
KHW32 – August 1-7 

August 1 Su (Optional) — Judges 15:9-20 — Still useable cracked vessels 
 
Judah’s King Abijah was sinful and ruled only three years.  Although his heart was not “wholly true,” 
God demonstrated that He is sometimes willing to use imperfect people to accomplish His purposes.  
Another example of a cracked vessel is in our reading for today.  Samson had a weakness for 
women, among other things, yet God used him in mighty ways. 
 
9 Then the Philistines came up and encamped in Judah and made a raid on Lehi. 10 And the men of 
Judah said, “Why have you come up against us?” They said, “We have come up to bind Samson, to 
do to him as he did to us.” 11 Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and 
said to Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then is this that you 
have done to us?” And he said to them, “As they did to me, so have I done to them.” 12 And they said 
to him, “We have come down to bind you, that we may give you into the hands of the Philistines.” And 
Samson said to them, “Swear to me that you will not attack me yourselves.” 13 They said to him, “No; 
we will only bind you and give you into their hands. We will surely not kill you.” So they bound him 
with two new ropes and brought him up from the rock. 
 
14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting to meet him. Then the Spirit of the 
LORD rushed upon him, and the ropes that were on his arms became as flax that has caught fire, 
and his bonds melted off his hands. 15 And he found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, and put out his 
hand and took it, and with it he struck 1,000 men. 16 And Samson said, “With the jawbone of a 
donkey, heaps upon heaps, with the jawbone of a donkey have I struck down a thousand men.” 17 As 
soon as he had finished speaking, he threw away the jawbone out of his hand. And that place was 
called Ramath-lehi [= the hill of the jawbone]. 
 
18 And he was very thirsty, and he called upon the LORD and said, “You have granted this great 
salvation by the hand of your servant, and shall I now die of thirst and fall into the hands of the 
uncircumcised?” 19 And God split open the hollow place that is at Lehi, and water came out from it. 
And when he drank, his spirit returned, and he revived. Therefore the name of it was called En-
hakkore [= the spring of him who called]; it is at Lehi to this day. 20 And he judged Israel in the days of 
the Philistines twenty years. 
 
God’s blessing on Samson was shown when “the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him” (v. 14) and 
when “God split open the hollow place … and water came out from it” (v. 19).  Samson acknowledged 
that his phenomenal feat was possible because of God: “You have granted this great salvation” (v. 
18). That is a good combination: God’s blessing and our thanks.  Be sensitive today for ways in which 
God has “rushed upon” you or “split open” a source of help for you. 
****************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Part of the Divided Kingdom chart is shown below for your reference as you read this week. 
 

 
 
August 2 M Reading 152 — 1 Kings 15:9-12; 2 Chron. 14:1-8 — Evaluation of King Asa of Judah 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Kings 15 
 
 
9 In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king 
of Israel,  
Asa began to reign over Judah,  
10 and he reigned forty-one years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was 
Maacah the daughter of Abishalom.  
 
11 And Asa did what was right in the eyes 
of the LORD, as David his father had 
done. 12 He put away the male cult 
prostitutes out of the land and removed 
all the idols that his fathers had made.  

2 Chronicles 14 
1 [fn]Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him 
in the city of David.  
 
 
And Asa his son reigned in his place.  
 
 
 
In his days the land had rest for ten years.  
[fn] 2 And Asa did what was good and right in the 
eyes of the LORD his God.  
 
 
 
 

3 He took away the foreign altars and the high places and broke down the pillars and 
cut down the Asherim 4 and commanded Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their 
fathers, and to keep the law and the commandment. 5 He also took out of all the cities 
of Judah the high places and the incense altars. And the kingdom had rest under 
him. 6 He built fortified cities in Judah, for the land had rest. He had no war in those 
years, for the LORD gave him peace. 7 And he said to Judah, “Let us build these 
cities and surround them with walls and towers, gates and bars. The land is still ours, 
because we have sought the LORD our God. We have sought him, and he has given 
us peace on every side.” So they built and prospered. 8 And Asa had an army of 
300,000 from Judah, armed with large shields and spears, and 280,000 men from 
Benjamin that carried shields and drew bows. All these were mighty men of valor. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(14:1) Ch 13:23 in Hebrew 
(14:2) Ch 14:1 in Hebrew 



