
KHW34 August 15-22 

August 15 Su (Optional) — 2 Corinthians 1:3-11 — Afflicted and Comforted 
 
Just as Elijah and the prophets of Yahweh were afflicted by Ahab and Jezebel, so the Apostle Paul 
suffered the threats and violence of ungodly people.  As you read Paul’s following report about this 
subject, compare these situations with Elijah and the prophets as they sought to follow the Lord and 
influence people. 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 
affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For as we share 
abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.[fn] 6 If we are 
afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you 
experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is 
unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. 
 
8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we 
were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we 
had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who 
raises the dead. 10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have 
set our hope that he will deliver us again. 11 You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give 
thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(1:5) Or For as the sufferings of Christ abound for us, so also our comfort abounds through Christ 

 
Here are some important things Paul teaches us about suffering and comfort: 

• True comfort comes from God, the “God of all comfort” (v. 3).  When we need comfort, it is to 
Him that we should turn. 

• One of the purposes of receiving comfort from God is that it equips us to comfort others.  The 
“so that” in v. 4 emphasizes that connection. 

• Another purpose idea is that Paul said that when his team “despaired of life” (v. 8), it “…was to 
make us rely … on God” (v. 9).  Sometimes God extends our trials in order to bring us to that 
desperation point of having to rely on Him alone. 

• Paul asked for prayer in order to be delivered from dangerous situations.  The purpose idea here 
is, “so that many will give thanks … for the blessing granted” (v. 11).  When God answers 
prayers for deliverance, it results in gratitude to God for His involvement. 

****************************** 
 
August 16 M Reading 162 — 1 Kings 18:17-46 — Mt. Carmel contest with Baal prophets 
 
17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, "Is it you, you troubler of Israel?" 18 And he answered, "I 
have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father's house, because you have abandoned the 
commandments of the LORD and followed the Baals. 19 Now therefore send and gather all Israel to 
me at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at 
Jezebel's table."  
 
20 So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel. 21 And 
Elijah came near to all the people and said, "How long will you go limping between two different 
opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him." And the people did not answer 
him a word. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, "I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD, but Baal's 



prophets are 450 men. 23 Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull for themselves 
and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay 
it on the wood and put no fire to it. 24 And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the 
name of the LORD, and the God who answers by fire, he is God." And all the people answered, "It is 
well spoken." 25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare 
it first, for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it." 26 And they took the 
bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from morning until 
noon, saying, "O Baal, answer us!" But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped 
around the altar that they had made. 27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, "Cry aloud, for he is 
a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep 
and must be awakened." 28 And they cried aloud and cut themselves after their custom with swords 
and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And as midday passed, they raved on until the 
time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one answered; no one paid attention.  
 
30 Then Elijah said to all the people, "Come near to me." And all the people came near to him. And he 
repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, according to 
the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, saying, "Israel 
shall be your name," 32 and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. And he made a 
trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs[fn] of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order 
and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, "Fill four jars with water and pour it on 
the burnt offering and on the wood." 34 And he said, "Do it a second time." And they did it a second 
time. And he said, "Do it a third time." And they did it a third time. 35 And the water ran around the 
altar and filled the trench also with water.  
 
36 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, "O LORD, 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am 
your servant, and that I have done all these things at your word. 37 Answer me, O LORD, answer me, 
that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back." 38 

Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the 
dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on 
their faces and said, "The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God." 40 And Elijah said to them, "Seize 
the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape." And they seized them. And Elijah brought them 
down to the brook Kishon and slaughtered them there.  
 
