today seems to hint at that, saying that “they sank into sleep … both rider and horse lay stunned” (Ps. 
76:5-6).  Another connection to that dramatic rescue is that King Hezekiah prayed that the result of 
the victory would cause other nations to “know that you alone are the LORD” (Isa. 37:20).  In today’s 
psalm, four times in verses 7-12, it says that the result of divine judgment is that God is “to be feared.”  
It is a paralyzing fear for the oppressors because God “cuts off the spirit of princes … [and] is to be 
feared by the kings” (Ps. 76:12).  On the other hand, it was a worshiping fear for those who had been 
rescued; they were to make vows to God, perform them, and “bring gifts to him who is to be feared” 
(v. 11).  The only negative fear we believers should have toward God is His discipline for our straying 
and persisting in sin.  Our primary fear toward Him should be one of gratitude for who He is and what 
He has done for us. 
 

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
August 11 Th Reading 223 — Isaiah 40:1-31 — Incomparable God 
 
1    Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2    Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her 
that her warfare[fn] is ended, 

that her iniquity is pardoned, 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
    raise the song of harvest-home; 
All is safely gathered in, 
    ere the winter storms begin. 
God our Maker doth provide 
    for our wants to be supplied; 
Come to God's own temple, come, 
    raise the song of harvest-home. 
 

— Henry Alford (1844) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5FqdCskC0QE


that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
double for all her sins. 

  
3    A voice cries: [fn] 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

4    Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. 

5    And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

  
6    A voice says, “Cry!” 

And I said,[fn] “What shall I cry?” 
All flesh is grass, 

and all its beauty[fn] is like the flower of the field. 
7    The grass withers, the flower fades 

when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 
surely the people are grass. 

8    The grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the word of our God will stand forever. 

  
9    Go on up to a high mountain, 

O Zion, herald of good news; [fn] 
lift up your voice with strength, 

O Jerusalem, herald of good news; [fn] 
lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 
“Behold your God!” 

10   Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 

11   He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead those that are with young. 

  
12   Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand 

and marked off the heavens with a span, 
enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure 

and weighed the mountains in scales 
and the hills in a balance? 

13   Who has measured[fn] the Spirit of the LORD, 
or what man shows him his counsel? 

14   Whom did he consult, 
and who made him understand? 

Who taught him the path of justice, 
and taught him knowledge, 
and showed him the way of understanding? 



15   Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, 
and are accounted as the dust on the scales; 
behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust. 

16   Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, 
nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering. 

17   All the nations are as nothing before him, 
they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness. 

  
18   To whom then will you liken God, 

or what likeness compare with him? 
19   An idol! A craftsman casts it, 

and a goldsmith overlays it with gold 
and casts for it silver chains. 

20   He who is too impoverished for an offering 
chooses wood[fn] that will not rot; 

he seeks out a skillful craftsman 
to set up an idol that will not move. 

  
21   Do you not know? Do you not hear? 

Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

22   It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 

23   who brings princes to nothing, 
and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 

  
24   Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 

scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows on them, and they wither, 

and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
  
25   To whom then will you compare me, 

that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 
26   Lift up your eyes on high and see: 

who created these? 
He who brings out their host by number, 

calling them all by name, 
by the greatness of his might, 

and because he is strong in power 
not one is missing. 

  
27   Why do you say, O Jacob, 

and speak, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the LORD, 

and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
28   Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 
his understanding is unsearchable. 



29   He gives power to the faint, 
and to him who has no might he increases strength. 

30   Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
and young men shall fall exhausted; 

31   but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 

they shall run and not be weary; 
they shall walk and not faint. 