 
Peace and Rest — Although it doesn’t always work out that way, Asa’s godly leadership in Judah 
resulted in God’s blessing.  Three times, it mentions that the nation had “rest” (2 Chron. 14:1, 5, 6) 
and twice it says they had “peace” (vv. 6, 7).  The reason is clearly stated that it was “because we 
have sought the LORD” (v. 7).  Why did they seek the Lord?  First, Asa took away their worship 
substitutes.  Their places and objects of worship were gone.  The second reason was that Asa 
“commanded Judah to seek the LORD” (v. 4).  That is strong leadership!  How about us?  Do we 
have substitutes for worshiping God?  Are you “addicted” to playing games or watching television 
programs?  If you know that you are not spending the time you should in focusing on God in worship, 
then you should look around to find the things that distract you.  This Accountable Bible Readers 
program you have committed to serves in some sense as that which “commands” you to worship the 
Lord.  Sometimes another person will provide the incentive to “make us” worship as we should.  May 
God grant you peace and rest as you willingly and gladly submit to serving Him wholeheartedly! 
****************************** 
 
August 3 Tu Reading 153 — 2 Chronicles 14:9-15 — Ethiopians defeated 
 
9 Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with an army of a million men and 300 chariots, and 
came as far as Mareshah. 10 And Asa went out to meet him, and they drew up their lines of battle in 
the Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 11 And Asa cried to the LORD his God, “O LORD, there is none 
like you to help, between the mighty and the weak. Help us, O LORD our God, for we rely on you, 
and in your name we have come against this multitude. O LORD, you are our God; let not man 
prevail against you.” 12 So the LORD defeated the Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah, and the 
Ethiopians fled. 13 Asa and the people who were with him pursued them as far as Gerar, and the 
Ethiopians fell until none remained alive, for they were broken before the LORD and his army. The 
men of Judah[fn] carried away very much spoil. 14 And they attacked all the cities around Gerar, for the 
fear of the LORD was upon them. They plundered all the cities, for there was much plunder in 
them. 15 And they struck down the tents of those who had livestock and carried away sheep in 
abundance and camels. Then they returned to Jerusalem. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(14:13) Hebrew They 

 
Overwhelmed but Victorious — The Ethiopians mentioned here were literally “Cushites” (Hebrew: 
coo-SHEE), describing peoples from the south and southeast of Egypt, mostly modern Sudan.  
Although their army of a million men was more than twice as large as the army of Judah and 
Benjamin, King Asa went to the southern border of Judah to face them.  Before fighting, however, he 
prayed a wonderful prayer that acknowledged the greatness of Yahweh (“there is none like you”—v. 
11a) and their dependence on Him (…“in your name we have come against this multitude”—v. 11b).  
That is a good pattern for us to remember when we come to God to ask for help—honor Him and 
trust Him.  In response, “the LORD defeated the Ethiopians” (v. 12) and chased them for 20 miles 
(32.2 km) to Gerar, the Philistine city on the road leading back toward Egypt.  This story reminds me 
of the Six-Day War in 1967 when Egypt, Jordan, and Syria came against Israel and were soundly and 
quickly defeated.  There is no problem too big or too hard for God, but we must honor and trust Him 
as we ask for Him to bring about victory. 
****************************** 
 
August 4 W Reading 154 — 2 Chronicles 15:1-7 — Azariah the prophet 
 
1 The Spirit of God came[fn] upon Azariah the son of Oded, 2 and he went out to meet Asa and said to 
him, “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: The LORD is with you while you are with him. If you 
seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you. 3 For a long time Israel 



was without the true God, and without a teaching priest and without law, 4 but when in their distress 
they turned to the LORD, the God of Israel, and sought him, he was found by them. 5 In those times 
there was no peace to him who went out or to him who came in, for great disturbances afflicted all the 
inhabitants of the lands. 6 They were broken in pieces. Nation was crushed by nation and city by city, 
for God troubled them with every sort of distress. 7 But you, take courage! Do not let your hands be 
weak, for your work shall be rewarded.” 
 
