
August 31 to September 4 
 
August 31 M — Reading 174 — Matt. 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30 

 
Good Enough? — God gave Israel ten overriding OT commandments to follow.  Luke said that the 
young man in this story was not only rich but was also a ruler, likely of a synagogue, so he knew the 
Law and it looks like he was diligently trying to obey it.  His next question, however, showed that he 

Matthew 19 
 

 

16 And behold, a man came up to 
him, saying, 
"Teacher, what good deed must I 
do to have eternal life?"  
17 And he said to him, "Why do 
you ask me about what is good? 
There is only one who is good.  
 
If you would enter life,  
keep the commandments."  
 

18 He said to him, "Which ones?" 
And Jesus said,  
"You shall not murder, You shall 
not commit adultery, You shall 
not steal, You shall not bear 
false witness,  
 
19 Honor your father and mother,  
and, You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself."  
20 The young man said to him, 
"All these I have kept.  
 
What do I still lack?"  
 
 
21 Jesus said to him,  
 
"If you would be perfect,  
go, sell what you possess and 
give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven;  
 
and come, follow me." 
  
22 When the young man heard 
this he went away sorrowful,  
 
for he had great possessions.  

Mark 10 
17 And as he was setting out 
on his journey,  
a man ran up and knelt before 
him and asked him,  
"Good Teacher, what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?" 18 

And Jesus said to him, "Why 
do you call me good?  
No one is good except God 
alone.  
 
19 You know the 
commandments:  
 
 
'Do not murder, Do not commit 
adultery, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness,  
 
Do not defraud,  
Honor your father and 
mother.'"  
 
20 And he said to him, 
"Teacher, all these I have kept 
from my youth."  
 
21 And Jesus, looking at him, 
loved him,  
and said to him,  
"You lack one thing:  
 
go, sell all that you have and 
give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; 
  
and come, follow me."  
 

 

22 Disheartened by the saying, 
he went away sorrowful,  
for he had great possessions.  

Luke 18 
 

 

 

18 And a ruler asked him, 
"Good Teacher, what must 
I do to inherit eternal life?" 
19 And Jesus said to him, 
"Why do you call me good? 
No one is good except God 
alone.  
 
20 You know the 
commandments:  
 
 
'Do not commit adultery, 
Do not murder, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false 
witness,  
 
Honor your father and 
mother.'"  
 
21 And he said,  
"All these I have kept from 
my youth." 
 

22 When Jesus heard this,  
 
he said to him,  
"One thing you still lack.  
 
Sell all that you have and 
distribute to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in 
heaven;  
and come, follow me."  
23 But when he heard these 
things,  
he became very sad,  
 
for he was extremely rich.  



sensed something was missing in his efforts to be sure of God’s acceptance: “What do I still lack?” 
(Matt. 19:20).  At first, Jesus seemed to support his orientation toward the adequacy of gaining 
salvation through doing things: “If you would enter life, keep the commandments” (Matt. 19:17).  He 
mentioned the last five of the Ten Commandments.  The problem with this man, however, was with 
the first commandment: “You shall have no other gods before me” (Ex. 20:3).  His god was his 
possessions.  They were what he loved most and it turned out that he wasn’t willing to put God before 
wealth.  Do you sense a lack in your relationship with God?  Could it be that there is something 
hindering that because you are loving it more than God?  When Jesus held the convicting mirror up to 
the rich ruler, he saw it but he refused to change.  When God reveals something that you are loving 
more than Him, what will you do? 
 
Meditation: To point out this man’s problem, Jesus said, “You lack one thing” (Mark 10:21).  Yet, 
when you look at His further description, it looks like there were three things he needed to do: “sell all 
… give to the poor … follow me.”  Is that one thing or three?  If Jesus was referring to one of those 
three as being the most important, which one do you think it would be?  Would it be complete without 
the others?  If Jesus was thinking of all of those parts being a single whole, what word could you 
come up with that might encompass them all?  (Let me know what you came up with.)  Was Jesus’ 
direction to that man to dispose of all his possessions intended to apply to everyone, including us?  If 
not, why not?  Does that help you to answer the above questions relating to “importance” or 
“encompass”? 
*************************** 
 
September 1 T — Reading 175 — Matt. 19:23-30; Mark 10:23-31; Luke 18:24-30 

 
 
 
 

Matthew 19 
23 And Jesus  
 
said to his disciples,  
"Truly, I say to you,  
only with difficulty will a rich 
person enter the kingdom of 
heaven.  
 