41 And Elijah said to Ahab, "Go up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of the rushing of rain." 42 So 
Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Mount Carmel. And he bowed 
himself down on the earth and put his face between his knees. 43 And he said to his servant, "Go up 
now, look toward the sea." And he went up and looked and said, "There is nothing." And he said, "Go 
again," seven times. 44 And at the seventh time he said, "Behold, a little cloud like a man's hand is 
rising from the sea." And he said, "Go up, say to Ahab, 'Prepare your chariot and go down, lest the 
rain stop you.'" 45 And in a little while the heavens grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a 
great rain. And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel. 46 And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah, and he 
gathered up his garment and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(18:32) A seah was about 7 quarts or 7.3 liters 

 
Who Will Answer? — The Hebrew theme word translated “answer” is used seven times in this story.  
When Elijah compared the “limping” (v. 21) of the religiously indecisive people to the way Baal’s 
prophets “limped” around the altar (v. 26) in their ritual dance, “the people did not answer him a word” 
(v. 21).  No answer.  Elijah’s proposed test was offered to prove that “the God who answers by fire, 
he is God” (v. 24).  Potential answer.  The prophets of Baal then did their thing for hours, crying, “O 



Baal, answer us!” (v. 26).  However, “no one answered … no one answered” (vv. 26, 29).  Again, no 
answer—twice!  Finally, Elijah prayed his simple, short prayer: “Answer me, O LORD, answer me” (v. 
37) and God answered dramatically with fire from heaven.  Who will answer?  Only God!  Think about 
the faith of Elijah in this situation.  He was overwhelmingly outnumbered and very exposed.  We 
might sometimes feel that way in our secular culture.  Elijah showed that he was very confident that 
God was going to answer his prayer, as he prayed against extreme odds and even dowsed his 
possibilities with water.  He also showed patience in prayer regarding God’s promise to provide rain, 
sending his servant seven times to look for a hopeful cloud in the sky.  That moved the question from 
the who to the when of the answer.  We need to have both faith and patience in our prayers.  Believe 
that God will answer and that He will do it in His perfect time and way! 
**************************** 
     
August 17 Tu Reading 163 — 1 Kings 19:1-21 — Elijah flees Jezebel and God calls Elisha 
 
1 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2 

Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods do to me and more also, if I do 
not make your life as the life of one of them by this time tomorrow." 3 Then he was afraid, and he 
arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.  
 
4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under a broom tree. 
And he asked that he might die, saying, "It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no 
better than my fathers." 5 And he lay down and slept under a broom tree. And behold, an angel 
touched him and said to him, "Arise and eat." 6 And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a 
cake baked on hot stones and a jar of water. And he ate and drank and lay down again. 7 And the 
angel of the LORD came again a second time and touched him and said, "Arise and eat, for the 
journey is too great for you." 8 And he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food 
forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mount of God.  
 
9 There he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he 
said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 10 He said, "I have been very jealous for the LORD, 
the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away." 
11 And he said, "Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD." And behold, the LORD passed by, 
and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD, but 
the LORD was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire the 
sound of a low whisper.[fn] 13 And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out 
and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, "What are 
you doing here, Elijah?" 14 He said, "I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the 
people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away." 15 And the LORD said to 
him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint 
Hazael to be king over Syria. 16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, 
and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. 17 And 
the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes 
from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the 
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him."  
 
19 So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke 
of oxen in front of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon him. 
20 And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, "Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I 
will follow you." And he said to him, "Go back again, for what have I done to you?" 21 And he returned 



from following him and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the yokes 
of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted 
him. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(19:12) Or a sound, a thin silence 

 
Depressed in Serving — After the mountain-top experience of victory over the prophets of Baal, 
Elijah lived in the valley of despair for a while.  He was afraid of Jezebel’s threat and ran for his life (v. 
3), about 120 miles (193 km) from Jezreel in the north to Beersheba in the far south (see map).  He 
was exhausted and depressed.  He dismissed his servant and told God, “It is enough … take away 
my life” (v. 4).  He had really given up.  The visiting angel solved the exhaustion problem by feeding 
him but his depression seemed to continue.  He then traveled probably twice the earlier distance to 
Mt. Horeb, another name for Mt. Sinai where Moses spent 40 days and nights receiving the Ten 
Commandments (Ex. 24:18).  God met Elijah, too, and asked him why he was there (1 Kings 19:9).  
Apparently, the angel had not told him to go there.  After God’s dramatic demonstration of power, His 
whispered voice gave the still-pouting prophet a new assignment to anoint two new kings and a new 
prophet.  Elijah did find Elisha and “cast his cloak upon him” (v. 19) but there is no record that he ever 
anointed Elisha or even met the two kings.  Was he disobedient as well as depressed?  Serving the 
Lord is a tough job and there are many pastors in our churches today who get depressed because of 
the Jezebels in their lives.  Some of them run away or find different occupations.  How about you?  Is 
the ministry you are involved in always encouraging and rewarding?  Do you get depressed and want 
to give up?  That is what the devil wants but God wants to give you what you need to enable and 
encourage you to keep going.  
**************************** 