ESV Footnote 
(15:1) Or was 

 
Seeking the Lord — There is no getting around the cause-and-effect principle that the prophet 
Azariah proclaimed, not only to Asa but also to “all Judah and Benjamin” (v. 2a): “If you seek him, he 
will be found by you” (v. 2b).  It is emphasized here to the king and it will later be embraced by the 
people (vv. 12-15).  For support, Azariah reached back to remind King Asa of the up-and-down 
spiritual history of Israel during the time of the judges.  The nation at that time went through great 
times of oppression because of their failure to follow God but “when in their distress they turned to the 
LORD … and sought him, he was found by them” (v. 4).  God still rewards those who seek Him.  The 
New Testament instructs us to “seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God” (Col. 3:1) and the writer of Hebrews reminds us that “whoever would draw near to God 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him” (Heb. 11:6).  When we are 
faced with decisions or problems, we should seek Him, and He will reward us with His presence, 
wisdom, and resolution.  When we read the Bible each day, we should do it with an attitude of 
seeking God, not just fulfilling a reading assignment.  Make it count!  Be rewarded!  Seek the Lord! 
****************************** 
 



August 5 Th Reading 155 — 1 Kings 15:13–15; 2 Chron. 15:8-19 — Asa’s reforms 

 
 
 
 
 
Spark for Change — We read earlier an overall summary of King Asa’s reign (1 Kings 15:9-12; 2 
Chron. 14:1-8), but in our reading for today, we see how much of this came about.  It was 15 years 
after King Asa was crowned (2 Chron. 15:10) when the message came from the prophet Azariah.  It 
was the spark that ignited Asa’s spiritual reform, affecting not only Judah and Benjamin but also many 
people who moved there from other tribes in the northern kingdom of Israel (v. 9).  King Asa 
responded quickly (“As soon as Asa heard these words …”—v. 8).  That spark ignited a flame that 
caused him to take such courage (v. 8) that he stripped his own mother of the prestige and influence 
of being “queen mother” because of her worship commitment to an idol (v. 16).  The flame of reform 
spread when King Asa “gathered all Judah and Benjamin” and others (v. 9) to challenge them to 
make “a covenant to seek the LORD” (v. 12).  It was a huge success because God “was found by 
them, and the LORD gave them rest all around” (v. 15) for another 20 years.  King Asa was already a 
godly follower of Yahweh when he encountered that spark that ignited a wonderful period of his life 
and leadership.  Even though we are followers of Jesus, God may send us a spark through a sermon 

2 Chronicles 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16 Even Maacah, his mother, King Asa 
removed from being queen mother because 
she had made a detestable image for Asherah. 
Asa cut down her image, crushed it, and 
burned it at the brook Kidron.  
17 But the high places were not taken  
out of Israel.  
Nevertheless, the heart of Asa was wholly true 
all his days. 18 And he brought into the house 
of God the sacred gifts of his father and his 
own sacred gifts, silver, and gold, and vessels.  
 
19 And there was no more war until the thirty-
fifth year of the reign of Asa. 
 
ESV Footnote 
(15:8) Hebrew the vestibule of the LORD 

1 Kings 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13 He also removed Maacah his mother from 
being queen mother because she had made 
an abominable image for Asherah. And Asa 
cut down her image and burned it at the 
brook Kidron.  
14 But the high places were not taken away.  
 
Nevertheless, the heart of Asa was wholly 
true to the LORD all his days. 15 And he 
brought into the house of the LORD the 
sacred gifts of his father and his own sacred 
gifts, silver, and gold, and vessels. 

8 As soon as Asa heard these words, the prophecy of Azariah the son of Oded, he 
took courage and put away the detestable idols from all the land of Judah and 
Benjamin and from the cities that he had taken in the hill country of Ephraim, and he 
repaired the altar of the LORD that was in front of the vestibule of the house of the 
LORD.[fn] 9 And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and those from Ephraim, 
Manasseh, and Simeon who were residing with them, for great numbers had 
deserted to him from Israel when they saw that the LORD his God was with him. 
10 They were gathered at Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Asa. 11 They sacrificed to the LORD on that day from the spoil that they had 
brought 700 oxen and 7,000 sheep. 12 And they entered into a covenant to seek the 
LORD, the God of their fathers, with all their heart and with all their soul, 13 but that 
whoever would not seek the LORD, the God of Israel, should be put to death, 
whether young or old, man or woman. 14 They swore an oath to the LORD with a loud 
voice and with shouting and with trumpets and with horns. 15 And all Judah rejoiced 
over the oath, for they had sworn with all their heart and had sought him with their 
whole desire, and he was found by them, and the LORD gave them rest all around. 