 
24 Again I tell you,  
 
 
it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich person to enter 
the kingdom of God."  
 
25 When the disciples heard 
this, they were greatly 
astonished, saying,  
"Who then can be saved?"  

Mark 10 
23 And Jesus looked around  
 
and said to his disciples,  
 
"How difficult it will be for those 
who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God!"  
24 And the disciples were 
amazed at his words.  
But Jesus said to them again,  
"Children, how difficult it is[fn] to 
enter the kingdom of God! 
25 It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich person to enter 
the kingdom of God."  
 
26 And they were exceedingly 
astonished, and said to him,[fn]  
 
"Then who can be saved?"  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(10:24) Some manuscripts add for 
those who trust in riches 
(10:26) Some manuscripts to one 
another 

Luke 18 
24 Jesus, seeing  
that he had become sad, 
said,  
 
"How difficult it is for those 
who have wealth to enter 
the kingdom of God!  
 
 
 
 
 
25 For it is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich 
person to enter the kingdom 
of God."  
26 Those who heard it said,  
 
 
"Then who can be saved?"  



 

 
 
 
 

Impossible? — After watching the sad and unrepentant rich young ruler leaving, Jesus emphasized 
the great need of surrendering to God for salvation.  It applies to everyone who resists coming to God 
but the example of this rich man makes the point in a striking and understandable way.  Wealth is 
addicting; almost every rich person wants more.  It is a priority problem, which applies generally to 
choosing God over anything else considered valuable to us.  Jesus used a hyperbole (exaggeration 
for the sake of emphasis) to make the point.  Trying to poke the largest animal in Palestine (a camel) 
through the smallest hole normally encountered in life (a needle’s eye) is a humorously ridiculous 
picture.  Impossible!  With man, gaining salvation is impossible but not with God.  God can save the 
worst of sinners and the most resistant of people but the real emphasis here is more on the human 
difficulty—being willing to give up what is holding one back.  That is surrender.  Although the focus 
here is on entering the kingdom of God for salvation, the same principle applies to us as believers.  

Matthew 19 (cont.) 
26 But Jesus looked at them 
and said,  
"With man this is impossible, 
but with God all things are 
possible."  
27 Then Peter said in reply, 
"See, we have left everything 
and followed you.  
What then will we have?"  
28 Jesus said to them,  
"Truly, I say to you,  
in the new world,[fn] when the 
Son of Man will sit on his 
glorious throne, you who 
have followed me will also sit 
on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.  
29 And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters 
or father or mother or children 
or lands, for my name's sake, 
 
will receive a hundredfold[fn]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and will inherit eternal life. 30 

But many who are first will be 
last, and the last first. 
 
ESV Footnotes 
(19:28) Greek in the regeneration 
(19:29) Some manuscripts manifold 

Mark 10 (cont.) 
27 Jesus looked at them  
and said,  
"With man it is impossible, but 
not with God. For all things are 
possible with God."  
28 Peter began to say to him, 
"See, we have left everything 
and followed you."  
 
29 Jesus said,  
"Truly, I say to you,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
there is no one who has left 
house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or 
lands, for my sake and for the 
gospel,  
30 who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this time, 
 
houses and brothers and sisters 
and mothers and children and 
lands,  
with persecutions,  
and in the age to come  
eternal life. 
31 But many who are first will be 
last, and the last first."  

Luke 18 (cont.) 
27 But  
he said,  
"What is impossible with 
man is possible with God."  
 
28 And Peter said,  
"See, we have left our 
homes and followed you."  
 
29 And he said to them, 
"Truly, I say to you,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
there is no one who has 
left house or wife or 
brothers[fn] or parents or 
children, for the sake of the 
kingdom of God,  
30 who will not receive 
many times more in this 
time, 
 
 
 
 
and in the age to come 
eternal life."  
 
ESV Footnote 
(18:29) Or wife or brothers and 
sisters 



There are higher-priority things that keep us from doing what we know we should do, like praying and 
spending time in God’s Word.  What are the things that hinder us from doing that?  Are we willing to 
make adjustments in order to put God first?  Again, I am reminded of Henrietta Mears’ motto: “No 
Bible?  No breakfast!”  Simply, don’t make breakfast a higher priority than your Bible.  It is not 
impossible; God will help you to make the adjustments that you know you should make. 
 