 
 
August 18 W Reading 164 — 1 Kings 20:1-34 — Ahab defeats Syria's Ben-hadad twice 
 
1 Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his army together. Thirty-two kings were with him, and 
horses and chariots. And he went up and closed in on Samaria and fought against it. 2 And he sent 
messengers into the city to Ahab king of Israel and said to him, “Thus says Ben-hadad: 3 ‘Your silver 
and your gold are mine; your best wives and children also are mine.’” 4 And the king of Israel 
answered, “As you say, my lord, O king, I am yours, and all that I have.” 5 The messengers came 
again and said, “Thus says Ben-hadad: ‘I sent to you, saying, “Deliver to me your silver and your 
gold, your wives and your children.” 6 Nevertheless I will send my servants to you tomorrow about this 
time, and they shall search your house and the houses of your servants and lay hands on whatever 
pleases you and take it away.’” 
 
7 Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the land and said, “Mark, now, and see how this man 
is seeking trouble, for he sent to me for my wives and my children, and for my silver and my gold, and 
I did not refuse him.” 8 And all the elders and all the people said to him, “Do not listen or consent.” 
9 So he said to the messengers of Ben-hadad, “Tell my lord the king, ‘All that you first demanded of 
your servant I will do, but this thing I cannot do.’” And the messengers departed and brought him 
word again. 10 Ben-hadad sent to him and said, “The gods do so to me and more also, if the dust of 
Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for all the people who follow me.” 11 And the king of Israel 
answered, “Tell him, ‘Let not him who straps on his armor boast himself as he who takes it 



off.’” 12 When Ben-hadad heard this message as he was drinking with the kings in the booths, he said 
to his men, “Take your positions.” And they took their positions against the city. 
 
13 And behold, a prophet came near to Ahab king of Israel and said, “Thus says the LORD, Have you 
seen all this great multitude? Behold, I will give it into your hand this day, and you shall know that I 
am the LORD.” 14 And Ahab said, “By whom?” He said, “Thus says the LORD, By the servants of the 
governors of the districts.” Then he said, “Who shall begin the battle?” He answered, “You.” 15 Then 
he mustered the servants of the governors of the districts, and they were 232. And after them he 
mustered all the people of Israel, seven thousand. 
 
16 And they went out at noon, while Ben-hadad was drinking himself drunk in the booths, he and the 
thirty-two kings who helped him. 17 The servants of the governors of the districts went out first. And 
Ben-hadad sent out scouts, and they reported to him, “Men are coming out from Samaria.” 18 He said, 
“If they have come out for peace, take them alive. Or if they have come out for war, take them alive.” 
 
19 So these went out of the city, the servants of the governors of the districts and the army that 
followed them. 20 And each struck down his man. The Syrians fled, and Israel pursued them, but Ben-
hadad king of Syria escaped on a horse with horsemen. 21 And the king of Israel went out and struck 
the horses and chariots, and struck the Syrians with a great blow. 
 
22 Then the prophet came near to the king of Israel and said to him, “Come, strengthen yourself, and 
consider well what you have to do, for in the spring the king of Syria will come up against you.” 
 