we hear, a book we read, a verse we memorize, or our daily reading of His Word.  There is always 
more ahead for those who are serious about following God. 
****************************** 
 
August 6 F Reading 156 — 1 Kings 15:25-34 — Israel's kings Nadab and Baasha 
 
25 Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and 
he reigned over Israel two years. 26 He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and walked in the 
way of his father, and in his sin which he made Israel to sin. 
 
27 Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against him. And Baasha struck him 
down at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines, for Nadab and all Israel were laying siege to 
Gibbethon. 28 So Baasha killed him in the third year of Asa king of Judah and reigned in his 
place. 29 And as soon as he was king, he killed all the house of Jeroboam. He left to the house of 
Jeroboam not one that breathed, until he had destroyed it, according to the word of the LORD that he 
spoke by his servant Ahijah the Shilonite. 30 It was for the sins of Jeroboam that he sinned and that he 
made Israel to sin, and because of the anger to which he provoked the LORD, the God of Israel. 
 
31 Now the rest of the acts of Nadab and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 32 And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all 
their days. 
 
33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha the son of Ahijah began to reign over all Israel at 
Tirzah, and he reigned twenty-four years. 34 He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and walked 
in the way of Jeroboam and in his sin which he made Israel to sin. 
 
Jeroboam’s Dynasty Ends — As predicted by the blind prophet, Ahijah, all male descendants of 
Jeroboam would die, beginning with the son about whom Jeroboam’s wife came to inquire (1 Kings 
14:18-11).  At the death of Jeroboam, his son Nadab gained the throne of Israel but only for two years 
before he was killed by Baasha.  It is interesting that Baasha was “the son of Ahijah” (15:27); the 
prophet who predicted the death of Jeroboam’s family had the same name as the father of the man 
who carried out the sentence.  There would never be a continuing dynasty in the northern kingdom of 
Israel; that was reserved for the southern kingdom that chose to stay true to Yahweh.  Although there 
would be many evil kings of Judah, because of God’s commitment to David for his obedience, David’s 
dynasty would continue.  Did you notice the similarity of the summary of the lives of Nadab and 
Baasha?  In both cases, it was said that “He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD” (vv. 26, 34) 
and that they “walked in the way of” Jeroboam (vv. 26, 34).  We will see that many times with the 
future kings of Israel; they all refused to follow Yahweh.  Today, we also are building a spiritual 
dynasty.  Israel’s history suggests that it is easier to follow a bad example than a good one.  Our 
example has to be so exemplary that our descendants will want to say, “I want to be like you.” 
****************************** 
 
August 7 Sa (Optional) — Psalm 119 (excerpts) — Being Wholehearted for God 
 
The prophet Azariah brought a message to King Asa that lit a flame in his heart for being 
wholehearted in worshiping and serving God.  The key kernel of the message was, “If you seek him, 
he will be found by you” (2 Chron. 15:2).  Both Asa and the people enthusiastically took up the 
challenge and entered into a covenant, promising “to seek the LORD … with all their heart and with 
all their soul” (v. 12). 
 
Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible, so we won’t tackle it all today, but I would like for you to 
contemplate five verses that have statements about being wholehearted toward God. 



 

• What three actions does the psalmist say we should exercise in our relationship to God? 

• What one stated benefit is promised to those who seek God wholeheartedly? 

• What requests does the psalmist present to God? 

• Other than wholeheartedness, what theme is found in all the verses? 
You may leave your responses in the “Leave a Reply” space at the bottom of this webpage. 

 

119:2    Blessed are those who keep his testimonies, 
                 who seek him with their whole heart, 
 
119:10   With my whole heart I seek you; 
                  let me not wander from your commandments! 
 
119:34   Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 
                  and observe it with my whole heart. 
 
119:69   The insolent smear me with lies, 
                  but with my whole heart I keep your precepts; 
 
119:145  With my whole heart I cry; answer me, O LORD! 
                   I will keep your statutes. 