Meditation: Did you notice in Mark’s Gospel that Jesus left out one word in comparing what one 
gives up to what one receives in return by being in the family of God?   

What is left are house, brothers, sisters, mother, father, children, and lands (Mark 10:29).  
What is gained are houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and lands (v.  30).   

What is missing?  Fathers.  Why?  Was it intentional?  If so, why?  Could it have something to do with 
Jesus’ later direction to “call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in 
heaven”? (Matt. 23:9).  Something to think about. 
*************************** 
 
September 2 W — Reading 176 — Matt. 20:1-16 
 
1 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius[fn] a day, he sent them into 
his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 

and to them he said, 'You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.' 5 So they 
went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the 
eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, 'Why do you stand here 
idle all day?' 7 They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You go into the 
vineyard too.' 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the 
laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.' 9 And when those hired 
about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, 
they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving 
it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' 13 But he 
replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 

Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?'[fn] 16 So 
the last will be first, and the first last."  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(20:2) A denarius was a day’s wage for a laborer 
(20:15) Or is your eye bad because I am good? 

 
Fairness or Compassion? — Today’s parable is tied very closely to Jesus’ teaching at the end of 
Matt. 19 about the difficulty of entering the kingdom.  In fact, the last verse of that chapter is the same 
as the last verse of this parable (v.  16).  This story is a sandwich between those expressions, so the 
focus is on being first or last.  One’s first impression of this parable is probably to think that the 
vineyard owner was unfair.  His pay to the workers was equal but the amount of their work was not.  
The perspective of the early workers is that it seems unfair to them because they are thinking about 
what is earned versus what is deserved.  Jesus then brought out what is not so obvious: the 
compassion of the vineyard owner.  He was concerned about the needs of the workers, so he chose 
to pay them all a full day’s wage.  Only the first workers to enter the vineyard deserved their wages; 
the rest received more than they deserved.  Isn’t that grace?  It is undeserved favor.  No believer 
deserves the gifts of God, including heaven.  We cannot graciously grumble about someone who 
surrenders to Christ on their deathbed because we don’t deserve being saved either.  Yes, working in 



the vineyard of the kingdom can be troublesome but it is also filled with blessing.  We didn’t miss out 
on anything good by coming to Christ early in life. 
*************************** 
 
September 3 Th — Reading 177 — Matt. 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34 

 
 
 
 
 
Tragedy on Purpose — This is the third of four times Jesus told the Twelve about His coming death.  
They didn’t know how to handle it because it didn’t fit into their understanding of God’s plan.  
Throughout the OT, God had predicted the coming Messiah, and it sounded like He would be a 
conqueror and a mighty ruler.  The Jewish people latched onto that idea with joy and anticipation.  
What was not so positive was the prediction by the prophets of His necessary suffering, like in Isaiah 
53, so those ideas retreated into the back corners of their thinking.  When the Messiah came, He 
began to reveal the tragedy involved in His coming, and that didn’t fit the preconceived picture of the 
peoples’ hopes.  They were living under the oppressive control of the Romans and they wanted God 
to deliver them.  Jesus revealed the full purpose of God: “everything that is written about the Son of 
Man by the prophets will be accomplished” (Luke 18:31).  Everything.  The back-corner stuff, too.  
Why does God permit tragedy?  Part of the reason is that there is purpose in the tragedy—a good 
purpose.  Jesus needed to be the sacrifice for our sins.  If you have lost a loved one or your job 

Matthew 20 
17 And as Jesus was 
going up to Jerusalem,  
 
 
 
 
he took the twelve 
disciples aside, and on 
the way he said to them, 
18 "See, we are going up 
to Jerusalem.  
 
 
 
And the Son of Man will 
be delivered over to the 
chief priests and scribes, 
and they will condemn 
him to death  
19 and deliver him over to 
the Gentiles to be 
mocked and flogged and 
crucified,  
 
and he will be raised on 
the third day."  

Mark 10 
32 And they were on the road, 
going up to Jerusalem,  
and Jesus was walking ahead 
of them. And they were 
amazed, and those who 
followed were afraid.  
And taking the twelve again, he 
began to tell them what was to 
happen to him, 33 saying,  
"See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem,  
 
 
 
and the Son of Man will be 
delivered over to the chief 
priests and the scribes, and 
they will condemn him to death  
 
and deliver him over to the 
Gentiles. 34 And they will mock 
him and spit on him, and flog 
him and kill him.  
 