23 And the servants of the king of Syria said to him, “Their gods are gods of the hills, and so they were 
stronger than we. But let us fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they. 
24 And do this: remove the kings, each from his post, and put commanders in their places, 25 and 
muster an army like the army that you have lost, horse for horse, and chariot for chariot. Then we will 
fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they.” And he listened to their 
voice and did so. 
 
26 In the spring, Ben-hadad mustered the Syrians and went up to Aphek to fight against Israel. 27 And 
the people of Israel were mustered and were provisioned and went against them. The people of Israel 
encamped before them like two little flocks of goats, but the Syrians filled the country. 28 And a man of 
God came near and said to the king of Israel, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Because the Syrians have said, 
“The LORD is a god of the hills but he is not a god of the valleys,” therefore I will give all this great 
multitude into your hand, and you shall know that I am the LORD.’” 29 And they encamped opposite 
one another seven days. Then on the seventh day the battle was joined. And the people of Israel 
struck down of the Syrians 100,000 foot soldiers in one day. 30 And the rest fled into the city of Aphek, 
and the wall fell upon 27,000 men who were left. 
 
Ben-hadad also fled and entered an inner chamber in the city. 31 And his servants said to him, 
“Behold now, we have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings. Let us put 
sackcloth around our waists and ropes on our heads and go out to the king of Israel. Perhaps he will 
spare your life.” 32 So they tied sackcloth around their waists and put ropes on their heads and went to 
the king of Israel and said, “Your servant Ben-hadad says, ‘Please, let me live.’” And he said, “Does 
he still live? He is my brother.” 33 Now the men were watching for a sign, and they quickly took it up 
from him and said, “Yes, your brother Ben-hadad.” Then he said, “Go and bring him.” Then Ben-
hadad came out to him, and he caused him to come up into the chariot. 34 And Ben-hadad said to 
him, “The cities that my father took from your father I will restore, and you may establish bazaars for 
yourself in Damascus, as my father did in Samaria.” And Ahab said, “I will let you go on these terms.” 
So he made a covenant with him and let him go. 
 



War Strategy — The Syrian King Ben-hadad had a tremendous advantage over Israel and he knew 
it.  He was accompanied by 32 other kings with many horses and chariots (v. 1).  In his strength, he 
demanded tribute from King Ahab: “Deliver to me your silver…” (v. 5).  Ahab had no plan except to try 
to pacify his enemy.  Although rebellious, Israel was still composed of the people of God and Yahweh 
had a war strategy for them.  He sent it to Ahab through an unnamed prophet but it seemed woefully 
inadequate: Begin the battle with 232 non-military servants of the governors (v. 15).  Surprisingly, 
Ahab agreed to follow God’s plan, backing them up with 7,000 soldiers.  It worked!  They delivered “a 
great blow” (v. 21) to Syria.  “Little is much when God is in it.”  The following year, Ben-hadad had a 
different war strategy: They should fight them in the flat terrain because they thought, “Their gods are 
gods of the hills” (v. 23).  Those were “fighting words” to Yahweh and He sent another man of God to 
Ahab with the promise of victory (v. 28).  Again, greatly outnumbered, Ahab’s troops were “like two 
little flocks of goats” against the 127,000 Syrians who “filled the country” (v. 27).  The over-confident 
King Ben-hadad ended up as the super-humble victim who begged, “Please let me live” (v. 32).  Why 
was God willing to deliver the evil King Ahab?  Why was He willing to help Israel?  It had been about 
60 years since Israel had deliberately turned their back on Him.  The answer is that God is merciful.  
Why is He willing to rescue Christians from trouble when they have fallen into a sinful lifestyle?  He is 
a merciful God, not giving us the punishment that we deserve.  Aren’t you glad that you serve a God 
who lovingly takes care of you in spite of your failures?   