 
ESV Footnotes 
(40:2) Or hardship 
(40:3) Or A voice of one crying 
(40:6) Revocalization based on Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint, Vulgate; Masoretic Text And someone says 
(40:6) Or all its constancy 
(40:9) Or O herald of good news to Zion 
(40:9) Or O herald of good news to Jerusalem 
(40:13) Or has directed 
(40:20) Or He chooses valuable wood 

 
Mighty God — We could have spent a whole week on the attributes and activities of God contained 
in the stanzas of this chapter!  His tender and comforting forgiveness is the theme of verses 1-2.  We 
rejoice in that today.  The still-future revelation of His glory is in verses 3-5.  We look forward to that.  
The unchanging, everlasting nature of His word (vv. 6-8) assures us that we can always trust it.  
God’s great strength, combined with His gentleness (vv. 9-11), gives us comfort, peace, and 
encouragement.  There is the vastness of His creative ability and understanding in verses 12-17 that 
fills us with wonder.  The laughable comparison of our living God with a crafted idol (vv. 18-20) makes 
us grateful that we have a personal relationship with Yahweh.  As King of Creation, He rules over all 
(vv. 21-24).  Since He is sovereign, we submit to His wisdom and authority.  Another comparison of 
God is to His creation (vv. 25-26), which reminds us that He is infinite.  The final stanza summarizes 
these many attributes and activities of God: He is eternal, creator, enduring, understanding, and He 
strengthens us—part of His creation (vv. 27-31).  Wow, what a mighty God! 
 

What a Mighty God We Serve - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
August 12 F Reading 224 — Isaiah 41:1-20 — I Am the One Who Helps You 
 
1    Listen to me in silence, O coastlands; 

let the peoples renew their strength; 
let them approach, then let them speak; 

let us together draw near for judgment. 
  
2    Who stirred up one from the east 

whom victory meets at every step? [fn] 
He gives up nations before him, 

What a mighty God we serve. 
What a mighty God we serve. 
Angels bow before Him. 
Heaven and earth adore Him. 
What a mighty God we serve. 
 

— Anonymous 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoTFaNFzffg


so that he tramples kings underfoot; 
he makes them like dust with his sword, 

like driven stubble with his bow. 
3    He pursues them and passes on safely, 

by paths his feet have not trod. 
4    Who has performed and done this, 

calling the generations from the beginning? 
I, the LORD, the first, 

and with the last; I am he. 
  
5    The coastlands have seen and are afraid; 

the ends of the earth tremble; 
they have drawn near and come. 

6    Everyone helps his neighbor 
and says to his brother, “Be strong!” 

7    The craftsman strengthens the goldsmith, 
and he who smooths with the hammer him who strikes the anvil, 

saying of the soldering, “It is good”; 
and they strengthen it with nails so that it cannot be moved. 

  
8    But you, Israel, my servant, 

Jacob, whom I have chosen, 
the offspring of Abraham, my friend; 

9    you whom I took from the ends of the earth, 
and called from its farthest corners, 

saying to you, “You are my servant, 
I have chosen you and not cast you off”; 

10   fear not, for I am with you; 
be not dismayed, for I am your God; 

I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

  
11   Behold, all who are incensed against you 

shall be put to shame and confounded; 
those who strive against you 

shall be as nothing and shall perish. 
12   You shall seek those who contend with you, 

but you shall not find them; 
those who war against you 

shall be as nothing at all. 
13   For I, the LORD your God, 

hold your right hand; 
it is I who say to you, “Fear not, 

I am the one who helps you.” 
  
14   Fear not, you worm Jacob, 

you men of Israel! 
I am the one who helps you, declares the LORD; 

your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel. 
15   Behold, I make of you a threshing sledge, 

new, sharp, and having teeth; 
you shall thresh the mountains and crush them, 



and you shall make the hills like chaff; 
16   you shall winnow them, and the wind shall carry them away, 

and the tempest shall scatter them. 
And you shall rejoice in the LORD; 

in the Holy One of Israel you shall glory. 
  
17   When the poor and needy seek water, 

and there is none, 
and their tongue is parched with thirst, 

I the LORD will answer them; 
I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 

18   I will open rivers on the bare heights, 
and fountains in the midst of the valleys. 

I will make the wilderness a pool of water, 
and the dry land springs of water. 

19   I will put in the wilderness the cedar, 
the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive. 

I will set in the desert the cypress, 
the plane and the pine together, 

20   that they may see and know, 
may consider and understand together, 

that the hand of the LORD has done this, 
the Holy One of Israel has created it. 