And after three days he will 
rise."  

Luke 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
31 And taking the twelve, he said 
to them,  
 
"See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem,  
and everything that is written 
about the Son of Man by the 
prophets will be accomplished.  
 

 

 

 

 

32 For he will be delivered over  
to the Gentiles and will be 
mocked and shamefully treated 
and spit upon. 33 And after 
flogging him, they will kill him, 
and on the third day he will rise."  
 
34 But they understood none of 
these things. This saying was 
hidden from them, and they did 
not grasp what was said.  



recently, you know the agony of tragedy.  But God promised to make all things work out for good to 
those who love Him (Rom. 8:28).  Trust Him and look for the good results! 
*************************** 
 
September 4 F — Reading 178 — Matt. 20:20-28; Mark 10:35-45 

 
 

 

Matthew 20 
20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee 
came up to him with her sons, and kneeling 
before him she asked him for something.  
 
21 And he said to her, "What do you want?" 
She said to him,  
"Say that these two sons of mine  
are to sit, one at your right hand and one at 
your left, in your kingdom."  
 
22 Jesus answered, "You do not know what you 
are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I 
am to drink?"  
 
 
They said to him, "We are able."  
23 He said to them, "You will drink my cup,  
 
 
 
but to sit at my right hand and at my left  
is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom 
it has been prepared by my Father."  
 
24 And when the ten heard it, they were 
indignant at the two brothers. 25 But Jesus 
called them to him and said, "You know that 
the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their great ones exercise authority over them.  
 
26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever 
would be great among you must be your 
servant,[fn] 27 and whoever would be first 
among you must be your slave,[fn]  
28 even as the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve,  
and to give his life as a ransom for many."  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(20:26) Greek diakonos 
(20:27) Or bondservant, or servant (for the contextual 
rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface) 

Mark 10 
35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
came up to him and said to him,  
"Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever 
we ask of you."  
36 And he said to them, "What do you want me 
to do for you?" 37 And they said to him,  
 
"Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and 
one at your left, in your glory."  
 
38 Jesus said to them, "You do not know what 
you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
that I drink,  
or to be baptized with the baptism with which I 
am baptized?"  
39 And they said to him, "We are able."  
And Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink 
you will drink,  
and with the baptism with which I am baptized, 
you will be baptized,  
40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not 
mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it 
has been prepared."  
 
41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be 
indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus 
called them to him and said to them, "You 
know that those who are considered rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 
ones exercise authority over them.  
43 But it shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you must be 
your servant,[fn] 44 and whoever would be first 
among you must be slave of all.[fn]  
45 For even the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve,  
and to give his life as a ransom for many."  
 
ESV Footnotes 
(10:43) Greek diakonos 
(10:44) Or bondservant, or servant (for the contextual 
rendering of the Greek word doulos, see Preface) 



 
 
Ruling vs. Serving — There is some who-asked-what confusion as this mother and her sons came 
to Jesus, Matthew and Mark probably reporting different parts of a long interchange.  The content of 
the request and of Jesus’ reply was clear, however.  The request was about gaining an advantage.  
James and John should already have considered themselves to have an advantage over the other 
ten disciples.  They were likely cousins of Jesus, so they had a family advantage, and they had been 
chosen by Jesus to be part of the inner core of three disciples, along with Peter.  Now, they wanted to 
even edge Peter out as they requested the two highest places of honor—to the right and left of Jesus’ 
throne in what they were still thinking would be an earthly Messianic kingdom.  Human striving is in 
our system; sinful nature wants to elevate self.  But Jesus’ response turned that idea upside down; 
one should have a willingness to serve.  Rulers in the spiritual kingdom would be servers, as Jesus 
demonstrated later in the upper room by washing the disciples’ feet.  We still have an innate desire 
for self-elevation because we have not lost our sinful nature but we also have the indwelling Holy 
Spirit that enables us to be humble.  So, this edged-out Peter later wrote, “Humble yourselves … 
under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you” (1 Pet. 5:6).  If you catch 
yourself wanting to be exalted today, remember Peter’s command and voluntarily step down a notch. 
 