**************************** 
     
August 19 Th Reading 165 — 1 Kings 20:35-43 — Prophet condemns Ahab 
 
35 And a certain man of the sons of the prophets said to his fellow at the command of the LORD, 
“Strike me, please.” But the man refused to strike him. 36 Then he said to him, “Because you have not 
obeyed the voice of the LORD, behold, as soon as you have gone from me, a lion shall strike you 
down.” And as soon as he had departed from him, a lion met him and struck him down. 37 Then he 
found another man and said, “Strike me, please.” And the man struck him—struck him and wounded 
him. 38 So the prophet departed and waited for the king by the way, disguising himself with a bandage 
over his eyes. 39 And as the king passed, he cried to the king and said, “Your servant went out into 
the midst of the battle, and behold, a soldier turned and brought a man to me and said, ‘Guard this 
man; if by any means he is missing, your life shall be for his life, or else you shall pay a talent[fn] of 
silver.’ 40 And as your servant was busy here and there, he was gone.” The king of Israel said to him, 
“So shall your judgment be; you yourself have decided it.” 41 Then he hurried to take the bandage 
away from his eyes, and the king of Israel recognized him as one of the prophets. 42 And he said to 
him, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Because you have let go out of your hand the man whom I had devoted 
to destruction,[fn] therefore your life shall be for his life, and your people for his people.’” 43 And the 
king of Israel went to his house vexed and sullen and came to Samaria. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(20:39) A talent was about 75 pounds or 34 kilograms 
(20:42) That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction) 

 
Required Obedience — This puzzling story raises many questions but the main point seems to be 
that if a prophet is punished by death for disobedience, certainly a king should receive the same 
verdict.  In our earlier reading in this chapter, King Ahab appeared to be merciful in not taking the life 
of his enemy, Ben-Hadad.  It turns out that what looked like mercy in man’s eyes was disobedience to 

Lamentations 3 
22   The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; 
         his mercies never come to an end; 
23   they are new every morning; 
         great is your faithfulness. 



God.  The text doesn’t say that God told Ahab to kill Ben-Hadad but he apparently knew that it was 
God’s will that he was “devoted to destruction” (v. 42).  The disguised prophet’s encounter with Ahab 
is reminiscent of Nathan’s challenge to David, using the parable of the poor man’s lamb (2 Sam. 12:1-
7).  Both were tricked into pronouncing judgment on themselves.  David’s response was one of 
repentance but Ahab simply went home “vexed and sullen” (1 Kings 20:43).  It is interesting that 
Ahab’s death would come later while he was trying to disguise himself as a soldier in battle.  One 
thing we should take away from this story is that God demands obedience from His people and that 
disobedience has painful consequences. 
**************************** 
     
August 20 F Reading 166 — 1 Kings 21:1-29 — Ahab captures Naboth’s vineyard 
 
1 Now Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard in Jezreel, beside the palace of Ahab king of 
Samaria. 2 And after this Ahab said to Naboth, “Give me your vineyard, that I may have it for a 
vegetable garden, because it is near my house, and I will give you a better vineyard for it; or, if it 
seems good to you, I will give you its value in money.” 3 But Naboth said to Ahab, “The LORD forbid 
that I should give you the inheritance of my fathers.” 4 And Ahab went into his house vexed and sullen 
because of what Naboth the Jezreelite had said to him, for he had said, “I will not give you the 
inheritance of my fathers.” And he lay down on his bed and turned away his face and would eat no 
food. 
 
5 But Jezebel his wife came to him and said to him, “Why is your spirit so vexed that you eat no 
food?” 6 And he said to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and said to him, ‘Give me your 
vineyard for money, or else, if it please you, I will give you another vineyard for it.’ And he answered, 
‘I will not give you my vineyard.’” 7 And Jezebel his wife said to him, “Do you now govern Israel? Arise 
and eat bread and let your heart be cheerful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” 
 
8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name and sealed them with his seal, and she sent the letters to the 
elders and the leaders who lived with Naboth in his city. 9 And she wrote in the letters, “Proclaim a 
fast, and set Naboth at the head of the people. 10 And set two worthless men opposite him, and let 
them bring a charge against him, saying, ‘You have cursed[fn] God and the king.’ Then take him out 
and stone him to death.” 11 And the men of his city, the elders and the leaders who lived in his city, did 
as Jezebel had sent word to them. As it was written in the letters that she had sent to them, 12 they 
proclaimed a fast and set Naboth at the head of the people. 13 And the two worthless men came in 
and sat opposite him. And the worthless men brought a charge against Naboth in the presence of the 
people, saying, “Naboth cursed God and the king.” So they took him outside the city and stoned him 
to death with stones. 14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has been stoned; he is dead.” 
 