   
ESV Footnote 
(41:2) Or whom righteousness calls to follow? 

 
He Did It! — We see the sovereignty of God in this passage.  He controls history, even the ruthless 
march of rulers (“from the east”—v. 2), who conquered many other nations.  After summarizing that 
king’s victorious exploits (vv. 2-3), God asked, “Who has performed and done this…?”, and then 
answered, “I, the LORD … I am he” (v. 4).  God did it!  He was behind it all.  Then, at the end of this 
passage, God made a very similar statement: “…the hand of the LORD has done this” (v. 20).  Done 
what?  This time, He was not speaking of conquering nations, but of rescuing and caring for His own 
people.  Twice He told them, “Fear not … I am the one who helps you” (vv. 13, 14).  From Abraham 
and Jacob, God chose and called out a people to be His own (v. 8-9), and He gave them this great 
assurance: “…fear not, for I am with you … I will strengthen … help you … uphold you” (v. 10).  After 
the death and resurrection of Christ, God chose and called out both Jews and Gentiles to form His 
Church, the Body of Christ.  We are a part of His people!  He moves history for us and He rescues 
and cares for us.  He does it!  He is our Sovereign, our Master. 
 

Ye Servants of God - YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************** 
 
 
 

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, 
    and publish abroad His wonderful name. 
The name all-victorious of Jesus extol; 
    His kingdom is glorious.  He rules over all. 
 

— Charles Wesley (1744) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_tjheryIcc


August 13 Sa Reading 225 — Isaiah 42:1-13 — God’s Chosen Servant 
 
1    Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
    I have put my Spirit upon him; 

he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2    He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 

or make it heard in the street; 
3    a bruised reed he will not break, 

and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

4    He will not grow faint or be discouraged[fn] 
till he has established justice in the earth; 
and the coastlands wait for his law. 

  
5    Thus says God, the LORD, 

who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

    who gives breath to the people on it 
and spirit to those who walk in it: 

6    “I am the LORD; I have called you[fn] in righteousness; 
I will take you by the hand and keep you; 

    I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
a light for the nations, 

7          to open the eyes that are blind, 
    to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8    I am the LORD; that is my name; 

my glory I give to no other, 
nor my praise to carved idols. 

9    Behold, the former things have come to pass, 
and new things I now declare; 

    before they spring forth 
I tell you of them.” 

  
10   Sing to the LORD a new song, 

his praise from the end of the earth, 
    you who go down to the sea, and all that fills it, 

the coastlands and their inhabitants. 
11   Let the desert and its cities lift up their voice, 

the villages that Kedar inhabits; 
    let the habitants of Sela sing for joy, 

let them shout from the top of the mountains. 
12   Let them give glory to the LORD, 

and declare his praise in the coastlands. 
13   The LORD goes out like a mighty man, 

like a man of war he stirs up his zeal; 
    he cries out, he shouts aloud, 

he shows himself mighty against his foes. 
  
ESV Footnotes 
(42:4) Or bruised 



(42:6) The Hebrew for you is singular; four times in this verse 

 
Behold My Servant! — God gave Isaiah a message that looked forward to the coming Messiah.  The 
Lord said that this Anointed One would be “my servant … my chosen … [and having] my Spirit” (v. 1).  
His mission would be to “bring forth justice” internationally (vv. 1b, 3-4).  Jesus began to fulfill that 
during His ministry and then continued through the Church, following His resurrection.  He has been 
bringing people into alignment with God’s moral law.  All four of the pronouns “you” in verse 6 are 
singular, referring to this expected Servant who would be “a light for the nations.”  Jesus confirmed 
that when He claimed, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12).  We are to behold this Servant today 
as well.  We are to, “Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth … [and] give 
glory to the LORD” (Isa. 42:10).  Sing praises to the Giver and to the Gift! 
 

I Sing Praises to Your Name - YouTube 
 
 I sing praises to Your Name, oh Lord, 

    Praises to Your Name, oh Lord, 
For Your Name is great,  
    And greatly to be praised. 
 

— Terry MacAlmon (b. 1955) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvarrjN04No