15 As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was dead, Jezebel said to Ahab, 
“Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give you for 
money, for Naboth is not alive, but dead.” 16 And as soon as Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab 
arose to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 
 
17 Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 “Arise, go down to meet Ahab 
king of Israel, who is in Samaria; behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone to take 
possession. 19 And you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Have you killed and also taken 
possession?”’ And you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: “In the place where dogs licked up the 
blood of Naboth shall dogs lick your own blood.”’” 
 
20 Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?” He answered, “I have found you, because 
you have sold yourself to do what is evil in the sight of the LORD. 21 Behold, I will bring disaster upon 
you. I will utterly burn you up, and will cut off from Ahab every male, bond or free, in Israel. 22 And I 



will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the 
son of Ahijah, for the anger to which you have provoked me, and because you have made Israel to 
sin. 23 And of Jezebel the LORD also said, ‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel within the walls of 
Jezreel.’ 24 Anyone belonging to Ahab who dies in the city the dogs shall eat, and anyone of his who 
dies in the open country the birds of the heavens shall eat.” 
 
25 (There was none who sold himself to do what was evil in the sight of the LORD like Ahab, whom 
Jezebel his wife incited. 26 He acted very abominably in going after idols, as the Amorites had done, 
whom the LORD cast out before the people of Israel.) 
 
27 And when Ahab heard those words, he tore his clothes and put sackcloth on his flesh and fasted 
and lay in sackcloth and went about dejectedly. 28 And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the 
Tishbite, saying, 29 “Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because he has 
humbled himself before me, I will not bring the disaster in his days; but in his son’s days I will bring 
the disaster upon his house.” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(21:10) Hebrew blessed; also verse 13 

 
The Worst Sinner — There is almost a competition between Ahab and Jezebel for the title of “The 
Worst Sinner.”  We see the comparison in a single verse: “There was none who sold himself to do 
what was evil in the sight of the LORD like Ahab, whom Jezebel his wife incited” (v. 25).  It sounds as 
if Jezebel was a demon on Ahab’s shoulder, whispering evil suggestions into his ear.  They weren’t 
the only wicked people in Jezreel, however.  The city’s “elders and leaders” (v. 8) cooperated with 
Jezebel’s plan to frame Naboth with a false charge brought by “two worthless men” (v. 10) that got 
him killed.  Ahab also influenced others to sin: “…you have made Israel to sin” (v. 21).  We will read 
later about the judgments that fall on both Ahab and Jezebel for their great sins.  Does it make you 
feel better because your sins are not as bad as theirs?  It shouldn’t because all sin is bad and 
deserving of punishment.  What if Elijah showed up in your vineyard?  What would he say to you?  
We are sinners saved by grace and the closer we grow toward God, the more our own sins become 
obvious and disgusting to us.  
**************************** 
 
August 21 Sa (Optional) — 1 John 2:1-6 — Continuous Obedience 
 
As Ahab was often disobedient to God, we sometimes fail to follow the commands and directions God 
gave to us in the Scriptures.  Here is one of those reminders from the New Testament about how 
important our obedience is to God: 
 
1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 3 And by this we know that we have come to 
know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the 
love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in him 
ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 
 

• What two targets does this passage give us regarding obedience? 

• If Christians ever miss the target, what is the proposed solution for us? 

• What does this say about the ability of someone to live successfully as a fake Christian? 

• What stated benefit is provided for our obedience? 
(You may write your responses in the “Leave a Reply” space at the bottom of this webpage.) 


